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JUST three months  after
Marzaretr  Thatelier  hecame
the first woman in the woste
ern World w take power,

Eurape  hus  its  second
woman Prime Minister. Last
week Pociugal’s Prime
Minister Maria de Lourdes
Pintesilgo  announced  her
Cabinet and declared  that
she would never be the in-
strument  of a  military
regime. Her rise 1o power
has been even more rapid
andd remarkabile than that of
Simane Veil, former French
Healih Minister and now as

resident ol the EEC Par-

fament — Europe's most
powerful woman,

In July. 1974, nearly three
months after the revelution
that terounated fifty years of
freism in Portuzal, a woman
wis nared to a  Cabinet
Miaisiry. This was the high.
eit pasition in the history of
the Portuguese government
ever reached by a weman,
Mariz Pintasilzo, within her
briel six months as Minister
for Social Weliare, managed
to completely reorganise one
of the most archaic health
and welfure systems in the
warld,

The revolutionary government
ef Portugal  underwent rapid
shifts and changes, however, and
by the end of 1975 there had

BN _Seven sovernments swoin
into office and the second one,
i which Pintasilzo scrved, was
Just slinhtle longer tived  than
the oihers, ’

Maria de Lourdes Pintasiluo
returtied to her Usnited Nations
post  and  served  with  the
UNESCO  division in  Puris
during the ~ neat severa]
tumuituous years of tising and
fallins gavernments in Portugal,

e d an i

suvernments followed each orher
in rapid suceession, polirisation
emongst  political  parties  and
trade union strikes paralised 1he
foltering econaimy and the social
changes of the revolution wers
repenled and dissembled,

Ina climate of discord and im-
posse. President Ramalho' Evmes,
culled on Maria Pintasilga 1o
form o new goverpment. She Has
remainad independent of
political parties and hay boen re-
cognived  as  acecpluble as A
feader by the trade unions nd
by polisicul parties on the centre
and left, Onee again she is faced
with an cnvrmous sk and a
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An exclusive intervian

o
st
HEl e with  Portugal's new | .
ey St i 1wl 10 o Prime Minister Maria de
duct minor miracles, . x .
This intersicw, conducted In LﬂllfﬂES PIHtESI[Eﬂ, hy . i ;
anuary, 1975, svnopsizes  the \’é'
cksround wia, owimoshy ol Rana M, Fields, Ph.D / \
mf Feminist o become a Prime . y Vi, . 55, ¥ 3 ]
nister. : AL £ L
e Y ¢ B
Maria Pinta<ilin is a worker  niaitation of the system as 1 j il R i f
and saw her fusk as producing a round it at that rime. ; 3, $-1
new comprehiensive  wellare  wgocondly afrer 3 while | S ; {5y
scheme which would overcome bawan  workine Iaternationally . Sy SRS v | y &l
in one gencration backwardness ik 5 contessional group, a 7. -] SRP g o
ard medieval thinking. Cathelic graup actually, and | | e A g
" wn‘bl\rcr?_hrnurh ;ulermi1 te the : ¢ ; ;
problem that was no longer a [ A= -
Engmeer natienal one but an internatlonal T ! "%
one between haves and have R S ¢
Her b ckground  as  an "T§ desl with these prablems i Ty = Wi
educited v« man was, she sald, 2 Ms, Pintassilzo became  involved Fo i o i P Ly
product oi her privileged class politically <veina polities as 3 - A ey
position. e was raised with  mcans of forming a web hetween . A
i imm diage  awarenoss ot tions” wit le and Y = b
Jncieta: CiRdarGEuturo
m o e st i s ¢fthas A 2
il el Tteadifio®. o her herself as hoving 3 elear {dealisy ni? - See
firat tol+ s an engineer M a which is cloar o those who pees
LT Tontutness  ehémical  work with hor,
manufacteig fiens, she !uica_rne E : '
aware of (e problems of ghe
wrking ;1.;:1, of thewr ex- mlgra on s
plaitition and distruss. lwn?mulc {5 TN | h:: ratl}e;
Thit wis the beginning of her 11 . t by Social  targets  towards  whic
comnutmeny  to social  and mmi?:rsa m:js ?::.;:I b";ﬁum:_ ecansmic ones art subordinated
politicyl  ange  In Partueal. Amopg  the  problems  are M in 2 way, ccotomic oncs are

put ia their own place, At the
setvice of the society wiich they
sliould always be O course this
Is euxy o su, but United
Nations have beon working for a
couple of yems towards a unis
fied ¢oocepr of social scotiomic
develipment and this has come
out ol the iy industrialised
counties facing  probiems like
pollution, like drug addiction
and 1hings like that and szeing

Since that time, Maria Pintasilea  gecalonisation with a censequont
has  heea learning, doing and effect on unemployment figures
fightipa, Tlor appointment  was and emigratiun on very similar
the recosuition of her pro- lines to lreland in the 40s and
fessionalisn  and  commitment, gj,
rather than the awarding of a In 1975 thyre were over a mil-
cabtaee MNP (o EhE P fan Parpeioe - men abrond,-
drescurative of o political porty. moc of them from the rural
“Haw dut Maria Pintassize  arens Generally their wives and
become  uivolved  in soca families renoined at home work-
yuestions? ing the smull farms, while the
“Well firne of all 1 think it familics who Join their menfolk

was exactls the foet that | was haye laneusze  and  jsolation that e qualine of u-‘edi’b:n::!-
engincer i 3 big Chemical Com- problems of other eountries,  1hing very imposiang bpd bies
pany in Pirgeal and there 10 To  the  cnalfenves  facing the cconomic process.

was in the depurtment of in- Portugal Ms, Pintusilgn brines will, in a countty like Pors
dustrial resareh, But | was very her own béliel in the need for pugal; Havitig s revelution in the
much  conveuted with, all the social aetion.  Hers is an ap- 5 o To-eris
social guv ons and relations  proach whivh — unilke the ELC midst of 4 world economic crisi
and, theretive, | lhud a growming —  puts  poople  rather  them when we don't | naw where it is
sensitivite Lo thess Kind of prob-  econecmic stijtegy first, going, pravides us with the ime
lems, and vary cleatly to the ex=  *What we  need not  medl te impera: ve demands to

A work on  soasl 1argers which
I :I"'rl'-."-'l'rr-'\lf'!"}'a'r-\r'—_--p T AT A T r1

muars like — | ood for people. If
we e coneooed  fiest  with
providing people a sulficient diet,
then whot alowit  aericultural
production, fond  prices,

stock-:a and so on, health,
well what works towards healih,
sanitary  engincering, m:.ll_.:-:ul
care, mental givc and so, so it's
really the socal targets  that
4 come: fimt. -

n the probl.my of being a
\'n?!‘].m in Ph'l;h office M=, Pins,
tassilzo says :he may not be
very realistic.

“Maybe because of my pre-
i+ vious  expericnce  of  having
= always~ been the first woman to
| take o oa job, Fve had that ex-
perience befure. | was the [irat
1 woman ta wotk in industey, the
» first cogineer und so on. |
X cannot se¢ many problems, 1 see
more of 2 pasility because of
the w + 1 apeci's, ol an opuring
in teriss of hei
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Maria de Lourdes Pintasilgo

being the first wenisn miab.er ,

helps me break the rules
exist because cvem within a re-
volution  there are  ceftun
rules.”

Liberation

“1f men are ozether and mon
act like the masculine man Jnd
have acted In 2 ctituin way —
they go on acting that way |1
think that liberation of a socicty
does not come ahout without
the liberation of womes at the
same time. Therefore, being u
woniin | can cieste my own
faw, my own rules so therefore,
L see a more positive wspeet than
a problem."

Women  account  for almaost
one in thiee of the worlfares in
Pocrasal, Bt gemesaily they to
in low status fow paad jobs o
truditional 3l femuide nreas ol
work., Ms. Pintasilge et o
she would hke 1o show atour
women that what shie wis do e
wias not so different from wlat
they could do fton. Apd -'hte
believes that there muy Lo a cere
tain advantage for wmeingn in
that they huve been soofisad
into & different way of Hink ng
from the men who  bold
sower.

“Even within a revolutionary
RTOUP woman can bring about a
certuln freedam, At lsvt | f22)
that | am oot there for o carcer,
Lam oot there lor peachag ares
thing an the top. T am' not there
for voing thae feb. I oam eon.
cethed h the  persii=g
whatever their sitmrmem, whos
ever their palitizal pien s a0
That's 2 tremendous Tread mu T2y
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