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DIFFERENT “OLITICALL 4TTITUDIS OF CERISTIANS I TTE WORLD ’

TODAY LD SINCT TUZ CHURCII WAS FOUNDED
Lic. Joed Gonzflez Torres

Hy first words are of congratulation on bein: here agein, at a Pax
Romana meeting, so close to nmy heart, after s material absence. And 1 say nat-
erial absence becsuse spirituslly I clwaye live in the midst of Pax Rousna,
gince I follow carefully its conclusicns and statements and try to act accordin -
1y, and { c2n assure you, that I deily »ray for the Movenent, throu h the inlers
cession of St. Paul, pillar of the Church and ipostle of the pentiles, as this
I consider Pax homana'e nission to be: pillur of the founded Church cnd Apostle
of the jentiles, who reprecsent the Church to be developped. Tiow could my attit-
ude towards Pax Romene be elsesigce? One of the ‘restest honours of ny life was
beins naned .International President of INCS, which office I held for two yearw, s
and thouch I reneat it was a :faat honour for =ie, nore than that it way a ;rect
responsability, which I believe did not end when I hendel over this heavy burden
to my succesor in Mexico, Mr. Cornelio Pompe, but hes nade me continue to col~
laborate with the Institution insofar as I an able and cxpected to do by the
present lenders. o
For thic renson, when I was asked tc perticipate with a lecture in
the Trainin: Course, I acdepted with preat nlcasure, and thoush circumstences
beyond my control force nme to te absent, I send you this study as = gigm of
oy warn feeling toward Prx Romana,

e subject FUNOBGARLH A Q RUbBEQnt roriticer it-

titudes of Christians in the World Tecday and 3ince the Churcl weoe Founded.

I

It is obvious that I nust begin by definin; tho concept I am [oing
to analyze and develop. Lo the title of the thene is "Civic Responsability"
s/nd specifically "politicel attitudes", I deenm it necessary 10 3igscuss the dif-
ference which to ny belief, exizts hotween civisn and politics, sr in other
words separate tho civie field from the political field.

Society, to obtain its goels, which are the betteraent of the human
being, the common sood and the glory of God, needgs q) an crder vhich, on one
hand ;promotes the attcinment of thesc ends and on the other smocths out the
obstecles -~ strewn on fhe way, throush i norance, stupidity ané evil, and b)
2 person who is to supervise th:is order by preventin or punishin, 21l trcspas-
gers. This order is nmade by the lawe, by the rishts of man. ind the person,who -h
is the authority, is reprcsented by tho Gokernment.

This crder nuat respect God's will toard society and therefore res-
pect the 2uman rights, vhose suthor is Cod Wimself. Therefore, t:e perticipation
(active or passive) of the members of society in the nmaintenance of this crder,
adjusted to the humsn rights or their restoration if they have been disturbed,
makes up civie life.

On the other hond, the form of organizing the ecuthority and the nan-
ner in which the latter must sct in order to establish and keep the afore-mentionecd
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order, is throush politics. Therefore, the participrtion - active or padgives-
of the menboers of society in this business; the person. who rust exercise
authority, the for:> in which it is to be or anized, conduct tc be observed to
obtain the ;oaul of society, all this activity constitutes "THE POLITICAL LIFE.
The politicel life must rospect hunan rights; but s God hes not seen
fit to revesl anythin; c¢n this natter, man is free to estzblish whatever he
believes tc be botter cnd heolthier, just so long es he respects the human
richts end the order derived therefron.
God d4id revenl what was necessar; or convenient for our saslvation.
ind as to the rest, "He abandoncd the world to the dis-utes of men". Therefore,
insofer £3 the - overnment of society is concerned, he has delemted the authority
to mankind - which only He jossesses over all crention, menkind included y in-
asmuch as He only ia the Creator sn! tha Supreme Legielator - but he allows us
to act freely.
In shert, civic getivity is the setuecl use of a2 humtn right, whilst n._&w

-—

politicul gpetivity ie the use o/ the rijhts nllowed all citizens by the law. 1‘“#“ p““hq

As I au convinced that tho civic field fiffers fron the nolitical v
field, &nd insamuch ae I 2n not able to refer to both in this study, in the
belief thct the title of the subject should preveil, I shall diredét my efforts
to the study of politics. The French text of the s=ne ecn be tronslated, in

my Opinion' 39]"Diff0reg Pdll'blc"ll, At& e bf Ch fna in thﬁ. ""I'orlu Toda,

uturo

and Since the Church wak

IT

Naturclly, the political attitude of Christisns muest very according
to the political policy of the State of which he is z part.

The Catholie Church originsted on the day of Pentechost, in Palestine,
which was at the time a province of the Romnn Enpire. The Ronan concept of
enpire was that of universal nonarchy. In other words, the Ronmen enpire was
an ac.-lonerote of provinces ccnquered by force and subjucated to the authority
of Rone, who though tolersnt and diplon tic tovords religion, private rights,
culture and customs, was demanding insofar as gbsolute dependency of the con-
quered nations upon the Roman conquerery obedicnce to the authority of Rone
wag unconditional nnd payrnient of tributes and nilitory service was inexorable.

¥ith the tronsit fronm Republic to Inpire, everything chanped in Rone.
At the beinnin: of the Roman Enpire the citizen had five richsts: t¢ ius con-
nubii, the ius conercii, the ius proprietetis, the ius honoris end the ius suf-
fre ¢l, nd the two lotter, ius suffracii - t'o right to elect - and ius honoris-
the right to be elected, were the chorncteristics of citizenship. Lt Tirst,
thicz wew an exlusive right of the "quiretes" nd their desdendentes, but soon
they were forced to ive the plebeians access to citizenship, and later, to the
inhabitants of several Itelian ckties. On thc other hand, the use of the cit-
izcens”pudblic richts, the ius suffragii ond the ius honoris, de enerated due to
the political, social and economicsl problems which arose in Rome after the
gccond Punic War, which meant the Roman demination of the !fediterranean world.
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L great number of citizens were stripped of 11 their materiel possessions,
but remained with their ius suffregii, which became tothen their "nmodus vivendi®,
that is to say, they vwould sell their vote to the hichest bidder.

The venality of the voters, plus the cesducity of the old Roman politicel
systen - excellent for o city, but inpdequate for on enpire, foréed the greet
Roman statesmen to ponder on the necessity of reuniting the nagistraocy by re-
turning to the nonarchy. The conscoutive efforts on this respect, om behalf of
Sila, Ponpey, s#nd Julious Cpesar, though epparently failurcs, sfforded the neces-
sary experience that “he man of penius, fLusustus, nade use of in the ereation of
the enmipre with o republican front et the start, thus sssuning de facto, under
the pretese of election, the different Roman maistracics. TWe must renenber
that fugustus died in the year 14 A.D. The fact that the Enpcror hed all the
nagistrscies, upon its renewal, it became n pcliticel systen senctioned by the
prevailing customs and later by the law 1tsclf; Therefore when the Church was
founded in the year 33, snd started to expand throughout the various provinces
of the Empire, the Roman citizens no loner used their ius suffragii or their ius
honoris, Romen citizenship was reduced to a number of immunitica and prerrogstives
which allowed their posscssors teo fet alons better than those who did not have
them. Thus, Saint Paul, who waw & Roman citizen, vas oble to prevent his being
flogged, as had been °’dﬁﬂﬁda§'ﬁﬂm@méw im) Fﬁ{ﬂm vhere the Jews
would have certainly killed him, once again alleging his Roman eitizenship and
appealing to Cgesar, thus obligin;; the Proctor to send him to Cnoesear. Ior the
same reasong that he was o Roman citizen, Saint Poul was not crucified as waw
Saint Feter, but died under the sword. Therefore, in the Romen Empire, the En-
peror assumed all the magistrrneics, end his word becenc lawr, whence stenmed the
phrese, "quod placint prinecipi"™ - "what pleaaes the prince". The Ropan officiels
acted only on behalf ot the Emperor; thus there was no plpce for elections, and,
consequently the ius suffragii znd the ius honis became extinet and the Roman
citizenship wes reduced, as 1 said before, to & nunber of prerrogatives end in-
munities. This is the reason why the politicel sttitude of the early Christians
hed to be restricted to the obedience to Cpesar in all that we' not contrzry to
the law of God.

Crhist, who preached to the Jewiwh people, szlready vubject to the Roman
rule, left the matter clesrly wttled. }\/ hen to tenpt hi, He wns nsked wheter
it were lawful to ¢cibe tribute to Cnescr or not, he psked for a coin of the
tribute, asked whose imege and superscription wae on it, and having reeeived for
en gnswer that it waw Caesar's, Christ said to then: "Render therefore to Canesar
the things that are Caesar's, and to God the thinjs t ot are God's", -

This was also taucht in greater detail by the Apostoles. Soint Faul
in the CII Cjapter of his Epistle to the Romens, clearly points cut that one
nuet subnit to superlor: "not only for wrath, but slso for conscienca' sake"
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Likewise, he says in Chepter II of his ZEpistle to Titus: ".dnonish then to be
subject tec princes and powers"; gnd in Chepter II of his first Epistle to Tin-
othy, he recommends him "thct supplicctions, prayers, intercessions and thans-
giving be made for all nren, for kings and for all that eve in high station..."

" Saint Peter, in his first E-istle, says essenticlly the sane: "Be ye
subjeet therefore to every huien creature for dod's_suku; whether it be to the
king aeg excelleney; or to the governors sent by hin for the punishmcnf cf evil-
doers, &nd for the praise of the joodj.....fear God. EHonour the king".

The only condition inposed by the lpostles zs to the cbedience to supe~
riors, was the sane gs inposed by Christ: that their orders were not to be opposed
to the law of God. This was sclennly affirmed by Peter 'nd the Apestles +hen
the High Priest reproacﬂed thenn for having continued to preach sbout Christ in
spite of the prohibition te that effect. "You nus% obey God before =11 nen",
they declared. _

Thus, absclute obedience tc the leys -nd the Roman superiores was the
political attitude of the carly Christians, unless the lays or superiores ordered
sorething contrary to the mandctes of God, in vhich case they preferred decth,
though they should die in a terriblc ménncr, thus viging testinony eof Christ.

For this reason the Church cuffered ten reneral persecutions and many
thousnads of its childreq died s martyrs.

when the Church obteined its freedon, by virtue of the Bdiet of Eilah,
issued by Constantine in the year 313, the poiiticnl sttitud of the Christians
was in ﬁo way modified i ause the,noll rganizaﬁfon of the Empire was not
nodified., & turo

Under Enpargr Thcodosiua, at the cnd of the IV century, the ccncept
of enpire, undér'chfistianizmticn, begins to chonge. Leon Fono descridbes with
ill-disguised spite the change ns follows: "The imperial absolutisn, comjlete in
all fields, is detained zt the frcntieré of congecicnce nnd foith. Theodosius
himself -~ and thia‘makcs the fact scen e%en nore synptonntic - experiences it
in himself. In tge year 390, a mutiny breaks'out in Thessalonica, =nd the
commander of fhe'garrison together with a certsin nunber of iaperial officers
were killeds Theodosius replics with s horrible mnssucré where seven thousand
people were massadred., Seint Ambrosce, Bishop of jiilan, intervenesf'he exconnu-
nicates the Pnporér, deprzvﬁa hin of the Holy S craments cad even ejecis hin
fron the Ghurch, until the da ¥ when he has done penance and this penance be con-
sidered sufficient. Theodosius was oblijed to subnit 2nd consent to this penence.
which, though brief, was neverthcless public. The Christian cnpire of the IV
centruy cnded ﬁp by being » victory, not of the Eaperor, but of the Church.

"The ecnperor is‘ig the Church , not over the Church, writes Saint imbrose im-
pressively. This herulds the approcch of the Middle lges."

Definitely split in two the Roman Eupire ond safter the fall of the
Testern Tmpire in'476 the structure of the barbaric hinfdcﬁs.settled in the
ancient provinces of the Empire, beings to undergo & change, though not 2 sub-
stantial one at first. Scveral of the b rbarisn nonarchies were eleective at

first bﬁt ﬁhc voﬁers were not citizens, but only a handful of nobles. .t the
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time one did not talk about citizens, but if we consider as such the
we see that they live under o situotion siailar to thot of the Romen Enp
they hed no ius suffragii, ne ius honoris, but only immunities nd prerrogatives
in the social gnd economic orders.

Several centurics must pass before the Church is able to influence
the politierl snd socizl institutions, throuch its doctrins, end is able to ob-
toin throuch the union in each city of the rights: the roman nnd the respective
barberian, that they reéeive the influence of Conon Low. Thus in Spain weos
issued the "Puero Juzgo", that is to sey only one code for the conquerors cnd
the conquered, : the visigoths and Spanish-Romzans.

Peudalisn was the charncteristic political-gocinl organization of the
Middle Ages, a systen which confused the ius proprictatis con the ius imperii,
end o conplete political-socisl hiererchy wns created, that wos crowned by the
kinz. This system envelonped ecveryone, even the Church, because cs the Church
owned lands, its Bishops and abbots who oxercised the right of ownership over the
lands belonging to the episcopates cnd abbeys, became, under the complicated
feudal hierarchy, lords on one hand and vassal on the other. This gave rise
to the abusive practice of "investitures", practice which was firnly fought
against by Pope Gregory VII, #nd which was brought later to an end in & legal
and peaceful manner by the Covenant of Worms in 1122, -

Lside from the corruption of the civil authorities, thanks to the
influence of the Church-the fplloming —was ne-ched the political field: a)
Christignization of roEHQCEQQaQnQUJ de@Cng E erce of religious
rites, but in the conccpt itself, sknce the deectrine considered the king gs
a representative of God to govern and give pence ond prosperity to the people,
ond the positive right scnctioned this concept when it defined the afore-ncntioned
"Fuero Juzgo®: King you will be if you do risht, dbut if you do not right, you
will not be king"; b) linmiting grestly the legisl-tive power of the king, by
preventing him both to rule ageinst human richts and cgainst the statute lawsy
and, ¢) the creation of parlicment, composed of reprecsentatives of the Church,
the nobility and of free nen, who were empowered to issue lnws on questions of
taxes end enlisting of troopss.

Thus christianized the nonarchice, his subjects sworc their oaths of
loyalty to hin on the d. y of his election and piously kept their oath, but if
the king, instead of governing justly, did so iniguitously, the Church could,
~nd on several occ.sions did so, absolve his subjects from their oath of loyalty,
thus cousing not sc much the sbustitution of the kin 'y, but his nmending of his
wayw.

Thercfore, during this long age, one cannot rightly speck of the pol-
itial ettitud of the Catholics, but of the political attitude of the Church =nd
of its Hierarchy, which we may sumnarize as folleows: a) with ;:écr to the
manner of ruling of the different moncarchies, but denmanding the kings to rule
in @ Christian nmenner, giving their people peacce and prosperity, cnd b) in Aefense
of the liberties cof ti:e Church.



: There is a sreecial cree that deserves a separate paragraph : the free
cities, Near the nmiddle of the Uiddle _.ges there were cities, that naintained,
conquered b - force of arms or bought their frecedom. These cities, called ngo-
minas", goverened thomselves autencaously by mesns of 2 mayor or council under
the title indiscriminately of municipality or "cabildo". Doth the mayer and
the members of the municipality were elected b the people.

But voting was not carried out by the entire population, but orgzanicelly
through the all iportant bodies of the Middle Lges , slso & charpcteristicel or-
ganization of this era,

Under this common régime, and as we have seen, democratic, where the
civie rights of the human beinz ¢rc renewed, really appears for the first time,cnd
in all propriety, the politieal attitud of the Christian: elect the most zble
man to rule and -~lways rcspect superiors.

Nevert clees, this was & natural attitude, because at that time, both
the laws and the ocustons were of 2 Christian nature, and conscquently, cs I nen-
tioned before, the conduct observed was Christian,

The power nand the social. influence of the Church reach the summit und.r
Innocence the III, they begin to wane under the outbreak of agnani, is enphazied
b the captivity of ivignon and the Oreat Schism =nd broke down completely =nd
definitely when Prtoestantiem made its appesrence in 1521,

Protoatnntie ich rehelled asmai st the crity of the Church be-
cane a slave of the stat Ljr] (i; EE ELJE()aligio" spread througsh
the other corders of life =nd upon its sppearance the idea of citizenship was
acnin lost to the protestant Satates and the countries vitiated with protestantisn,
such as France.

The protestant despotisn wiped cut the citizen in the protestent world
and in ites field of influence. Nevertheless, this blow nsde Catholic Spain
for instance, study the nmatter very deeply, end thus, in view of the despotic

thesis of Jumes 1 of England, appeared Suarez' Catholic doctrine, the rezl pre-
decessor of our ncdern systen of democracy. ’ ( frn‘hu‘/,ao) ’J{R i&vncm‘y

Unfortunantely, the ideclogieal permeation of protestantisn still in-

vades ond spreades throush those countries such as Spain where the Catholic
ideolosy was conaerved the longest.

The abusive deeds of the kings with regard to their subjects czused the
French Revclution, which thoursh mainly consistings of false principrnles y mostly
aboninable because of its methods, roninded man, as all reactions do, of & for-ot~
ten value: the citizen aspeeot of mankind.,

The principles of the French Revelution sprend rewidly thouchout the
world substituting monarchies for democratic republis that clain elective, ten-
roral and representative jovernuents, be it only theoretically cud allow the cit-
izens their ius suffrapii and the ius henoris of the -ncient nnd no%le Ronan re-
public vhich the Church had restored in the Middle ..;;es ané which the protestant
belief rendered into oblivion. .

In the presence of this new legal situation the politicrl attitude of
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the Catholics, enlightencd by the doctrine of the Church, conaists of the

of both rizhts for the good of religion, cof the Church and their respesciNg
Most probebly the most com lete papal docunent on this respect,

the Bncyclicel "Inmmortole Dei", in which Leon XIII pointed cut the following:
It is also of public inte est to collaboratc, prudently, in the field

of public edninistreotion, tryin.; to provide for the religiocus and moral education

- T =

of youth, according to the concepts of Christianity, becpuse on this depends
rreatly the welfare cof scciety.

"Likewise, speaking in genersl, it is goocd ond convenient for the actions
of all Catholics to step out of this narrew circle to a grecter and vaster field,
end even arrive at the suprene powers of the State. We say in general, becpuse
these our teachings extend to the peoples of all kindo;but, on the other hand,
it may happen that, for very scriocus and rightful csusds, it is not convenient
to interfere in the governncnt of 2 State nor hold high offices; but, in general,
s I have nentiocned before, vwec should alweys be willin -~ to serve for the comnon
good, inasmuch mgs trat Ceotholies, tauw~ht by the sane deoctrine they profess,
are foreed to cdminster matters with honesty and loyalty. On the other hend
if they renmein quilet ond idle, public ndnministrotion may essily fall into the
hends of persons whose ways of thoucht nre not cenducive to s wise government.

There would also exist the grent danger to the Christien religion,
beosnuse this would nake the enemies of the Church very powerful and its friends
very weak. Morsover, when Catheliss f that the ¢ Jjustified in taking part
of public 1lifo, they doEHDd@Q@Q :C:rw dﬂodoggﬁ%qﬁf the wrongs exist-
ing in the actual constitutions of the different Stotes, but nmake use of these
systens, within their possibilities, to further the real and genuine welfare of
the people, and with the intention of imbuing the arterices of the State, as a
vital juice end life-giving blood, with the spirit -nd profitable influence of
the Catholic religion™.

The ulterior teachings of the Popes -re nothing but the developement
of this doerine.

Pope Pius XII, in hig Spcoch on the Procblems of Democrocy, points out
the Tundanental rights of t ¢ citizen in 2 denceratie rérine: make nanifest his
ovyn opinion on the duties and snerifiecs inposed upon him; end the fundamental
right, likewise, of all Stntes: rule with real and effieicnt authority, and shows
hew the denocratic State nust firmly combst the political corruption of the
depotic Staote.

fowndays, in the dencoratic rrea, which extends from the Iron Curtain

-—

towards the "cst, we Catholics are able to nnle usc of the ius suffracii and
the ius honoris, in o preaster or lesser depree, nnd, thercfore, are obliged to
de 80, enlirhtening our concscience with the Catholic doectrinc on the matter
and enlightening, throuh word of nouth and in writin,:, the conscience of our
fellow countryneny by crecting adequate politicsl parties wherever possible or

advising the existing political parties at least throuih ocur principlesy by
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cooperating efficiently, whether we are holding a high office or a private one,
to the common jood; expressing our opinions with civil courage on the policy
to be observed by our respcctive Governments; naking use of the ius suffragii
in favour of the best candidates launched by good partics and by acecpting the
cendidacy which we are proposed or reguested to hold public offices, inspired
2t all tines and in all things by the triple end of soceciety: comnon wlefare,
the betterment of mankind cnd the slory of God.

But it is the use of the political attitude where we must always bear
in nind the advice of Pope Ffus XI: "The evil spirits of the nodern world are

only conquiered by prayer and fasting".

Fundacéo Cuidar o Futuro



