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Student population in the University of Seigon  3000(app.)
About 306 of these are refugee students from the North.
About 0% are Catholics,

There is only ome university in S.Vietnam. The University of Hue is to be started
shortly.

For detail information the following could be contacted,

; Rev.Fr.ldich,0,P,
Student Chaplain,
Cercle Renaissance
43 rue Nguyen Thong, Saigon.

2, Miss Tren Tui sl (delsgate to Pax Rousna Assembly's7)
86 Huyuh Tiuh Cua
Sedgon

3. Miss Nguyen Thi Qanh(International Catholic Auxiliaries)
Girls Student Centre
232 bis/c Hien Vuong

“Fundacéo Cuidar o Futuro

The Catholic students are organised. Fr.lich is the chaplain of this organisatien,
Its meetings are always held at the Certle Renaissance,

Appproximately 1000 students(both Catholic and non-Catholie) are organised into
what is cslled the National Union Of Students in S.Vietnam, This Union has close
contact with COSEC.

The affili&tio Jatholic Students' or

It has an effective programme of action, Affiliation would be of mutual benefit,
Even more it would mesn an inspiration to the other Asign Federations. Catholicism has
taken strong native roots here, real snd very emmest. the surface however the

country and even within Catholiec Action itself is nt with confliet partly arising
from the nespoftism of Diem's "counsellors” and corrupting use of American "generosity"
( Some view a trend similsr to that debacle of/Mirs Mission in China)

The rookb of Catholiciem in §,Vietnsm have however heen too firmly implented
to be easily shazken by the ambitions 4f a few Catholic individuals or the "ggod intentions"
of American democrats and replubicans,



Religious formation
ESESlS SSRBISRRSE (o the centre of

nass and the miomwekk chapdain's sermon, uaklymtina.mtho m& )
land are housed the three lominicing and two seminarimme~to-be, The
charge of this smell ‘convent' is an authority in Vietnamese Literature, whio was
formarly in Amoi and is now a professor in the University of Saigon. His salary forms
the majgr monthly contribution to the running of the Cercle, The students (around 100)
housed at the Cercle, both Catholic and non~Catholie, pay only a very nominal charge
for their board and lodging. The 'poverty’ of the 'convent' is a strong factor in

the inddvect formation of the students. There is close and effective contact between
priest and layman, Many a time and many a non=(atholic would stroll azlong to the
chaplain's office and hear him sing his beautiful French and Viétnamese songs accompanied
hyh:l.smad.tar.mthummmwaqmﬂmmm?uﬁumm“m
Frolich is very much a priest of the students,

The Association publishes a magazime periodically.{n Vietnamese) It is wead by both

Catholies snd non-Catholics on the campus,

The facilities for enclosed retreats have still to be found., Most ztudents work for

a living as woll as attend classes,

A whole wealth of Catholiciem is within the reach of the Vietnamien intellectual

via the French, fle has a tresendous advengageé over the subject of the Iritish, the

subject ipso facto of kimxk sedste protestantism, the subject of compromise,

Saigon is the city chosen by Therese of Lisieux,

Intellectual formation

The university of Saigon like so meny of the universities in Asia today faces apart

fm ite own inherent di.trimlﬁu the pa-esam of socmm of its environment, The
p : ofes: : ! be up sgainst tremendous

: - - ady tec - t an enthusiastic re-
acceptance of Freich idnas and valuu. The ma:lu but amwhtt obtrusive Finaneial Aid

of Americe has left the minds relatively untouched., Vietnam has the strong
influence of Chinese civilization =nd Irench civiliszation, She acting
sgainst both in an attempt to preserve her own imx identity. In doing so she is
preserving her bwn identity, She is I think discovering in the process richness
of this identity carmot be isolated from the riclness rnd the best that and

Chinese civiligzation had mmmdixfewx contributed towards it: growth, In a2s far as French
civilization is concerned the Skswmwiew Vietnamien has 1i3tle alternetive but to
continue to pursue it if he is to remain true to his own identity. The political barrier
hag been removed with independence. In as far as Chineese civiligzation goes against the
ammxermx censibility of the present-day Vienamien mationalist mnd in as far as it
becomes too manifest in terms of economie power it is bbing discarded impatiently,
Yet can he really discard it? The peériod of trmmaition is difficult for the intellectual
torm between the voice of reason and the mmsbmxaoraiianmddix national pride,

The Catholie Student Association is ia fruitful contact with Freach civilization.
It is however couple isolated from the million Chinese Ssigon, in Cholon where
the cite universitie is situateds "Who is my neighbour?" is/question to which an answer
met be given by the Vieinamese intellectual if he is to continue being true to his
very own Lldentity,

When the Bishop of Saigon vas asked the question, "What is the most pressing problem
with regard to the Catholic students in the university?", he replied,"They must know
clearly and histericelly Who is The Christ."

There is the familisr demand for professional training. There does not seem o be
a d.milar dmand for mth.

The preceding remarks need to be modified by the censideration of the fact that there



is a strong refugee element in the student population, The Presidec®)of #fe National
Students' Association was formerly a fighter under the command of Ho Chin Minh, He is
still a fighter, The line that distinguishes purely student action from political
action is understandabjy thin, A synopsis of an interview with him reads as follows:

What is the strenghk of your organisation? i

1000, these are mainly tnose who Lave & clear stand sgainst C _ _  have
not joined us could be divided into two groups, the mjoﬁty—awmm
minority against the policy of our organisation,(Included in this minority‘m quite
a few Cathiolic students who are of the opinien that the Association is too political,)
What is its programse of action?

Firet and Toremost we would 1ike %o have a studentst smnatorium. T.B, is sctively
present in about 5% of our students. We are curvently working on its materialisation.
(This student president is himself a medical student, sraduated lsst Jume'57.)

Each Saturday we have a swidyx page in the daily LIBERTY,

Though we are definitely anti}Commmist we are not in any wey sEBEER %o any poverful
political party, government:zl or otherwise. Hence we are a poor organisation in terms of
finance,

KxtaxRunms sk

We have plmmned for a 'clinical' team of students and young déctors to work in the
rural sreas during this summer vacation. (financed in part by Asia Foundation) -

What are your views on the dducational system in the wiversity end:the country?

Ve Lave the French system, This I Think iz mich bebler Than the Prillipine sybbes.

We are not snti-French ineducation. On the centrary we love Rrench culture, The French
professors are a great help to us at this stage, ST v

What are your views on the present policy towards the Chinese?

The Chinese me ﬂdaa;@’da@u‘t;t | el@reldist Hi@bily in time of crisis.

When our poor people nee milk and rice they were hoarding them. Although therefore
I think thet the mellods used By the Gomemmment in its attempt to solve the Chinese
problem may be not the beat ones, the prinsiple that the Chinese merchants must first -
and foremost show more convincing proof of their loyalty to the country is a sound one,
Is it true that the mejority of your members are students from the North?

Yes, The laziness of the South is more marked than in the North,

(I have discussed this question in more detsil with a young graduate from the North,

It is generally held that the liortherners seem to have greater drive than the Southerners
It must be remembered that the North was the only seat of higher education before the
division of Vietnam and is etill imxthe mowé industrialized region compared to the South
which retains essentially it rursl character, Climatic factors too are significant,)

NB,Ceatral Vietnam where the Imperial City of Hue(ef.Peking) is situated too has a
distinet eharacter of its own.
NB.The above information is not to be quoted as it was given in confidence,

Stkte and Bhurch

S.Vietnam has a rather prominent Catholic as |resident, The feeling is met with
in Catholic eircles including Cerdde Renaissance that some of his most important
policies, eg.his atttitude towards the appointment of the Bishop of Saigom, his
delegation of power in Hue(Centrsl Vietnam), his Chinese policy, his delegation of
power to his brother and sister-in-law(the "first lady® in S.Vietnsm), are far from
Catholic,

S.Vietnam is not a Catholic country. The temporal power of Cathelics like Diem
can be easily misconstrued as the power of the Clurch, There is & real danger in the

ant sn towards this specifie power of z few Catholies be an antagonism towards
tho%. = P g agend




Intemati ' ti

Students from the Association of Catholic Students have participated in Red Cross
projects in Saigon.

A young Vietnamese lady graduate from U.S.A. together with two Belgiam and two Italism
Internationsl Catholic Auxiliasrieshave recently started a Girls'Student Centre along the
lines of Crossroads Cemter, Chicago, at the national level,

The Chairman of W.U.S. is at the same time the Rector of the University of Saigon, Fe
is impressively young. Miss Lai's application for sn exit permit to attend the Pax Romana
Agsenbly at Bl Salvador has his support.

A Tequest was received from Fr,Lich that more information sbout Pax Romana be made
available, preferably in French. There is as yet little understanding of the significance
of international agencies snd organisations like UNESCQ, W.U.8.4 COSEC ete.

In a meoting on Wilat is Pax Romana? the Assistent Sscretary was asked in particular
%o clarify Pax Rowana's relationships vis-a=vis these orgmnisations,

The Asmociation is keen to have greater contact with other Federations. Interest was
expressed with regard to the posaible SEAsisn Seminar in Henglcong.

(NB,It way be of interest to record th reference to the Chinese problem in §,Vietnam ss
"the problem of your compatriots™ when FR, Lich discussed briefly some aspects of the
situation with the Assistant Secretary of Pax Romana,.)

Internation formation is verhaps in a special wgy of importance to the Catholi
university student in S,Vietnam, She is up against two very urgent and JoI sDpeRlens,
1.The Refugee from the North, !
2,The Chinese in their midst,

Any lasting solution cannot be narrowly nationalistie,

ati Catholic Ac

NAuTy
At the present period transit the picture mewhat confused. One major
factor that stmﬁmﬁ%a@-{ﬁj G20 b [ELAFDn orogrause =4 the natiommd
level isthe inability of a few powerful Catholies both lay and clergy to see clearly

the distinction between political party action and Catholie Action. n s

Thie is not to belittle the work that is being achieved in spite of the EufRsiunyx

confusion, e 2 ‘
(4 remark recorded reads, "Msgr.Chi is President of Catholic Action partly due to the
fact that no layman acceptsble to the heirarchy and acceptsble to President Diem has
yet been found,") s £ .
Retwimed gradustes from France snd U.S.A. o

One of the factors that influenced the strong reluctance of the Government to grant
passperts aud exit permits to Vietnamese students is the reluctance of quite a few
youhg Vietnamese engineers, doctors and other professional mem to retura to S,VIetnam,

There is at the momamt a small group of ﬁ%ﬁgxaﬁatﬂ organised in Saigon.

Their current programse has two prioritiss, find out where and who are the gradustes and
attempt Yo lessen fhe isolation of the "Freneh™ from the "Americem®™ gradustes, At the
helm of this movement is

Pho Ba Long

165 Phan Thanh Gian

Saigon,
He has been mimxgiy strongly influenced by Fr,Emmenuel fmpms Jaocques of Crossroads Center.
(I think Pat Meguire met him last year.)

A former Assistant Editor of the Times of Vietnam who has since left the paper because
of it trend towards an over pro-Government poliey is also acfive in this group, His
name and sddressf is as follows:

Tran Long

170, Pamteur,

Salgon.




smme _in collaboration with the Cathelic Students'Association.

1.Participation in SEAsisn Seminar,Hongkong,'ST.(Special assignuent to study ChinBES’ °)

2,Translation of gtudent articles into French for Pax Romana Journal.

3.TPranslation of Pax Remana articles or information into Vieinamese where necessary.

4.Study groups at national level and/or National Workeamp on the theme for the next
interfederal Assembly, Collaboration with young grafluates.

5.Ten copies of the Pax Remana Journal to be despaiched graiis on the understanding that
ten subscriptions will be fortheoming during the year,

G.Contact with Vietnamese students who have attended Pax Romana mes*tings sbroad, eg.
through the despatch of the locel student publication to addresses furnishked by
either Pax Romana or orgenisations like the International Catholic Auxiliaries ete.

7.Trainigg of a possible candidate for the “eneral Secretarist 58-59.

8.Conghet with W,U.S,,COSEC,UNESCO at National level,

9,Possible invitation through Pax Romana to one member from the Association to stay ane
month in the Pederation of Malays/Singsvore for the purpose of Prectice of English and
contact with Catholic student action in that area with the speciu alsim to
observe the 'integration' of the Chinese immigrants,

"
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