do. But that is a different story. When re;
aftribution changes the supply of an artisys
wRrks, it has the same effect. The famobus
privwar re-attribution of the Giorfione
Alleégdale Nativity to Titian  (by Bérnard
Berengon) hit its value simply begéuse no
more than half a dozen Giorgighes may
have sukyived, while Titian was g#ill hard at
it when De died at over 90.

But thet apart, does it alf really make
sense ? The respectable gnswer, which
applies in thé case of the Cgnstables, is that
it is right and\proper thay/ works of art by
a perceptive ani original/artist should com-
mand a higher ‘price tfan paintings by a
chap who simply\ foligwed in his father's
footsteps. John Co W, ble really did change
the direction of Engish painting, by seeing
our landscape for fhe first time in a way
which was genuifiel)\ English and not a
mere derivative of Italkan Jmirdaz if Lionel
embellished and repriph:
style, that is Aot the
less respectajle answer iX that the price of
paintings, ljke the prices\of houses, is in-
fluenced by fashions and

passions fof individual lectors, and
museum Airectors and trustées. The eight-
eenth céntury portraits wh commanded

dizzy prices in the 1920s would\be a drug
on the market today if most of
not yhercifully locked up in Americaw_public
gdlferies. Perhaps one day, there maneven
befa fashion for collecting the works\ of
Constable fils,

He won’t succeed
without help

The birth pangs of Portuguese demo-
eracy have been appallingly prolonged and
are not over yet, The most hopeful aspect
of the new Government which was sworn in
yesterday is that its leader, Mr Nobre Da
Costa, appears to be a relaxed and confi-
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dent man whose character contains none: of
the elements of the prima donna which
occasionally marred the political comduct
and judgment of his Socialist predecessor,
Mr Soares. If Mr Da Costa can govern Por-
tugal calmly until there has been electoral
reform followed by fresh elections he will
have done his country a memorable service.
His Government will be the ninth since the
Portuguese dictatorship was overthrown in
1974 ; nine governments in four years are
more than is good for any demmcracy,
especially for a new one.

What makes the immediate future look
even harder for the Portuguese is that they
have four major national problems and a
hung Parliament. Mr Soares might, perhaps,
have behaved more calmly in gowernment
and less nervously following his digmissal if
his party had held more than 102 parlia-
merti=r segts out of 262. Cre hundred and
e ueatls o not Mrfar any imperative or
imposing right to govern, which is what Mr
Soares sometimes seemed to think he had.
Nor, in the end, had he managed to solve
the four problems — agrarian reform, the
creation of a national health service, the
absorption of the colonists retarned from
Africa and, above all, Portugal's continuing
economic crisis,

Faced with a divided House and some
highly unimaginative financial condifions im-
posed on Portugal by the IMF, Mr Soares
himself cannot be blamed too severely for
these failures. But what matiers now is
not just the reception the new government
gets In Portugal — and particularly the atti-
tude which Mr Soares himseM chooses fo
take to it — but what sort of a chance the
outside world is prepared to give it. If the
Western Community is not prepared to put
more muscle behind Portugal's attempt to
establish a2 well-rooted and viable system of
demoeratic government, then there is every
danger that it will be left in the end with
some form of government which is very
much less desirable than either Mr Soares
or Mr Da Costa is trying to provide.




