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Qur first intention was to speek on the Marxist theory of educstion, but we t
that it will be more interesting for you to hear about the problems of Catholic education
in Po}and in confrontation with Marxist educstion. To better understsnd our educational
problems, one h.‘. to know something ebout the characte;' of Polish Caetholicisme It is =
Catholicsm of th; masses of people, @ Cotholiclem primarily of the countrysidéjethe tradi-
tional peassnt customs ere itz support. Above 8ll, the priests have grest authority in
the villages » Before the war, they even fulfilled the role of State officialse Polish
Catholics were aceustomed to be protected snd looked sfter by the Stetes.  The Catheolic

religion was the state religion, end the Cotholice had many privileges. A national

_tradition and well-founded customs are of great velue for socliety, but must be founded ona

1iving Faith stemming from a true communion of the Mystical Body. But Polish Gat.holica
lacked religious educations The intellectual elite was nob only very scarce, but a1uo
under the influence of positivism and liberalisme The Polich primate, Cardinel ﬁyszrnski

once .seid: "In Poland there were alwsys many educeted people who considered themsleves

 Gstholics, but there was never a !Catholic intclligentsia! ", In the 19th cemtury, therc
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The renaissence of Polish Oetholicism begon et the end of the 19th century, and is

. still in progress. One oould speak of verious aspects of this renaissance, but I ahall

mentian only two Catholic institutions. One i? the Cutholic University of Lublin, about
which I will speak leterj the other is an institution for the blind in a place called
Lgski near Warsew. This centre.was founded by e group of people who secrificed not only
their strength but also some of their posacegions to help not'only those blind in body
but also blind in soule This institution is conducted by Franciscon Sisters, by priests and
laymen, In addition to schools for the blind, there is slso a House of Reccllection at
Loski which serves mary people from all of Polamds Before the war, there wes also &
pubiiahing houses This centre is a very interesting and importants example of the
coordination of social work smong the most unfortunate sdd of = deeply apostolic activity
and intellectual work on the mosi 1mport§nt problcgs-of Catholic culture,

But before the war, these Cotholic centres were too few to hﬂve.a real influence on
the Oatholic life of Polands For this reason, after +the war, vhen the Communist party
starﬁed to govern Polend, one Was apprehensive for the future of Polish Ostholicisms

One even thought thet there would be many fcliing avaye One fesred this becouse the
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Church -ha_d lost its privileged situation ond wes perseduted. Religious teaching in the
schools, the Oatholiec press and other publications were suppressed, An stheistic offensive
was orgenised; it cen be added that it used rationalist erguments of the 18th century, the

same arguments that can be found in the Grande Encyclopedie frangaise, The Marxist propa=-

gande took grest trouble to point out thet there are conflicts between science and Faith.
They tried to convence everybody that the Ostholic 4= o superstitious men who struggles
against progress and seiences They ccoused the Gatholic of defending the inter;ata of

the bourgeoisie and of being indifferent to the status of the pecsants and workers. They
imprisoned many priests ond Cotholic laymen, ncousing them of activities cgainst the State,

At the some time, the forms of social 1ife were changing., Firstly, because of the
industriclisstion of the country, there.waa migration to the cities. The development of
heavy industry demended a greet mwmber of workers in the cities, ond at the same time,
forced collectivisation in the countryside caused the flight « of many young people to
the cities. In new citics or in new sections of cities, lived wmarried people and neny
aeparated from their families, There were also sections w%re only workers' hostels existed.
The effect of this situetion wes quickly evidents immorality and abandorment of religious
procticess This is e ﬁum@j@@agt(:mﬁ@a&w@rﬂuuﬂﬂ}m were Ootholic orly in
& traditionel menner and who were all et once plucked out of their environment.

Economic diffioulties and the difficulties of daily 1ife did not encourage the develop-
ment of @ religious and intellectucl 1ife., One hed to struggle to survive, and therefore
could not think of eternsl life but only of living from dey to day .

In Catholic soclety, there was ¢ group named "Pax" (not Pax Roména ), Members and adher—
ents of this organisetion tried to unite Cotholic dabrine with scciaclism, a socialiam
undaratood es & socicl and sconomic doctrine based on the theories of Karl Marx, Only
tha Pax orgenisation could publish Cutholic papers, and only it was tolsrated by the
govermments They published man’ very uaeful books, but they heve done much harm, not only
among lay Catholics but also among priests by sowing confusion in their minds. They
‘grectly contibuted to the dimirmation of moral sénse in certain priests who were forced :
to collaborste with the government. Todaj, the;Pax group is completely unveiled not only
as faseclsts but slsec as the propagator; of & false ideology, and cs those who supoorted
stallinists at the time of the struggle between the 8 alin conmunists and the partisans of

1

Gomulke. Some time cgo the weekly of the Pax group was condermed by the Holy GSee.
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Authentic Catholic imtellectual centres had almost no opportunity to influence the
Cotholic 14fe of Poland. Ome eXception wse the Cotholic University of Lublin which

functioned without interruption during all those. diff‘it;.ult years, at the

persecution.

Now I would like to speak a little about our Catholic university. Ve he
Faculty of Theology, of Canon Law, of Philosophy and of Humenities. This last Faculty is
d.tvided into the following sections: Polish,’ h:gliah, French;!@brepe ond clossic literatures
ond philologies; History; and History of Art. We hope that the Feculty of Law and Social
Sciences, and the Foculty o.f Education will be ::eﬁsta‘bliahed. The best-developped
foculties (although they received nearly no books nor joumnals fron abroad) are those
of Philosophy, and in Humanitics, the sections of History end of Polish and English studies.

At the Fa‘wlty of Philosophy, there are studies very important to the formation of
a solid basc for the Oatholic culture of the courtry. We ore convinced that Professor

best
Gilson's interpretation of the philksoply of St. Thomas Aguinas is the/bosis for the develop—

ment of philosophy as'weEMg WMI&EUNF@D?Q, the study of the
Seminars of Metaphysics, and of History of Philosophy, try to advonce the resecrch which
wa.n insugursted ond developed by Professor Gilson. The studies of the Seminsr of History
of Philosophy concern the history of Thomism (the interpretetion of the doct:;mot-u B - .
Thomss Aquinos as understood by his pupils) and the history of Aristotelism. Last year,
we were able to re¥stablish direct contact with Professor Gilson and thanks to l}imtb;‘ane"'\
of the dissertations of the Faculty will be published in France and Gu:_mda;.’w'i'hree of our b
young doctors in philosophy received fellowships from the Pontificzl Institute of Medieval
Studies end will go to study in Toronto in Septenber of this year.’

fhe studies of the history of philosophy concern slso the hist;ry of Polish philosophy.
Here is a very interesting situstion. S8ome of our Bechelors of—’l’hilonoplv work under the
direction of one of our professors at the Polish Acadery of Science and Letters. They study
the history of Polish philosophy and will publish a bulletin in French and English. One
rast understand that the Polish Acederyy of Science and Letters és anroffiecilal institute is
based on Merxist ideology. DBut our young historians of philosophy, considered as good

specialists, can conduct their studies in entire idcologicel freedom.
E el

v
Al



% & o

Among the genersl historians at tﬁé Gsﬁholic University in Lublin there is great
interest in the history of the Church in Poland. ‘They studs the history of religious
orders and ecclesiastical orgunisations in Polend, These studiaa are most iqportant
in view of the coming 1000th. enniversery of the beptisn of the Polish people uhich will
take place in 1966,

Let us go back to the character of Polich Cetholicism. fe I already aaid, one was
very agprehansive fcr the 1gtura of Pelish Catholicisnm in confrontetion with the poste-
wer changes, The centres (epert fron the Cotholie University of Lublin) like the group
which puhlishea the catholic ueekly, "Tygodnik Powszechny," or, forsexample, the publiahing
house of Librcirie 8t. Adalbert hed a greet influcnce on Gatholic life in Poland but their
activihy was linited end even supprosaed.

Even so, the death of Catholicisnm of the messes did not come about. There were, of
course, mony who left the Ohurch, but there Wes no mess aQandonment of religion, Why?

.:Of course who cannot penctrate Divine Providence, nor measure the influence of the Holy

Spirit, but we have a ce rtainxy ef being protected in a specinl way by by God and Our
Lady during those difficult yoars. One saw so mony sacrifices, so mmch sincare enthusiaam,
so much spiritual de?mﬂa;aﬁ @Eﬂldandeiﬁuﬂfﬂ’@is was inpoesible without

@God's help,.

We were wrong in o pessimistic estimtion of the catholicism'of tha nasses in Polend.

; (cont.)
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spiritusl life then one hed t!wuglﬂ.. 'I‘he Faith of the people, although often primitive,
wos very mch aliva. ' |

Also, 't.he mistakes mada by the Morxists in the educection of youth helped G great
deal in overcoming the criais. ' | ‘

In prectice, larxist education wes very primitive. Tﬁey iéolﬂted everybody, and
aboveall the youth by censuring the presa cnd jerming radio provramea fron abrozd.
nary booka disappeared from libraries and lecture rooms. Then the Morxists tried to
teach e\rerybod,y their ideology by criicles in the press, by redio, poaters, end nunaroua

Elenents XAAM~

propagenda public:tions. The, / of(Wergbought in neerly ell classes of primary and aeoondary
schools, not to the nention the u:iimraities. Even methemotical exercisaa ooncernad
- problens in socialist economicse The trade unions introduced the tecching of Marxian
| into ell f‘uetories end officess Every artictic and scientific aotivity was directed by
Rarxiot LEssloiys | o

Bu“c. to realise this educational progremre, the Marxists needed' uell;prepared leaders.
Lacking then, acti?itts were forneg‘w bsl_-e educ:ted, louered Exoeaaively the level
of Marxist educs.tion. Th&upi eryoar kmows gwy rp cation is not only based
on science but cleo on activity. Therefore, the Marxists craa't.ed a lot of different
orgenisations for children, for youth and even for cdultse It was almost él';ligatory to
belong to these organia;‘.ticl.:):: They obligated thelr mombers to socisl work. The aim of
Mcr':iat education wee to form "brave militan‘hs of sociclisms This wos inmportant becouse
eny ordinary action is judged good 1f useful for the reclisction of socialisn at a given
stage. One could see posters, for instonce, that reoomended to core for one's health
becouse & sick man cannct contribute to the rerlim tion of the mmmceoononi.c_phans
"he..)!&txiata “tried to influence 211 the domeins of life; for example, it wes shol:ld.ng for
party nembera net only to marry but even to moke friends with those outside the party.

Inform’..:ticn given by the press and officis1 publicotions was oftten false which was
or.xly too -x;ntural when the sole criterion of good wes ite usefulness to the establishment
of soc.i..alian.. The woz;se the econdniec situction, the nore thé propggonde tried to glorify it.

Whet were the effects of such en educction? The obli,g'atc;ry tenching of an abesed
Lhrxism'produoed effects completely contrery to those swaited. It produced criongz the youth
and people of all ages o profc;und epathy end e horror of cll ideologys The youth ceased

AT
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to think independently.r Tho,lying propagonda produced o desparate need for_truth or an
even nore dongerous scepticisn. For exanmple, here is a short story which will give you
.en idea of the situstion, |
one

After = Jobson in chenistry in a primery school, / little boy aaid to enocther,

"You heerd whet the teacher told ust they moke gless from sand. What o liel® And the
other enswered, ™ou don't understoand anything. 8he eennot say anything-alsé because she
wes told to say thet." This is a trus story, |

But Marxist educetion, in an unexpected way, furnished favourable elements for Polish
Cetholicien, The people, tired with the lics of propagends, sought the Churches to find
there some moments of peace. By & spirit of contradiection, even the most indifferent
went to services and thus the sooiel influence of the Ohurch wes enlargeds

One would not be impartial if one didﬁ‘t soy that in the Cormunist doctrine there cre
sone theories that are very attractive,; especianlly so fér Christinns - otbtroective in their
moral velue. I include in these moral volues the ctornel humen desires for equality and
justice for everyone. These ideels ere striking especially when ccoamhpniod by & seientific
:Vth which seens to 1ndioate the method of their reclisation. I believe that it 1s anly
now that many people T : i , 8 of races and closses
are trogic and out-of—Egﬁ gl;a 591 _Eﬂiga;gﬁ gefﬁﬂijﬁg by Christienity but a\

a tine when Christian Trutha are neerly forgotten or aré orated by pharisees, it is
Oommunisn whi ch provokza emnng sone people e thirst for jud’ieo.

Meny ouumuniata, especiclly young ones, began to think thet the unjust ond deceitful
method used till now were inoompctible with their idesls end, more important, treason to
these ideclss These opinlon ended in the radical revolution of last Octoger which completely
changed the poligy of Eﬁ;}ggﬁnuniat Perty. When the Marxists reslised the failure of
Ma;xiat eduo;£ioﬁ end the state of demornlisction cmong the people, they understood that
hunen conduct must be besed onbun ethical systen deeper than a few slogens. Thﬁy understood
Aonaequentky, thot it is impossible to ssve nen by methods vwhich worsen atd demoralise him,

Marxiesn does not possess e theory of ethics which cen be taken as & workedwout systen
of norms for humen conduct. The Merxists understood that they must elaborate such as
system ss soon 6s possible. ‘

Therefore, it is & paredox to see Morxists in this fieldbtturning towards non-Merxists
to seek aid in elaborating on ctheistic theory of ethics. One matericlist, non-bie rxist

philosopher now is cerrying on research in the field of ctheistic ethics. Neturelly,
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this 13 only ‘t,,he begiming. Merxists do not reje&t Christian et.hica underatood s a whole;
onthn‘qput.rary, they recognise, the value oi‘ Hany of Its nomb they minta'.’sn an‘ty t.l'nt
thsix- philowphiaal end religiuus interpretetion by Gathc‘lica is fcl-se. lﬂw .‘ua th&‘e no
ethiual tl;qory in ihrxim? a pmlosopmcnl systen %n:pwnma a thehry or etMca if 4t
docsn't pqoseas a concopt o:l' nene  And l!nrxism has no ecncept of nen. In order for 8-

plﬁ.lﬂmphxonl systen to elnbora‘l‘.e a well—founded tﬁed:y of mn, Iong ‘ﬂ'l'.mﬁes nsmacaascry
. 4 o -

to clazify. the TEindliles oF the evsten. ¥e' befif:fe “that bl Hrrx&.at thinkers will “compl ete

B0 clolec: So RRNREN
their system, and it ie useless to stress what consequences: will folféw. ma&mun is

aatuk ﬁr frou. being accomplished, _ .

Ta be able to.speck on educational problems of Polish cutholic ‘students,’ it. is nec—
essary to sgy e few words nbou‘-i Polish students now. The greatest evi.la which waigh* upon
Polish ynuth at the prasent time are: inefficient work, lnck of eat.th& f‘ar publae property,
staaling, alcoholilm, saxualism. ¥e have groups of youth called "hooligans' th are
plagﬁaa on town: end ommtry-. But we think the cause of their crinc.a tmd oftan their sadism
is rebelld.on against averytlgng and everybody; this is a mnﬂ‘ea‘tation of nihilisn and not

nacasmrﬂy a thirst for money. . ' [ &3 ' L Y% : :
Among university a(‘;ﬁ@ JC .see ére_as ‘but the youl'.h turn. f‘requently
towards aceptieim, MEEET?@, individualiadx;, ando :E:u}o have for@otten ‘the nﬁaning
of eivic responsibility. Thegfofra, the dewisive events for “the nation like ‘the. dnys
of October 1956 — when under the pressure execersied by public opinion ond by mrw-
menbers of the Party, a change wss made in the. Centrel Cormitiee end inuthe pol.:n.cy' of the
Party and of the govermment — these events proved thet the youth d';ld have a s;anse of
responsibility and an ardent petriotism. Unfortunately, these virtues are not for every-
day use smong the students. In the intellectual field, the youth ie reprehensive to
these who ore doctrinzire, dogmetists ond grendioquent. If youth ia?:‘zeptioal s it wants
to heve en empirienl attitude. It refuses doctrincs which ere seperated from life,

] 3
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A11 this N s great ecenscquoncos for the dducetlion of Cetholle studermte. For exz-
mple, scrrons which erc scid eethey were seid in the 19¢h Ceutury, irritoic thems It
15 4iffienlt to cxploin to students the differenee Letwcen the dozw of Catholielsn
and the dognetid whdeh 4s on intelleoturl cttitude. A roicion of metheds of
religious tenching, copeeinlly of the nethods of teaching the zoelel doetrine of the
Church, is neccssory. Thoce uio wese teusit it before the sar, were o little doctrie
nedres thersclves. Tacy stressed only ihc problen o prov vy and birth rsgwledbden.
ind so in prcetise the means °nd sims werc confuscd; the pmpmhy 1 -ich should be
tndcrstood =5 mecns no essory o ercete fuvorcble conditions for developnent of humen
persap Mes conceived s on eir in iteell. Ang so in proetisze the eoncept of the
pro wes nearer to the o neepis of nropr in individualiam snc liberclism then
in Ohristicnity. ind more, thors wos no differcree betuecen prineiyles, zenoral
dircetives ond deteiled progrormcs.  Ope did not undorstomd thet o renlizetion of
refor-s dopends o profound krovledge of the soelcty and of the ceonendecl situstion
4n tho country., Onc did mot sppreedate the rolc ployed by the cipirieal studies

of soelolosy cnd ccononies. Omo éid mot understond thet there 4s nothing

vorse thon to make on nnti-commnist propegende and to remein at the same time
passive to the most urgent social problems. - 22

We think that it is mecessery to stress the imporiance of the following problems:
first, the problem of the orgenic structure of the society; secondly, the problem of
the forms which would mnable the development of a real culture. In ome word, the
problem is the humanisation of 1ife in all ite aspects. We must heve & great fide-
1ity to principles but slso a spirit of invention end KXX en ability of adapting the
meens. 3ut the essential is to find the educatinal methods adepted to the present

"situstion and capsble to ereate a spiritual formation and social virtues. A4s yet,

we have not elaborated or conceived ary mature opinions on this subject. It demands
long studies. '

What is the future of the Oatholic education in Polend! It is difficult to forsee
it, as we live in e very speciel situatione In the domaine of culture, we belong to
the West. In the demaine of politics, we belong to the Bast. Commmist Padty governs
the country, but religion is teught in state schools. During the last elections,

) some Gommunists hed e mejority of votes in a part thanks to the support of Cetholics.

This mey sound strange, but you must understand that the Catholicg in Poland reslize
that they have to suphopt il Alsw-fentral Oommistes ¢T the Perty, estal@ the return
mand oz and to evade & Uivil War.=Pertaps, e-world wal slso——1?
et .
The me jority of the Polish people remains faithful to the Catholic Church but
at the same time the level of morality detlines. But we arc-optémists, and we think
that the humanisation of Life, snd an emelioration of the economic situation will
cOome s '

But, of course, it sll depends on Divine Providence and our surrender to the Holy
Bpirit. .
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