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AGAINST THE BACKGROUND of Mount Fuji, former heads of state or government including

former West German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and former Japanese Prime Minister Takeo
Fukuda pose for photographers at Hakone Prince Hotel in Kanagawa Prefecture, the venue of

their annual “Old Boys' Summit."

‘Old Boys’ Agree Population

Main Bairii

HAKONE, Kanagawa Pref,
(Kyodo) — A group of 21 former
heads of state and government
agreed Tuesday that the
world's growing populalion
poses the greatest problem for
cconomic and social develop-
ment in the world today.

That view came out in the
first working session here of Uhe
International Council, a private
forum of former presidents and
prime ministers from 30 coun-
tries around the world.

“There is a consensus (in the
meeting) that population is a
most important issue facing us
today,"” said Tukeo Fukuda, o
former Japanese prime minis-
ter and prime mover behind the

so-called “Old Boys® Summit,"”

The session focused primarily
on the interaction between
population, environment and
cconomic development, and the
role that governments should
play in tackling this issue, offi-
cials said.

Fukuda, who chaired an ex-
pert group Lo study the issue,
submitted a report W the meel-
ing calling for multinational
efforls “across national fron-
tiers™ Lo tackle the population
problem and ensure stabiliza-
lion of the world's population,
conference sources said,

On environmental issues, Jim
MacNeill, seeretary-peneral of
the World Commission on En-
vironment and Development,
who was invited to make a pre-
sentation Lo the meeting,
asserled that there was “mas-
sive deterioration in the en-
vironmental basis for economic
development in the Third
World.

Maria de Lourdes Pintasilpo,

érite Development

a former Portuguese prime
minister, said the lack of eco-
nomic and social development
lies “at the very rool" of the
prowing problems that the
world faces today.

Speaking on behall of the
council at the news bricfing, she
culled on the private sector and
rescarch institutes to pool their
resources for economic de-
velopment in the developing
countries.

The council is expected to
lurn to the questions of world
peace and security, as well as
economic revilalization in the
next two days of discussion
here.

The council session, which
was opened in‘Tokyo Monday, is
the fourth in an annual series
first convened in Vienna in 19,
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