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( Govcte, RoseMaRIE,EDs FirsT AsiAN MEETING FOR THE APOSTOLATE
of THE LAty (Rome: TiP. SAN GJUSIPPE, 1956),Pr.2B1=201,

THE PHILIPPINES

INTRODUCT | ON

CatHoLic ACTION IN THE PHILIPPINES WAS FIRST ORGANIZED BEFORE THE L
LAST WAR UNDER THE UNITARY SYSTEM, WHEN THE FOUR MAIN DIVISIONS OF CA=
THoLIC ACT)oON, AS CoNcEfveD BY Pope Pous Xl, WERE STARTED IN SEVERAL
D) OCESESe

BEFORE LONG, THE WAR BROKE OUT AND WITH THE WAR, 17" WAS DIFFICULT
IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE, FOR TO MOVEMENT TO CONTINUEs

On JUNE 12,1950, AFTER THE LIBERATION OF THE PHiLiPPINES, His Ex=-
cELLENCY, MsGre Ectoro Vaenozzi, AposToroc Nuncio{THEN APosToLic
Dewe GATE) OFFICIALLY BEGAN THE REVIVAL oF CATHOLIC AcTioN, THE UNITARY
PATTERN oF THE CATHOLIC ACTION WAS FOLLOWED UNTIL 1951, wHeEN THE EPis-
coPAL COMMISSION SOUGHT To ADOPT THE FEDERATIVE SYSTEM OF CaTHOLIC
ACTION, IN VIEW OF THE NUMEROUS CATHOLIC ASSOCIATIONS EX1STING ALREADY,
A FEW OF WHICH WERE AFFILIATED To INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OFFICIAL
RECOGNEIZED a5 CATHoLiC ACTiON.

ORGANI ZAT | GNAL STRUCTURE

SUPREHE AUTHORITY FOR CatHoLiC ACTION 4N THE PHILIPPINEB EMANATES
Frowm His HOLluzss,-THg_popz. THIS AUTHORITY 15 RADIATED TO TH1S COUNTRY

THROUGH THE PA 'UNC1o AND THE EP1scopaL Commission on CamsoLic ACTION.
" OROACE0 CUITAT O BULUNO o n

Tue EptscoraL CommissyoN REPRESENTS THE FIERABCHY OF THE PHILIPPINE Sa
IT 1S COMPOSED OF FOUR BisHOPS,

DIRECTLY UNDER THE EptscopaL CommMiSsioN 18 THE NationaL CENTRAL
CoMMITTEE WHICH 18 SUBJECT TO THE ADVICE AND GUIDANCE OF THE NATI oN AL
D1 RECTOR,

Tue NaTionaL DIRECTOR 1S NECESSARILY AN ECCLESIASTIC WHO 1S AP=
POINTED BY THE HoLy See, If THE NATironAL DIRECTOR 1§ ONE VESTED WITH
EPt1SCOPAL CHARACTER, NE BECOMES DE OFFiC10 MEMBER OF THE Ept800PAL
Commi S510Ne HE ACTS AS THE LINK BETWEEN THE MHIERARCHY AND.THE LAY DIRECTO=
RATE ofF CatHoLiC AcTioN, Tiere 1s AN a5s15TANT NationaL DIRECTOR, ALSO
aAnD ECCLESIASTIC, wWHo IS APPOINTED 8Y THE NAT1IONAL DirECTORS

Tue NaTionaL CenTrRAL COMMITTEE 1§ COMPOSEDOF THE PRESID ENTS OF ALL THE
NATI ONAL MADATED CATHOLIC ACTI ON ORGANIZATIONS. TS OFFIC ERS ARE, A
PRESIDENT, A SECRETARY, AND A TREASURER, WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE
Ep1scoPAL Commisct oNe THE VicE PRESIDENT 1S ELECTED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
NaTioval CentraL CommiTTEE.

THIS COMMITTEE IS THE HIGHEST LAY D4RECTORATE OF CATHoOLIC ACTI ON
IN THE PHILIPPINE S IT‘COORDINQTEG THE WORK OF ALL THE MANDATED ORGA=
NIZATIONS AND OFTEN TAKES THE LE AD IN THE PRESENTATI ON OF THE CathoLic
SOLUTION TO SOCi1AL, ECONOM|C, OR EDICATIONAL PROBLEMS OF NATIONAL
IMPORTANCE. It ALSO ACTS AS INFORMAT] ON CENTER WHEN PUBLIC | SSUES AFFECT
THE COUNTRY IN GENERALe

THE AUXILIARY ORGANIZATIONS oF CATHOLIC ACTION ARE ALSO FEDERATED
IN WHAT 1S KNOWN &S THE NATiovAL BoaRD oF AuxiLiARIES. THE OFFI CERS
OF THE BoARD ARE A PRESIDENT, A VICE~-BRESIDENT, SECRETARY, AND A
TREASURER WHO ARE SELECTED IN THE SAME MANNER AS THEIR COUNTERPARTS
iN THE NaTionaL CentraL CommiTTEE.
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THE PARISH PRIEBTS HAVE IN MANY CASES ORGANIZED PARISH COUNCILSe,
THESE PARISH COUNCILS, IN COORDINATION WITH THE CON?Rk?ERNITY OF THE
CHR1STIAN DOCTR!NE, WORKING UNDER THE SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE OF THE FARISH
PRIESTS, HAVE CONDUGTED CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION IN THE PARISH , AND
HAVE ORGANIZED CATECHETICAL CENTERS IN THE REMOTE VILLAGE Se

.DURINGG THE SUMMER VACATI ONS, CATECHETICAL INGTITUTES FOR TEACHERS
AND ADVANCED COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE HELD IN THE DgocESE,.

CONCERNING EDUCATION, IT 18 SAD TO S TATE THAT FIFTY YEARS OF SE=
CULAR INSTRUCTION H2S CONVERTED THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM OF THE COUNTRY
INTO A BREEDING PLACE OF RELIGIOUS INDIFFERENCE AND ATHEISM. THR DO=
CALLED "PRoGRESSI VE"{ METHODS OF EDUCATION HAVE DONE WMUCH TO DESTROY
PHILIPP‘NE TRADITIONG. BOTH PUBLIC ANDPRIVATE SCHOOLS HAVE PRODUCED
MANY DISRESPECTFUL, ARROGANT, AND UTTERLY IRRELIGIQUS YOUNGSTERS WHO
POSSESS AN ASSERTING ATTACHMENT TO RIGHTS BUT ARE UNMINDFUL OF THEIR
DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS. THUS, IT MAY SAFELY BE ASSUMED THAT THE EDU=
CATIONAL SYSTEM HAS IN LARGE MEASURE BECOME, WITTINGLY OR UNWITTINGLY ,

A DANGEROUS PREPARATION FOR CoMmuNiSMe THIS 18 A PROBLEM NOT ONLY of
CaTHOLIC ACTION BUT OF THE CHURCH HERBELF, WHICH 1§ BEING SOLVED BY THE
CSTABLI SHMENT OF MORE PAROSHIAL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS. A GOOD NUMBER OF THE
PAROGHIAL SCHOOLS ARE BEING RUN BY RELIGIOUS CONGREGAT!ONS. The Youneg
Laotes AssoctaTion of CHARITY(YLAC) anp THe Carworsc'\osen's Leacue (CWL),
HAVE ALSO ESTASLISHED FREE SSCHOOLS FOR THE ELEMENTARY AND SEC ONDARY
GRADESe

THE SECOND PRCBLEM DEALS WITH THE ACGTIVITIES OFCATHOLIC LAYMEN IN
CIVIC AND POLITICAL LIFE. THE SECULAR INTERPRETATION OF THE SEPARATION OF
THE CHURCH AND THE STATE HAS INCULCATED SUCH A WRONG IMPRESSION OR THE
MINDS OF THE PEOPLE THAT MERELY BEING A CATHOLIC HAS BECOME AN 0BSFACLE
To THE EXERCISE ! AMNG POLITICAL RISHTS, SMALL BUT ORGANIZED
GROUPS OF Musonpumw%scgm Tink ﬁH‘BUE@O CONSTITUTE
THEMESELVES AS A PRESSURE GROUP IN THE FORMULATION OF GOVERNEMTAL PO=-
LICIES TO THE PREJUDICE oF 83% ofF THE POPULATION vHO ARE CATHOLICS o
HowevER, SLowLY, CaTHOLIC ACTION IS TRYING {TS DEST TO BREAK THE
STRANGLE HOLD OF HOSTILE PHILOSOPHIES ON THE MENTALITY OF THE PEOPLE.
CATHOLIC LEADERS ARE AWAKENING TO THE NEED OF PARTICIPATING MORE ACTIVELY
'N THE CIVC AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS OF THE COUNTRY o CatHouiC ACTI ON1STS,
AS CITIZENS HAVE BEGUN MARSHALLING INTO ACTION ALL CATHOLICE, REGARDLESS
OF PARTIES ,IN THE DEFENCE OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND IN SUPPORTING TRULY CA =
THOLIC CANDIDATES FOR PUBLIC OFFICE.

THE THIRD MAJOR PROBLEM FOR GaATHOLIC ACTION 18 CONCERNED WITH RURAL
LIFE. WHILE THE PEOPLE LIVING IN THE CITIES HAVE ENJOYED ALL THDPPORTU=
NITIES FOR A GOOD EDUCATION, GOOD HOMES, GOOD FOOD, AND THE PRIVILEGE OF
HAVING FACILITIEE TO SEE THE LIGHT OF TRUTH AND FAITH, A SUBSTANTIAL
NUMBER OF THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN THE RURAL AREAS REMAIN ILLITERATE, AND
INDIFFERENT,

Tue Feperation oF Free FarmERS, THE HoLy Name Society, THE oF. Vin-
ceENT bE PauL Socterys Ano THE LeEGIoN oFf MARY ARE DOING THEIR BEST To HELP
THESE RURAL FOLKS REALIZE THE DIGNITY OF THE HIMAN PERSONALITY, AND TO
SEEK FOR THEM THE MEANS TO IMPROVE THEIR LOT THROUGH A BETTER AND WORE
HUMANE LAND TENURE, AGRARIAN REFORM, DETTER FARMING WETHODE, HOUBING #ND
MATNTENANGE,. FACILITIES FOR EDUCATIONL, AND A BETTER KNOWLEDGE OF RELIGIONe
CATHOLIC ACTION IN GENERAL (3 EXERTING EFFORTS TO UPLIFT THESE RURAL
FOLKS THAT THEY MAY INTELLIGENTLY PARTICIPATE IN THE DEMOCRATIC WAY oF
LIFE AND APPRECIATE THE BLESS NGS OF FREEDOM IN A DEMOCRACY.

A FOURTH PROBLEM REVOLVES AROUND THE RoLE of women In CaTHouiC
AcTioN, THERE $5 A TENDENCY FOR WOMEN, ESPECIALLY IN THE CITIES, TO
BECOME TOO WESTERN IN THEIR MANNERS, SPEECH, AND WAY OF THINKINGsMoDERN
IDEAS WHICH SUBVERT THE PURPOSE OF MARRIAGE ARE SLOWLY FINDING ACCER ANCE
AMONG SOCIETY MATRONS, VOUNG GIRLS TEND TO BEC OME INDEPENDENT AND YO
{MITATE HOLLYWOOD LIFE AS DEPICTED IN THE MOVIES. THE SBLIDARITY OF THE
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FrLiPiNo FAMILY 1A ALOWLY BE!NG UNDERMINED BY IGNORANCE, 1RRELIGION,
AND MORAL LAXITYs CATHOLIC ACTIONs, THROUGH THE ICtiaurs of CoLumBus,
Carnoric Women's Leacue, Soparity oF Our Lapy, Lecion oF Mary, Ba-
RANGAY Sanc BIRHEN, StubenT CaTHoLic Action, Hory Name Socievy, AnD
OTHER DJ OCEBAN AND PAROGHIAL CATHOLIC ASSOCIATIONS , IS .EXERTING
EFFORTS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE CHRISTIAN IDEALS OF WOMAN AND
THE FAMILY,

THE FIFTH PROBLEM 18 OF IMMEDIATE IMPORTANCE. |T EMBRACES THE
CULTURAL LIFE OF THE COUNTRY, PARTICULARLY IN THE FIELD OF ENTER=
TAINMENT, RADIO, CINEMA, THE STAGE, AND TEIE VISIONe |T COVERS THE
ACTIVITES OF THE PRESS N THE MOULDING OF PUBLIC OPINION. IHE WHOLE
PROBLEM 1§ CHARACTERIZED OY THE IRRESPONSIBLE ATTITUDE OF THE JOUR=
NALISTS, ARTISTS AND RADI O PERSONNEL. SENSATI ONALISM AND COMMERCIALISM
HAVE BECOME THE MAIN MOTIVES OF THE PRESS AND ENTERTAINMENT. THE
APPE ARANCE OF PORNOGRAPHIC JOURNALIGM AND LEWD ENTERTA)INUERY HA VE -
BEEN S0 SUDDEN AND RAPID THAT CATHOLICS HAVE BEEN CAUGHT UNAWARES
AND UNPREPARED,

FINALLY, THE PROOLEM OF SO0CIAL AND CHARITABLE WORKS DEBERVES
MENTION, AS IT IS,THERE |8 A LACK OF COORDINATION AND SYSTEMATIC
METHOD IN THIS IMPORTANT FIELDs THE ACTIVITY 1S CONFINEQ™ TOTHE
EFFORTS OF RELIGIQUS GROUPS AND CATHoOLIC ASSOCIATIONS. 'HERE 6
YET NO SYSTEM OF COLLABORATION WITH GOVERNMENTAL AND NON=GOVERMENTAL
AGENCIES, OR WITH INTERNATIONAL ASS0CIATIONS LIKE UNESCO anp WHO,

A STEP HAS BEEN MADE IN THIS DIRECTION WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF

A CatHoLic CHARITIES BUREAU IN THE PRCHDIOCESE oF MANILA. IN THE
Par1sH CrunciLs, & ParisH Werrare COMMITTEE 1S ALSO BEING CRGANIZED
TO COORDINATE SOCIAL AND CHARITABLE WORKSa

ACTIVITIES OF THE NATI QNAL MANDATED CRGANIZAT IONS

soomui v o asRRClacao Cuidar o Futuro

ACTIVITIES OF THIS ORGANIZATION INCLUDE A Lecion oF DEceEnCY
CAMPAIGN, A CATHOLIC PRESS DRIVE, STUDY AND RESEARCH ON SOCI AL
PROBLEMS, RELIGIOUS IN TRUCTION AND CONDUCTING DISCUSSI ON CLUBS '
ON VARIOUS YATHOLIC SUBJECTS,

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

THISORG“N!ZATIGN ENCOURAGES FRATERNAL ACTIVITIES;PROMOTES CHARITY
P,TRIOTIEM; COCPERATION WITH CATHOLIC AGENCIES , YOUTH AND SCCIAL WEL~
FARE, RELIGLOUS AND LEADERSHIP SERVICES, ETC.

COWERENCIA DE SAN YICENTE DE PAUL

NVEWMBERS OF THIS ORGANIZATION VISIT POOR FAMILIES IN THEIR HOMES,
BRING CONSOLATION TO THE SICK AND PRISONERS, INSTRUCT POOR, ABSANDONED OR
IMPRISONED CHILDREN, LOOK FOR WORK FOR THE P§CR, CAPITALIZE SBMALL
BUSINESS ENTERPRISES WITHOUT CHARGING ANY INTEREST AND PERFORM OTHER
WORKS OF CHA®ITYe

HOLY NAME SOCIETY

fHE HULY NAME SDCIETY 1S AIMED PRIMARILY AT HONORING AND GLORIFYING
ALM]GHT GOD AND AT THE PERSOMAL SSNCTIFICATION OF ITSE MEMBERS BY ACTS
OF LOVE AND DEVOTION To THE Most HoLy NAME ABIDE FROM PROMOTING APOS=
TOLIC ACTIVITIES, SUCH AS RETREATS, CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY, AND OTHERS,

LEGION OF MARY

VIGITING THE SI1CK, ASSISTING IN PARIGH CENSUS, VISITING THE POORER
DISTRICTS OF CITIES AND TOWNS, ENCOURAGEMENT OF CHILDREN'S ATTENDANCE
ar Mass, TEAacHING CATECHISM TO CHILDREN IN NoN=CATHOLIC SCHOOLS, AND
CONDUCTING OF BOYS' AND GIRLS' CLUBS, AREI AMONG THE MANY ACTIVITSES OF
THIS ORGANIZATION,



YOUNG CHRISTIAN WORKERS

BETTER Known As THE YCW, TH1S ORGANIZARTION ORGAN]ZES RELIGIOUS
STUDY CLUBS, RECOLLECTIONS, AND RETREATS FOR YOURG WORKERS,. lTs8 acTi=
VITIES ALSO INCLUDE PREPARATION. OF SCHOOL BOYS FOR THEIR WORKING
LIFE, PREPARATION OF ITS MEMBERS FOR SERVICE IN THE FORCES, ASSISTING
THOSE QUT OF WORK TO FIND JOBS;ETCas

CATHOL IC WOMEN®*S LEAGUE

CWL, AS THE ORGANIZATION 16 KNOWN FOR SHORT, UNITES ALL CaTHoOLIC
WOMEN IN A NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF RELIGI OUS AND
EDUCATIONAL INTERESTS AND SO0CIAL WELFARE, AND PROVIDES A MEDIUM THROUGH
WHICH CATHOLIC WOMEN MAY UPHOLD THE FAITH AND ACT AS A UNIT IN MATTERS
OF PUBLIC INTEREST AFFECTINGTHS DI GNITY & WOMEN, SANGTIYY OF THENHOME
AND EDUCATION OF THE YOUTH,

CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZAT|ON

THE ULTIMATE 0BJECTIVE oF CYO IR THE BPIRITUAL IMPROVEMENT OF ITS
MEMBERS, THROUGH ASSIS TANCE OF MEMBERS IN THEIR NORMAL DEVELOPMENT ,
SPIRITUALLYINTELLECTUALLY, EMOTIONALLY,PHYSICALLY; SOCIALLY AND VOCA-
TIONALLYsRELIGI OUS ACTIVITIES OF THE GROUP INCLUDE LECTURES, CONFERENCES,
STUDY CLUBS, AND OPEN FORUMS AMONG YQUNG BOYS WITM' ELDER MEMBERS,

STUDENT CATHOLIC ACTION:

SCA ACTIVITIES ARE VARIED aND INCLUDE RELIGIOUS AND CATECHETICAL
INSTRUCTION , STUDY CLUBS, SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES, DEVOTION TO THE HoLy

SACRAMENT AND Laoy, PROMOTI OF. MISSIONS D RETREATS, ORGANIZATION
or maor o #nondu, | [FENLENERED  SHUHERKCHALD) eps LT Iy orwens,

YOUNG LADIES ASSOCIATION OF CHARITY

ACTIVITIES OF THTS ORGANIZATION INCLUDE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
OF FREE SCHOOLS AND CLINICE FOR THEPOOR AND MONTHLY Mass ano Communion
FOR ITE MEMBERS,

BARANGAY SANG BIRHEN

BarRANGAY SAnNG BIRHMEN HAS RELIGIOUS 80CIAL AND ECONOMIC PROGRAMS. I78
ACTIVITIES INCLUDE INSTILLING THE SPIRIT AND HADIT OF PRAYER AMONG THE
MASBES AND THE RROMOTION IN THE COMMUNITY OF THE RECITATION of THE HoLy
ROSARY;ESTABLISHMENT OF READING CENTERS AND CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION;
ESTABLISHMENT OF COOPERATIVE HOUSEHOLD INDUSTRIES ANO {NETRUSTI ON ON ‘NEW
TECHNIQUES IN FARMING AND INDUSTRIES,

THE NAT|ONAL AUXILIARY ORGANIZATIONS

AposToLADo DE LA Oracion

AporacioN NocTurnNa FiLIPINA
Asocracton De La MeoaLrLa MiLacrosa
Don Bosco Boys AssoCIATION

Hioas pe Maria

Hory Rosary Causape

OrpenN Tercera pe Sto, Dowmince
OrpeEN VeErcera pe San Francisco
OrDEN TERCERA DEL CARMELOC
PrOPAGATION OF THE FalTH.

EnriQue M, ZAFRA
Executive Sgcremany, CoA.P.



