' ROBERT McCLOUGHIN, Lisbon, portrays the man who is difﬁ}di

Eanes, keeper of Portugal’

“ PRIME ;; MINISTER
needed. Competent and
democrat, with or without ex-
perience. Good contacts and
party support required. Very

| serious business. To start im-

mediately,”” As this mock
advertisement on the front
page of a leading Lisbon
weekly suggests, there is no
obvious choice of a successor
to Mario Soares as Portugal's
new premier, and whoever
President  Antonio-Ramalho
Eanes picks, from now on it
is he himself who will be
playing the leading role.
After two years of referee.
ing for the politicians, the
shy soldier president is at
last being forced on to the
field. Now that the four
major parties: have effec-
tively ruled out the possibil-
ity of a compromise that
could last until the next
stheduled elections in 1980 it
is up to him to find some
way of enabling the new
democracy to go on function-
ing.
The events of the last two
weeks, with party leaders
tearing up the work of weeks
of tough bargaining and
angrily  denouneing  each
other, have made the {task
seem indeed a “ very serious
business.” Eanes must decide
whether to choose a party
member, an independent civi-
Han or a military figure fo
try to arrange a reconcilia-
tion. Beyond that he must
decide whether fo recall the
national assembly now fo
prepare for elections eatly
next vear, or dissolve it and
hold them immediately on
the basis of an old register
that would exclude nearly
one million mnew voters.
According to the constitution,
he could go beyond these
limits: in spite of their deep
suspicion of the potential
“ Bonapartist” role he could
theoretically build, The par-
ties have by their actions
encourtged him 1o head
towards one-man rule,
Fortunely for them, the 43.
year-old president has seen
his job almost solely in

terms of prolecting one of
Europe’s youngest and most
vulnerable democracies from
wouldbe dictators. The
Portuguese made an unusual
choice in_ this unsmiling
officer with  hornrimmed
glasses and a taciturn man-
ner. Othe dominant figures
before him—the intellectual
dictators, Antonio Salazar
and Marcelo Caetano, the
eccentric, monocled General
Antonio de Spinola and the
revolutionary  hero, Major
Otelo  Carvalho—have all
been osutstanding, charismatic
individuals. Kanes, by con-
trast, has barely a trace of
their ambition

Yel no one doubts that the
voters knew exactly what
they were doing. Tired of
strong men who tried to im-
pose a personal vision not all
were prepared to shafe, they
chose one who could be re-

lied on to champion party

rule,

When Carvalho ard i3 il
low conspirator; wertivegr
the old regime on Aptil 25,
1974, Eanes was a lowly
major fighting in Angola.
Marked out by a record of
mild opposition to the war,
he was brought back to run
the national television ser-
vite. The following year he
resigned, shocked by a left.
wing charge of news bias.

Still smarting from this
himiliation by the radicals,
he rallied the moderates
among his fellow officers i
halt the Ieft-wing tide. As
rumours . of an imminent
Communist takeover grew
during the autumn of 1875,
he planned a £wi'litary oper-
ation against revellious cons-
cripts. Proof of a left-wing
conspiracy has never been
produced: What is certain ijs
that. Eanes's swift aclion on
the: might of November 25
put an end to all talk of
socialist  revolution. The
obscure soldier was hailed by
the three non-Communist
parties as the saviour of
democracy. He bfcame sup-
feme military commander
and was persuaded to run for

president, Winning with a
handsome 61 per cent that
put Carvalhe and two other
candidates in the shade,

During the first part of his
fiveeyear ferm Eanes has
been at pains fo leave the
day-to-day governing to
Soares, who as leader of the
largest party was an uncon-
troversial choice as prime
minister.  Meanwhile, the
Presiden! took up the cause
of the 2.5 millipn Portuguese
forced abroad by Salazar’s
economic policies, winning
important concessions for
them from foreign govern-
ments.

While Soares fought for a
place in the European Com-
munily,: Eanes tackled the
tricky issue of selling re-
formed, democratic Portugal
in the Third World; In June,
as a result of some persistent
diplomacy, he won the big-
gest prize: a reconciliation
with Anecla and fhe end of
yaars of 1wlusl =ispidon
with the faraes colvnies,

But FEanes's most vifal
function has been seen as a
bridge between the politi-
cians and the military.
“ Whether we like it or not,”
one leading Conservative
observed recently,  the mili-
tary is one of two political
forces in this country. Just
by existing it has great in-
fluence on what we do or
think. We know it doesn't
have the slightest desire for
a political role, but it is foo-
lish to think that it could
never interveme again. Eanes
is there to discourage that.”

The President moved
quickly and discreetly to re-
store the morale of the ser-
vices, battered by 13 vears of
agonising conflicts in Africa
and two of revolutionary
adventures at home. He paid
sl[_(secia-l atfention to streng-
thening Portugal’'s role in
NATO, building a new crack
brigade equipped with arms
provided by the United Sates
and West Germany. Yet his
action has been too discreet
for some senior officers, who

privately wish he would abol-
ish his leftist-dominated ad-
visory Council of . the
Revolution, resign as overall
commander and leave the
task of weeding out the poli-
tically-minded officers to a
full-time professional.

The son of a building
worker and a housemaid
from a central rural

district, Eanes has a rough
direciness  that (ogntrasts
sharply with the smeoth con-
fidlence of other national
leaders. State visits by,
among others, President Gis-
card d'Estaing, President
Tito and Spain’s King Juan
Carlos, brought a crop of
jokes about his protocol
gaffes,

His conspicuous austerity
— he has been known to fly
abroad in a creaky prop
plane rather than the presi-
dential jet — has gone down
well with a people pressured
by high prices and acutely
¢orde oy of the exiravagance
or sume of weir other leaders.
He is shown to be well ahead
of his rivals in the polls and
most people think he will be
re-elected easily in 1981.

If, that is, he can overcome
the doubts raised by his first
set of political decisions. He
has c¢reated much distrust of
the Left by inviting the Presi-
dent of the dictatorship,
Americo Tomas, a man. mor-
ally responsible for 16 years
of police tortures and
murders, to return from exile
in the interests of * humanity
and national reconciliation.”

Moral consideralions also
lay behind his refusal to
allow the Socialists to con-
finue in ‘government once
they had been abandoned by
their Conservative partners.
Had he let the arrangement
die a natural death, according
1o some observers, he woul
have gained time to. work o
something to take its plac
As it is, they say, he ma
have helped to create th
worst confusion for three
years with no obvious solu-
tion in sight.
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