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Student Catholie Action is a movement that :ust be given
a prominent place in any historical account of the lay apoatolate in
the Philippines, Foumded in 1936 in Menila by Father Bdward J. MoCarthy
of the Magmooth Missionm, at the request of Archbishop 0'Doherty, it und e~
#tock to provide religious instruction for as many students as it could
reach. Its first assignment wae to propare the thousands of Catholie
students in the nonpbtarian and public schools in Manila for an intel=-
ligent and organised participation in the International Bucharistiog
Congress in Manila in 1937. -

Phere are $hves kinds of school in the city of Manila, The-

S| re are the Catholic mchocls, there are the Public Schools run by the go-

mm§ Wich religion does not form & part of the curriculum, but a
purelyp tion is given. The third olsas is what are called NoneSecta-
rian sehools. These are private schoole in which religion does not form
part of the curriculum, :

FithimhlGalibito bl ekl $6)organisation snd
. training of students in Catholic schools to act as volunteor catechists
for undenominational schoolss The organisation practically ceased during
the Japanese occupation, but it arcse again with new vigour ai tho end
of the ware In 1947, it was instructing 10,000, students in Manila's

undenominationsl schools. By 1953 the nguber benefifting had increased to |

150,000,

In 1953 Student Catholic Action had = membexahip of 18,02§,
Their activities were divided almoat equally between the Catholic and
the non-sectarian schools. A geal of 30,000 membership has been set,
It has a precise and practical constitution,

A% first primarily & catechetiocal organisation, Student Ca-
tholie Action has widened itz soope ¥¢ inelude other aims of apoatolic
worth. It has adopted many of the Jocist thohniques. The idoa now is to
organise cells of Catholic Action in every school and, if possible, in
every oclassroom, s0 as to Christlanise the capfel's studont body
ceful pemetration. For oxample, it encoursges members tc wrlite for the

student magazine, to get themselves clected to the councils of studemt |

organisations, to influence socisl activities, and so one

3dudent Catholic Action trains leaders whe can effectively
utilise 21l exlating ocampus organisetions to promote the Catholic way
of life in acadenic, social, cultural =nd recreationel aflfairs, Realis-
ing the religious demands of the big Catholic majority of their students,
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fhe administrators of non-sectarian universities have been only too glad .
to facilitate the giving of religious instruetion by Student Catholic
mmmm.mmmumnmmmmmqmm :
all university activities, The Oatholic hierarchy of the Philiwines has
expressed its confidence in the organisation by pronouncing it the offi-
cially mandated national Catholie organisation for students in the Phie
lippines. Incidentally, it has become the biggest group of studerts ever

~ brought together in the Philippines on a permancnt orgmmisational dasis.

In 1953, 150,000 - more than sixty per cent, of the student
body of Manila - were receiving adequate religious insiruction, thanks
to Student Catholic Action. Another Leneficiaml rosult is that the faculédies
of non-sectarian schools now desire to have Catholie priests as deans.
A third result is that & strongly Catholie, alert and watehful intelli-

gentsia im bdeing built up in the Philippiness
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