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Soares hopes his party will now revive glory of Portugal’'s 1974 Revolution

Soc1allsts

From Jill Jolliffe

in Lisbun

IN May, 1974, the Porluguese
Socialist  leader, Dr Mario
Soares, returned to Lisbon
from yeurs in exile, to large

demonstrations  of  popular
acclaim, I any party reaped
the glory of the 1874

“ Flower Revolution ™ it was
the Socialists @ In Portugal's
first free elections in almost
half a century they romped
in with a convincing 34-seut
lead over their nearest
opponents, the Popular Social
Demoerats.

Two vears after the elec-
tions. in June, 1978, Prime
Minister Soares was  dis-
missed by Presidemt Eanes
after he was unable to reach
agreement with his partners

in government, the Centre
Sotidl Democrats,
In November, 1478, the

Socialists  suffered a  dem-
oralising defeat in local elee-
tions in Evorn, a tradifional
Communist  stronghold in

@® Top: Dr Soares, and lelt,
Presitdent Eanes
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party.
the Sociilists  polled  little
over half their 1976 vole.

The lost voles. went, on the
ane hand, to the Communist
Party's  winning  electoral
front, the United People's
Aliance, and on the other, 1o
the  econservative  Populur
Soelal Demoerats, which
moved into second place. The
abstention rate rose by 9 per
cent.,

Although difficult to gener-
alise from a sniall loeal poll,
the Fvdra byelection secined
10 crystallise a widespread
feeling  of  disillusionment
with  the  Sovcialist  Party.
which could be erucial to the
outeome of the

elvelions
The Socialists  attribute
their 1978 popularity slump

te their term in Government
during  the wmost  diffienlt
penod  for the  post-revolu-
llnary ecunomy.

There were ofher faclors
in the party’s loss of support
Sinee 1974 1he Socialists have
performed a precavionus

December 2 !
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and  Right, summed up in
their triectiun slogan : “To
the Left and the Right, the
Socialists represent the fron-
tiers of liberty.” The formula
luis sometimes succeeded, bhut

AN amunesty came Into effeet
in  Portugal  yesterday for
prople  facing  charges
following attempted  Right
and Left-wing coups In 1975,

But people  pardoncd could
s Faee a review of their
conduct by militury  discip-

lniry councils. — Reuler.

more often bis resulted in a
loss  of  credibility, even

among the party’s own rank-

and-file,

Two examples are obvious,
Last  vear the Secialists
formed, with the Popular
Sociul  Democrats, a4 pew
trade  upion  federation o
rival the Communist-led
Intersindical, The Com-
munists  c¢lalm the General
Union of Workers is ClA-

but Jast week

funded, through the West by Parlizmoent,
German trade unions.  viteed by President Euanes on
Whether or not this is so, groumds  of unconstitulionu-

many Socialist supporters see
it as a breach of basic trade

union solidarity,
Agrarign  reform

wils
other stumbling block in e

lity. The loss of
Evora vertainly
of the Sociulists’
form pulicy.
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wius a result
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}‘;“"'l}:ﬂ. hﬂfl,ml;l ,ic?-lml'l,“"_“"“‘ . question is who Centrist or
dor -d'; Ia:.' 'lg" “‘ ",i‘?h,*'l’l'i": disillusioned  Socialist voters
i o mMoLity. e will choose, The Lidependent
radical dgrarian reform pro- Social Demovrdl . a  rocent
gramme initiated by the a0 T group  of o6
r‘v.\u.l‘ttlum. 'l_hi' Bu{'rrlu liberal Farliamentsclens from
law ™ as it was known (ufter gy Porular Sovial Democ
s muver, Antonio Barvelo), oo decided not 1o contest

decreed the return of a pro-
of collectivised land
The
has since played a part in
the downfall of several gov-
ernments and led to growing
southern
culminat-

portion

1o privale owners.

vielenee  in the
Alentejo provinee,
irg in two deatlis in Ly
Tember
Biamed for
results, the
modifications, designed
crease P:U'Iiu:m-nrar_\-
vision of  land

the disustrous
Socialists moved

hindovers,
while retiining the law. 'Iiw
modifications were approved

the  elections

were unprepared.
law Prep:
rats proviously dreew
portion of the

¢ Sep- st party,
longer holils trie,
the split, and the
o - the Centie
super-
rats)  and  ‘he
Popular Monarchists,

Democratic Alliance.

hecause

Centre
resling on its founding
reputation as a iLJa- ral popu-
That repulation nn
heeause of
Party's de-
cision to run in ulbance
: e Social Demoerais
(in practice Christian Demoes
Rightawing

they

The Popular Social Demoe-

a pro-
Vole,
1974

with

as the




