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THE CHRISTIAN CITIZEN

Liady Jackson.

To be a citizen is comparatively rare. Most people are not free citizens
but subjects. Usually the state bears down on its subjects, using them as a
sort of convenience, as material to be used in giant undertakings. _In history
'-'potlc governments grew up with the development of large scale public works
‘h as in the early civilizations of Bgypt and Sumaria, and we see tha same
“gnomenon in Russiz and China today. 1In such systems, it is easy to- ‘tpeat
an tyrannically, and indeed it is the only way of effectlng ragid devélopment
in such vast political units as the Soviet Union. Here we se¢ the irony of
Communism which claims %o be so modern and yet uses a method as old as man himself,
Lgain, power being a great temptation, tyrannical government ia much more wide-
roread than democracy.

The Greeks and citizenship: Up to the timé of the Greeks, there had been
0 concept of citizenghip. Withsthem came the notion of the freedom of the
individual and the relations_hip between the state and its citizens. = The.Greeks

Sl 1) tho zule of law

2) direct representation.
The government was not so much one of men as of law., It was not arbitrary but
onec in which all the 43%3H6K§ 3 t strongly that
this rule of law was what distir 1sha em from other neighbouring states, whom
they called the "barbarians'. '

Ag for direct representation, we have to remember the difficulties of
musranteeing it in largo political units e.g. the United States. Only in the
Siss Cantons do we find anything approaching Greck direcct represcntation.

Thepe two aspects of democracy and citizenship — 1) the rule of law and 2) direct
reoresentation are fundamental to our concept of democracy today. We should

nlso pemember that Christian philosophy supports these two aspcoets, transfiguring
=nd adding to them in the 1light of Christian teaching.

Aspects in Christian philosophy which favour democracy

1) Christian belief in the rule of law and direct representation is founded

, man'g basiec metaphysic equality. All men will stand naked before God on the

- of the Last Judgnent. Ovr conviction thaet all men are metaphysically equal,
all children of Cod, and that all will have to render an account of their actions
ig a powerful deterrent to despotic government. Our belief is the charter of
human freoedom. All stand under God and then under the rule of the law.. The King
was always "under God and the law". NMejorities have no more rights than kingsj
1Hcy too must work within the framework of the law and the rights of the individual.

-jorities can be wrong, e.g. Hitler or the Communist majority in the eclections
1Mlcl in Czechoslovakia in 1947. ;

This belief in man's basic equality is crucial when it comes to types of
~epresentation, Christianity does not lgy down a definite programmec i.e. there
i: no inherent repugnance in a voting systom that depends on standards of age,
cduention etc. but the ecriteria must never be irrational e.g. colour of one's
sldin, sex ete. The test is - are the criteria rational?




2.

) Compassion in Christisnitys Christianity teaches that in some special
way, the poor, the uneducated and the simple are blessed by God. This cancept
ig essential to democracy, and it is one which is found in no other religion
except Buddhism. One of the reasons André Gide gives for his disillusionment
on visiting Russia in the 1930's was that no one was allowed %o be miserable
or unhappy. If . anyone dared to be less fortunate than the norme of the
state required, he was itrampled under foot and cast out by society. ’

3) The rule of the independent consciences "Render to Caesar what is
Cassar's, and to God what is God's". The Christian has two distinct loyalties —
the atate and hig own consgcience or the dictates of the law of God., Thesge
separate loyalties are clearly expressed in St. Thomas More's words at the

_atakes "I am the.Kjng's true servent, but God's first". The dictates of the
independent cons .citnce is a weapon against Tyranny. Despotic governments

are always aware of this fact and it is interesting to note that in Communist
countries, Christians are immediately attacked precisely because they refuse
to bring their consciences into line with government policy...the Church is
always uneasy under despotic governments even Christian ones where the Church
is apparently free to exercise its spiritual mission. : ‘

. What of Christian responsibidity towards citizenship?

1) Montesquicu held that the great tradition of republics had to be
based an virtue - honesty, integrity, devotion. The Christian faith teaches
. thet it is more blessed to give than to receive, We are the leaven both

because we are Ch sﬁﬁ@a@ﬁg Lv alo m ﬁority of educated
people. In everyrgi : . 3::§A gj icf oty E o lead a selfish

life. But as Chris_tians we cannot accept a "what is in it for me?" attitude.

Hore much depends on teachers for the training of the next generation.
It is not so much what the teacher teaches as what he/she is. He must show
that positive human goodness iz an adornment of life, something which can
_be exercised in any profession. "Christianity should create the minority of
abeolutely honest, responsible people, the lever or basic energy of free
. society. This does not mean that there will be no dishonest politicians,
but without the leaven st leasgt, democracy is doomed to failure.

2) The use of leis ure. Christians should usc some of their leisure
for the good of the community i.es in local and national government.

3) The Christian belief in the basic rights of man should be coupled
with patience, tolorance, and love - love = willing the other's good. We
cannot overcome hatred and fear, if we return like for like. Love is no%

" incompatible with an attompt te get political rights, cducation, social
progress. The emergence of people from ignorance means the break up of
"hatred and fear and consequently favours economic and social PrOgress.

Quéstions A way of breaking down racial discrimination?

The best way of breaking down racial discrimination is through education,

through the meetitig of minds. This progress in gducation is the main factor

in the improvement of race relations in the Uniitcd States. Education should
crento a naturel not an artificial ficld of common interests. Education will
also lead to common opportunitics.




