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THE SMILING SENHORA’S PATH TO THE TOP

Portugal’'s woman Prime Minister, (below) talking about
herselt for the first time to JACQUELINE REDDITT.

RIME Ministers ae
traditionally seriouws,
forbidding and mal,

Portugal's new premier
is jolly. easy to talk ta
and female. Her constant
smile and ready laazh
are  already becoming
lezend, but hehind the
smile s, if npt an
“lron Lady " certainly a
woman o be reckoned
with,

Senlmrd rw\ \Lma

ara- itical p.trl}. was
ree uuth appointed by
Portiigal's President An-
tonio Ramaliw Fanes to
run a * caretaker ” governs
ment for about 100 days,
until gencral elections.

. A comparison between
Europe’s first two: women
Prime Ministers 15 in-
evitable, To begin with,
both are from middle-class
backerounds and both are
industrial chemists, The
two have never met, hut
Senhora Pimtasilzo  said
of Mrs Thatcher; * She
apesrs Lo me as a persoen
of tremendous determine
ation and at the same time
pragmitism  and—some-
thing T admire a Jot—sha
doesn't seem ‘to get lost
in the midst of miny

contradictary events and

challenges.
“She seems to know
'\'r.,'r well what she wants
that, for me, is a
\tr\ important quality in
a leader a“d very special
in a woman leader.”
After spn.:k o to
Senhera Pi '1td=l]'0 I had
the impression that thess
words could equally well

apply Lo her.
From the age of 12, the
younz Maria Ut Lous dLs
ince d"l

howed &
i e UGy O

p]{‘:t‘[ﬂ posit m' A rather
sickly ehild. she had tmlii
then concentraied on the
iano and literalure, Sie
ad already read most of
the Portusuese novels and
classics: "1 cannot sav 1
read, I devoured all the
benks that appeared in
[ront of me" atd she
developed a lusting love of
poetry,

I spite of this natural
interest in the arts, she
then decided to opt for a
course in engineering, The
redsons were  simpie,
O:I_w-.' zirls she knew i:sli
tried the course and failed
It was the most difficult
course, with 48 hours of

classes per week as well
as a lot of practical work.
She explained: “All the
time, the question was,

can women do the same
things as men do? So
engineering appﬂaied a
challenge to me.'

Catholicism was an early
and lasting influcnce on
Senora Pintpsilze, and
whilst studsing  for a
degree in chemical en-
gineering, she hf_‘(amr
president  Mist of the
Catholic women students,
and then of the Inter-
national Catholic Students
Organisation, kdown as
Pax Romana.

She attributes her later
mr away from a carecr
in Industry to the sphere
of social sciences largely
to these activities, During
this period, she became
used to public speuking
and, more important,
throveh travel and con-
tact with students of other
nationalities bevame aware
of a need for changes and

social justice.

With the reputation of
being Left-wing, feminist
snd a militant Catholic,
Senhora Pintasilzo is re-
gardcd by many as_some-
thm" of a centradiction,
She o\pl.nm Lhat on the
cottrary, her feminism
and Left-wing svmpathies
sprany saturally frem her

tholic belief that: * All
humanity, man an
woman, are made to be
free and egual in dignity.”

Cooking up a holiday flavour at home

She thinks of herself
primarily as a Chrisllun,
belleving  that *unity
among those who believe
in Jesus Christ is more im-
portant than the eleavages
between the ditferent
depominations.” Of  her
allegzed Leftist leadings,
she said: ¥ see sociely as a
sacial fahric that needs
continuous undeistanding
and change, for people to
Le able to live in a happier
and more just way, Mavhe
thot's what links me ta the
Lelt wing. Certainly equal
ity of Lppmtt'ml\ is [or
me a key aucstion,”

As Secretary of State
for Socigl Sccurity and
Miinister of Social Affairs
in-the first two provisional
gavernments alfter Portu-
sal's IJM * Flower Revo-
fu' 1" which ended 50
of  dirtatorsliip,
-enl~nra Pintasilzo set up
a committee for the statys
of women and was largely

ccpnnslb‘e for chdanzes in
women's tights legislation.

Laughingly, she admit-
ted: * You may cill me
chauvinistie” but  she
quickly pointed out: “If
I'm a champion of any-
thing, I'm a :h.nT‘plDl‘l of

rights for everyone.

1 asked Senhora Pinta-
silgo what her plans were
affer the autumn elec-
tions. Would she return to
UNESCO. where she has
been Portuzal's ambassi-
dar since 19757 Frankly,
she suaid, she didn’t know.

She had only one defi-
nite thought. “First, T
need a heliday. T would
like to go to Scotland,
poople say it is so beaull-
Sul-ant! so peacelnl"
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