In the last years everybody started speaking about women. But the
most lmpor unt is that women have started to speak about themselves.
And ﬁ::g in such a way, with such intensity, in so many different
instances(?rom the local level to the international forum ,that a

qualitative leap in the condition of women has tcken place.

Indeed, let us not be fooled - when we are speacking of the contempo

rary women's movement, we are facing one of the m st 1mportu:éiiﬂu

wlecks fran no ;Ehs
social movements in this century cnd—fer—oaway—from simple insg

tisfaction of bourgeois middle-class women.

Such o movement is ot the convergence of many factors. We will look

at the most obvious ones.

First of all, there is aomong women a new awareness - we reglize that,

o vomer, “EUMHALED LA O POt T &0 society

In sociologicel terms, we can go further and say that women form a

#
bia-sociulﬂclass. ( Of course, we understand the concept of "class"

& mfﬁm

as encompassing more than the ; between'ﬁijgzgi:irsociul

grfoups created by the process of production in the beginning of
industrialization). Such a class is o social formation determined

by = cultural features linked to biological conditions as well as

by socio-economic structures.

The biological definition of women assumed, century by century, as
an inferiority?considered as such in law and behuviou{,gs afJﬁﬁ‘YUUr
of their specific situation of civic minority of social and economic

exploitation. o
corvimon o ol

ﬂn{k fhase #ﬂ‘hﬁcs appear as CONMBURLIEETy groups ‘H"-ﬂa']\/glv% - 0

new eMphasis ef—sdemion 53 their biological b051s. Let us see how'

Because of their capacity for M%\mmenm nediccach el
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5 T\ o be hle
T&jis such o LUw thot #f Fdek beiny o house-wife, that is, bedwg envolved
in the process of procreation and reproductioq/becomes a#iéASQ}Z for the

participation in the whole system of production,may it be of services

or of goods,in the whole of society.

Because women are token Wby the building-up of the
7l
6‘nMﬂL*(£kﬂﬂth infrastructures of deily existence}yty the continuous care for the

well-being of people, Igey see themselves reduced to the bottom of the
PO

arning the lowest salaries and#fovable to the top
anl * 1§ 5 stehen
whet ie.4n & connected with their procrection

professionagl scale

of the ladder.,
’ fL
_role?/%w ﬁcertain
' ; is used by the me

want to be.

finity for concearn _ses-obkers ond care for others ,
cafaci by ﬁm—/%wocmﬂaﬁrw
nism of society in order to keep them where men don't

/ﬁa?a Qur %u/u_fy Q. ASELVE OF m%/mue,u,a,,._ o
Yalsion avankels
Because women,in their image, assimilate themselvi? to thls biological

h’dw 1/1‘5‘?1'!
function unﬁfx7%§7 (f? t?ﬂ estqblFf stondards, their social
U320, GU LTk
stotus is in fact aof ected in all societies, them from the

possibility to play a role in society as a whole and to change thes society

by a new contribution.

Vé%_—;;r the quick reader, these different aspects eme connected with the
possibility of women to procreacte eme may appear only as cﬁ“”bu#}u.nnk{tubu
to other groups. It can be said that other groups are confined to the
house-hold, that other groups are affected to tﬁgmﬁzzzifiggg%éslaf'
professional—tife, that other groups are meeh morginal in reletion to
the whole of society. However, in the condition of women, something
sppeExx very special appears. Because cll this hoppens at once, we

are somehow beyond the sound-barrier. The cccumulation of so many

} what we call ws ke
different factors constitute§ o quclitative leap. Thetls why—we——ecar

— mk:,;«ap
say that women are the most under-privileged group of ooete%y—us—u—whola



Therefore, it's not a surprise thut in the last teq¢y%rs an incregsing

wave of discopntent, discouragement, &jt::1 rebelion, has emerged amongst

Mﬂéwu.m 7)7. }
women, Often, this tokes only the form of a vagueka wareness of their
oppressive condition and of_dge'(/ -i of the different levels at which
this oppression takes place. Mefe—importuni*nndlﬁt a result of this
personal awareness, we are facing the collective discovery made by women
of their own strength as a group,and:¥gis is undoubtedly a new sociological
trend es—we—ore—facing a new social movementi—
T o
#s social movement doesn't come out of a sudden awarenessf by womﬁp and-- .
. 13 s i,
in total independence iﬂpg;her movements in society.pPedn Fuc£j§3£§§§§;££E&L"
ﬁﬁLCL}$a4€m“)¢lust of the succe351v4Luves ofcuuqu¢§r for self-determination and for

memen rights which has gone through all the discrimination + C#%ﬂ*”*udyb

of exploited groups in mankind. We have seen first [and we are still seing

HKion
the working classes fighting against the oppression of whteh—%hey—:;:7
2) M

babsrn 1 orean o raste prrfit for

n esé : i ieties.

We have seen the colonized peoples W‘B uf/)t once S against
¥ore ubio ;e }G\I«W\ ['h_v; h, 4 yeQ

the oppression of whiek s T Theybflght for independence,

and culturel level is still

_qur hel & Leas\, we are seing young people up{:.f;::ag- continents constitute

more than half of the populatlon fighting eeesssesesss(fim da fita)

ot A
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We want to be able to contribute to the building-up of an utopia which may

not be far away in the horizon to be atteinll only in several generations
time but which will transform today our concrete life. We know thaot we
have in ourselves energies that have never kemem played o real part in the

global development of history, and we are firmly aware that when that field



will be possible to happen certainly the very course of history will

be changed;
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what's right and what it's good for them ( of sg}ifty needs them
as an element in the chain of reproduction. ) he flrst wove of feminism
did=net obolish eaiber the subjection of women to legol norms of domination
The A&“%on ference of 75 - International women's year - has shown very !
clearly that prdtically all societies still have in their laws some
distinctions by which women are kept ot the second level of

citizenship— @nd if not the letter of the law ot least itds spirit

OS5 the practical behavior is totaolly different from the liberal
approach e laws comwey, What shall we say about this first feminism then?
Was it“ﬁecessary? No, on the contrary. The first feminism was a ne-
cessary landmark in the evolution of the condition of women. However,
itsziéié?brought women to the Miyeghold of Lﬂ#ﬂﬂﬁéignity and social
participation. gjhf,d-un~11vgmf
A second wave of feminism had necessarily to come cbout by the eali-
zation of the ruther;umoMPuggage of the first wave of feminism. So, it

moved gradually to social rights’df-%he@quality of wages, od«the possibili}’g

of return.mg to the work%ﬁd?l? afterw

_ A?f chlldren, i
socigl sec N igf?'co 1ff° e u ment, ot the service
of #he FumFm ¢s g:’ gqlﬁ m ble. (ALl me th@se
needs wik atfticlds omer auwentd "by women's effort) Such o feminism
was not a popular movement ot first. It developed itself mainly at
the level of the hid&y technical and cultural strQct@se among the womendx
population whose instruments of analysis aldowed them to recognize the
JkLKL&AﬂQ of the first stage of feminism in the overall situcotion of
women, That's why in the second feminism equallt is not a solution
and® T to gttain the cgnré%ntve situation 1L cfgéﬁi;ﬂ:een as a way
of perpetuating the status quo. Ft—is—when Women realized collectively

that their liberation is not to be equated with the situation of men

AL AU él

as it is now. M—is Fhen : ot a new social movement
hgs indeed begun. And besun witﬁ¢{1$l okt consequences, thot—is; is
| to transform itself into a political vector and to acquire grodually
the politicol ideology which may'g:gﬁg'it to have a truly aond serious
contribution to society in ikkzx its evolution. It cannot be ignored
however thatogn the {tnd towards its full Cubedind®'in political life,
@EEE:EEEE?TEE%?;;;;;IEUEF_GEG% finds in women themselvesL:£tremendous
ndAgueld |
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and to which they hove to conform.

o fh.ajﬁs;fa&uq;
bmen were nvolvig'in lL,these fights ond tZ?Z arg 5
:vyv‘d} stgbggie—sn fﬁ;_movga nt for ﬂz
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o working closs
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total independence of the new natlonf,Ln.iﬁzodlfferent waves of the

&rﬁvﬂéh-culture. However, for those cE8REh who are more lucid about

- F I3 elean . . :
thei?’EﬁF‘§I¥;E¥Iaﬁj> they realize that their commitment in those

,;f”’:;;/’Fi hts common to all mankind don&”; liberate them from their specific
'B'-Qk di, : : . faal K X ] 4
&pﬂib;ﬂ-oppre351ons. They reclize
f s

Cd‘r'\;? ‘Dé& dmuﬂ-’-e

colonized
and kept guardiaonship, In o way, they are repeutingv?heir own

lives the three stages of the groups with which or within which they

were working. It is through these different steps thet we con say

thot we come to the greatest social movement of self-determination

in history. Some may call it the fight uguinJ‘sexism,"fgﬁ may

reduce it to it§ mos¥ expression,namely the women's liberation
movementsy) Some of us speck cbout neo-feminism or the new left, whatever
it may be. Wheot is important is the reclization thatfgs an irreversible
movement #{ighli% in Pace with the other social movements of our century.

A qu"stii‘on may contre to our mirjds: what go W Tia&w?;jwe suy_%u‘r collective
effort. Mpy be it's not i tant : « Let's not forget
that r?emingmm%%tut fidant ents in this century.

The feminism of the begining of the century was born of industrialization
and cloimed for Rquality ofefpolitical and - civio/rights

an
for women. In fact womed fWorked hours ~« @« day, were put &b the

lowest and most difficult Jobs in industry, realized thot if they were
good for produc s{2P in the economic chain they should as well
have o possibility to participate in political life. However, the

voting right has not brought cutomatically @ social right of being
ellegible for public functions. It's omazing to see: how fifty yeors
ﬁft%ﬁe first wave of feminism women are still a surprise in many o
political an4, or even when it's a question to discuss f""'ﬁu’ {"rﬁ‘:t-?t?rs.

— @nd this, regardless of the political regime in which women are living.

It's true also that Bhe first age of feminism didn't bring with it

the right to choose fely what kind of life women like to lead pr—to—be-
' Z : . 3

, o

; women are somehow carried on by society towards

aw! of marriage without o possibility to think for themselves whet—
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We—can_say that such’current is by women themselves , are

allienated by the vaolues and tasks of the so-caclled womenhood, which
was wj"gy men and Wﬁb}a byMﬁWv%%ﬁ'
the B r, whithin the very sphere of womenhcod a
tiiéﬁéﬁtla_change‘ﬁas.tukéh place. Many studies have shown that

&l "‘PLQL' VX image of womanhood wad coneyed by very wide')mé{ature which
propagete itself to the less privileged layers of A4 e @adually
that image of womanhood was going to clash with the problems theLnAM?
intellectual str8ctdge hod been identifying and denounde By—t—— — — —
chunge—which—in—some_countries—Tf?;jwus very well planned and dgtermined.
This littersturelllas finally et by JW"_“%_
garding some fundamental queetions,® Yhe most important problems the
more sofisticated women were‘gﬁg&ﬂéggt' Thus, if we follow the anlysis of

the onthropologyfg%ﬁn f@"igits the fusion between the wide-wave and
the shock-wave . et i;minismfyihe shock-wave acquires in the

contact with woomanhood a concrete,existenfial and human language.
Reciprocally, womanhood in contact with feminism acquires 0Ut%ﬁ4*b5 )
begins to discover the specificity of its hdﬂfe fields. When this
fusion tokes place or whenever%g‘g&ssibility appears, a new political
force bm”#%%rou h: Wmen's force coming from their solidafity among
M&Eaﬁ)ﬂ@uh%rwﬂpﬁuturoown personnal undcollec—

tive liberation. Our concern is not about only our own reality as a

themselv

human person, herself as o complete being,winning over the
ancestral determinings of society. We do not want . our force kept
as a secret kept ﬂﬁmﬁd in the world as if we were putting ourselves
\FH against men. We certainly wish that all barriers of class, age, race,
nationality, ideology, may +GH IIa'Mwﬂwrc:men. And if that happens,
we can say that political project embodied in the salidarity of women
carries profound subversion of society as it touched the very foun-
dationsof each society,
" Mow can we say that ? Lol Mjust say xf o thinks,
by society them than by the State, we believe more in the
free organization of people than in institutions, we play with the
dinamism of the provisional ogainst the well established ‘
We accept the impulse of intuitions and feelings as the antidote
of a racionalization which has become tde humanized and too logical
to be capable to govern our world. Ve &V that the particular and the
punctual are the very {«~%in which society is generating itself§. Ve

: 3 . y
reject with our total being the-ﬂ%&e of the political life and all its



(O
rituals and lithurgaes as we)ﬂgﬁﬁjf all history §s there to show all
its own w inefectivenness. We laugh about short-terms, medium-terms,

long~terms plans because so very sudden have they been in
simple things as food,
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