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TO ALL EUROPE.N FEMININE FEDERATIONS

Dear friends,

it is a lonz time since I wanted to write Tto you
specifically for asking you to meditate oun a theme, which con-
cerns us, aa@ girls, directely and on which, in various occasions.
(the last one was in Friburg) a special attention and a particu~
lar interest has been solicited from the European Peminine Fede~
rations. Finally... the moment has come!
I'm referring to the study of the problems which are connected
with the Univergity experience of girls and which make it parti-
cular in some way in our days of rapid evolution of society -~
As a matter of fact, there are many causes of psychological, socio-
logical, moral or even cultural order which render, till a certain
exteht, complex g—full jreakization af the Pniwergity moment and
difficult a fair "ifvegr&libil ol IV Yiito ‘vur Yives,s
It is not my intention, now, to go deep into all the reasons
which make it such (end which require a thorough stydy), but I
should like just to draw your attention on some points which
could be used as basic, for a future meeting to be held possibly
next year,
The main fact which we have to start from and to bear always in
mind for a better understanding for ourzgelves and of our mission,
is that more or less cousciously we have replied to an intelle-
gtual vocation and that in order to be coherent and complete in
our answer to it, we have'nt to consider the University moment
as casual or fragmentary or isolated but as that one which preparcs
ourselves to a proper insertion into society and into the whole
life, through that capacity of critical deep judgement which is
the characteristic of the University migthod.
In this way the University egperience will not be seen in con-
trast or outside the ceptral vocation of a woman (the family,
8. 8.) but as the moment in which we learn a very important
means of "forming" ourselves. In all our more true "personality™
and we conguer that "style of life" which is typical of a Uni-
versity experience (critical scientifical, capacity of judging,
attention to reality, cultural evalation of experience, etc.) and
remains a richness in the life of a person. It is, then, clear
that the constant task of a zirl at University is that of reali-




ging an equilibium between her own extra Universitarin in-
terests and the life of study and research,avoinding the two
extreme dangers of living the University moment in an inade= -
quate and insufficient way or of closingz herself only in her
study losing every liaison with the reality and the history of
today.

I ask you to reflect on this problem, to add other elements, to
see how our Federations repley to our needs and to look for
more realistic ways to serve the community.

I acclude some bibliography that, with the help of girls of
other Federation, I have collected for you. It may be useful to
fund a first study and a fig$s meditation.

For the moment, I send you all my best wishes of serene holidays,
while I look forward to repeiving your commens and suggestions
J| o be used in an international meeting.

Yours sincerely in Christ.

M. Cristina Giorcelli.
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