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By JOHN DARNTON
Special to The New York Times
LISBON — When feminist in
Portugal look back over the past 10
years, the victories they count up
make women in the United
States gape in astonishment.

from a recent bitter debate in Parlia.
ment that led to liberalizing the coun-
’s anti-abortion law.
*1 was not involved . The
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by other women in politics, who tend to
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One is Zita Seabra, a 34-year-old fire-
‘brand who took to politics at the age of
15 as a clandestine organizer for the

‘and is now a member of the Communist
Party’s Central Committee. She is one
of 20 women in the 250-member Parlia-
ment, where the fight for abortion is
inextricably linked to her name.

Miss Seabra believes that the army-
sponsored revolution that began in
April 1974 wrought a change in the

“mentality”” of women and conferred|

equal rights on paper, including an
equal rights clause in the 1976 Constitu-
tion that returned icy to Portu-

gal. But she feels that their daily lives
are much unchanged.

"In most of Portugal, 1 the
rural areas, women are inferior,"”

she said. ““In the cities the situation im-
versal. And when a woman
does all
: , Women
Discrimination holds true in politics,

fight for causes with a barricades fer-
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too, she asserts. Women are apt to be
picalojerdovnon h:iist; of c\ndi-
Zhes s e purcy Lick, o zewosd off
to run in difficult constituencies.

“In first campaign, I went to a
myfactory and the workers
neered,”’ she said. “* ‘Doesn't the C.P.
have anyone else to send us?’ they said.
Now I make it a point to go there every
time there's a campaign and they ac-
cept me. They say, ‘That woman
speak’a very well. She speaks like a
man,"”
The women now active in politics
prese from

s | haps this has given her a new
| tive. “I think women are much

enormous — in the 12th and 13th cen-
sign their poetry.
Perhaps that’s why we're less violent.”
The woman who set off the most con-
troversies is Isabel do Carmo, a 44
year-old endocrinologist whose views:
on revolution drop off the political spec-
trum. Active since the age of 15, she
i the Communist Party in 1958
then parted ways in 1970 because,
among other things, she advocated vio-
lence to overthrow the dictatorship.
With her Carlos
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Now, Miss do Carmo’s views have
mellowed

tactic” for the moment — and the
group she founded, which evolved into
the Revolutionary People’s Party, has
split. But her past has cat up with
her. “I'm still facing a lot of charges,”
she said. *'I think there’re about 15.”
Two weeks ago, she was jailed on an
old charge, went on a hunger strike and
| wag released. Because she has already
spent more than four years in jail in
pmveuﬁvedmmﬁun—ayaar{mgar
than what is legally permissible — a
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to pass a special amnesty bill.
Her plight has been taken up by a

{pumber of women, including Mayor
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sette language. Women escape it. Their
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