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Stugdy-theme on PAX ROMANA

1. Why the present interest for the mtematih&' a'ﬂ*gim ?

a) The man is more and more drawn towards an intermational life.
The seriousness of the problhiems that threaten him, the diffusion of
all sorts of political, sclentific, cultural information create in
him a desire of being united with the other men, That is why we see
now-a-days a continmous flow of individuals going from one continent
to tize other to be present at meetings, congresses, treatises, dis-
cussions.

b) This desire of unity has been facilitafled owing to the enor=-
mous speed of the means of commnication. One has the impression
that the world is growing smeller and smaller. With a supersonic
speed in a record-time one may get in touch with the most far-flung
regions of the world,

¢) The problems themselves, most of them, go beyond the national
limits and take, in a world-wide level, terrifying and almost unsur-
mountable dimensions,

- on the economical level
. millions of men starve every year.

» 3ide by side live men in the most tragic misery and
men in the most ostentations show.

%ﬁgﬁ@ CUIHAD Tt yoeouress are at an

« in the world there are regions that are absolutely
deprived of economical possibilities, while others
have plenty of richnesses.

- on the political level
+ the growing old of the political structures of the
Western world glving arise to an internal trouble.

« the movement of emancipation of the ancilent colonial
territories, most of which have not enough of trained
leaders.

« the dominstion, or, at least, the orientation of small
countries by big potentates.

« the slavery of one-third of the humanity under a com-
munist regime.

« the constant situation of " war " in the world.

« the practical inefficacy of the international orgens
that have as a mission to safeguard peace.

- on the cultural level

« the instability of a technical civilization that has
not yet found a philosophical synthesis,




. the absence, on every level, of a teaching suitable
to the characteristics of the modern world and of
each cultural tradition.

) + the lack of cultural development in great masses of
5 people ( 70% of the africans cannot read )

« the democratization of certain fields of culture.

““'~—3ﬁ/on the moral level
. the increasing demoralization of customs.

« an appeal to the life of the senses more and more
frequent and commercially explored.

. the juridical emancipation of woman without the
basis of the respect for the dignity and mission
that are her own.

« the development of intermational networks for im-
morality and viece.

« the dédsintegration of families having divorce as a
result, the "birth-control®, the juvenile delin-

quency.

2. The repercussion on the life of the Church of the international

1life such as f& Ppreasnts ieal o0 1GT=0~C8YSe

a) The Church 1s in herself supranational, because She is uni-
versal. She extends herself to all men of all regions of the world
and oi all races. The Church is universal in the very expression of
her life.

b) On the other hand, the Church takes to heart all problems that
concern the life of man. Thus she 1s preoccupled mith all those
questions which, in our days, assume world-size dimensions. Though
her action is at work on the supernatural level, the Church is present
in all levels, and that not only because the supernatural is the
crowning and the completion of everything that is achleved on the
natural level, but also because the lay Christians, which are also
the Church, live their christian life and give evidence of Christ in
the temporal order,

¢) The development of international life gives to the Church
new human possibilities of presenting her universality in a very
practical way to men and institutions and thus to fulfll her mission
in the world in an effectusl way. On the other hand the world-size
problems, and the fact that there are organizations responsdble for
their solution, put the Church before the duty of being present and
collaborating in all these flelds, the duty which affords a sounder
basis end gives to the international work the christian marks which
it needs. In spite of safeguarding the possibility of a different
choice, according either to the natural or the divine law, the Church
must be in the vanguard of the solution of all problems where the
religious and human valours are concerned.




3. The role of the University in the moderh world and in the Church.

a) All problems that now-a-days are put in the world have some
idea at their basis. They cannot be solved without the adequate ap-
plication of other ideas. The working out of the solutions demands
leaders in the social 1life having a superior culture and a speclall
zed technique. As most of these leaders are formed at the Universi-
ty,izgiaigna is at the very root of all changes of structure in the
soc life.

The University has therefore, in the modern world, a mission
that is unique and unreplaceable.

b) Owing to her specific mission, the University assumes a very
special importance at the eyes of the Church :

In the one hand, because of her role in the transmission of
culture and of spiritual values, the University meets, to a certain
extent, the field of the Church herself. Wherever she recognizes
the Truth, she can be an unique instrument for the radiation of Truth.
In any case, through her students and graduates, the University plays
always a decisive role in this domain. Through them the Church may
provide, to the problems of today, an answer both sclentifically va-
luable and fully christian

In the other hand the Univoraitz may afford to the Church
"the basis of cixperievesy lay|knovbedge" thal)|she needs.

4, PAX ROMANA derives from the meetinz together of these three coor-

dinates: the problems of the modern world, the universality of the
Church, the mission of the University.

a) PAX ROMANA has, in the Church, "the mission of bringing the
christisn message to the students and to the intellectuals through
an world-size organized action, of putting at the service of the
Church the resources of their thought, of making Christ present in
the university milieu, in the world of culture, and in all activi-
ties proceeding from it,

There 1z af well-defined university apostolate. Besides ha-
ving as last purposes that are common to every redeeming task, this
apostolate has well-defined, immediate aims, proper methods and even
a spirituality of its own.

b) P.R. lives this university apostolate through the fulfilment
of certain big aims :

- the santification of each one of 1ts members in the

iystical Body through the Liturgy and the teaching
of the doctrine.

- the personal trouble of the student for everyone of



his brothers, expressing itself in antérfoctive action,.

- the formation of the students in considération of
their future role as graduates in society.

- the ereation, by the community of members of PR, of
a christian atmosphere at the University.

- the active collaboration with all those that try and
make the University a centre of a true culture, res-
pecting all human values and their hierarchy.

~ the responsabllity of making a catholic voice heard
in the midst of the university community and of re-
presenting the catholic students in the city and in
the organisms with which they collaborate.

5. The proper apostolate of P.R. is founded on vital-ideas that jus-
tify its orientation and activities.

a) The apostolic idea is the cause of being of the whole move=-
ments It is in the apostolate that P.R. expresses its proper life.
In our groups everything must be thought with a view to the attain-
ment of this aim. This apostolate is not a pfious idea, but the ef-
fective action to the conversion of souls, that we are obliged to
carry out by the fact of our Baptism., Everything must be based on
this conversion of the souls to Christ. From there proceeds the un-
replaceable rpie of the-personzl lection[of,sach-member of our groups
towards the obher wiiversity scvudentss This personal action, the
foundation-stone of a fruitful apostolate, is completed by the action
of the whole of the catholic group which acts as an whole, both on
the souls and on the structures which have such a decisive influence
on the full development of souls.

' The apostolate camnot therefore be confined to a field or to
certain private forms, It tries to reach every domain - the students,
the university life as such, the neutral orgenizations. To each one
of these one has to find out the fittest methods, that can be either
a retreat and spiritual exercises full of a lithurgical spirit, or
round-table discussions with the representatives of other ldeologi-
cal groups, or firm assertions at the time of preat ideological deba-.
tes in the University or in the civic life itself, including even '
things as simple as friendly gatherings where the students in coun-
tries of catholic minority can find a christian atmosphere and soun-
dly relex their minds,

The apostolate is connected with all these efforts and demands
a coherent presence in all these possible aspects.

b) The intellectual apostolate has a specific character of its
own. In spite of being verz'much democratized and of being overrun
by a more and more dominant crowd, the University still gives access
to professions where a specific intellectual activity is practised and
where an increasing responsability facing social life is required.



The catholic university people cammot avold ‘the duty of
acquiring a sound intellectual formation and a religious culture
on the same level as their secular culture. They must be apt to
face the problems of culture and of social 1ife that rise, first
of all, in the plan of ideas. Their specific contribution to the
mman commmity and to the Church lays in the effort of thinking
in a christian way all problems for which a fully technical-scien
tific formation is required, and in directing men to find true so
lutions for them. -

In this context it 1s clear that this intellectmal apostola
te is not a cold mental elaboration, cut out from the real life.
On the contrary; as far as this apostolate concerns the most baslc
problems of man it reaches the very roots of life, takes the whole
of its human warmth out of it, and becomes apt of tak charge of
the whole man and not only of this or that of his capacltlies; howe
ver the very exigencies that guide it oblige the intellectual apos
tolate to bend over all the problems with the same strictness of
thought and critical methods that constitute an element of securi-
ty in the pursuit of Truth.

¢) The unity of the Movement on all the levels is an essentlal
aspect of its life.

PR is neither an assembly of federations nor a superstructu
res PR rises on a local level wherever a catholic student attempts
to live his ubivenslity Socetion closely[linked with Christ, and to
direct to Him thie souid o &il''tiése who 1lve'airound him, Yet
through the dialogue that sets up among the different groups PR has
also a proper life on the national level, and beyond the frontlers,
on an international level. It is on this level that a true lMovement
becomes definable., It is precisely here, as a synthesls and comple-
tion of all individual and group experiences, that must rise the
idea that will give a new energy to the apocstolic work of each Fe-
depation and will help the lovement to fulfil its apostolic task
towards the other international organizations.

6« The specifiec task of PeRe is fulfiled at different levels and
according to a well-determined nature.

a) PR is composed of more than 80 mational federations which,
though keeping their autonomy and their close tles with the natio-
nal hierarchy, take as their ideal that of the Movement and give
1ife to it with the contribute of their concrete experience. The
Federations are not all of them, of the same kind, They cover large
domains of apostolic action, These diversity is a fact as deslrable
and fruiful as the diversity that distinguishes us, christisn indi-
viduals, This diversity does not mean that every one of our Federa-
tions has a scale of values absolutely different. By the very fact
of their affiliastion to PR, that is, a Movement of apostolate amidst
the university people, the Federations are engaged in the irradia-
tion of the life of Christ and His doctrine in the university milieu



and, owing to the responsability that balonga to ﬁhe University, in
the whole social life. This means that hiatorical*%aasona of birth
or of a present situation must be overcome in order to attain this
precedence of the apostolate that 1s expressed in the eager and pra-
ctical desire that the kingdom of CGod arrives. The true dlversity
is born therefore of the different way in which each person or each
grggp assumes the common values, gives them life and sets them in
action,

b) PR receives for that reason in itself all apostolic forms
which, though defining themselves in different social and historical
contexts, safeguard the essentiality of the apostolate and make of
it their main purpose.

In the other hand PR wishe the collaboration with the catho
lic organizations in the University in which the apostolate is not
their principal clear aim, PR has the duty of bringing to these or-
ganizations the dimensions of a specific university apostolate, 1li-
ved according the gulding-teachings o e Holy-Father. It is toge-~
ther with all these catholic organizations that the groups of PR
build the catholic community at the university. PR has the duty of
gilving to this community a genuine apostolic physiognomy.

¢) Within PR each Federation and each local group are indispen
sable cells. There can't be any real life in the Internationesl Hove
ment if there is no apostolic life at its basis,

Moreover, PH 1d-more vhat 'a sum of Federations., These ones
create among them a dialogue from where springs a proper life. This
proper life finds its expression in a common orientation and in the
coorfiinated efforts to achieve the proposed aims, In order to strengh
ten the development of this proper life PR possesses a mumber of ine
ternational organs. These organs are responsdble for the constancy
of the Movement to the 1deal accepted by its members, and for the
conereteness of this ideal in the particular situations of every mo-
ment.

These organs are:

1) The Interfederal Assembly, responsible in the first line
for the life of the Movement; deliberates on the activi-
ties of MIEC and on &ll problems concerning the aims of
PAX ROMANA; it passes judgement on the present orientation
of the Movement and decides as a last ressource on the
present orientation of the Movement; in a particular way
it orientates the federations, the Dirocting Committee,
the General Secretariat and the Sub-secretariats.

2) This one elects a Directing Committee, that is responsible
before the I.A. and has as tasks: in collaboration with
the General Secretary, to prepare the programe of the actl
vities and the manifestations of the Movement to be sub-
mitted to the Interfederal Assembly; to direct the activi-
ties of the MIEC on the basis of the decisions of the I.A.;
to guarantee the fulfilment of the engagements of the
Assembly.



3) As a member of the Directing Committee the General
Secretary of the Movement participates in the res-
ponsabilities of the leaders, and helped by the Se
ecretariate staff-team, looks after the accomplishment
of its tasks.

Besides this, the Movement possesses specialized organs,
the Sub-Secretariats, the main purposes of which concern the help
to be granted to the Federations and the work to be carried out
on the international level in consideration to the formation of 'the
students in the professional fleld and in other fields of a basis-
-formation (missionary formation, social formation, etc.)

These organs work in close connection with the correspondent
national groups.

7 PR_accomplishes its specific aims as an International Movement
through the carrying out of certaln means of action.

a) What regards the Federations and the development of their
apostolic work, PR makes use of three typical means :

- publications: these ones are primarily PAX ROMANA Journal,
which is supposed to reach every student, and the hand=-
boolts, on deyefel dapecti-of the eppstelic 1life and of the
base-rormabioh) ‘and ‘waldd' are 'suppeded to attein at least
every national and local leader,

- meetings: besides the international gatherings organlzed
by some Federations under the aegis of PR, the lMNovement
holds regionsl and world-size meetings (as for instance
the yearly I.A., preceeded of a Formation Seminar on a
particularly important theme, and every three years a
World Congress). These meetings have as a purpose the
creation of a true commnity-spirit among the students of
the several countries and especlally the study of problems
connected with the apostolate and of which the conclusions
must be carried to the different Federations, both through
their delegates in these gatherings and through further
publications.

- personal contacts: nothing matters if a deep friendship
does not exist linking, on the one side, national and Iin-
termnational leaders, end on the other side the simple
gtudents of the several countries. The personal contacts
or the contacts correspondence, the exchange with the
foreign students that are present in a certain country,
are the basis of this friendship.

b) PR, sharing the apostolic uneasiness of the Church facing
the university world and the world of culture, is present in the
international organizations connected with these domains., It parti
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cipates in common meetings; in close collaboration with other or-
ganintiom s 1t Eramotu meetings having a particular aim in view;
t is by itself "sponsor" of neutral organizations like the WUS.
In these meetings it must bring in the catholic point of view on
the several problems and collaborate actively in the creation of a
true supermational community among all the men.

Fundacéo Cuidar o Futuro



