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Introduction

The Indcpendéri’t ‘Commission on Population and Quality of Life has held and will
hold Public Hearings in all the regions of the globe. Across the world, the major concern

is quality of life, What we are bringing here is the message that (hey have strongly
conveyed o us. ;

I quote exactly words spelled out in the South Asia consultation; "Ler the direction
and pace be the people’s choice. Ler them be empowered, by a sharp increase in rheir

access o educl:%“ﬁ@l@@@ngulﬂanxgng M‘EMF{@."

In face of fhis we must ask: Can we go on with more of the same?

The answer fgﬁi_n lliis_ conference is no. By seeing Population-and-Development as
an interrelated progess, the Cairo Conference addresses the most important transition of all:
the transition fron ﬁ;i;',économy that ignores and marginalises millions of human beings, to
a people-centered acoﬁomy

The 1111i|nale‘;;é§£1 of Population-and-Development is to accord an improved quality
of life to the peoy lel;:f the world. Not only to count people but to ensure that people
count in Developinent; that borh their marerial and non-marerial security will be the first
priority of De'-'elopﬁf‘e:ﬁr.'
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afﬁgnd and concrete implications for population policie
over for the old type of policies.

over for the imposition of numerical targets on people,

oy;}_"i,enl of technologies about which people, and specially women, are not
hents 10 exerce coercion on their fellow citizens;

fonal agencies 1o follow mainly the logics of their own programmes.

3 ﬁii‘i’e has come to institute innovative public policies which address
vslopmem questions. "These policics must meet the following criteria;
hom populatmn programmes are addressed should be sezn as the essential

mlqers of the choices they have 1o make, and should never be seen as
'P‘" i

clients or reeipients.

In each society' ;Sopulat'lon policies must take into account cultural elements, history,

the ways i wm:h HeODAE rrelatd 10 Opelanbliers kdlthel Wworld, and to nature, Most

of all, they|
Specific pu

women - a'e'_ﬁe;c'isive on the population trends,

short term
untouched,
As populati
responsibi
the active |p:

The interv

have 1o be guided by the basic values present in each sociely.
blgq:._pohcze_s. such as health and cducation - and above ail education of
' They should never be reversed by
eéi:;ﬁomic programmes - it is not the defense budget that should remain
bul bealth and education budgels.

10n pohc:cs are central 1o polilical decision-making, they musi be the
ity of the State; but they must always be defined and implemented with
q|l1]cipnnon of the civil socicty,

nlIon or‘ external agencies in population policies is only acceptable when

these iniual.wé; are lntegn ated and subordinated to population policies, as defined

nationally Jr;iocally.
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"inore of the same". 1In the relationship between Population and

Development, ext rcme poverty appears as the number one problem. Today, it is common

knowledge that, in

countnes with a high percentage of poor in their population, conventional

development strateglgs_ cannot absorb poverly.

el
1]

Today, ! in evq;y 4 persons on this planet Jives in destitution. If, in today’s economy,

we are unable to accfg‘gifjiﬁwdatg the poor; if in this generation, we are not able to cope with

poverty and to inve’nf iiew forms of management of wealth and resources, what can we do

during the next 30

in two of the world'

Let me adc
narrow age group
Not only are they

of the world's-flpz

If we fail
history, people w

focal point for ous

Specific st

arc also a must po

spelled out and samé

institutional recog
small-scale enterp
strategies; we 1
elimination of bur

these strategies.

and humanly caril

ygars al lhe end of which time we will have 3 billion more? Then, one

§'people Will be poor.

ye,l anomer statistic. Today, one in 5 people in the world fall into the
of li to 24 _years, These young people require our most urgent attention.
faang terrible levels of unemployment, not only do they constitute much

-\.
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Mpuu akipn( Bpy tioyvmre @sd-theppignty of the future,

thcm;
wjrﬂ'usl raise, in poverty, the children of the future. Here is thus a
attaéks On povcrty

we crcatc the largest generation of impoverished people in our

__,:'. i

rategics agninst poverty are not only a necessity in an ethical sense, but

\?."J Oy hT

ltfi;ally Many of the specific strategies against poverty have already been

;Qj' lhur ‘elements have been tried in various places: the political and
*uf(oﬁ of the role of the informal sector, land redistribution, or credit for
rlsgﬁ : What we need now is the imagination to elaborate further those
°§§ t.he pohm.al commitment to make them effective, we need the
.auc(atlc restr'ums {o allow such initiatives to work. Let us be clear about
l‘hey must be decided and implemented as an urgent, cconomically viable

g [_és,ponsc 10 extreme poverty.
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1uman life on this planct through the depletion of the resources and the

accumulation of wastes arc the result of the joint effect of growth in population and

consumption.
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We are far ﬁ'om the sustainable devclopment so many speakers referred to,

Therefore, 10 cha
sustainable develq

We are nol.

individuals to rests

18 & change in the

constituted in conlellqﬁorary soc:ety

"peversal of the l

Indeed, "B
of operation. EitHer.
there is no soluf

Development, and

The Indcp

give shape to a mp

The Nobel

1g¢ :'thc patterns of consumption and production is a condition for a

phienl. It Is a condition for colleetive survival.

-'\-u’H

speakmg here only of moral questions addressed to the consciences of

lcf thetr consumption, and to change their life-styles. What we refer to

SIS needs te-belic

Ul‘.}’ pallcms of consumplion, in the way in which supply and demand are
What is being suggested here is a need for the

g{c‘i of our economic systens.

c-divectéd i Tisigeals Land diversified in its modes

énomics deals with human beings as the central concern - or clse

iogi at the world level, for the combined chdnengus of Population,

"h:t

I:guxronment

Prlzé R\gobel fa Menchii said at our Latin-American Public Hearing:

"QOur people are amf’fbus whethcr there is indeed a fulure”. "Nuesrra gente es unslosa de

Suturo".
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May the cmmmunlly of nations help to build such future.
A

a-l

d’l

.Jndepemlunl Cuommission for Population and Quality of Lite
f‘ﬁl"ﬁﬁmwnn Tndénendante sur la Ponulition et la Onalité de. Via



