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Macmillan calls 2
a century of des

By HUMPHREY HAWKSLEY

_Former Conservative
Prime Minister Mr Harold
Macmillan last night said the
20th century has been a cen-
tury of destruction and the
ambitions striven for in Yicto-
rian times have been proved
falsg;. " pakli

peaking at & Foreign
Correspondents Club dinner
he said:

“All the dreams in which I
was brought up to have faith
have proved a delusion.

“It has been a ccmurg of
destruction which has

~ght no stability and to

dangers.”

_ He said unity between na-
tlons — specifically the na-
tions of Eurape — was one of
the only 'ways 1o preserve
peace and rise through the
“technological  revolution,"
| which could see everyone
| prosper.

I "One of the great delu-

sions of mankind is that you
| can do yourself good by injur-
| ing another man,” he said.

He pointed out, however,
that in this century he be-
lieves people have made
“spiritual™ advances,

“There is mare thought-
fulness, a greater sense of
unity and less class distinc-
tion.

The 85-year-old statesman
who sieered Britain out of the
Suez erisis during the years of
his leadership from 1957 to
1963 is visiting Hongkong

itely before leaving for a
w.ux-long official trip to
China on behalf on his famil
rublishing company, Macmil-
an Lad.
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"It will not be preserved by
people passing resolutions in
cammittees, but by strength
and firmness . , . by nations
standing by their own rights.”

He said the recent trends
of world power had been —
with the exception of the
Soviet Union — for areas to

cc can be now
do we have a great

.y of us overwhelming -

break into smaller, independ-
ent units,

“The unity of great em-
ﬁim have gone. Empires

ave hmrullh up into smaller
units an e L powers
are watching umhcr."

He destribed the emer-
ﬁ:nm of a balance of power

sed on nuclear strength as
“strange" and said il such
weapons were ever used the
cons:&uences would be
“mutually destructive.”

“So at is it (nuclear
foree), L%Tla it is in a sense
paralysing.

*“Little wars can go on, but
still not the t ones, be-
cause it is too bi adang:r."

Recalling his th, Mr
Maemillan sai
brought up in a
“greal economic stability."

“From 1814 to 1900, for
60 years, prices hardly
moved, but within that period
salaries doubled . . . y a
true increase in productivity.

“This seemed the normal
world. The Durcpees, polvarss
were more or lest balajicel

“The Crimean War was
the only war — and that was
not a major war."

Then, he said, as he was
about to take a "iﬁ to Switz-
erland, he found himsell —
instead — on a barrack

uare, preparing for World

ar I, which saw. him
wounded three limes,

“The horrors that were in-
flicted by human beings upon

he was

— v
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truction

each other were tremendous,™

he said. :

And it was this which
sparked off the mutual de-
struction which prevailed this
century.

Looking on the brighter
side, Mr Maemillan ised
the formation of NATO, the
United Nations, the Euro-
pean Economic Community
and similar unions.

He paid special attention
1o ASE\N and Southeast
Asian economic treaties.

“These unions are made

-under pressures of | from
the oulside but ml‘l they are

sno_lc_l_&‘;!:-esaid. s

% palulni or a mo-
ment, he asked: "How will it
all end?

“1 believe that in the long
run we shall il. The
general sense of mankind is.

more sensitive than before, ..

The general will of man will
have a greater effect,

R ‘:!.‘- 'M.hl-!-".uié‘ . ;.“"
Throughat hle
Mr Macmillan ™ sho
still had the same pov
wit and oratory that earne
him the title of “Unflappabl
Mac" during his yearsin’
Downing Street, =~ . 5

And he skilfully dodged

several questions from guests
about current world events,

especially those concernin
af?aoi‘:ls gelwcen China, lhg
Soviet Uinion and the West,

“It 18 st [T, D—
“much altered.from
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I awoke this morming with
devout thanksgiving for my
friends, the old and new.
Shall I not call God the
Beautiful, who daily showeth
himself so to me in his gifts.
I chide scciety, I embrace

‘solitude, and yet I am not so

ungrateful as not to see the
wise, the lovely and the
noble-minded, as from time to
time they pass my gate. Who
hears me, who understands me,
becomes mine-a possession for
all time. Nor is Nature so
poor but she gives me this
Joy several times, and thus
we weave social threads of
our own, & new web of relations;
and, as many thoughts in
suecession substantiate
themselves, we shall by

and by stand in a new world
of our own ereation, and no
longer strangers and pilgrims
in a traditionary globe. My
friends have to come to me
mnsought. The great God
gave them to me.

~RALPH WALDO EMERSON-



