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A, Gemeral policy and relations with Pax Romanas

The General Committee was informed that Pax Romana was moks willing bo continue
to hold consultations with WSCF, but that it would be easier if these consultations
Mﬁﬁmdc\aﬁn.mmmﬁu, ete., rather than -
with doetrine. Loeal contacts would depend grextly upen the approval of the
bishop of each diocese.

RECOMMENUATLONS
1. The Federation should continue both to engage in such bi-latersl cansultations
ﬂMhMmm:ﬁmmmdwmumm-h.

W

2. Whether or not the above mentioned consultation with Pax Romens is held, the
Pederation should certainly hold some consultation exelusively devoted to Roman
Catholic guestions before the next General Committee.
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by RBoman Catholic conferences to WSCF and SCM representatives.
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. We recognise that the ecumenical nature of the Federation compels us to soek

encounter with all other Christian groups, including Roman Cathelie groups. But
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load to even more division and difficulties. The Federstion should, therefore
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for Christisn Unity), and act sccordingly. Ve wish %0 add that
true coummenical encounter must include mot only personal contacts, bub also a proper
Mdhhﬂﬁuaﬂ&nﬂﬁhdh&wﬁn““m“ﬂ.
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policy which Latin American SCMs seek to follow:

M-nmcmumuummum.mmmm
non-Romah ‘churehes creates s most difficult position for the SCMs of that region as
they attempt to define their wider ecumenical responsibility. An effort has beén
mhmmuﬁmmummq-uwﬁ-muu

Latin America since 1952, especially that of Matanzas, to whiech reference is made

Two factors are especially important in this situation:

1. The Roman Catholic Church in Latin America mot only affirms that i$ is the
mmmmm.u.wsdtumtmmmmwu.
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chuvehes live wnder God's judgement. At the same time, they feel that their obedience

to Jesus Christ in the wniversity leads them to the following conmclusions:

¢. That the local SCM should take advantage of every opportunity for emcoumber with
ReC, groups in the university for study, discussion, and prayer. Neclesiastical
restrictions from the Roman Hierarchy, and suspicions and lack of confidence on the
part of many SCM members, often make this very difficult) but such meetings are
now teking place in some countries and should be emcouraged. ;

The Latin American Movements recognise that their position is a special one.
"¥e are conscious of the danger, in this tragic situation, of forgetiing the weak-
ness and errors of our own churches and the need of daily submitting curselves %o
the judgement of Christ and of asking God to remew and reform us comstently. However....
we believe that the above deseription of our situation is fundamentelly right, and we
ask that the members of the WSCF on other continents have confidence in us, just
as we accept the testimomy of our Buropean brethren that their relatioms with
the R.Co Chureh are different from ours."



3.

The Federation recognises that the Latin American SCMs are attempting to fulfil their
ecumenical responsibilities in a difficult situation and grants the validity of the
policy which they are follewing, and pledges the support of its study and prayer.

ERANCE. €.
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The Generxl Committee decided to receive the following statement
presented by the Fremch SCM delegation about the relationship between the Fremch SCM
and Roman Cetholicism, and to comsend it to the attention of Pederation members.

The French SCM considers that it may be useful for the Federation to be informed
about the special situation of some of its branches in the field of »elations with R.Cs.
The situation is not rendered wnusual by the fact that groups of the French SCi meet
Catholic student associations on various occasions to discuss controversial points
with them and to pray together; but rather by the fact that in certein brenches, half
of the membership and half of the responsibility semetimes lies in the hands of R.Cs.
who are fully aware of the implications of their Roman Catholic faith and are living
this faith within their ehurch. We have thus, in effect, an interconfessiomalism
which gives a certnin direction to the whole life of the branch and which becomes
evident particularly in Bible study and cosmon worship.

Doubtless, this experiment is enly possible because Roman Catholicism in France
is in wany respects It is made easier by the umususl opemness of certain
French Catholics with regard to the question of Christian unity, following the ideas
of Abbé Couturiers "unity gs God wills it, when He wills it, and by the means that He
will choose." The R.Cs. and Protestants who work along these lines within the Fremch
Sk are the first to realise how ambiguous and limited this ecumencal experiment is.
Mmmhtﬂhsnd“h&hﬂtb“dﬂmm
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We do not propose that the Federation should study this particular experiment in
the coming years with a view of drawing frem it a general policy townrd Romsn
Catholicismj we simply ask the Federatiom to help us in the study of the problems
arising from thet experiment, problems that will become more acubte if this situtgtion,
which is al present that of a smell minority, should become some day = general ome,
The increasing mumber of R.Cs. in the SCM in Schools should make ws extremely wateh~
ful in this matter.

We also ask the Pederation to consider favourably the hope which this experiment
may contain for our relations with Homan Catholicism, a hope which God will fulfil,
if it is his pleasure.




