Sv:pplement to the News Service no 28

Polish Studentu In Czestochowa

On 18th May, more than 8000 students gathered in Czestochowa at Our Lady's
shrine to renew the Czestochowza vows of the Polish Nation befors fthe Millenivm
of Christianity in Poland.

The intricacy and complexity of moral problems of youth were ths chief sub-
ject of reflection in Czestochowa. Indeed in l:is welcome eddress, the Father of
the Pauline Order in Czestochowz expressed his uncertainty "whethor the ymmg
guests of the Holy Mother are Her delight or Her sorrow."

In hig letter to the students, His Eminence Cardinal Wyezynskl said: "To
stand the test of the present, difficult situation, our youth must first of all be
wise. It is for the gift of wisdom that you should ask Our Lady today. Students
should be wise to choose, szmong various programs ¢f life, the program of the
Gospel which is expressed in Czestochowa .wvows. This program test answers the
needs of human nature. It glsc fulfills the present nseds of our nation...The
Polish students should be strong and unbending to be able to carry cut the chosen
program and to overcome all possible handicaps, weaknesses and addictions."

On behalf of the students, Mr. A. Stanowski from the Catholic University of
Lublin spoke of a kind of aversion for big words and ideological programs, which
resulted from numerous abuses and incongruities between theory and practice.

He pointed out that such dislike is perhaps comprehensible but should be reason-
ably controlled all the same. Young people should learn to appresciate the valus of
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The crigis of ideclogies, he continued, has still another source, namely the
ardent desire for independence, for "seeking one's own way". Young people want
to be intellectually independent in spite of the obvious limitations of their
personal experience and in spite of serious shortcomings in making use of the
"precise art of thinking".

The lack of faith is another source of indifference. Ideclogies engage us fo
improve the world about us, but it cannot be done without btelief in the possi-
bility of improving things, without conviction that it depends upon ovurselves to
change our surroundings. We have lost the sense of responsibility.

Mr. Stanowski criticized this attitude and pointed out that something good can
be done in any circumstances. "Each opoch calls for something to be done; it is
for us to find the key - to guess what it is".

Passing to practical goals, Mr. Stanowski emphasized the need of improving the
knowledge of our religion. 'We sometimes doubt whether Christ's Truth provides
answers to contemporary questions. But do we actually know Christ's Truth? 4 most
confusing disproportion is to be observed bstween the level of professional know-
ledge and the level of religious knowledge".
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dnother goal is the development of social responsibility, in the sense
of a conscious and scrupulous professional work.

Last but not least, there is the question of the daily attitude toward.s
others, the question of helping people.

"We should never try to divide people into two groups: the 'good ones!, -
those who help others and the 'bad ones' - those who do nct. This world of
ours is arranged in such a strange way, - and it seems to be a beautiful
arrangement - that we all need help and we all can help in something".

After the pilgrimage, the participants were invited to lunch by the Pauline
Fathers and in the afternoon the students' theatre and chuir gave performances
in the Pilgrims' Hall.
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Note: This account of the pilgrimage has been taken in smmarizaﬁf?mm the
"Tygodnik Powszechny" of June 1, 1958

Fundacao Cuidar o Futuro



