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| Portugal hovers between Left and hﬂf{ig‘ht |

o From Jill Jolliffe The Constitution is due to be November 1875 nof, as they larly sound, as the Portuguese Right and Left by suppariing
Iin Lishon . foviserl next year, and the said, to A ht the Comimunists, economy {5 so weak that stronger African ties at the
“portugal's politicians  hope. Rightists will campaign on a but to replace one military fac- sudden exposure to EEC coni- same time as they advocale
. November elections will platform of erasing 4l re- tion with another," he says. etition could increase its pro- FLC entry; while on the righi,
end instability by giving a firm fernces to Socialism, They also  “Some groups would like to blems, ; the Soeial Democryts —and
indication of the popuiar wiil. support the return of some see D Mario  Soarcs and _ Sgainst this pro-Europesn Cenfre ~— Democrals sippoit
Bul It ix equally possible that collectivised land lo its former myself put aside as  parly trend, there is & deep anil- gucrrilla opponents of Frelino
they will not do so: the parlia- OWTIETS, leaders, in order to make Western current in Porluguess and MPLA. EEC entry, and
mentary deadlock results from  Dr Francisco Sa Carneiro is things eusier for certain presi- thinkine, which has its origin deeper involvement with ihe
having four major pariies lacke president of the Social Democ dential forces. That is why as much in Salszarist peutral- Wesiern military alliance.
fne & parliamentary majorily.  rats, Portugal's cocund largest these elections are erucial. 1 ity as the revelution. This has _ For these people, President
I %)esﬂite 2 marked drift to party, which could emcrge (hink the future of the country made President Eanes's {nitia- Fanes's choice of Maris de

the Right, post-revolutionary from the clections with an in- hangs on them " tives to improve relations the Lurdes Pintassilzo as Primea
Poriugal still hovers beiween creased vote. He is an unti- In the turbulent days of former African colonies popu- Minister is another exumple of
Socialism a2nd capitalism. Communist, with a2 large lhe revolution the far Left Jar, even among Lefiists who the dominance of the Lefl- |

The parties of the Right popular following. especislly in arsucd—azainst the Socialists otharwise distrust him, leaning Alricanists.

believa  that Portugal is Lhe conservative narth. His de- and Soclal Democrats—that = For the conservative parties,  Agrarian reform has been a
dominaled by a revolutionary tractors say he is autharilarian Portugzl should regard itself whose supporiers include factor i the full of four Gov-
casle spanning sectors of the and chianges political positions as part of the Third World, former colonial officizls and ernments since 1476, Land col-
military, the Communist Party, oo readily. and identify with Africa rather husinessmen, his dealings with lectivised during the revolution |
and the Socialists, The Soeisl  Sa Carneira distrusts Presi- than Burope. Mozambique's Frelimo  and is being rteturned under a -
Democrats and Centre Democ- dent Eanes, and the forges who The Socialists—who  stand Angola’s MPLA Government Socialist-sponsorad layw passed |
rits want 10 end the countrs's suppori  limg gand ~bilicres or.a grpamiined. Jenlightened pmount,lo treason. in 1977. The prasents have the
lingering commitment to Socia- there is 3] moverien #fooll to~dipBallsm kaihel Jthay Sieil- |Thel Wfkidd W Turope dehate saoport of _all parlies 1o {he
lismi. They point to the 1976 discredit parligmentary parties hsm—have Saiware sriaed \ar Gymasiises Bortugal’s political l=ft of the “Socialists. who are
natlonalisation of kev indus- in favour of a strengthening of Portugal's  integration into division. The far Left and the determined that not nna acre
tries and southern farmlands presidential power, Westernt Europe. In particular, Communist Party oppose EEC shall be  returned to  fan-
as irreversible and commits ~ “ The President belongs to a they are strong sdvocates of eniry and support the Presi downers, Those to tha richt of
Portugal to a socialised econ- military group. the Group of EEC entry, although their dent’s African diF!umacy; the them insist that the 18977 law
omy. Nine, which took power in economic logic Is not particu- Socialists typically  straddle must be applied to the letter. |




