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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The General Assembly, in its resolution 2497 (XXIV), asked the Secretary-
General to report, as early as possible, on "the measures to be taken to
establish channels of communication with youth and international youth
organizations”.

2. Accordingly, the Secretary-General, in consultation with the specialized
agencies of the United Nations system, international non-governmental youth
organizations, specialists in working with youth and youth organizations and
individual young people, has examined existing channels of communication between
the United Nations and youth and international youth organizations and measures
that might be taken to improve such communication. 1/

3. These consultations have been undertaken over a period of approximately
two years. During this period two international youth meetings (the World Youth
sembly in 1970 and the Symposium on Participation of Youth in the Second United
Nations Development Decade in 1971) and four regional meetings on the role of
youth in development (et Bangkok and Addis Ababa in 1970, at Bucharest and Beirut
in 1971) have also been held, at which the question of channels of communication
was discussed. At all these meetings, young people either predominated or were
a major element among the participants. Many of the insights and conclusions
developed at these meetings are reflected in the present report. The process of
preparing this report has provided, in effect, an opportunity to discuss improved
channels of communicebtion betweern-the United)Nationsrand,young people with many
persons and organizations WhoCkoWld be directyl ihvollvedlixlsvech communication.

4. In the present report, the term "United Nations" refers to the Organization
itself, excluding the specialized agencies. Several points of reference will first
be presented and then a number of recommendations will be made.

1/ Although the term "youth" cannot be defined precisely, in the context of
this report the term is used to denote young people between the ages of 12 and 25.
See Long-Term Policies and Programmes for Youth in National Development,
(United Nations publication, Seles No. E.T0.IV.12) , for a more detailed definition,
especially pera. 11.
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IT. POINTS OF REFERENCE

A. Existing channels of communication

5. Since the founding of the Organization, the United Nations and youth and
international youth organizations have established a number of channels of
communication. At the level of the exchange of information, in the discussion of
policies, and in the implementation of United Nations programmes, young people have
provided valuable ideas to the United Nations and support for many efforts of
common interest. In some cases, the United Nations has also given support to the
aims and programmes of youth and international youth organizations.

6. From the beginning of the United Nations, but particularly from the adoption
by the Economic and Social Council of its resolution 1086 J (XXXIX) on youth and
national development in 1965, and by the General Assembly of its Declaration on
the Promotion Among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding
Among Peoples (resolution 2037 (XX)) in the same year, this pattern of
communication has been encouraged and advanced by United Nations bodies and by
youth and international youth organizations.

g Information on some of these efforts, involving the United Nations itself as
well as the specialized agencies, is contained in an annex te the present report.
They include efforts to promote youth participation in policy formulation, to

associate young pe wit g f EithzaUggij@afnxéjns and United Nations
agencies, to encourag LlF] ZE:EI ;ﬂ n Nations activities and

to employ young people in the Secretariats of the United Nations system.

8.  The General Assembly in resolution 2L97 (XXIV), in which it requested the
preparation of the present report, recognized "the important role and contribution
of youth in the promotion of world peace, Justice, social and economic progress
and human rights, and in the realization of the goals embodied in the Charter of
the United Nations", and welcomed the views of youth on those subjects.

9.  Subsequently, the General Assembly, in resolution 2633 (XXV) requested the
Secretary-General and the specialized agencies concerned "to continue to undertake,
on a regional and on a world-wide basis, programmes and projects related to the
problems and needs of youth, especially those of the handicapped, young workers and
rural youth, and their participation in national development, as well as their role
in the promotion and protection of human rights, and to co-operate closely, as
appropriate, with youth organizations".

10. The General Assembly also requested the Secretary-General, in resolution

2633 (XXV), "to consult Governments and the specialized agencies concerned on the
possibility of convening, in the future, world ymuth assemblies in the light of the
experience gained during the organization of the first World Youth Assembly,
especially keeping in mind the need for rules of procedure that ensure fair
treatment and the full participation of all youth representatives, for a truly
universal representation and for the striet observance of freedom of speech, as
well as the financial implications and other relevant aspects, and to submit, when

appropriate, a report to the General Assembly through the Economic and Soecial
Counecil".



A/8TL3
English
Page 5
9 g
{)619)1 . The World Youth Assembly, which was organized with the co-operation of
1 13)international youth organizations in consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council and held in July 1970 under the auspices of the United Nations in
commemoration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Organization, provided
experience and insights into relationships between the United Nations and youth.
) Because measures to establish channels of communication with youth and
u};»(! international youth organizations are closely related to the question of possible
future world youth assemblies, an interim report on the results of the Secretary-
General's consultations on the latter question is included in the section of the
present report dealing with recommendations.

12. In spite of the above-mentioned deelarations and past efforts, there is
inereasing evidence that existing channels of communication with the United Nations
are inadequate and that major changes are needed. Among the principal reservations
expressed by young people and specialists concerned with the subject is that
existing channels are primarily channels, from the United Nations to young
Q&jah people, on issues regarding which ons 1s concerned that youth
L

¢¥ interest be generated, rather than reciprocal channels on broad issues of mutual

£

CONCcern. S i

United Nations must be two-way channels. Such communication should be aimed not
only at increasing youth support for the United Nations, but also at increasing
the sensitivity of the Organization to the problems and issues that youth consider
to be important, at [i > 1ipfluenc 0 hese problems and issues
and on United Natio FhoEire Uf 1ed Nations programming
regarding the needs and aspirations of young peorle. The free interchange of
ideas is a key element in this two-way process.

vt\j_s

"‘{;QUQP 13. It is widely felt that channels of communication between young people and the
(A%
J5

1k, onsidera.t_ions emphasize the importance to the future of the United
Nations of dynamic communication with young people.

15. The quarter of a century since the establishment of the United Nations has

been characterized by revolutionary changes in technology and communications, by

the virtual destruction of colonialism, by increasing envirommental and population
/ pressures and by basic challenges to traditional assumptions regarding economic

growth and the process of development. The fundamental nature of these changes

in the conditions of life, if not their specific effects, has often been perceived
more clearly during these years by youth than by their elders; if young people
have not had the benefit of a sense of perspective in this process, neither have
they been encumbered by such a sense in an age when the experience of the past
seems to help in the solution of fewer and fewer problems.

16. In a world made smaller by communications, over half of tk i3 now
under 25 years of age, and in the developing areas particularly, this percentage
?E‘IIEEI?‘%B’IEE;E%EEjin the years ahead. Unless communications with young people
are improved and their participation in United Nations activities increased, the

United Nations, as a vehicle for the development of the international community,
is in danger of losing the interest and commitment of the future generation.

fsioco
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B. TFactors affecting communieation

17. The experience derived from past and existing methods of communieation, and
the process of consultation and research on the question of establishing improved
channels of communication with youth and international youth organizations, have
yielded several conclusions about which there appears to be general agreement.

18. It is generally agreed that nothing should be proposed or done that would tend
to isolate young pecple from society as a whole. Rather, action should be taken

to encourage and assist youth to consider themselves part of the total society, and
to take a greater role in the analysis and solution of problems that affect all
people. Such action should also seek to gain greater acceptance by those in
authority, both nationally and internationally, of this more active role of young
people. This is fully in accord with United Nations policy, which has emphasized
more effective recognition of the needs and aspirations of youth within the context
of the whole of society.

. 19. Young people throughout the world and within countries are EEE a homogeneous
o+ group. Youth in developing countries often have aspirations and needs that differ
ivu“ﬁ;ﬁ{?fram those of youth in industrialized areas. The circumstances and concerns of
EPW% *fﬂyoung people in colonial areas, in rural areas and in areas of rapid population
6pk" growth are different from those of young people in nations with established
P“L . institutions of self-government, of young people who live in large cities and who
are raised and work where population pressures are slight. Channels of
_—~communication betweer-ybith Hall £HE )Uhited Fatilons)slondd |y aflaptable to the
particular circumstances of young people themselves, taking into account their
differing socio-economic, cultural, political and historical backgrounds and
experiences.

. 20. Young people in many, if not most, parts of the world, are wary of being
‘jco-opted into a system that ises communication and participation but may prove
) ]‘

in practice to be so closely tied to established procedures or special interests

that these processes turnm 6ut to be little more than a means for ratifying the

—

%yﬁkﬂ status quo. There is an uneasiness among many young people over whether —
\ G\M

international political, economic and social institutions, including the United
h Nations, are in fact what they represent themselves te be. Many youth do not
' hesitate to question the utility and the effectiveness of these institutions for
qﬁr R political, social and economic progress. Channels of communication should be
formulated in light of and to some extert to cope with this uneasiness. There will
have to be a willingness within the United Nations to accept the consequences of
| "opening up" the system to young people. One-way channels of communication that
. simply convey reasons why their suggestions cannot be accepted, why participation
would be unworkable, or why decisions have already been taken, will not last very
long and are likely to have negative results in the long run.

21. It is felt by the majority of youth organizations and young people consulted
that, to be effective, channels of communication should provide a basis for :
co-operative action on matters of mutual concern to youth and the United Netions,

\ |

\ m’rml‘e/ ks a D')’\-Ulﬂ/ﬂﬁ‘.& fj,uzni;'mu . /
how cam YW ue/dfr whe are fv!&(} a(u,/l; e <d 2o)re it 7 ’”‘w;:”"y ?
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and not only a means for sharing points of view and information on these matters.
Young people, by and large, are more interested in action and the demonstrable

q results of action than in the processes by which their elders discover and codify
communiti&s of interest.

22. The opinion has often been expressed that, in the process of establishing
more effective channels of communication, youth, youth organizations and the
United Nations should avoid creating new structures for their own gake. Instead,
they should seek to keep open a broad range of opportunities for communication that
will accommodate a variety of issues and common concerns and make more effective
use of existing institutional and consultative arrangements to achieve such
"communication. ' = 8

. Uﬂ&t23. For most of the world's young people, the United Nations is a distant and
\ﬂ;nk detached institution - if indeed they are aware of its existence. It is perhaps
H the nature of this institution, working as it does almost exclusively through and

with Governments, to be less directly related to people as individuals than are
iu'&%l most social institutions. Very few of the world's young people - in some countries
;ﬁi:;ﬂiﬂ the proportion has been estimated at less than 1 per cent - are aware of the

_ specific activities of the United Nations including, for example, its role as the
qﬁdﬂ? vehicle ub ial portion of the multilateral assistance now being made.
] % available to developing countries or its efforts in the field of social and
h economic policy and human rights. Effective channels of communication will have
Gh%#}u{ to be based in part on an increased knowledge on the part of youth of what the

United Nations does Filjeﬁ Cralé éﬁ)&(]ﬁﬂfdig']pg Oanﬁmtﬂ)@ limitations are.

k., A number of international non-govermmental organizations have worked for
decades to serve youth interests, and many championed the cause of youth when it
E#Z::Eﬂﬁ;\was not as attractive a cause as it is today. Their contributions are potentially

A

a Source of great strength to the Work of the Organization, and should not be
understated. However, while the Charter of the United Nations acknowledges, in
Article T1, the value of consultation with such orgsnizations, and has been the
basis of consultative arrangements with many of them in areas of mutual concern,
neither the United Nations nor most of the international youth and youth-serving
orgenizations having consultative arrangements with the United Nations have made
much more than formal use of these arrangements.

25. In addition, many internaticnal non-governmental youth and youth-serving
organizations are limited in their relevance to the broad range of youth. This
may be either because, by choice, these organizaticns are linked to a particular
religious, professional, vocational or ideclogical purpose or because they are
"representative" of only a small percentage of young people. In a sense this is
the natural result of a desire by people to express their specific interests
thréﬁgﬁ specific vehicles or structures. However, the question of establishing
improved channels of communication involves general as well as specific interests.
This question, therefore, must be looked at not only in terms of effective
relationships among youth, international youth organizations and the United Nations,
but also in terms of how young people themselves can effectively express their

! views and interests. The question of channels of communication with youth at

Focee
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the local and national levels, and the question of how well international youth
organizations relate to their actual and potential constituencies at these levels
are, therefore, key guestions.

26. At the urging of their constituencies and because of their fear of becoming
irrelevant, many international non-governmental youth and youth-serving
organizations are decentralizing their decision-making and programming processes,
giving more attention to broad issues of peace, human rights and development,

and seeking to accomrodate young people who are interested in specific issues and
causes. However, these organizations often continue to suffer from lack of
financial, management and programming resources, and from inadequate means of
relating to the United Nations in areas of common concern. Serious questions
also remain among many such organizations concerning their relevance to the many
millions of unattached and unorganized youth and how the interests of these young
people can be represented.

27. At the same time, partly because it is an intergovernmental organization,

the United Nations has not yet developed full and open channels of communication
with non-governmental organizations, ineluding youth organizations, or with

young people as individuals. This perhaps is understandable, but the need to open
such channels remains. Moreover, young people and youth organizations are
challenging the view that the intergovernmental nature of the United Nations

omehow excuses the absence of vigorous two-way communication or reduces the need
?;;_;5E5éC5Eﬁ5IE:Eﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁEZﬂﬁiiEﬂ_ﬂailgng to deal fully and openly with one another.

C. Political and structural considerations in the strengthening of
communication

28. The above-mentioned peints of reference are cited as factors that experience
and consultation have shown should be taken into account when the gquestion of
communication with youth and international youth organizations is examined. Some
of these factors are intangible; they deal with concepts regarding the position
that young people, ideally, should occupy in the international social order, as well
as with the position they actually do ocecupy in light of the realities of their
economic and political situation and of the extent to which their lesser role in
that order is accepted as proper.

29. At this level, the question of establishing open and effective two-way
channels of communication with youth and youth orgenizations is a policy guestion,
involving changes in existing patterns of action within the United Nations. This
will require a political decision by the General Assembly, which should be followed
by the establishment of mechanisms capable of making the views and interests of
youth people actually felt.

30. At the same time, the United Nations is also faced with a set of realities
that, although perhaps not as immediate in conventional terms as those faced by
young people, are nevertheless at least as potent in their impliecations. These are
the realities pointed out in paragraphs 15 and 16 above.

fsss
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31. Others among the factors mentioned above are more tangible; they deal with

the presence or absence of specific opportunities to participate in the planning,
implementation and evaluation of United Nations policies and programmes, and with
the access that young people and the United Nations each have to informaticn
regarding the other. Without the political decision to "open up" the Organization
to young people, such opportunities, where they exist, will continue to be token-
Gpportunities only. At the same time, the political "opening up" in itself,
without specific opportunities for participation, would be purposeless. At this
level, the_ggﬁaxlgn_ﬂf_ggmmgglggE}on becomes essentially s, question of participation.
5} T —
32. Channels »f communication between youth and international youth organizations
and the United Nations, in their present form, are deficient at both of these
levels. The consultative arrangements provided for in Article 71 of the Charter
have not been used vigorously either by the United Nations or by youth
organizations; even if they were so used, they might remain largely formalistiec.
These arrangements have not encouraged extensive or intensive communication with
young people on the social, economic and political issues dealt w1th by the

United Nations.

33. Accordingly, new efforts should be made now to increase opportunities for the
Unlted Nations and g_pgpg%‘ 0 work with each other in practical programmes,
partle arly at the 1ocal national and regional 1évels. Efforts are also needed
to increase the availability and sharing of information on programmes and matters
of mutual concern. Finally, new initiatives are needed to improve communication
regarding basic United Nations policies,

Flocn's
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ITII. RECOMMENDATIONS

34. The following specific lines of action are recommended.

Btrengthening communication with youth and international

youth organizations at local, national and regional
levels

35. The views and interests of young people, as well as their needs, can be most
clearly understood and expressed in the particular social, economic and politcal
context in which they live. Therefore, a basic condition for vigorous and fruitful
communications between youth and the United Nations will be the establishment of
concrete opportunities for consultation and co-operation at the local, national and
%ggiggglq&ggg}gl_fggfg United Nations activities and the lives of young people
converge.

36. Attention should be given first to strengthening such opportunities. The
following four initiatives are recommended:

(a) National programmes. United Nations activities at the local and national
level are directly related to the policies and programmes of Governments.
Therefore, the success of efforts to strengthen communications with young people
at these levels will depend primarily on govermmental sction to increase
opportunities for you part'01p4310n dev=lopment The General Assembly took
note of this when, in—itH WekHellufibi @r) F 1{" to Governments
that "especially during the Secodnd Unlted Na,1ons Development Decade, youth and
youth organizations should be given an appropriate opportunity to participate in
the preparation and implementation of national development plans and in
programmes of international co-operation’. In resolution 2633 (XXV) the General
Assembly also recormended "that youth be fully involved in the efforts to
accelerate the over-all growth of developing countries, bearing in mind the
special social and economic situation of youth in these countries'. Accordingly,
to give practical effect to these recommendations:

(i) | Resident representatives of the United Nations Development Programme
uﬁdﬁg? (UNDP) should be asked to explore with Governments and with national
U "~ | youth organizations means for associating young people with the plenning,
implementation and evaluation of country programmes;

(ii) Consideration should be given, within the context of (i), to the
establishment of a youth advisory group to the resident representative,
including young people who are beneficiaries of United Nations
assistance programmes and representatives of youth organlzatlons to meet
periodically with him and with responsible government officials and to
review and comment on United Nations programmes;

(b) Joint youth projects. The United Nations should consider providing
assistance to programmes by which international non-govermmental youth
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organizations, through their national affiliates and in co-operation with
interested Governments, would plan, implement and evaluate carefully selected
pilot projects to develop new approaches to development problems. Such projects
might be financed under the technical co-operation programme, by the United
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) or from special voluntary contributions. These
projects might deal, for example, with matters such as trade policies,

development education, the detention of political prisoners, the victims of
colonialism and apartheid, national youth policies and programmes, the full
participation of women in development, the promotion of educational opportunities
and educational reform, problems of unemployment and underemployment and the
establishment of better working conditions, the improvement of health and nutrition,
the development of welfare facilities, the struggle against racial discrimination,
the fight against crime, delinguency and drug abuse, population questions, the
environment, the achievement of greater rights and responsibilities for youth

in society, the promotion of wise leisure-time policies and programmes,
rehabilitation and relief, and the problems of refugees;

(¢) Regional programmes. The regional éﬁonomié)commissiens and the United
Nations Economic and Social Office in Beirut iﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁi should be further utilized

ag key links in the process of communication between the United Nations and
young people. an e by some of the regional bodies for the appointment of
full-time youth officers have not materialized at the time of writing; it is now

important to implement these plans:

(i) These youth [cEfice: RO mt@leqolﬁmﬂt ﬁvernments, at
their request ! e ; 2k ceMn' t pument of national

youth policies and programmes;

(ii) They should meet and consult regularly with youth and youth orgenizations
at the local and national levels, assist in strengthening the programmes
of these organizations and help to relate them to national development
planning and action;

(iii) With such activity as a base, these youth officers could give attention
to strengthening the relationship of national youth organizations to
the United Nations as well as to the co-ordination of the regional youth
activities of the United Nations;

(iv) These youth officers could also report regularly to the United Nations,
through the regional commissions and UNESOB, on the views and interests
of young people in the regions;

(v) They could be responsible for the establishment and servicing of
representative youth advisory groups, to consult with the regional bodies
and advise them on regional programming;

(d) United Nations Volunteers. It is important that the United Nations
Volunteers continue to be developed to provide opportunities for youth participation
in United Nations activities at the field level. In this context, particular

NV et
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attention needs to be given to the participation of volunteers in projects in their
own countries and of volunteers from developing countries in the programme.

B.) Increasing the availability of information on the United
Nations and on the activities and interests of young

people

37. An essential aspect of the process of communication between young people and
the United Nations is _the availability to each side of useful information on the
concerns and activities of the othgr. Although in principle a major proportion
of the information provided by the United Nations on questions of interest to
youth is available to them, in fact the quantity, frequency and complexity of
such information is so great that it is wvery difficult for all but a few to make
full use of it. Such information will remain, however, an indispensable tool in
communications. At the same time, very little provision is made by the United
Nations for the receipt and consideration of detailed information on the
activities and concerns of young people and youth orgaenizations. The following
initiatives are recommended to increase the availability of such information:

(a) Development education programmes. Increased attention should be given
by the United Nations, through the Centre for Economic and Social Information and
other bodies, to long-term development education programmes, centred around key
1ssues of international development policy and programming. Such programmes should
involve youth in developimpasywelhinaf in|imlusirializedicountries;

(b) Public information programmes. The United Nations public information
programmes should be reviewed to determine how the mass media and the United
Nations information centres might better be used to inform youth and international
youth organizations with affiliates at the local and regional levels of United
lations policies and programmes, and to make information on the United Nations
available to young people in forms that will appeal to them. The possibility of
associating young volunteers in such efforts should be explored. Efforts should
be made to hire young staff members in these programmes to develop publications
and materials on United Nations policies and programmes that relate to the
interests of youth and youth organizations, particularly at the local and
national levels;

(c) Information-sharing on matters of specific interest to the United Nations

and youth. The United Nations should intensify its efforts to gather and
disseminate to the persons and organizations concerned information on specific
United Nations issues in which youth are interested and information regarding the
concerns of youth and the programmes of youth organizations related to United
Nations activities. Such information might consist of periodic annotated
bibliographies of certain items in current documentation, reviews of action taken
by United Nations policy-making and programming bodies, time-tables for the
consideration of issues by United Nations agencies and organs, travel schedules
of technical assistance advisers, project summaries, summaries of meetings and
conferences held by youth organizations on matters being considered by the

K
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United Nations, new publications, schedules of forthcoming activities of youth
organizations and the like. The Centre for Economic and Social Information of
the United Nations Office of Public Information might wish to play a role in

this respect. As a necessary part of this process, United Nations personnel
concerned with youth policies and programmes should be available regularly to
attend meetings, assemblies, conferences and seminars organized by youth
organizations in order to help to keep the United Nations fully in touch with the
policies and programmes of young people and these organizations.

C. Increasing access on the part of youth and international youth
organizations to the formulation of United Wations policies

38. Strengthened co-operation at local, national and regional levels and improved
access on both sides to information will help to stimulate a reciprocal process

of communication between the United Nations and young people on a wide range of
issues as well as on specific programmes and projects. This is fully consistent
with the statements of the policy-making bodies of the United NWations, which have
acknowledged the importance of encouraging interest on the part of youth in the
fundamental issues of peace and development with which the Organization deals. At
the same time, while the consultative arrangements provided for in Article 71 of
the Charter form a basis for communication with youth and international
organizations, it is necessary now to improve their effectiveness.

39. Several precedenis \exniet Ghatlmay\wdefialyl ve developed' for this purpose,
including the informal periodic consultations that have taken place at
Headquarters and Geneva between officers of the secretariats of the United Nations
and the specialized agencies and representatives of international youth
organizations. There is also a need for innovation in providing young people
greater access to the policy-meking processes of the Organization and for the
development of personnel policies to encourage the appointment of young staff members.
Accordingly, the following initietives are recommended:
2 _,,.-""_____‘_“‘-.._

(2) Ad hoc advisory group on youth. It is suggested that a(12 tgﬂég;gggpgi
ad hoc advisory group (on)youth be convened to advise the Secretary— on
activities that should be undertaken by the United Nations to meet the needs and
aspirations ofﬁiﬁﬁfﬁj‘aﬁﬁ_fﬁ'ﬁdnféi“to the United Nations the views and interests
of youth and international youth organizations on issues of concern to the United
Nations. The members of the group would be appointed by the Secretary-General and
would serve in their jindividual capacity. They would include persons with
extensive experience in government youth programmes and persons sctive in the
programmes of international non-governmental youth organizations. The conclusions
and Tecomfendations of the group would be transmitted by the Secretary-General, with
his comments, to the Economic and Soecial Council:

(b) Youth consultations at Geneva; United Netions Headquarters youth caucus.
The two series of meetings of international non-governmental youth organization
representatives that have been held informally in New York and Geneva should be
continued on a periodic basis. These mestings should continue to provide

fiosis
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opportunities for working-level contact between international youth organizations
and officers of the United Nations Secretariat concerning the implementation of
United Nations policies and programmes and the related programmes of the youth
organizations. The organizations participating in these meetings should be asked
individually or as a group, to submit a report to the ad hoc advisory group on
youth, containing comments and recommendationg for the group's consideration;

(e) World youth assemblies. As of 15 June 1972, replies had been
received from States Members of the United Nations to the Secretary-General's
note verbale of 31 August 1971 on the 2__51b111ty of convenlng, in the future,
ﬁE?TH"?Eﬁth assemblies. Four specialized agencies have also replied to a request
for their views. It will be necessary to receive a greater number of replies

W ? question;
o r

\L‘

(d) Personnel policies. The guidelines for the recruitment of young staff
members to the United Nations Secretariat contained in General Assembly resolution
2736 (XXV) should be fully implemented, with a view to encouraging people under
the age of 30 to enter and remain in the service of the United Nations.

' General principles for implementing the above recommendations

40. Three-year testing period. It is suggested that the specific lines of
action recommended & ? én Edgﬁ m At the end of
this period the Secr ma@ nﬁﬂ d F Qoposed ad hoc
advisory group on youbth and youth organizations, should evaluate the progress made
in the development of channels of communication with youth and international

youth organizations and submit & report to the General Assembly with recommendations
for future action.

k1. Servicing and financing. It is suggested that servicing for the
implementation of these recommendationg during the three-year testing periocd be
provided by the United Nations Secretariat and financed from available resources
within the regular United Nations budget. The possibility of securing extra-
budgetary funds should also be explored, to ensure the level of finance needed to
test the recommendations successfully. In this connexion, financial and other
contributions from youth and youth organizations should be encouraged.

(::jj)Co-ordination of youth programmes within the United
Nations system of organizations

42, Although the present report and recommendations deal directly with channels
of communication between the United Nations and youth and international youth
organizations, the prospects for successful further action will be reduced if
continuing attention is not given to improving the co-ordination of youth
policies and programming within the United Nations system of organizations as a
whole. Youth and international youth organizations often comment that in order to
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ccrmunicate with the United Nations system of organizations they must deal with a
number of bodies and individuals. Existing machinery for co-ordination, including
the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and its subsidiary bodies, should be
fully utilized to strengthen further the co-ordination of youth policies and
programmes and to advance the exchange of information within the system. In
addition, the recommendations made above with regard to the United Nations should
be reviewed by the appropriate bodies to determine how they might be relevant

to other parts of the system.

Fundacao Cuidar o Futuro
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IV. CONCLUSION

43. The proposals made in the present report should be considered a beginning of
a longer process of continuously improving channels of communication with young
people. The three-year testing period would provide sufficient time to report back
to the General Assembly, as suggested above, on experience gained in the
implementation of whatever decisions are taken at the present session and to make
further proposals in the light of that experience.

Li. Change is so rapid at the national and international levels that ro system of
communication with young people will be adequate unless it is dynamic, and unless
it is capable of keeping ahead of and not simply abreast of new ideas and new
developments. The channels of communication suggested in this report are intended
to help in the accomplishment of this aim.

Fundacao Cuidar o Futuro
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ANNEX

Present arrangements within the United Nations system
of organizations for communicating with youth a/

1. S8ince their establishment the United Nations and the specialized agencies
have developed a number of means by which they communicate with yvouth on matters
of common concern. The following are cited as examples of the means that have
been used for this purpose.

A. Youth participation in policy formulation

1. Consultative process and other methods of consultation

2. The principal channel now in existence for international , non-governmental
youth organizations to influence policy-making in the United Nations is the
consultative process set forth in Article 71 of the Charter of the United Nations:

"The Economic and Social Council may make suitable arrangements for
consultation with non-governmental organizations which are concerned with
matters within [Us comretensge. Guch;exirangerments mav,be-made with
international organizatichsCind shetedporopriatel! Witti’national organizations
after consultation with the Memher of the United Nations concerned."

Fs At present there are approximately 400 international non-governmental
organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council.
Although definitions differ as_ to what constitutes youth and youth-serving
organizations, approxlmately of these may be placed in that category.

L, Among United Nations matters that have been of concern to youth and youth
organizations are international technical co-operation for development, politicsal
questions, such as the detention of political prisoners, policies underlying trade
and development problems, the formulation, implementation and evaluation of national
youth policies and programmes, the promotion of educational opportunities and
educational reform, problems of unemployment and underemployment and the
establishment of better working conditions, the improvement of health and nutrition,
the development of welfare facilities, the fight against crime, deliquency and drug

a/ The purpose of this annex is to describe some channels of communication
with young people that are at present employed by organlzatlons of the United
Nations system. The term "United Nations" as used in this annex may refer to ocne
or more organizations of the United Nations system, depending on the context in
which the terms are used. However, such usage is not intended to imply that a
unitary system of communications with youth and international youth orgenizations
exists within the system. Such communications are the responsibility of each
United Nations body, as determined by the relevant governing authorities.
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abuse, population questions, the environment, the achievement of greater rights
and responsibilities for youth in society, the promotion of wise leisure-time
policies and programmes, rehabilitation and relief and the problems of refugees.

B Consultative functions have also been established by the governing bodies of
the specialized agencies of the United Nations. For example, observers from
international youth organizations at the General Conference of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) are entitled to make
statements on matters within their respective competence in the commissions,
committees and subsidiary bodies of the General Conference with the consent of the
presiding officer. They may address plenary meetings of the Conference on matters
within their competence, subject to the approval of the General Committee.

6. There are also structures within the United Nations system of organizations to
facilitate the consultative process. At United Nations Headquarters and at the
Internationsl Labour Office (ILO), the World Health Organization (WHQ), the

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), UNESCO, UNDP and
UNICEF, there are offices concerned with relations with non-governmental
organizations, ineluding youth organizations.

i The ILO has two forms of consultative status, general and regional, which are
broadly ccnfined to international central organizations of employers and workers,
and g special list of pon-governmental organizations which have a recognized
interest in some partiﬁ H@gmétﬂ aFf?)Fm.lé!L latter include
about a dozen youth organizations. lMembership of the speci 1st entitles them
to receive certain publications and information and to attend the International
Labour Conference as 'registered observers', and in this eapacity to ecirculate
documents for the information of Conference committees. They may also apply for
formal invitations to attend the Conference which, if granted, permit them to
address the Conference (with the permission of its officers) or to make statements
to Conference committees (again with the permission of their officers).
Organizations on the special list have no privileges with regard to the Governing
Body, but may be invited at its request to other IL0O meetings. In addition,
representatives of non-governmental youth orgenizations sometimes participate as
experts in ILO meetings on special subjects or serve on expert consultative panels,
particularly the tripartite Panel of Consultants on the Problems of Young Workers,
The structure of the Inteynational Labour Office includes a special branch
co-ordinating and administering the relations between the ILO and non-governmental
organizations generally, in addition to the regular flow of consultations between
these organizations and particular technical branches of the Office (for example,
in connexion with youth employment promotion or social education for young workers ).

8. At the national level, some UNESCO national commissions have youth
organizations as members or have sub-committees on youth. Many of the commissions
call upon youth to serve on expert committees or to present information for
questionnaires. In addition, there are now some 50 youth sub-committees of national
committees for the Action for Development/Freedom from Hunger Campaign, and UNICEF
national committees in a number of countries actively support and publicize UNICEF
programmes .
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9. A recent elsboration of the process of consultation among youth, youth
organizations and the United Nations has been the convening of informal meetings
in New York and Geneva between a group of international non-govermmental youth
organizations and United Nations officials.

10. The Geneva meetings started in 1968 and are attended by representatives of
international youth organizations with headquarters in Burope. Thirteen of the
organizations attending these initial meetings were invited at the end of 1969 to
constitute the Planning Committee for the 1970 World Youth Assembly. This
Planning Committee ceased to exist when the Assembly convened. The informal
meetings take place at intervals of one to three months; they provide opportunities
for the exchange of information on matters of mutual concern to the United Nations
end participating organizations, and to some extent for the exchange of views and
the analysis of youth policies and programmes of the United Nations system of
organizations and the youth organizations participating. Some youth orgenizations
with headquarters at a distance from Geneva, however, have found it difficult and
expensive to participate in the meetings regularly.

1l. At United Nations Headquarters, a group of representatives and observers
designated by & number of internationsl non-governmental youth organizations have
met with officials of the Secretariat at interwals of one to two months since 1969
to exchange informetion on matters of mutual concern. The New York meetings have
complemented those held at Geneva by permitting the discussion of United Nations
policies and programmes as they axe evplving ,through _the policy-making organs
based at Headquartersﬁhdﬁ a{ ﬁaeéubdaﬁdéa{:hlgﬁ (3s a channel of
communication between the headqdarters of the international non-governmental youth
organizations and United Nations Headquarters. O8ince all the participants in the
United Nations Headaguarters Youth Caucus (as the New York meetings are called)

are resident near United Nations Headquarters, it has been possible to call
meetings, when necessary, at short notice and at minimal cost.

12, Tt is generally agreed that the informal meetings at Geneva and United Nations
Headquarters represent a positive elaboration of the consultative process in which
international non-governmental youth organizations have been involved, which has
tended in the past to be limited to the submission of written statements and oral
interventions at United Nations meetings. However, among the shortcomings of these
informal meetings that are mentioned is the faect that they place too much emphasis
on the role of established youth organizations, to the exelusion of ad hoe youth
groups or groups concerned with specific issues, specialists on youth and
individual young people, particularly from the developing areas. It is also said
that the meetings often do not take place sufficiently in advance of final
decision-making by the United Nations, to permit an effective contribution from
the participating organizations; that the meetings tend to be too formal to
encourage completely frank and realistic assessment of the possibilities for mutual
consultation; that they are not sufficiently action-oriented; that insufficient
documentation is available early enough to be useful and that no mechanism exists
for effectively channelling the views developed at the meetings into the United
Nations decision-making process.
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13. The New York and CGeneva meetings have provided opportunities for the discussion
of several issues, including the 1972 United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment, the establishment of an international university, youth participation
in the Second United Nations Development Decade and the advancement of human rights.

14. Meetings of the Commission on Human Rights have provided opportunities for
young people to express their opinions on gquestions of human rights and United
Nations programmes in the human rights field. TIn 1970 the United Nations Division
of Human Rights organized, at the invitation of the Government of Yugoslavia, a
Seminar on the Role of Youth in the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights that
included as observers representatives of 20 international youth and youth-serving
organizations. Further seminars on this subject are being planned.

& Youth in government delegations

15. Some United Nations bodies have foreseen the importance of including youth in
government delegations to policy-making meetings, particularly those discussing
youth questions. The UNESCO General Conference was the first to vote to encourage
youth participation in its future sessions. Subsequently the United Nations
Commission for Social Development adopted a similar resolution, and more recently
the General Assembly adopted & resolution recommending that Governments include
youthful representatives in their delegations to the twenty-fifth session of the
General Assembly.

16. A few delegations have ¢hos#n young delégates from youth organizations, for
example from among young civil servants whose responsibilities include work with
youth, or from among young people who are studying or working in the city in which
the United Nations meeting is taking place. However, such practices are followed
relatively seldom.

3. Advisory bodies

17. Some of the specialized agencies of the United Nations have set up advisory
groups to make it possible for youth experts, selected persons from international
youth organizations or young people chosen at large, to influence the development
of the agency's programmes, including youth programmes. For example, the Director-
General of FAO has convened an Advisory Group on FAO Youth Programmes. The United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization has had, on occasion, an
International Advisory Committee on the Development of Out-of-School Education,

and has called young people together or has polled them in other ways on matters
such as the nature and organization of the proposed 1973 UNESCO International
Youth Conference. The International Labour Organisation has a panel of consultants
on the problems of young workers that acts as a two-way channel of advice and
assistance and includes members from youth organizations. A number of specialists
from trade union organizations also deal with young workers, and serve in such
informal consultations as those on social education for young workers.
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18. 1In practice, these advisory groups have provided channels of communication
with international youth organizations, and occasionally with ad hoc groups of
youth or with unorganized youth, with regard to some sectoral concerns of the
United Nations system of organizaticns. They have also transcended purely
technical issues and have enabled youth to deal with issues of policy as well.
However, in the past such advisory bodies have sometimes been short-lived because
they have been thought to be unrepresentative or because it has been difficult to
institutionalize acceptable means for action on the advice given.

k. World Youth Assembly

19. From 9 to 18 July 1970, a World Youth Assembly was convened under United
Nations auspices at United Nations Headquarters as part of the observance of the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Organization. Approximately 650 participants
attended, and deliberated in four commissions (on world peace, development,
education and man and environment) on issues of common concern to youth and to the
United Nations. The World Youth Assembly adopted a message to the Ceneral Assembly
at its twenty-fifth session (see General Assembly resolution 2633 (XXV)).

20. | In itself, the World Youth Assembly was a major innovation in the development
of channels of communication between the United Nations and the youth of the

world. In addition, the planning process, which was undertaken by 13 international
non-governmental youth erganizations, represented a new- approach both to
co-operation among thes® lorganizatdins ‘and Ho ke gubstibnl bl how international
youth organizations might relate effectively to the United Nations.

2l. Criticisms of the World Youth Assembly as a channel of communication between
the United Nations and youth have centred primarily around the fact that while

the Planning Committee was able to agree on questions such as the number of youth
who should be invited and how this number should be allocated among States,
non-governmental organizations and movements, it did not agree on rules of
procedure that would permit full participation of all the youth participants and a
free interchange of ideas. This called into question somewhat the validity of

the Assembly as a vehicle for communicating the views of youth on metters of mutual
concern to youth and the United Nations.

22. The Assembly was also criticized because approximately 35 per cent of its
participants were above the age of 25, the age limit set by the Planning Committee.

23. The replies received by 15 June 1972 to the Secretary-General's note verbale
on the possibility of convening, in the future, world youth assemblies, transmitted
in accordance with General Assembly resolution 2633 (XXV) (see paragraph 39 (c)

of the body of this report), were not yet sufficient in number to warrant a summary.
This can be prepared when a greater number of veplies has been received.
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B Attendance at meetings

24, Several of the specialized apencies have provided for youth participation in
United Nations meetings dealing with broader questions than those clearly definable
as "youth questions". For example, in the field of social and economic development ,
international youth organizations, among others, were invited to submit the names
of young people who might attend the Second World Food Congress held at the Hague
in June 1970. Three hundred of the 1,500 participants were young people, and

about half of these met prior to the Congress to map out a "youth strategy" for
action at the Congress. Young people comprised a majority of the 2L participants
in the Symposium on Participation of Youth in the Second United Nations

Development Decade held in 1971, but the meeting dealt with many issues of socisal,
political and economic development. Non-governmental organizations are regularly
invited by WHO to send representatives to expert committees, scientific groups

and study groups.

25. Youth and youth-serving organizations have sent observers to such meetings

as the United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders (Tokyo, 1970) and youth participation at the United Nations Conference on
the Human Environment (Stockholm, 1972) was the subject of discussion and
preparation by the United Nations and youth organizations.

26. International non-governmental youth and youth-serving organizations are
invited to attend and participate with Governments in regional meetings sponsored
by the United Natiors-| ||[Fir Zamide .| id N7 Hndl L972| hbétires on youth and
development were organized by ZCAFE, ECA, UNESOB and the United Nations Office at
Geneva; in varying degrees, these meetings included participation by such
organizations in the discussions and preparation of final reports.

6. Special arrangements for consultation

27. Apart from the consultative arrangements with the Economic and Social Council,
certain committees of the Ceneral Assembly have made their own arrangements for
consultation with youth and other non-governmental organizations. Representatives
of certain youth organizations, not all of them in consultative status, have
testified, for example, before the Special Committee on Apartheid, while the
Special Committee on the Situation with Regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples has
had direct contact with youth and other non-governmental organizations. Youth
organizations have been regularly invited to attend meetings with the Co-ordinator
of the United Nations Volunteers programme, to be kept informed of the developments
and the progress made in the implementation of this programme.
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B. Associating youngz people with the programmes of the
United Naticns system of oreanizstions

1. Approaches of the specialized agencies

28. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is
permitted by 1ts constitution to "make suitable arrangements for co-operation with
non-governmental international organizations concerned with matters wichin its
competence, and may invite them to undertake specific tesks". 1In the early days
of UNESCG, the entire youth programme was carried cut through non-governmental
orgenizations, with periodic meetings of representatives of international youth
organizations with the UNESCO secretariat to decide on programme emphasis. Later,
Governments and youth organizations worked side-by-side at conferences on the
promotion of out-of-school education and on a world strategy for developing rural
youth work.

29. Youth orgsaizations may receive financial aid to promote co-ordination in a
particular field or to carry out particular programmes. For example, the
Co-ordinating Committee for International Voluntary Service works under contract
to UNESCO to operate an information service on opportunities for short-term and
long-term voluntary service, and is co-operating with the United Nations in the
implementation of the United Nations Volunteers programme. The Co-ordination

Committee for the Preaﬂm m m vf Out-of-School
Science Activities als t; : ljﬂ oﬁﬁL aﬁrﬁgj e activities.
Youth organizations affiliated with the International Theatre Institute and the
International Music Council receive assistance from UNESCO. In addition, more
than 1,300 UNESCO clubs in some 35 countries provide opportunities for students end
young people to gain a better understanding of UNESCO activities and to lend their
support to them.

30. Since 1954, a system of associated youth enterprises has been in operation
with UNESCO, through which over 250 experimental programmes in the field of
education for social and international responsibility have been organized by
youth orgenizations. Examples include the creation of filmstrips and other
audio-visual aids for education in villages, and the preparation of a monograph
on cultural festivals.

31. Travel grants are available from UNESCO for leaders of nastional and
international youth organizations, for study programmes in fields such as literacy,
group work and work camp organizations.

32, Youth organizations have often co-operated in inquiries initiated by the United
Nations system of organizations. For example, they have contributed to United
Nations studies on the training of professional and voluntary youth leaders by
international organizations, on a study entitled New Trends in Service by Youth, b/
and on a study of national youth service programmes, with particular reference to

b/ United Nations publication, Sales No. T1.IV.1.
/‘ L



A/BTU3
English
Annex
Page 8

youth volunteer service. The World Health Organization makes certain financial
grants and meets certain expenditures in connexion with specific studies or
inquiries made on its behalf. ™ co-operation with UNESCO the World Assembly of
Youth and the World Federation of Democratic Youth undertook, in 1970, a study of
the rights and responsibilities of young people.

33. The International Student Movement for the United Nations and the World
University Service have prepared a Guide to Student Action for Development, and the
Co-ordinating Committee for International Voluntary Service has made studies of the
impact of international volunteers on development, both at the request of FAO.
Students and representatives of youth organizations have been included in workshops
set up in different countries to gather information for the report on the needs

and aspirations of youth that is to be completed in 1972.

34, The Centre for Economic and, Social Information of the United Nations Office
of Public Information has encouraged the active interest and participation of
youth, particularly in the industrialized countries, in the implementation of the
strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade, and has assisted in
the development of study and travel programmes for youth leaders for this purpose.
The Action for Development/Freedom from Hunger Campaign of FAO has undertaken
programmes through affiliates in developing and industrialized countries, to
encourage youth participation in development programmes at the local level.

2. Missions of the Iirterney

_ d 8 uid Progr:--._mmes and
other United Nations youth officers

35. In the course of their missions to advise Governments on national youth
policies and programmes, the United Nations Interregional Adviser on Youth Policies
and Programmes and other United Nations youth officers regularly meet with
representatives of youth organizetions. In several instances, these meetings and
the work of United Nations personnel stationed in the countries concerned have
brought local representatives of non-governmental youth organizations into the
process of planning United Nations programmes as well as into training programmes
and special projects.

3. Field programmes

36. Ar increasing number of projects dealing with youth needs and aspirations are
being established as a result of co-operation between the United Nations system of
organizations and non-governmental international youth organizations. Efforts are
now being made, for example, to link youth organizations with the UNESCO
Experimental Programme for the Development of Out-of-School Education in Chile.

In addition, several international youth organizations are exploring with United
Nations bodies the possibilities for co-operation at the field level in programmes
involving population policy and drug abuse.

37. Projects under the ILO Workers' Education Programme are carried out through
close colleboration between the ILO and workers' organizations. In some of these,
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youth sections of trade union organizations play an active part; in others, many
participants in seminars and courses are young workers.

38. Young people have demonstrated an active interest in being associated in the
field programmes assisted by the United Nations. About 100 associate experts and
over 600 young volunteers have served in United Nations-related development
projects in agricultural education, health and public works.

39. A major new development is the creation, on 1 January 1971, of a programme of
United Nations Volunteers, which will provide opportunities for youth from
developing and industrialized countries to participate in field projects assisted
by the United Nations. As of 1 May 1972 the programme had sent 53 volunteers to
participate in field projects assisted by the United Nations in seven countries.

4. Pund-raising campaigns

0. Each year through UNICEF national committees tens of thousands of young
people are associated with drives to raise funds for UNICEF. Tt is extimated that
approximately 25 per cent of the UNICEF budget comes from voluntary organizations
and from the efforts of volunteers, many of whom are young people.

41. The Action for Develovment/Freedom from Hunger Campaign of FAO depends in
part on the efforts of youth orgenizations for its programmes. About 75 Young
Farmers Clubs and nﬂ}m t@ﬁp e u*@f@s have been aided
by "Miles for Millions" walks cultural and educational programmes organized
by youth groups.

42. The World Health Organization has a Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion which
accepts special contributions, such as that of the Students' War against Yaws
resulting from a campaign by high-school students in Canada.

43. A number of international youth organizations have helped to raise funds for
country-level youth programmes through the UNESCO Gift Coupon Scheme.

C. Learning and teaching about the United Nations

LL., United Nations information centres in countries throughout the world are a
source of information on United Nations programmes for youth, but they have not
especially emphasized communication with youth and youth organizations.

45. United Nations associations established at the local level and the activities
of the World Federation of United Nations Associations have provided some means for
less formal, person-to-institution relationships.

U6. A number of youth organizations are sponsoring seminars and study groups to
discuss topics related to the work of the United Nations and are promoting thinking
about such topies through their orgenizational press. For example, Human Rights
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Year (1968) was the occasion for the discussion of human rights by many youth
organizetions during that year, and a number of them have also undertaken
activities in support of International Education Year (1970) and the International
Year to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination (1971). The International Student
Movement for the United Nations (ISMUN), affiliated to the World Federation of
United Nations Associations, carries on an extensive programme at national and
international levels to inform students about the aims and activities of the United
Nations and to mobilize student opinion and action on international issues,
ineluding voluntary service, human rights, development and educational reform.

47, To facilitate the interest of the youth press in publicizing United Nations
activities, the United Nations system of organizations offer press services for
youth editors, including news features, photographs and background information.
For example, UNESCO Features regularly includes a section on youth, and the Centre
for Economic and Social Information of the United Nations Office of Public
Information periodically issues communiqués on youth guestions being examined by
the United Nations.

48. Since April 1969, the United Nations interagency liaison officer based at the
United Nations Office at Geneva, has issued periodically an informal Youth
Information Bulletin compiled from information supplied by agencies of the United
Nations system of organizations and international non-governmental youth
organizations. The Bullet1n which contains summaries of current United Nations
activities in the y« s k. mm @qu zatlons, is
distributed to Secretar E grammes, to
international youth organizations and to United Nations information centres.
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49. The United Nations regularly invites some 50 to 75 graduate students to spend
six weeks or more as interns at Headquarters or to take part in a two-three week
graduate study programme at the United Nations Office at Geneva. These young
people take an active role in planning their own programmes of briefings and
discussions about the United Nations. Fach is assigned to a professional officer
and helps to carry out particular assignments. Since 1969, UNESCO has organized a
summer intern programme for university students. Some 15 paid stagiaires g0 to
UNESCO for the months of July and August to work in different programme units of
the secretariat. It is hoped that a winter programme in 1972/1973 will start for
students from the southern hemisphere.

50. At United Nations Headquarters, representatives of international and national
youth organizations, slong with other non-governmental organizations, are able to
obtain information about all aspects of United Nations activities through services
provided by the Office of Public Information, including access to press releases,
documents and public information material produced for global consumption; tickets
to official meetings; and weekly briefings by senior officials. The weekly
briefings frequently deal with questions of special conceran to youth and youth
organizations. There is also an annual conference and occasional regional
conferences at which non-governmental organizations discuss ways in which they can
further develop public understanding and support for specific United Nations
activities.
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D. Young people at work in the United Nations

51, Efforts are being made to bring more young people into the United Nations
Secretariat, but it is felt by some that a major obstacle to encoursaging competent
young professionals is the lack of a sound system of hiring and promotion. The
report on personnel problems in the United Nations (Professional category and
above) by Maurice Bertrand of the Joint Inspection Unit points out, for example,
that 95.4 per cent of the United Nations professional staff is over 30 years of
age (A/84SL (Part II), annex II.5).

52. The ILO has a long-established policy of recruiting its permanent staff
members from among persons under age 35, and UNESCO has developed means for young
professional staff to implement youth programmes and programmes of interest to
youth. The UNESCO staff has convened informal meetings of younger professional
staff to consider common interests and evaluate current programmes. The United
Nations is also organizing such meetings.

53. In 1969, A Study of the Capacity of the United Nations Development System
(DP/5) recommended increased employment of youth in the field programmes of the
United Nations system of organizations.

54, At its twenty-fifth session, the General Assembly adopted resolution 2736 (XXV)
which stated in part,

"In the interefT \di llowg-teln reciniiipant lanfiiny bolidies, special efforts
should be made to recruit qualified young men and women for service with the
United Nations through the development of more objective selection methods
such as, wherever appropriate, open competitive examinations, special
allowance being made for candidates whose mother tongue is not one of the
working languages of the Secretariat."”

The implementation of this resolution will advance the participation of young

people in the work of the United Nations and increase the interest of young people
from developing areas in employment with the Organization.
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