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iIr, Chairman,

The main purpose of ny intervention is %o noint

out that under the iten under comsideration we are Cealing

witi a totally different problen fron the one tie United

llations started Uo tacxle in 1953,
Indeed, tle report of the Secretary General

(A/8330) shows tze inadequacy of tae existing labsrioug

-

attenpis to Zormulate internation el instruments in thig
reals,
in the report we have tiree sets of docunents:

= ©oI a principle-level tiere is a draft of sone

articles of a "Declaraticn on the Zlinination of all forms
of religicus intclerance" (as presented iz A-, 1),
-
conplenented ”a?inconclusnve report of a working-group;
- then, before the theoretical basis had been
agreed upon, tiere is the preambule and several artvicles

o what 1&? 3C0ome a(ifﬁa%k§Hb%?ﬂFaﬁttnaCFntica'

ccgoiamentec agai g ¥ isolated efforts t> add other

articles;
- and, finally, on a practical exi iotential level,

there are some neagures of inplementaticn, subnitted By

3

tie sub-conisecioz on Jreveniion of discrinmination and

.

proveciion oFf ninorities.,

=

hese unfiniphed attenpts are in themselves a

ot

8 that there ig a Zeeling of uneasinesg about thig issue

2

&

in the world community. Ty would that be so?

it is ny assumption that the angle through which
this question has been approached needs & derinite and

deternined shi?

in Yaect, the swmary records of the Comnisgion
on Zunan Zights, of the Sub-Commitiee on Protection o2
Minorities, oZ the 3rd Committee during ithe 22nd sessio:

of tie General Assenbly, though extremnely enlightening so
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ag o the difficulties faced then by the world counity,
are focusced on issues whioch, I presgsune, belong to the
past.

Taree factore play an inmportant role in the
currert situatioczn:

-~ the evclution of the corporate formg of

»

=~ Xhe gell-understanding o the States thenselves;

- 338 world public opinion,

In a Bird's eye view of ithese Tactors ihe
following can be gaid,

Firgd, the great religions of the world as well

ag the great phylogonhical novenments wirich have an

inotitutional form have Decome in the lagt years niore open

to other convietions, less dognetic in their expression of

the truth, gore ready for exchange and encounter with

othera,
Eence, tolerance is the ey-note o7 the presen
2

tine, EAAHQ@Q@Q@U@@QQ E:U.;Iuggrance here is

not gought for the sake of a moral prizneciple, &
condescending way towards other hunan beings, lather,
tolerance has become Tor the great beliels (theistic or
athelistic) an imner demand in the pursuit of truth, A
new vadersivanding of praxis in all belisfs identifies the
trutl and the way towarde it,

It ig all nankind who shapes tlhe way, Ieace,

trut: encompasses nany forms of search and conviecticng,

Second, it would seen that an analogon

develcpuent has talten place within the States.

L))

Faced with urgent probleus o? developnent iz all
its Zorms, and witl questions of peace and secu ity, most

States have evolved intc a practical recopnitisn of the

presence of different Zormg of religion and belief in

osalmee




their nidsot, with all the juridical consequences enitailed

Ry that recognition, I an not ignoring that in difZerent
States or between States there are grave probleng which
seen o pertain to the gquestion of "indol ierance on tie
grotad of religicn and heéliefM, I aceept, nowever, ithe
hypovhesis tnat it ig aearly Impeseiblie to asingle out in

o

<~ Paezgnenon ozn the sole ground of
religicn and belie?, Im nost cagepn, the intolerance at
stalte is intertwined with Problens of racial ﬂiscrininatiaq
of gocial disparities, o2 opposiie views en political gels-
-reliiance,

<t ig only just to recall lhere thai iZ the
aypothesis, o2 a change in the States aititudes Proves to

be true, tle iafluence of great tolerant leaders in the

reals o? religion and belief cammoi Be igacred,

In the eecatinuous internlay between
ingtitutional forms o7 religion and belie? and the State,
& Cletinetion emerges as to the understanding of the
concept FUHQM.CULQ@F QCFLJILL[O Iadeed, thip
ezpression has a universal and clear interpretation for
t2e beliefs whiecl have & coherent body of thought or a
definite cede of life-style., For then, freedom of thought
anc Delie? is conneected with a oethical inperative Tor tae

perscn to pursue truth and to conply his 1life with hi

convietion,

Such is not necessarily the case for the State,
iTone o tlecge imperatives are zart o2 the ccllective
respongibilivsy o7 the State Tor flhe "polign, Ilone are
part of ihe secular State, What is Tundameatal for the

State ig "the inounity in all nmatterg conceriing religisn

g0 thas every man nay be free 4oc Tolloy or nce o follcw

1
the precepis of Lig omm consciencae'", (1)

(1)
Lctag da Clmara Corporativae, Parccer no 25-Z Z,DSe 709
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&ve, freedon in religion or belief can

ke "eggentially a Lridical concept apt to safeguard basic

righto of the citizezs., It is neiiher a phylosophical

coneeRt nor a theolsgical one!, (1)

inion could not but be affected by tiae

Degpite tae pbill exisding Lot-beds of
diserinination and inflexibility, a greater mderstanding
anong public eopinioz of the legitinacy ¢ the diflerent

forms o2 religion and belief has grown.

Ur, Chairman,

ilearly 20 yearc agc, the decisisn was talen Dy
the United ITationg 4o tacizie a2 "eiudy o digserinination

in religioup righits and practiceg",

iz 3he ohort life-spaz of the Crganisaticn, we
can perhaps gay that te comsideration of this iten

svarted during wihat could be called its "lledieval periasdn

= s Fratlacan et UFEae:e febitiRi00z tae 2irst
exechanges:

- =

~ the nuiual igacrance or competition between

>

greav formg of religion or beliefs;

the use of the religiocus guestion either as
a political banner or as a political weapoz withia the
State! s boundaries;

.

perneating the pelitical

ct

- The "eruzagde" spiri

Zield and, thus, bringing Stetes against eaclh other on the
bagis of religion or belief.

Poday the seope o the iten under congideration

ig mod anyaore & digguised attennt at "religious waz",

Gu

ained at tareatening this or that State.

© ig, ratler, ibe need 3z alfir together, as
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"the peoples of the United ITationsg", a well-recognized

right and primeinle,

The title nay be the sane used in other

neetings of the United Mations organs but itg Digtorical

eontexzt uakes of it a different problen,

Tlerefore, ax international instrument on tae
elimination ¢of diserinination based sa religion or
belief doesn't come aaynaore, in the Zirst place, fron a

need of protecvisn of ninorities. It cones, rather, Zron

the acknowledgement that freedon o7 vacught and belief is

anong tae bvacic rights of the huwnan person and, as such,
requires az accurate elaboration,
A parallel can be drawn here betwsen the

ingtrunents ¢f international law tae United llaticas has

beea trying to draw up tarougiout the years and the

evoluticrn of constitutional lay insice cach State. As

the internal law of a country evolves, the basic rigihts
aid down in Its comstitution are gradually unfolided in

:QLH d@& QvEr'ylt:LJ;p of indivicual

HCAS 7 _’

Likewise, the United Hations and its agencies
hQave been uncceasingly elaborating international
ingtrunents related to different fields of hunan rigats.

llotizing seeno more logic than to give to the right oz

the freedon of thouzit and belie? its adequate

"tranglation" iIn terms of the United ilations attenpt to

ccver all nuwman rights,

Je could regret that tlhe CGeneral Assendly
didatt abice by its own decision tc give rhigh priorityn
to tais iten, But gomelow the "pause" in its discussiocn

> "

oay allow tae General Asgembly to have a radically new

starting-»noint,

ssak e
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fron a practical point of view, it seens ihat
rehandling the nany incomplete drafts ig nst the tasik
aiead Zor the General Agoenbly.

Ag they are, such articles appear scnmewhat

out-dated and irreievant in the pregent situation of

the world.,
Uy Celegation is strongly comvinced that a

L

new Fregh start ioc aseded in order 4o dra?s a new

invernational docunent,

Witk this goal in nind, we would like to
suggesv the fellowing stepas:

a) Formation of a vorking—greup constituted by
experts of different religions and beliefs drawn ocut
through lember States as well ag trough ilG0's.

b) The main task of the working-group would be

to do a comprehensive research of ihc Goeuwents issued by

tie United 1Mations organs (iaecluding records of thig

comittﬁandagméb Cfdl* L}é\)ﬂFﬁtﬁTeé and up-to-date

-

analysis of whatl’ apnesrs o uncefinable agsenble of
arcvicles,
¢) Te would like to point out that we consider

ey to this analysis tihe extremely valuable study zZ the

special rapporitcur made between 1956 and 1959 and

published Dy the United Mations in 1980. Sone institutions

outlined in tize last part of that study have proved s be
truc and can now be further explored.

¢) Bearing in nind that a radical ckange i tie

concept and practice of Ireedon of religicn and Beli
has talren place in the last 6 years, we would welcome an

irmediate consultation by the Secretary General to

Governnents of liecnper States ag tc the current situatior

oZ the problen of "elinmination of intclerance or the
grownd of religion and belief" botk in derns o2 the law

o s



anc of whe practice.
e) Te would hope that the 28th session of tie

CGeneral Assenbly will give true high priosrity to this iten

and that its comgideratiocn woulé be baged on the redcrt of

the working-grous and ocn the report of the Secretary

General contalining the survey of tlhe answers of Goveraents

Iir. Chairman,

ily Gelegation has cxanired the Res. 4/C,3/L.1980
againot this background of the suggeotions just nade, 1t
iz obvious that we would hope for a resolution that would
§o Zuxrther than this onoe,

We accepl, however, this regsluticn hes a
reagenable ecuprenige between the past and the radieally
"new future" whiecl already the special rapporteur iz 1960
atienpied to deseride,

Poerelore, we will vote 2or tho regolutisn

Pesere Fufidacad Cuidar o Futuro
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