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Survivor of Early Days of Revolution

New Premier Angers Portuguese Right

by James M. Markhaui

LISBON (NYT) — In the heady,
stormy days of 1974, Col. Vasco
dos Santos Goncalves, the leftist
premier of Portugal’s revolutionary
government, would greet the arrival
of his sole woman nunister at Cabi-
net meetings with a mildly sarcas-
tic: “Here comes our flower."

The taming of the revolution has
swept away many personalities
from those times, but last Thurs-
day, one of them, Maria de
Lourdes Pintassilgo, the “flower”
of the Gonealves Cabinet, made a
striking re-entry on the political
scene, From a list of seven names,
President Antonio Ramalho Eanes

icked the 49-year-old engineer to

ome premier of the 11th govern-

cal currents . . . progressive and
Third-Worldist.”” Another daily re-
called that she has spoken out in
favor of legalized abortion — an is-
sue that has already stirred decp
debate in u country where (he
Roman Catholic Church has an im-
portant voice.

But Miss Pintassilgo, who has
never married, defigs easy categor-
ization. She is a long-time Roman
Catholic feminist and lives in Lis-
bon with a group of women from
the Catholic lay orcf,animlion
Graal, which was founded in the
Netherlands in 1921 and took root
here in the mid-1950s,

While she plunged eagerly into
the revolutionary ferment of 1974
and was minister of social affairs,
she had earlier served as an ap-

very understanding. But she is also
very strong-willed.”

In the first, anxious months of
the revolution, when the Commu-
nists appeared to be in the ascend-
ant, two influential officers in the
leftward-leaning Armed Forces
Movement, Vitor Alves and Ernes-
to Melo Antunes, introduced Miss
Pintassilgo to a little-known major
named Antonio Ramalho Eanes.
She and the future president be-
came fast friends, and in past polit-
ical crises, Gen. Eanes has floated
her name as a possible nonparty
premicr. Now both members of the
watchdog Council of the Revolu-
tion, Lt. Col. Alves and Lt. Col,
Melo Antunes, are known to have
discreetly advanced her candidacy,
another reason for the explosion of

ment since the ¢gallapse of the di i embdr, iflegis rage on the right.
torship in IMWLW%IWWW@ Miss Pintassilgo. who since
woman head = “She is very open to the histori- mid-1975 has been Portugal's am-

tuguese history.

%'hc appoigmcm of the sturdy,
forceful Miss Pintassilgo (her name
means “goldfinch”™) was ted
with anger and consternation on
the Portuguese right, which has
come to believe that politics was
drii'ting in its direction. O Pais, a
far-right daily, labeled her “a rather
controversial person, who under
the previous regime did not hide

her adhesion to advanced ideologi-

cal currents of the times,” com-
mented a woman friend who has
worked closely with Miss Pintassil-
£0 on study groups she has headed
on the condition of women in Por-
tugal. “She is very open to poo(;:le.
It's casy 1o get in touch with her

commune where she lives has a
very inlernational  atmosphere:
Somcone always answers the phone
in Spanish, French or some other
language. She is very generous and

‘political

bassador 1o Unesco in Paris, faces
the delicate task of putting together
a government which, accordmf o
the president, will be a neutral re-
feree for parliamentary clections,
which will probably be held in late
October. The president has insisted
that the new government’s program
must be approved before Parlia-
ment is formally dissolved: a possi-
bly tricky hun!)l,c for the new pre-
nucr.

Some analysts of Gen. Eanes'
strategy argue that the nonparty
Mota Pinto government served the
purpose of wearing down Mario
Soares’ Socialists, who have begun
to attack the president for his deci-
sion to dissolve the three-year-old

Yarlinment. Now, this theory poes,
Miss Pintassilgo will give the Soci-
alists a respite and throw a newly
fashioned rightist electoral alliance
on the defensive. In this conf using
process, the president retains the
initiative and a certain equilibrium,

Whatever the explanation, in y
country where men have for the
last five years badly muddied the
waters, this woman, born
o u middle-class family in
Abrantes on Jan. 18, 1930, now has
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a chancess”

4




