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¢ | Accused "
~ colonel’s
challenge
S to Kanes

From Jill Jolliffe
.............. in Lisbon

A PORTUGUESE colonel

charged with attempting a

Left-wing coup in November

1975 has returncd from exile

In Mozambique in a chal

lenge tn the _authorily of

President Eanes. Under a law

twice approved by Parlia- Pe)
ment, Colonel Varela Gomes v
should  be  absolved  of

charges against him for his .

gart in the 1975 coup plot.

ut the amnesty law which

~ = | lg strongly oppesed by senior
a0 Cuidao=Liiico

un ag ted lesi L)
despite  his  coastitutional

obligation to do s,

Colonel Gomes arrived in
o Lishen ont Baturday NIBHE JH feccsmsamimmmimiimeisiimsss it
defiance of an order for his
arrest and was  allowed to
pass freely through the air-
ri. Journallsts were barred
rom speaking to him, hut
before leaving Mozambigue
be 851 B i oo
] 'Y AL id | o
SEF#?':N tallizre to promulzite
the law * demonstrates that

- the military  have more
power In  Portugal than
Parligment.”

» The new law gives an
amnesty from legal charges
to oflicers amd ecivillans in-
volved in eoup attempls since
the 1974 revolution.
It was approved by Parlia-
Foment 0P o, RESE GRMMe ) (] s issssa i s respress
April, but vetoed by Presi-
dent Eanes under pressure
from the Army. Under the
Constitution, the law re-
| turned to Parliument for re
view, where it was approved
a second time, in July,
Army Chief of Staff
General Pedro Cardoso then
- said that Armed Forees com-
minders would not aceepl
the law, which “usurps the
national  responsibilities  of
the military community."




