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@ s _ The African Newsletter moves to Afrieca!l
ditorial
T TN

The "African Newsletter" was launched in 1954 on the initiative of Pax Romane
Secretariat, It is an excellent demonstration of the willingness of Pax Romana
to extend its international role thwroughout the world,

Pax Romena, the Internmational liovement of Catholic Students, has been in contact
with South Africa since a few decades baclz. liost of the other contacts are recent,
some very recent. 4As late as 1954, Pax Romana had contacts with South end Zast
Africa, Sierra Leone, Gold Coast and Senegal., "There are also University Colleges
in the Belgian Congo, Nigeria and Sudan with which the General Seeretariat does not
have contact," adds the "Africen Newsletter," 1954, An interesting case is that of
St. Augustine Society, the Catholic Socicty of Khartoum, the University College of
Sudan, which made itself known to Pax Romanz at the time of its formal application
for embership!

Contects with Dast Africe were made possible through iliss Rosemary Goldie who visited
liakerere College at the close of 1953, She was attending the First Leaders' Heeting
for the Apostolate of the Laity held in Kisubi, Uganda. Through informal talk, she
explained the meaning of Pax Romana to & few officers and members of both St. Augus—
tine and St. Ferdinand Societies. TFor the first time, the name had some meaning.
This is adequately verified by the diréet contact with the Secretariat establizhed
almost immedintely,

At Fllleli in 1954, just pfter the publication of the first issue of The Newsletter,
we see lx. Villige |DHvilesrysimbing |al [ebodt 60 Aedibzl [e) outlines the basie
functions of the bulletin "td suppy as ruch infortation as possible over as wide an
area as possible,”" to be a means for "the dissemination of news and information®
as well as including "articles of a gencral intellectual nature." Our aim is to
steer the Newsletter on the above orineiples, to be augmentative rather than
revolutionary,

The one most potent factor thut led the Secretariat to publish this bulletin perhaps
is to breal isolation by introducing "commmication", which the first issue proclaimed
as being "responsiblc for the degree to which men coopercte." The Newsletter will
devote many of its pages towards this struggle. Isolation still remains a major
challenge to lay apostles in Africa, If the bulletin succeeds in bringing together
the ideas of young intellectuals in Africe, it shell certainly have achieved

something of lasting value.

There will be much to say later on the proposed Pax Romana African Seminar, liore
information will follow separately, and it is only after the proceedings of the Inter-
federal Assembly in Viernna have been carefully digested that we shall plunge into the
relevant detnils. However, the Seminar will be & mein topic of our discussions

for a long time to come, We cordially thank Pax Homana for the work done so far, and
at the same time ask the IS to eontinue its support. The Hewslotter comes to Afrieca
to be nearer home. low that groups in Africa are awalie to the work of Pax Romann ,
African regional work is likely to inereasec by lcaps and bounds, and the bulletin

will play a major part in this development. The cooperation of the Csatholie hniversity
students in Africo and overseas is a must if the Newslettor - their African Nowletter —
is to continue its sacred trust. From Fribourg we hear farewells, but we sense the
cordial feeling of welcome coming from Capo to Cairo, from Guardafui to Cape Verde. The
worst optimists among us have a sure bet here that the welcome will continue, =if, M,
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Dedicating the Chapel: UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF IBADAN, NIGERIA

(The following i8 tho text of the sermon delivered at the Dedication of the University
College Chapel of Our Lady Seat of Wisdem, by the Very Rev. licr. J. L. Coonan, S.T.L.,
National Chaplain to the Overscas Students in U.K. = from the Nigerian Catholic Herald),

- em ==

We are gathered here to dedicute this becutiful Chapel to the service of God so that

the Sacrifice of the lass may be ronewed daily on its cltar, and so thet Christ Hime
self, in Mis humanity and Divinity, may dwell as a guest in this Tabernacle, That, in
all conscience, is o solemn enough event. But there are eircumstances which add yeu
more to this occesion. This is no ordinary chapel, and this no common place. This is
a University, and this Chapel will be the spiritual centre of the daily lives of gencra=-
tions of the intellectuanl elite of this wonderful country, as they prepare and train

to place their developing personclitics and their ripening talents ot its service., In

that lies the added significaace of this morning's event.

The site and buildings of o University have an importonce of their own, but mainly so
because of the activity which takes place therein. What is that cetivity? It is no
less than the pursuit and ei_cercis-e of what, in its full completeness the great s
theologion Thomas Aquines, counted as the ultimate ond and purpose of oll humen endeavor,
" the pursuit of ‘mowledge, the attainment of truth, "For leaven," wrote Aquinas, "is
the exercisc of man's highest faculty, his intelleet, on its highest object, Truth
itsel?, vhich is God." A wniversity is by definition a school of universal lcarning.

o single science con be fruitfully pursued in complete isolation from its comnection

with the general body of mowledge, for less in i o_lati.onFIw jrérsa, in contro-
diction to the ultimate ﬁﬂn X ﬁwm{iol . r revelgtion,

It hos been the disaster of our time, that just when the wonderful ‘sccrets and hidden

potentialitics of God's created universe werc being delivered up by nctivity of men's

God~created mind, a firn grasp of the final purpose of human life slipped from so many
minds.

A university is concerncd with wniversol learning, but learning docs not develop in a
vaeuun; it develops in you, and you arc sometining rore than & mind - an intellect, An
educction vhich is sound will nol be content with instructing people in 'techniquas,
turning them only into ingineors, Architeets, Apriculturists or Doctors. It will be
conecrned with the full development of all the pobentinlities and faculties of the
mind and imaginotion, the body and soul of the pupili Tiore than that it will be
concerned with re-orientating and directing them towards, the scrvice of God and to
that of others for the salke of God,

If them,thosc who have chosen the site of this chapel and its architectural style~-so
firmly underlining the mareh of the past into the present ~are to be commlimented on
the soundness of their choice, how very much greater is the debt of gratitude whiech
we owWe them for their insight, undersiending and genevosity in contributing to the
.establishment of this chapel, For here is thc heat ond centre of your University
life, not only in its purely personal spiritual aspects, but in its totality. Ho.
stotement in the lecture hall which is which is at variance with the truth herc
in-shrined is more than a half-truth. For truth cannot contradiot itself, it is one,
end here dwells He who said, I am the wey, the truth and the life.

Hore then you will come, and the generations aftor you with thosc personal and perhops
anguished problems insecparable from any genuine growth in mind, heart or body and
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and here Our Lord in the Blessed Seeramont will comfort Yyou and strengthen you to
face and overcome them, and Our Lady Queen of Sorrows will consolc you. Here you
end those who follow you will bring the triumphs and the failures, the achicvements
and the set~backs of your academiec earcers to lay them at the feet of Christ and
look ot them in the light of His wisdom. How broad and wide end deep and universal
is the attitude which o proper understanding of the liass cer give us, and how
suitable its offering in o University., Here in the Confessional the generations will
come and the wounds inflicted by sin will be healed by the Sserement of Penanee,

and questing growing minds will be guided and encouraged,

Here in the intimete union of the Sacraments of the Lucharist, the life of Grace

will be strengthened, hoarts will be touched, passions cocled, ambitions trensformed,

¢levated and refined. Loy all of us, and not the least those of this University,

and this country rich in its promisc for good, under the guidance and shelter of

Mary the Seat of wisdom be finally led through the shadows of this world, and from

the pale refloctions of truth, to truth itself, ‘§@mﬂﬁoa
&
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ST. AUGUSTINE SOCIETY - Hew Publishers of the AFRICAN NEVSLETTER "

Ve are sure that the Catholic students in Africs and ¢lsevhere will hail the

newest development on the "African Wewsletter". I+t has for a long time becn the
wish of Pax Romana-ILCS to havs this bulletin published by African hands and on
Mrican soil, Thanks to the recent negotiations between Pax Romens Secrctariat

e RIS T O P e i

It is all o result of negotiations. At Flieli, it was deeided thet no African
Catholic student body other than the South African federation could tochnically do
the editing ond the publishing of the lowsletter. Due to the geegraphically extreme
position of South Africa, the Hewslotter never went there, Pax Romana Seerctarict
began looking for hosts as a result of this, nnd they recently found orc in the

St. Augustine Society.

I had the privilege of being Cheirmon of the Literature Committee of St. Augustine
Society when the rocuest came. iy Committee talked over this proposition and drafted
o number of conditions which, if fulfilled, would make the proposition acceptable to
use The Society's Executive next took the issue, discussed it, and ¢nded by confirme-
ing the Literature Committee's recormendations. In an extraordinary generel meeting
of the Society, the idea in principle was passed unanimously (nem. con.).

A few words about the host socicty will perhaps be useful. St. Augustine Society has
been in existence for about a decade now, and was founded primarily out of necessity.
The Catholie Community in the then liakorore College could not resist the temptation of
forming themsclves into o wisible unit due to their common sympathies, responsibilities,
difficulties, ecte. The Chaplain, Rev. Fr. G. Carney, fhen a lecturer in Geography,
helpod them to ereate this greatly needed body.

The University College of Zast Africa has o student population of more than 55C, with
loss then o third as Catholics. About three—fourths of them arc registered members
of the Society. The general aim is +o create a coherent Catholie commuiity in the
College, and to foster a epirit of lay apostolate within and without the University,
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The Society organises lecturcs end visits. People who have given tall's recently
range from the Chief Justice of Ugandn to the Chaplain himsel?, Fr. Paul U, TFoster,
0,P. - himself a'lecturer in History. The places viesited may be schools and eollcges,
factories, cte., or places of pilgrimege. The Society for exemple, must make one
visit & year to Namugongo, the place where the famous Bogende Martyrs ;
were burned to death.

The Society follows Western Democracy. The Exeeutive is made of the Preside ent, Secre-
tery, Treasurcr, Chairmen of both the Literature and External Relations Commlttee

plus two elected Committee members, The Society's orientation and activities are
centred around its Chaplein. The Extornal Relations Comnittee is et this moment
investigating the possibilitics of forming an Bast Africon Federation of Cotholic
Students. There arc at the moment three institutions of higher learning in East
Africa, the other two being techniccl schools,

The Chapel Choir Committee has the duty of Koeping thu Chapel nlcely resounding
with music ot the appropriatc moments. A group of volunteers come together once o
week to discuss minins and crotchets, and ennounce their results on Sundey ot Moss,
and on Wednesdeys et tiw weekly Benediction. Some of the bost student pionists
are to be found in this group,

The Literature Commitice is not so convivinl a group, but it nevertheless has o very
busy programme. It looks after the Chapel Library, mainly comprising e toll pile of
CTS publicotions, a few donated Catholic books and a variety of Cotholic NEWSPAPETrS.
The Cormittce also cdits and publishes "Augustine tlewsletter", the officinl organ of
the Society. The Newsletter is the common ficld of expression for anybody who has
soncthing to say, but being 8 C;thollc studont publication, it prefers articles on
lay apostolate to items i ; j Ay er" is now sent
to all the Bishops and . gtg¥jggLTEI3fi;fpruv1ng to be
very successful. Its gencral ain is to fostﬂr the lay apostolate spirit cumong the
East Africen "educated class." From now on, the Comiittee will be responsible

for the editing ond publishing of the "Afriean lNewsletter."

Not much can be seid in this time ond space on the Socicty's Rosary Group nor will
the Legion of liaxry be mentioned here, although they.are both flourishing., The Study
Groups however, need o more just treatment., They differ from the clessical Study
Groups found within Catholic student groups in Greot Sritein and clscwhore in that
they extend outside the university, :They sre not a philosovhicel nor o thoological
concern,a Divinity ccurse already having boen provided for in the College curriculum,
Students form themselves into territoriel groups and study o relevent problem, c.g.
Catholic Girls' Educction, Catholic Literature, Cotholiec representction in Africa,
ete, The idea is to gother information frominll over Bast Africn on the more nropi-
nent problems now confronting the Cotholic population snd pool it for the Society!'s
benefit, and ultlmwtely mke is available for the press.

The Society has numcrous other progrormmcs end activities. In 1955 it presented o
Variety Concert to the whole College, staging the play "I shall arise." The procecds
were given to the Ibadan Catholic group as donation to help build their chapel. This
year the Society proposes to stege a play - nmost probably T.5. Eliot's "Murder in the
Cothedral" - and may well repeet this in coming years. The Bocicty owes its extended
activities to the resourcefulness of the Chaplein, Pather Foster, 0,P,

St. Augustine Socicty is officially affiliated to the Guild of Undergreductes, the
overall stndent society at the College. At the moment, tho President, Viee-President,
and the Guild's Secrctary are all Catholics, a fact which is not without ite
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repercussions in student relationships. The members try to give o Catholic opinion
where it is needed (it is needed almost everywhere) sometimes without being invited.
This calls for tact and ingenuity, for a battle of Cotholics against the [est is

not good apostolote, One only hopes that the Catholic university students at
liskerere and elsewhere will do all they ean to create o Catbolic milieu, "... We
need men vho know their faith, live by their faith ond defend it; only a Catholic
élite is equal to this task, Only by living his life according to. the Gospel can

the Catholic intellectual vivify the temporal by the spiritusl and make Cotholicism
transform the world, thus weakening the reign of sin." (Pax Romena Journal, June 1954)
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STUDENT UNITY IS LIORE THAN A VAGUE IDBEA

by John Dideott, formor president of the Netional Union of South African Students

sity of Natal has a theory that many
of the world's troubles are due 1o the

inabilitiy of any two people to give

an identical meaning to the same word. ﬁh\umgﬂm
It is o plausible theory. Dven in our 3 .
limited experience we know of the mis- %z {\ (ﬁf
understaplings the. popiy: ¢dusoor(miks o () '

use of words can causc. Our® cliché—
ridden minds trot out the same pet
words and phraoses, seldom pausing o
enalyse a word, its meaning and the
idea it is meant to convey,

Professor G. H. Durrant of the Univer-— {///x,-

Obvious examples of this mental and vorbal incohereney spring very casily to mind,
particularly when words are uscd in a political context. Do iir. Strydom nnd Father
Huddleston mean the same thing when they tall: about "the people?" Do the stoetespen cf
the world all define "peacc" in the same wey? Is lMr. Krutscheov's concept of "free— .
dom" the same as John Stuart 11ills'? Has the "democracy" of Czechoslovalzia much

in eommon with thet of Great Britain?

In the YNational Union of South African Students' (WUSAS) ovm affairs sne of these

words has given rise to perhaps more woolly thinking than any other = when it has

given rise to any thinking ot all, That word is "unity." It is & nice word, It scems
to embody a lofty idea, 'That idea? Have we ever tried to pinpoint what it is meant

to convey? Or have we allowed ourselves te be mesmerised by the sound of & word and
the vague idea we associate with it without asliing oursclves what we are talking aobout?

Unity, according to definition, denotes no morc then a coming togethcr. DBut for
unity to have real meaning, it must have & purpose. The act of wniting cannot be the
end of itsclf, It must be the means of achicving an end: one unites about something
or to do something, If this is so ~ and if it is not, unity mekes no sense - the
people who tmite’ must have a common aim in view. VWhat about uity in the student
world? liore precisely, what about unity betwcen NUSAS and the IUS group on the one
hend and the ASB (African Student Leaguc) group on the othexr? Superficially there may
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seem to be an identity of purpose between the three groups, a common aim they share,
in so far as they all seek - in a vague sort of way - to work for the common good of
students, But the common good is hardly an aim in itself, for it coos not exist in
a vacuum, What does each group understand by the common good?

To the ABB it is to be found in a community based on the "Christian"—ilational
apartheid pattern. Constitutionally the ASB is committed to this concept, the fur-
therance of which is its whole aim., The welfare of its members, restricted to those
Buropeans who cccept this aim, can best be attained, it believes, by the fulfilment
of "Christien"-Nationalism, eand their indoctrination in this pattern, Although the
International Union of Students (IUS) includes no aim of so specific a nature in its
constitution, there is overwhelming proof - it would be tedious to repeat it -~ to
show thet it belicves the common good is to be Pound in a Communist scciety. The
welfare of its members can be served primarily by working for the furtherance of
Communism, and by their indoctrination in Communism., NUSAS is not interosted in any
one or other ideology. It is very strongly opposed to indoctrination, whother of the
Commnist or "Christian"-Notional varioty, It believes in the humanistic approach,
and subscribes to the view thet the common good of students is best attained under an
- educational system which tekes as its hypothesis that the scarch for Imowledge is
valid for its own sake, not to advance scetional ideologics to whose use it may be put.

All three organisaticns, therefore, say that they work for the common good of students,
But they understand this aim to mean different things. To 1USAS it cen enly be achieved
where there is academic freedom. To the IUS and ASB it can only be brought about as a
rosult of o speeial type of political education. This is Just another way of saying -
and let us frankly face what we all know - that the TUS is seeling to further the
Communist cause in student affairs, and the ASB to do the same For the idrikaner

Nationalist ceuse, Tho-fact that t UB~is € ii:&iEgljtiJﬂSE)NatiCnﬁliSt is not
in itself important. eumdagﬁd maﬁﬁl ca \dna if they feel

their members' intercsts will best be served by political action, they arc justified
in taking it. But what is important is the effcct this oricntation has on their aims,
The Communist, Nationnlist and humanist philosophies whieh underlic IUS, ASB and
NUSAS become very important when they destroy any avparcnt similarity of basic aim
between NUSAS and the other two. Indeed both ASB and IUS, although two opposito
pxtremes, are in basic philosophy and method more akin to ecach othor than to NUSAS.,

If there is indeed no similarity of basie aims between NUSAS and the IUS and between
NUSAS and the ASB, then it follows, if the hypothesis that a common basic aim is a
prerequisite of unity is true; that any talk of unity in this context reveals
confused thinking. Therc is no basis for unity nt all,

Two points should be mede. The Pirst isthat unity and unanimity are not the some thing
at all, No one would seriously suggest that cgreement on all, or even most issues, is
necessary for unity, Vhat is suggested is that agreement on basic aims most definitely
is, The sccond point is that unity is not, of course, an essential prevequisite  for
cooperation. We can cooperate on certain matters with people whose aims totally ompose
ours, and on the right occasions we should., Ve mzy have contact with them, discuss
problems, underteke projects with them. But we ecannot achieve unity with theom.

To unite to achieve a common aim with organisations whose bosic aims are anot only dif-
ferent, but complotely opposite frow cne's own, even if there is agrcement on some
matters of policy which do not involve the basic aim, is nonsensc., We should rather
reserve the term unity, the expectations it arouscs and the efforts it inspires, for
the occasions - few though they may be - where it is appropriate, -

(= from the Seuth African Student, Capetown)




COLUENTING ON "THE TIMES"

The "Times British Colonies Review"for Winter, 1955 was a special Uganda issuc.
One of the most interesting articles in the 48-pege issue was "The Christian
lissions in Uganda" by Rev. J. U. Taylor. This artiele is pacled with intereresting
historical accounts of both the carly and modcrn struggles of Christianity in Ugandz.
It is worth rending vany times., However, a few things should not pass unremarked.

It is interesting to note thet the Bogands lartyrs ave given a very hasty mention,
Their courageous practicc of both the cardinal ond theological virtues, their con-
sistency and firmmess in their belief, the perseverence in sufferings that ultimately
endod in their dying for the foith they loved, should have received o bold exposition,
They form the most important singlo item in the history of the penctration of Christi-
anity in these territoriecs., The account at least should have mentioned beople ‘like

« Charles Lwange, and even though it was obvicusly written by a Protestont, mention
should heve been made of the Beatification and Yearly Filgrinage to Namugongo. The
Bagando lertyrs are of course a Catholic pride, and thet is vy they have perhaps

been treated lightly.

The author s statement concerning the"fight" between the "English" and "French"
Christians is intended one feoels, to arouse netioualistic antipethy. The Protestant
predominance in the number of chieftainships, as is well lmown, @ocs not co rry &s much
weight as is implied. The author sheould have lengthened that paragreph to include

the fact that the Cptlholic population was 92,800 in 1948 (not his estimate of

85,000 today). In Bugenda alone thoy number two-thirds of the non-pagon population,
being in the majority in 15 out of 20 countics. According te Pigures given in 1946,
there are 40 Catholics for every 16 Protestants. In the light of this, onc would

not expect the JromimendenofCotholip selmplytd b [heriioncd, despite the fact

that the grecter pereintuge 6f Secondery Schools here are Cotholic.

The author was not out to emphasize denominctional differences, one might say. But
this is doubtful in the light of the many "Christian" (meaning Protestant) activities
mentioned, forgetting thet theres are lots of other christicns. For exarmle,
corporatc activities in the Protestent field enjoy long sentences and detailed
treatient. Catholic Action, and such worléd-famous micetings as the Apostolote of the
Laity liceting in Kisubi at the ond of 1953 are oll left ouvt. Did the author know
nothing of these things? Read and see how much ho Iknows, ané you will doubt it.

One point of greal interest is that the avthor is among ‘the veory fow first mission-
aries who visuwalize the denger of Christianity being interpreted as "stote religion"
or better still "e Western imported religion," A good mony christiaons do not see in
Christianity o religion for the whole of humanity. We hope that more peopls will see
this denger. and. cneourage the sound teaching of Christian faith and vorals. The
Creation of a native clergy is perhaps the most potent single tool in this combat.
This rominds me of the. African clergy, The Catholic side has suffercd the sape slight
treatment. Apert from their "prolonged" tiue in school and seninary, onc hears little
else, The genius of mind in things material and spiritual, the constant and faithful
guicenee of men like His Lordship Bishop Kiwanulte and the vigorous Fr. liasagazi are
forgotten, as are other members of the Catholie African clergy with degrees in Divinity,

In sum, nobody can help to adulre the clarity with which the facts are presented, but
since the title is "The Christisn liission in Uganda," one would have expeeted the
author, thovgh giving more prominence to Protestant accompllshnents, to have given a
truer picture of Catholie activities.

(from the "Augustine Newsletter," Articles for reprinting from others ore welcome,)
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THE COLONIAL CATHOLIC STUDENT Ii7 BRITAIN

by il.A. Seweje, General Sceretary, Wigerian Cotholic Associstion in Great Britain

The coloniel studenl on arrivel in Britain is noticeable only by the colour of his
skin.ond by his facial feoturcs, He too feels that he is in @ strange land, especially
vhen an unkind gust of wintry wind mekes him feel so unwelcome, But, we may ask,
what has made him go all the way from his country to a streongeland like Britain?
A nunber of factors are responsible for this, to mention & fow:
1., The'desire to keep pace with civilisation makes Higher Education a necessity.
This may not be available in his home country.
2., Since most colonics are English-speaking, it is naturslly cesier for him to
study in Britain than elsewhere,
"3, Restrictions may limit his choice to a British University because the Colony from
which he cones, a pert of the British Bmpire, would prefer him trained in Britain,

The student on arrival in Britein is faced with o number of difficulbties such as the
wenther, timing of studies ond accomedation, The chief problem is accomodetion which
is even morc difficult on account of his colour. Sclutions cre being sought, but
unfortunately, the problem is not casy to solve. The initial steges of welcome are
rendered usually by the British Council, o non-denominational organisction which
meets the student on arrival and lodges him in a hotel until permenent accomodation

is fortheoming. The student signs some cards which are later sent to different Soeial
Clubs ond Church Organisations that sent them., Initial contacts are thus established
but what happens next? Is the student happy? What coupany is aveilable to him?

In July 1955, the Chaplainey for Oversecas Catholic Students was officially opened by

Hig Epinence, Bernard ﬁd rifid m& Oﬂmmr Bofore this was
opencd ot 41 Holland Pdrk AL ALY, _ EiEt s aﬁ)ny at Devonshire

Place was serving a double purpose. The growing number of overscas Catholic students
confirmed the need for a scparate chaplainey for them. The Chaplainey wes an office
purchased and converted into a ecentral meeting place. The Chaplain is the able and
likeeble ligr. Jobhn Coonon, 2 worthy successor to iigr. iic'Clement who orginally thought
of such a choplaincy. It accomodates o small number of mnle students -about ten -
drewn inadvertently from different notions such as India, China, Gold Comst, Nigeria,
Vest Indics and even Irclend, thus foraing a sodel international hostel,

The Chaplainey is not primerily o hostel. Its main funetions may be scid to be:

1. A commion meeting place for the different overseas student Clubs and Societies.

2. A transit conp for studeirts on errivsl in London until departure.

3. Acconodation, reedily end c¢onveniently available to an Oversens visitor to London,
As o common mecting ploce, the Chaplainey is very important, sinee it lightens the
responsibility that has hitherto lain on the shoulders of the Yo l{eCuliay the iicthodist
ond other denominational hostels, It may be o handicap on account of distance, but
the Catholic student is slowly adjusting himself to it all. Cetholie students ro
doubt feel more at home with their fellow Catholics. Agnin, the Chaplaincy serves as
o social mecting ground; the Saturday night "socials" have always been enjoyed,

It is unfortunate that the help rendered by British Catholics towerds solving the
student accomodation problem is still inadequate., Bad company often results in loss

of one's faith., An cxcuse might be put that Catholics only recently came into the
picturc, but even though we Catholies are dull socislly, we can be lkind, I have
attended a Porish Church for two years now and no one has over said "Hello" to me. Now
students should therefore not wonder. This contrasts sharply with the very woarnm
welcome non-cathvlies get from the members of their congregations,



PUBLICATIONS OF CATHOLIC AFRICAN STUDENTS

by Fr, Walbert Blthlmenn, OFLi Cap,

Although the problem of coloured students is a difficult one, it also has a number

of encouraging aspects. One of them, ecertainly, is the publication of gaod

periodiecals which arc being brought out by African Catholie university students,

They demonstrate that there is an increasing awarencss of the necessity to arrive

at a elear positien in order to be able te bring Christian thought into the world

which surrounds them and to solve African problems according to Christian principles,
These publications cre not put out by some enenymous editor, but by a circle of

students vho meet for discussion and who try to build up Catholic spirit in their country,

In the English-speaking ¢ountrics, the following student groups end periodicals exist.
The 8t. Augustine Socicty of lhkerere Iniversity College (P. 0, Box 262, Kampala,
Uganda) has been publishing since 1953 The liokerere Augustine Newsletter. The
Catholie Newman Sceicty, Fourah Bay College (Freotown, Sierra Leone) which was
founded in 1954, began last year to publish the periodical, Our Bulletin, The
Notional Catholic Pederation of Students of South Africa, which is spread throughout
nost South African Universitics began in 1955 The Heeart and wclso puts out a
nimeographed News Letter, The sare federation brings out the NCFS Journal (editor:
licgnus Gunther, 40 Rollo Str., Cyrildene, Johannesburg, Tronsvaal),

In order to coordinate and further these activitios and in order to help the Catholic

student groups that 4 3 _thes n| publicati {1ila St. Terdinand's Catholie
Students Society aum% m ,.u“f'-.l m&tﬁzﬂd the Aquinas Society
ot Achimoto, both in the Gold Coast) Pox Romana published the first mumbors of the
African Newsletter in 1954 and 1955. In future, the Newsletter will come out
quarterly and will be edited by Nicholas lLiureguri of lalkerere College,

Post Bex 262, Kampels, Ugenda,

In the French-spealring countries, thers oxists the Jeuncsse d'Afrique, a nonthly
edited by the 'Associztion des Btudients Catholiques de Dakar! (AOF). The excellent
publicotion Tam Tan is published monthly by the 'Centre Cotholique des Ztudients
d'Outre ler', 6 rue Thiboud, Paris XIV, The editors of Tam Tem have offered the
public four special editions written mostly by Buropeans on the problems facing the
intellectual in Africa. The titles are: Blanes et Noirs en Afrigue - ifareh 1953
38 pp., 50 TFrench franes; Le Devoir de Décolonisction — tarch/April 1954: 21 pp.,
50 Pr. frencs; Hiérarchie Catholique et liornle Coloniale ~ November 19543 97 Pp.,
200 Fr. franes; La Scholarisation de 1'Afrique Noire ~ April/June 1955: 98 PPe,
200 Fr. francs. The significance of thesc special editions is seen in the remarkable
openness in treating the problems concerncd., This is the only way to come to a real
discussion With Africans who, not without reason, hove taken a distrustful cttitude
towards Europcons. And here again the only wvalid principle is "The Truth will make
you free." (condenscd from an article in "Nouvelle
Revue de Science ilissionaire'- XI 1955)
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WHAT IS5 PAX BOMANA?

Pox Romana is the international movement of Catholic students and gradustes, The
aims of Pax 'Romanz are to create a truc apirit of Universal Charity econg the
Catholic unlveralty leaders of the world; to enrich their Christion and human
formation through contacts by correspondence and exchange; to further the spread of
Christian thought, especially in the world of ideas and of culture; and to coordinate
the contribution of Catholic intellectual circles to internationsl life and 4o
international organisstions,

It is not casy to describe Pax Romana in o few words, for Pox Romona is first of
all & spirit - the spirit of a Catholic llovement bound together in the Church, the
lystical Body of Christ. However, this spirit finds expression in a lay apostolate
which is the ilovement of Catholic university people toward a solution of their ovm
and their community's problews in the light of the Churcli's teaching,

HISTORY

20 July 1921: Pox Romana was founded in Fribourg (Switzerland) ns the "International
Secretariat of Catholic Students;" 20 countries attended the first meeting,

1934: The Holy Year Pilgrimage to Rome, A study-week was held on University
Catholic Action which marked the new orientation of Pax Romana ns & Hovement of
Catholic University people. It became not just an orgenisetion to represent
Catholic students, but a service to the apostolate in the university,

1939: The first Ccngregs of Pex Romena z:;be -held outswgg Eyro in progress
when war was decl C'Ta@a()o nm&.m lieneral Seere-—

tariat in Fribourg devoted its resources to Student Relief Vorls, By this time,
federations were affiliated from most of the countrics of Europe, and from
Canada, U,S5.A., and a2 few in Latin America and Asia,

The war years, which might have seen the complete disappearance of Pax Romana,
were marked, on the contrary, by an important extension of the i‘ovement,
particularly in Letin America,

1946: The Jubilee (25th anniversary) Congress of Pax Romana brought to Fribourg
delegates from 41 countries, of whom 20 were new affiliates, It was then
realized that, if the University was to be won back to Christ, it was not enough
te work with the Catholic students and stop there. It was decided to organise
two branches =~ students (ILICS) and graduates (ICHICA).

1947: At Easter in Rome, the International Catholic llovement for Intellectusl and
Cultural Affairs (ICLICA) was born, and the student section assumed the name
of International lovement of Catholic Students (IMES). This left it freer
than before to pursuc specificolly student activities,

IMCS MERTINGS

1948: Belgium - "The Presence of the Catholic in University Life"
1949: Switzerland - "Catholiec Action in the University"
bMexico = "The Social Problem in America"

(continued)
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1950: The Holy Yeer Congress (with ICHICA) in the Hetherlands on "The Collaboration
of the Intellectual in the Work of the Redemption,"

ntagaq
ot “{o,

1931: Portugal - et Fatime - "The Intellectual Apostolate." & ”
& < runongio %)
1952: World Congress (students and preduates) in Conode on -; CUIDAR ?:
"The lission of the University." ’%U Fl.ll’lllﬂéf’
*

1953: Denmork — "The Cntholic Student and the University Commmity,"

1954: Bwitzerland - "The Christian Student end the Prachice of Internationsl
Understanding."
Undres, India - THE JSIAN SEMINAD - "Catholic Stadents and the ifodern
Transformation of the Asion Universities."

1955: World Congress in Greot Britain on "The Young Graduate - from University
to Life,"

1956: Austria - "The Geo-Apostolate of Pax Romanc,"

1957: Central Amerieca — the international Interfederal Asscmbly will be held for
the first time in Latin Americe

1957: THE AFRICAN SEAINAR

Bach one of these international meetings is recalled here by a few wodg describing
the subject treated. The inter-mingling of delegates from all comtries, the spirit
of a Christion b that dovel om . 1iscine+ aie for a few days ~ reciting
the loss in comslor L _,‘-"'Lﬁé! _ tﬁﬁ'&jg .-sticns on every student
problen which spring up in the intervals and at night eannot be scnsed from this,

ORGANTSATION

The Interfederal Assembly is the international mecting of federstion representatives
who, each yoar, spen? several days studyiug the problens of the member federations and
decide on the international programe to be followwd for the coming year,

The Directing Commitice is clected by the Assembly and serves as an Bxecutive which
neets between Assemblies. It is expected to be the thinking part of the lovement and
the General Seerctariat (the full-time stoff in Fribourg) is the adninistrotive
group. In prectice, however, the thinking is the joint work of both the Sceretarint
and the Dirccting Cormittec,

The Holy Father hos given his benediction to Pax Romana by giving it a Cardinel
Protector, Cardinal Pizzardo in Rome, {he Generel Chaploin is the Bishop of Frihourg,
Lousonne and Geneve in Switzerland where the General Secrctariet hoadquarsers are
situated. In cddition, there is o chaplain for both the etulent and the graduste branck.,

e cannct do better that to cite the words of the President for 19551956, Jesevh
Kuriacose of India, "In concluding, let me tell you that Fax Romane is your movement,
It is nothing imposed from above, It was born from the spontancous desire of the
University student cormunity to join together. Pex Romana's primary interest is not
to organise student bodics, but to make them conscious of their responsibilities." The
work of Pex Romena is the work that you do in your university eentre, and the sum
totel of the worlt done by our groups throughout the world.



