INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH & POLICY STRATEGY
( INERPOST )

Ms. Maria de Lourdes Pintasilgo
President “Comite des Sages”

Athens, November 28, 1997

Dear Mrs. Pintasilgo,

The Institute for Research and Politicy Strategy, having completed two
successful conferences on “Implementing Social Rights in Europe”, in Athens
on January 16th and 17th, 1997 and in Thessaloniki on September 13th,
provided the opportunity to promote an effective dialogue for the
implementation of social rights and for strengthening the European identity.

In order to continue in our effort in promoting social rights in Europe we
intend to publish the proceedings of both conferences. Please, find enclosed
a transcript of your contribution at the Conference in Athens. It would be
greatly appreciated if it is returned to us with your corrections by the end of
December, 1997.

Your presence ard irpui bn itsues rzisad Contribates to the success of the

Conference. We would like to thank you for what the Conference
accomplished and look forward to your input in the future.

With great respect,

VivianZgona

Director

15, Valaoritou st., Athens 106 71 ® Tel.: (301) 3626187, 3633684 Fax : (301) 3603558



npwta pe tn K.Maria de Lourdes Pintasilgo, tnv onoia éxoupe Tnv TipR
va €XOUHE OHIARTPIA.

H k.Pintasilgo eivai npanv MpwBunoupydg Ttng Moproyahiacg.
Kai eivar Mpoedpog tng "Enmitponig twv Iogwv" nou ouvétaEe autd 10
ox€d10. Tnv napakah® noA0 va AaBer to Aoyo. Mag rtipder moAu n
napoucia TnG kal 6a aKOUCETE NOCO €VEIAQEPWY OPIANTAC E€ival.

MAR OURDES PINTASILGO (Chairman of the “Comite des Sages" and
former Prime Minister of Portugal: Madam Chairman, excellencies,
ladies and gentlemen, first of all, when I heard our Chairman say
that this is the Committee of Sages, I have to say that all the sages
laugh about themselves, and so we are trying to keep the’ expression
in the original French, Comite des Sages, because if we translate it

in our own languages it’s really rather funny.

CHAIRMAN: Modesty is a quality of persons of real value. Aéw at1 n
HETPI0QpOOLVY BING IR I0THG | TevEveparay we npavuarikn afia. Kai
auTa nou €ine eival Bepala anoppoia WPETPIOPpOOUVNC.

MARIA DE LOURDES PINTASILGO0: Let me say first of all that I'm

delighted to be here among a Greek audience, where I find old friends
and where I have the honour to be speaking before several Ministers,
and to be so reassured with the official position of Greece. And I
was wondering, having talked with my own government about the same
question, if the small countries shouldn’t really be a force of in-
tervention and pressure and lobby within the IGC. I wanted to say it
at the end, but your speech led me to say it at the beginning.

I think that we cannot just let things go and the oppor-
tunity pass by us, without us really taking the possibility of using
what is our deep convictions in order to make Europe that moral force
in the world. In a recent interview, former President Delors said
about Europe "We have progressed, but the world has changed quicker
than ourselves." And I do think that it is really this which is at
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%,
stake. And I will try to address the two things coinci
regard with what the Minister has Just said.

in some

However, whatever we may paint the beginning of the
European Union with the cultural traits, in fact we are the result of
many years that were known finally as the Common Market. I can agree
that the market may be cultural, but it is a common market, the word
we have worked with endlessly. My own country, when it has put in
Brussels the request to Join the European Community, was still speak-
ing about '‘a common market. And before becoming myself involved in the
government I was very firmly against only a concept of market, be-
cause [ saw that Europe was built on something that was very common.

And, as I said yesterday to my friend Louka Katseli, who
by the way is one of the most extraordinary women in Europe nowadays,
of the next generation after me, therefore a Tot is still to come in
her career, I would say that looking at that cooperation I thought,

we g5l thypul 197€@ ai1 your 1ife with that,
ool RGO Outieler o

dhood onwards this is yours, and not only Greek.

And the same can be said about so many elements, and so
many aspects of our cities, of our landscapes, throughout the whole
continent.

But after this concept of Common Market, when we started
speaking more about the Communities - and I underline the fact that
we always spoke in the plural and the plural indeed contained a very
strong market element. Then came the European Monetary System, with
Giscard and Schmidt, and then the Single Market in the ’80s as the
driving force that Delors brought to the Commission, and as a con-
Crete implementation of the free circulation of merchandise, of
goods, of services, of capital, and at the end of people.

And, of course, as time went by it was also a point for
countries like mine and I think 1ike yours that the European Com-
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munities also represented a democratic ideal. Somehow that market had
something to do with democracy, but at that time we couldn’t see very
clearly how to link the two. We just wanted to join and reinforce our
new or restore democracies with belonging to that group.

But what happened afterwards? And here I am a bit criti-
cal. Year after year, new aspects of the Treaty of Rome were em-
phasised, protocols were established. When again consensus was not
reached, special conditions were spelled out, exceptions were ac-
cepted, and these led to something called the Treaty of Maastricht.
But in fact, as we I think discovered together in the Comite des
Sages, it is the combination of 15 legal documents of very different
weight and nature. And before you find Article 38.B you‘have to go
back and forth a lot of times because you don’t know exactly what you
are referring to.

So these contradictions, the confusion, the deficiency: I
tested it wWithlzclradd) of  Fritnd: in) my (cdunirly) who have been in
government. We were five people, and I asked "Well, we are now in the
revision of the Treaty of Maastricht. Do you agree with it?" And the
four of them were for, they said yes. "What aspect particularly?
Where do you find the social right?" And then, in spite of the fact
that they have been Ministers, they were not aware that the Treaty of
Maastricht is not a treaty. It is a conglomeration of several docu-
ments.

So that’s why we have a kind of literacy proposal in our
Comite des Sages, which is to make one document, articulated, logic
and in the right sequence, called the Treaty of the European Union,
in order for all of us to be able to refer to it in a language that
everybody understands. You may think that this is very elementary,
and yet it has not been done. What we have is a continuous reference
to other articles in such protocol, or in something that is not
really contained in a logic sequence in the Treaty. I don’t want to
call it a treaty, though; it is this mer a boire.
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We think - and that’s the main line of our report - tha
the time has arrived for a fresh start, which has its foundation in
the fact that the 15 countries don’t need to do anything new. The so-
cial rights we are claiming are social rights that are inscribed in
our Constitutions, and that all of us have ratified in the two inter-
national documents that are the implementation of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, but equally the International Covenant on
Political and Civil Rights and the International Covenant on Social,
Economic and Cultural Rights.

So our question is: If we have agreed upon that in the
wide scene of the whole world, why can’t we agreed about that when we
are just 15 around the table? What is this kind of schizophrenia that
we have? What are afraid of? And how do we want the other countries
in the world to respect, as we are saying all the time and preaching
all the tsdell16) i@ BoinGtied (@ Aufdn -Ridhtdl () Geneva that they
have to respect the human rights and so on and so on, why, when we
come together as 15, are we not able to say "Yes, we have signed. We
are accountable to the world for that." But we are accountable to
each other for that as well.

It is as easy as that, is taking into account and rein-
forcing what we have already decided internationally. And I think
this is very important, and I have discovered again - and you will
excuse me, Minister - that some politicians don’t see it that way.
There is a reason for that. There are hundreds of international or-
ganisations. We sign things here, things there. Here is one ambas-
sador, there is another ambassador; they don’t interpret things in
the same way. And it’s a tremendous confusion, because we have
globalisation, but we don’t have yet a global way of managing
globalisation. And therefore we take very often positions that are in
contradiction with others that we have taken already in other fora.
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As our dear Chairman reminded us, even as recently as the
93 United Nations Conference on Human Rights, we agreed again. But,
more than that, in ‘95 in the Summit on Social Development our heads
of government or of state have all committed themselves solemnly to
abide by the central role of the social rights. What about that? What
is the meaning of that signature that has been put under a very
strong and very firm declaration? I think that, if we want to have
some influence in the world, we cannot forget the commitments we have
already taken.

That is why - I am speaking too much, but I will come
quickly to the end - the main proposal, the core of the proposals of
the Comite des Sages is to include already in the present revision of
the Treaty the embryo of a Bill of Rights. At Teast you spoke about
one chapter, Minister. If you could agree that it will be something
that we say that we want here to include something that makes of all
of us together a political unity and make; all of us equal...
(microphone problems) civil and social rights.

Fundacéo Cuidar o Futuro

Of course it’s necessary to have long negotiations, but
at lTeast the indication that the process is going to start is very
important.

By doing so, we are doing something about democracy and
citizenship. And that is the ultimate goal of our dream, that all of
us may concur, with our national specificities, with our so different
cultures, with our tradition and vision, to the building of a unified
Europe, and reminding ourselves always that civil and social rights
are interdependent and indivisible. You cannot say, wait a moment.
Now we have first freedom of this and that, and then we come to hous-
ing, jobs, and so on. No, they are really indivisible. And therefore
we have to do both at the same time.

And this is what we are doing now, in these two days
here. And we are starting the first phase. In a way the ball is roll-
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and activities. We have also, as the Minister said, to reshape our
welfare state, not at all to have a uniform, harmonised system, but
in a way that respects the fundamental right of every human being to
be part of a society and therefore to receive from that society the
responsibility and care that he or she deserves because he or she is
a human being.

And third we have also to see the dimensions of the S0-
cial rights in our time.

And, last but not least, we have to see that we are going
to enlarge ourselves with a part of Europe - let us be clear about
that - that had social rights of a different nature from ours, with a
different history. But when you have visited the former Communist
states when they were still Communist, and when you visit them now,
you see that something has been lTost. And my question is: What do we
have to offer? And what we have to nffer;lwe can only do it in
dialloguel Kt _ene ceuniries which mave  overthrown the Communist
regime,

So, finally, what we will do with all that. You may ask,
is this a realistic outlook, or is it just this old lady speaking and
saying well, she has a dream and well. We all have a right to have a
dream. Yes, I have a dream. And the dream is that in the world that
is going so global but where we find so many problems, that we all
may grow, not only in the dimension of freedom, in a liberal sense,
that is; my freedom ends where the freedom of the other begins. But,
with some of the philosophers of our time, we have to begin with a
philosophy of responsibility, of care for the others. And it is that
responsibility that makes all of us brothers and sisters in a
philosophical and not moralistic way. In that way we build Europe and
we contribute to peace in the world. Thank you.

NPOEAPOY : Euxaprorolpe napa moAy v Mpoedpo Tne "EniTponng Iogav"
Yia 60a pag eine. Xaipépacre napa noAd nou eivai Mpoedpog kar niareiw
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Baon ox! to afiwpa tng avBpanivng aElonpénciac, alAa tnv 1Bayéveia.

Tnv karoxn 1@ayéveiag 3dnAadf Kparoug-pEAOUC TN
Evpwnaikng Evwong. H 8¢ véa eupwnaikf 18ayéveia nou HE Xapad Kal
navnyupika avakoivwoav o1 Euvpwnaiol to 1992, Jev Arav Kkapia
G1090pETIKA NOIOTNTA NOPA TO @BPOIOPA TWV WG TOTE I1BAYEVEIGV TWV
KPaTWV-HeEAQY.

€AW va putRow av TOIﬁiKTUO 1o IO Patoiopog, aEionoiei
WG TWPA TA@ VOMIKA KEKTNUEVA TNG vOpoAoyiag Tou AIKaoTnPiou Twv
AvBpunivev Aikalwparev nou akpiBug encidn €ixe wg Baon tnv avepanivn
aflonpéneia, xal apa Eegelyer ond To SiAnuua TOU UNNKOOU Kal
GVOQEPETAl OTOV KATOIKO KpaTtoug-péloug Tou ZupBouliou tng Eupénnc
eival xpnoiun orn Spaon oag 1600 wg MKO 600 kAl w¢ opdda mieong orTnv
KatevBuvon AAYew¢ anogdoewv. Iag suxapioTa.

NPOEAPOI: [“Ae 8eNeva-prepnow To| AGYoK{EL| gk |7hv Kupia nou eival
OpW¢ n TeEAsutaia.

KANAZOIAOY (Ané vo Nopé =avng): ©a néela va pwrnow to Mpoypappa Tng
8pakng yia Toug nalivooroUvreg Ti yiveral; Exkei €xer yivel €vag
TPAYEAAQOG EXW TAV E€vrUnwon yiarti axkouya eni xpovia Ot
eykaBioravral, 0TI €ival MOAD €uxapIOTNUEVOI KAM.

AANAG o1 id101 o1 naoAivooToUVTEG KarapXfv AEve oOT1 O¢
Bpiokouv epyacia, o1 ouvenkeg SiaPiwong Sev €ival 1kavomoinTIKEC.
Motog eivar Tehika vo npoypappa Kai n €8VIKA MONITIKA yia auté TO
B€pa tng Opakng; Euxapiora.

MPOEAPOX: Exe! {ntnoel 1o Adyo n k.Pintasilgo.

A OURDES PINTASILE0: C’est juste un petit commentaire que
Madame m’a suggere. Dans notre rapport nous n’avons pas pris une
position nette, parce que nous sommes devant les accords qui montrent
deja de facon tres nette qu’il y a de politiques differentes dans
1’ensemble de 1’Union Europeenne.
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Cependant, je me permets de faire une petite reflexion
qui est celle-ci: Au lendemain de 1a deuxieme guerre mondiale
1’Europe s’est remise de ses decombres avec le Plan Marshall qui a
engage 2,5% du PNB des Ftats Unis. Bien sur ca a ey aussi de reper-
cussions positives aux Etats Unis, i1 ne faut pas le cacher; mais
c’est vrai que 1"Europe c’est reconstruit grace a cette aide.

Depuis plus de 30 ans Jes Nations Unies demandent aux
Pays industrialises, et en particulier en notre continent, d’aider
les pays en developpement. C’est possible. D’abord c’etait 1% de Teur
PNB, maintenant c’est 0,7% de leur PNB. I1 n‘y a que la Hollande et
Ta Suede qui ont atteint Ce pourcentage. Tous les autres pays, et en
plus le votre et le mien sont bien au-dessous de cette aide aux pays
qui sont en etat de sous-developpement ou dont ]e developement c’est
ecroule, comme c’est le cas des pays de 1’Europe Centrale et de
1”Europe de 1’Est.

Je pense~ aue-a iill.v a-ure rrnn}are reflexion, comme
Madame aisdit tout a 1’ heure, 1"immigre vient parce que son pays
n‘est pas suffisament aide a mettre debout les structures neces-
saires. En ayant un Peu regarde ce qui arrive aux pays de 1'Europe
Centrale et en particulier en Union Sovietique, c’est evident que
tous les gens qui quittent 1’Union Sovietique apres la chute du Mur
de Berlin, ils 1’ont vu tomper d’un cote mais pas de 1’autre. C’est a
dire ils viennent d’un regime ou il y avait un droit universel a la
sante et a 1’education vers des regimes ou ce droit n’est pas univer-
sel, comme on vient de le dire. Donc nous avons quelque chose a avoir
de ce cote la.

Ceci dit, actuellement nous avons deux types
d’orientation dans les pays de 1’Union Europeenne, un type qui
valorise des communautes specifiques - c’est le cas des pays Scan-
dinaves - et en integrant en meme temps lantement, on peut dire que
chaque immigre dans les pays Scandinaves est presque suivi jour par
Jour dans son cheminement de residence et de travail et Je pays qui
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cultive davantage 1’assimilation ou 1"integration. Les deux problemes
sont tres differents et i1 faut mettre sur table Jes donnees des uns
et des autres pour voir a quoi on peut aboutir.

Et la i1 faut une veritable etude et une concertation,
Pas un concensus mais une concertation pour voir comment on peut
reconcilier ces differents points de vue.

Je crois que finalement, meme quand vous dites que ici'en
Grece i1 y a 90% d’Orthodoxes et 10% des autres, je pense que vous
touchez aussi du doigt un probleme cle de toute 1’Europe, c’est la
difference entre 1‘etat laique que nous avons construit et qui est
caracteristique de nos pays et la vision theocratique de la societe
qui naturelement voit les choses d’une facon completement differente.
La i1 faut, comme les propos d’experts 1’ont dit depuis quelques
annees, il nous faut une etude tres poussee pour voir comment on peut
concilier cette theocratie,a 1%interieur de ce que nous ne voulons
pas quitter, qui'est @n effet 1'etat laique et donc la separation de
1’eglise et de 1’etat. Merci.

NPOEAPOLZ: Ba nBela va cuxapioTHow 0AOUG 000UG EKAVAV EPWTROEIC A
napaTnpAoeiq kal va {nraow ouyvéun and EKEIVOUG nou dev npohaBav va
Kavouv av kai 8a to nBekav. Kai 8a MaPaKaAEow Toug 3 opIANTEC péoa oc
2-3 AenTa@ TO MNOAU VA anavrioouv ENIYPAPUATIKA OTA ONUEIa nou
vopilouv. Eivar gavepé o611 dev pnopouv va anavrnBoluv n va oxoAiaoTolv
oAa.

K.KAITIMATH: O kupiog nou HiAnoe yia to npdypappa gTéyaong ortn
Bpakn. Lagéorara To npéypappa TG egunnpérnong 5.300 oikoyeveiav B¢
AUveEl 1o Baoikd npdBAnua pia Kkai einapye or1 avépyovrai oe 70.000
aropa nepinou.

Enopévug unapyer evrovoraro npopinua karoikiag. Kar givai
XApaKTNPIOTIKO €va onueio 4TI To MPOBANMA TOU OMITIOU frav 1o Baogikod
npoBAnua twv Movriwv oe OAec TIG EUKAIPiEq mou Toug d06nkav va
HIAROOUV Yia npofAApara.
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