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Mr. President

&

e

Members of all delegations

We would like to address you in the name of a country that
is at this moment undergoing a profound change in political and so-
cial aspects. The Revolution of the 25th of April 197% has brought
with 1t new possibilities in the way of democracy and pluralism, in
the construction of a true socialism and in the achievement of desco-
lonization. As a matter of fact, the fall of an authoritorian regime
has allowed the existence and exercise of democratic freedom, has
allowed new patterns of social life and the right for all voices to
be heard. The choice of true socialism by the people of our country
is the basis fguﬁxa%admraaf @FHF% society, where all
have the same opportunities and where exvlorers and exploited shall
be no more. The Revelution has also started the process of decoloni-
zation, based upon the recognition of the right of &1l1 peonles to
self—dnternination and indenendence and of the justice of a struggle
for national 1iberation.

Out of these framework of essential values and policies a
new socing 1s emerging in which portuguese women have a role to
play.

For us, then, the International Women's Yaar comes at a
time of deen change in political, social, cultural and economical
aspects; a time also of quest and tension, a time of growth as a
nation and as a people.

The Portuguese Goverment, in the text of a resociution about
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the celetration ¢f the Internaticnal Wemen's Year in our country
pointed out: "In Pcrtugal, this year coinoides with the consclida-
tion of the Revcluticn of April Z5th and its significance becomes,
therefore, narticulary imnortant, for the evolution of a country in
which women represent a great nrogressive force".

This revelaticrnary cituation that we live ncow leads us to
be particularly sensitive tc cne of the tasic roinis of this Confe-

rence and of the International Women's Tear - the whole concent of

develcpment and its global sienificance. We are at a stage when

develcpment is vital for cur country. It is a pre-requisite for the
achievement of cur ultimate pelitical goals.

What, then, can be cr must be the role of women in such a
rQVOluticnary COﬂtPIt and in a. UPrSnective cf develooment? To answer
this question, wa wéagéag&kal% éﬁrre wi%&tng)all, some cof our re-
flections on this vroint. &

First of all, what does develonment really mean and how
should women varticinate in its process? ‘

Development, as it has already been emphasied in this Con-
ference "is not only eccnomic grewth, but implies change, social,
structural and attitudinal change'". We certainly agree with the
fact that change involves increasing 'national income, iTproving
levels cf living, adcopting new technology, acquiring new skills and
capacities, changing values of cccupations, ete. Indeed, it 1s very
important refcrming the social econcmric structure and establishing
new Institutions. What is at stake with development is a much

broader concept of social change. Social change which implies eco~
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nomic growth, needs at least that eccnomic growth which makes funda-
mental social rights feasible und therefore capable of allowing a
new social order. In this centext, integration of women in develop~
'ment - that which ccneerns us now - is the ability to varticinate
actively in the process of change and to utilize effectively the
opportunities offered by it: integraticn of women in develovment
effert is indeed their canacity to introduce a new dinamic force in
these process of change made up by the collective attitude and .con-
certed action of women at all levels and in all snheres of social
and eccnomic life.

Women must participate - must be present and active as
women in this building up of new vatterns of society. Howevar, it
is true that TEP avaﬁbee loc Pd up #ﬂJ%LJFSteE of relationshivn
where the rules haveex%en more clearly defined than those of men and
have confined them to certain svheres of action. We want to stress
that even when we speak of the importance of the integraticn of
woren in development in terms of the economic value of that partici-
pation we take as the most important element the happiness of women,
the capacity for them to be active, havpiness builders of the new
society we all are looking for, regardless of the tyve of society
from which we come, regardless of the unequal distribution of wealth,
regardless of the low gross national product or the high gross natio-
nal product that characterizes each one of our countries.

It's always the woman as a human being, as full human being
with a right to happiness and a right to introduce in history a new

capacity of being humen that is at stake. We are tired of the slogans
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that we need to sacrifice ourselves for the next generation. In
fact, sacrifice is a beautiful thing when it comes out of a dynamic
and perscnal choice, but can not be imnosed by any authoritias.and
sacrifice is not a political rule. It is a moral attitude and as
such a moral attitude belongs to the individual conscience. There-
fore, it 1s the women today as they are, as human persons that should
be . our concern in all the efforts of their integration in deve-
lopment and construction of a new scciety.

| Another element to take inte account in this analysis is
our conviction that collective force of women will bring about a new
aspect in social change. It 1s very striking to see that social

change in all countries has been accomplished mostly by men, and

| women have to Tétnﬁ(ﬂgﬂggﬁﬁ C?ﬁﬂ%ﬂeﬁaij FﬁJTfirc)Even the countries

and the revolutions that consider themselves most avantgarde teake

for granted that women will follow in their wake. In Tact, very
often women can not do anything else but follow in the way of the
rules 1aid down by men. However, we think that it is time that women
help to change drastically the direction of social change. It was .
very interesting for us to see in the FAO paper concerning the role
of women in rural development the concept of social visibility. How-
aver, thig concept is not only a concént for the rural ﬁoman, but is
also a concept for the urban women. We need, in order to speak in
an adequate way of participation of women or integration of women in
development, to review completely the caﬁacity of women to make their
work and other women's work socially visible.

A last point on this question cf development and participa-
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tion and one that does concern every country is the concept of fun-
damental solidarity of all courtries in connection with development,
namely eccncomic develcoment. This iIn itself is a very important
prineinle because it outs above the individual needs and rights of
the different countries the need fer cocperaticn between all states.
The fact that particicaticn of all countries on a besis of equality
should be satisfied at the level of the world economic nroblems with
a view tc the common interest of s]1] countries is a most significant
one. This is imvortant because women in this context are subject of
chance. It is a discrizination made by the United Nations body it-
self if we go on distinzuishing between women in develoned and women
in develoning countries. We may_distinguish them for the sake of
analysis, for tEMHszQMLdaECQ EUW{Qromems in one vpart
of the world and in the other part of the world, but we can not dis-
tinguish them in what concerns strategy, because strategy imnlies the
solidarity among all countries and therefore the sclidarity ameng
women of all countries. That sclidarity is not only a conseguence of
the integraticn which is a vart of this new eccnomic order but - this
is fundarental for us - it is a basic conditicn for this new interna-
tional economic order tc be effective. That same change will also
be the basis of a new relationship among nations.

We have been sharing with you some reflections on women
development and participation. We are ccming to an end; however
we would like only to say how this is expressed in concrete terms in
our country at this moment. In the first place, there is a strong

feeling that the conditions are there for women to participate.
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There are the conditions and the will and the effort. As a matter
of faet portuguese women are there taking part massively in the
elections, colaborating in politiecal parties, in neighbourhood co-
missions,in worker's commitees in mass-meetings and street demons-
trations, etec. They may not be at decision-level yet, they may not
be in large numbers yet in high administrative and govermental posts,
but they, the women among the neople tuke resvonsatbilities and ini-
tiatives now. This is for us a socurce of hope and joy and a vromise
of a new society that we hope will be based upen justice and solida-
rity. We could also mention the concrete achievements in the ccn=-
quest‘of women's rights, but we shall not go into that now. We
shall only say that however much may have been accorplished in this
last year, we feel that i}ill almost everything remains to be done.
The other side EHFIQQ@@QSQHIIQ@LPOVFI‘yWI:Q exploitation of
women, both in the labour-market and in domestic 1ife.. In vrofessio-
nal work women still receive lower wages than men doing the same job.
At home, women still carry the burden of a douﬁlo task not shared by
men. Awareness of this oppression is wakening in women's minds. At
the same time the cavacity and the will to fight against oppression
and build justice is growing in their hearts. There is a revelutio-
nary forcé at work, both in the way of a structural change in society
and in the women's own status, role and condition.

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, we believe that our
task at this moment is to fight both for a Revelutiecn that may lead
us to complete freedom as a people and for a Revelution on the Status

of VWomen that may lead us to full participation and fullfilment.



Mr. Fresident

As I finish this statement, allow me to greet in a very
specilal way the women of Angola, Guine-Eissau and Mozambique. That
they may help to build new countries of justice of freedom. For

them and their peonles the best wishes from the womsn of Portugal.

Fundacéo Cuidar o Futuro



COMIESAQ DA CTHDICAL FEMININA

Portugal and the Internationaj Women's Year

1. In Portugal, the year 1975 was officially recognized as
the International Women's Year by a resolution of the Provisory Go-
vernment in the session of January 8th 1975. The resolution reads
as follows:

"The year 1975 was proclaimed the International Women's
~Year by the General Assembly of the United Nations. In Portupgal it
coincides with the consclidation of the Revolution of April 25th and
its significance becomes, therefore, varticularly important, for the
evelution of a country in which women represent a great pregressive
force.

Consiliﬁma@%r@tjisda?ioaigﬁmf-dctuality of the
goals which the International Women's Year is meant to reach, namely
the eliﬁination of all forms of discrimination de jur;:and de facto,
in relation to women, the imolementation of the particlpation of wo-
men in social progress and the recognition of their centribution on
the local, national and international levels, for the establishment
of peace;

. Being aware, on the one hand, of the serious situations of
discrimination still existing in Portugal, in what concerns the full
participation of women in many sectors of the 1life of the country and,
on the other hand, of the special opportunity which can be offered
by the year we are living fd} a large integration of women in every
aspect of the national reconstruction;

The Council of Ministers calls the attention of all the
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departments of State, the Armed Forces, Political Parties, Professig

nal organizations and other non-governmental organizations in order
that, during this year, efforts may be pursued to make the Revolu-
tlon now happenning a Revolution with an authentic participation of
women, according to the genuine character of the portuguese woman
and in agreement with the gulde-lines proposed by the program of the
United Nations".

2.

In the line of the programatic principles contained in the

resolution of the Government, aiming at ‘the integration and vartici-
pation of women at every level, we could see the presence of women
in high posts in Government and Administration, namely: 1 woman-Mi-
nister of Social Affairs, previously Secretary of State for Social

Security, 1 wol;ald-ﬁ@{a@éﬂrguji%g Q:IF&«LEHLQ and Scientific Re-

search, 1 woman in the Council os State and a few more in top admi-

nistrative posts. This oresence, however, in the most representa-
tive places doesn't exist any more at this moment, which may be con-
sldered a step-back in this type of participation.

3.

Women,

On the governmental level the Comission on the Status of
a body for study and action in the Ministry for Social Affairs
has been responsible for the official program of the International
Women's Year. This Comission has had as its main concern during
this year to take advantage of the existence of an International Wo-
men's Year for an action of information of public opinion, in rela-
tion to the most urgent prob&ems concerning the status of women.
Such an action has a special importance in the concrets circumstances

of our country, as ws have to grasp the opportunity offered by a re-
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volutionary moment in which everything is guestioned and many forces
are at stake in order to try to achieve another revoluticn in the
field of women's situvation, which is nct necessarily changed by a
soclalist revolution only.

The International Women's Year, however, has been a motive
of interest, not only on the Governmental level, but also for non-go-
vernmental organizations of women, with different characters, either
feminist, professional, partisan, religious cr others, who have in-
troduced this line in their programs and initiatives in different
wéys.

However, starting in the last two months of 1974, there
have been efforts to bring together some of these non-governmental
organizations Ifﬁntdeaé%sétn dﬁfhﬁ ﬁﬁﬁlﬁrﬁ‘ woﬁ:en, in order to
elaborate a common program for the year 1975. This program should
be flexible enough to allow the participation of différent ideolo-
Blcal tendencies and different views on a number of problems. On
the othér hand, one should stress the unifying project of this pro-
gram - the promotion of the situation of women, both legal and de
facto in our scciety.

Having discussed the meaning and opportunity of the cele-
bration ;f an International Women's Year in Portugal now, it was
agreed within this group that such a celebration was not envisaged,
in terms of "festivities" with solemn events, but rather as a series
of concrete and progressive efforts at 511 levels, in the way of
accelerating a change in the situation of women.

As first steps to reach this goal, it was stressed the



need to "identify and denounce the areas of discrimination against
women in our country", and in these terms the substantive content
of the program was approved by the Comission on the Status of Women
together with the non-governmental organizations. The organizations
collaborating in the program are a total of 14 up till now, but the
opportunity for new members remains open. Concerning this group and
its composition, one should stress the very remarkable asvect of an
effective plurality within it, and at the same time the capability
that has been exercised to go beyond ideological differences, diffe-
Tences of method or others, to find a common platform of work and
engagement in this action. This fact we consider extremely positive.
In the beginning of January this common program was set in

motion, meanﬂdfﬂﬁ@é@d%gﬁlﬁio@ﬁﬂu@nmn the following

aspects: P

- Discriminations against women in Family Law.

The participation of women in civie and political 1life.

The double task of the working woman in contrast with the tra-

ditional images of the role of women.

Differences in wages between men and women and conditions of

work in industries with large numbers of working women.

The status of women and family planning.

During the months of January and February, this groups sty
died and gathered material‘concerning the first theme and used it fer
Information through the mass-media.

During the months of March and April the group did some

research and thinking on the second theme and the material which was
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collected is now being used for information of the® public ovinion.

The work will continue during the year 1975 in relation
to the other themes, the perspective always being that of denouncing
the situations of injustice and discrimination, together with positi
Ve proposals for the Qolution of these same situations.

Yo Beyond this common program of action for the International
Women's Year in collaboration with non-governmentail organizations,
the existence of this year has been the framework for all the work
of the Comission on the Status of Women and has really been present
in all the initiatives and actions.

One should stress in the first place a certain impact upon
the public ovinion concerning the questions inherent in the Status of
Wwomen, mainly ugh artizi d jntp vifws in a number of newspa-
pers and mdgazinas, a wel as n one program in Radio and one in
T.V. One should also stress the work accomplished by women-journa-
lists, through a sistematic contact and exchange of information and
views, which has already had as an effect a certain impact on public
opinion.

The Comission on the Status of Women has also started the
publication of an Information Bulletin, mainly concerning the themes
of Inte;national Women's Year and containing the more relevant natio-
nal and international news. |

As a project, which the Comission on the Status of Women
hopes to start soon, there .is the existence of one counselling office
for women meant to give advice to women concerning their rights and

responsibilities.



Also, there is a possibllity, which is now being studied
'in collaboration with a group of artists, to have an exhibiticn with
paintings by women artists to take place in Lisbon and evantually to
Igo to other places of the country.
5e Some non-governmental organizations have also had initia-
tives of their own to commemorate the International Women's Year.
We shall mention but some of the most relevant:
Women's Democratie Movement - This organization celebrated

]
very specially the 8th of March - Women's International Day - with a

mass meeting and other events and the edition of a special poster for
the Day.

This organization is also preparing a Women's Congress 1n
September, whEhjﬂda@ab @wdﬂp@tEﬂtME@ of oreparation for
the World Women's Congress to take place in Berlin in October 1975,
promoted by the International Fedération of Democratie Women. They
have also taken part in international meetings preparatory of this
World Congress, both in Varsaw and Budapest.

Another significant event was the recent visit- to Portugal
of Mrs. Valentina Tereshkova, member of the USSR Presidium and well-
known cosmonaut.

-

Women's Liberation Movement - Trying to call the attention

of public opinion te the discrimingted status of women in many spheres
of their lives, this feminist organization held a street demonstra-
tion in January 1975, which‘gave occasion to a violent opposition and
strong protest and clearly showed the masculine patterns of Portu-

guese society.
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Among the projects and initiatives of this organization,
one should stress the League of Women's Rights, now being organized,
in the line of the same so-called League in France initiated by Si-
mone de Beauvoir. Its fundamental purvose is to study and defend the
rights of women, especially in the fields of family law and profes-
sional work. There is also the possibility of the 1st International
Women's Court to take place in Portugal to call the attention of the
world to the crimes against women, committed and allowed by a type
of soclety which is ruled by essentially masculine patterns.

6. In what concerns the participation of Portugal in interna-
tional meetings within the International Women's Year, one should
stress the particinatiog of a portuguese delegation in the Interna-
tional meetinfungagag CaLUrdahQ EaLUtMEQiized by the French
Governmer.t, the presence of delegates of the Portuguese Comission on
the Status of Women in the European Seminar in April in Brussels and
the participation in Varne in the Congress of Women lawyers in May.
Portugal is also present in the World Conference of the International

Women's Year in Mexico in June-July, and the points of the program

- have been discussed and prepared by the group of non-governmental

organizdtions collaborating with the. Comission on the Status of Wo-

men.



