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of Catholic Students (IMCS) International Catholic Movement for Intellectual and Cultural Afairs (ICMICA)

Editorial

On January 25 last, feast of the Conwversion of
Saint Paul, when the week of prayer for unity in the Christian world
was drawing to a close, His Holiness Pope John XXII announced to
the Cardingls, assembled in the Roman basilica of the Apostle of the
Gentiles, his intention of calling an ecumenical Council for the univer-
sal Church.
The Holy Father made this announcement solemnly, with all the weight
of his authority as supreme shepherd, anxious for the spiritual good
of the entire world, and with the emotion of “the servant of the ser-
vants of God” whom the Huoly Spirit has inspired to take a decision
of incalculable importance, Later, on April 27, the Holy Father addres-
sed the Catholic faithful throughout the world, inviting them to implore
God’s blessing on the preparatives for the Council,
We cannot but reply whole-heartedly to the Holy Father's invitation,
all the more so since he renewed it in a very special way to us, the
members of Pax Romana. This was on April 6 when he received some
of our leaders at an audience for the meeting concerned with recep-
tion of Asian and African students in Europe.
Moreover it will be easy for us to join our prayers to those of the
universal Church, because the mere news of the Council made our
hearts leap for joy. As much as at the news itself, we rejoiced at the
radication, that the Council woulc- dec! zoith the restoration of Christian
vity.
Pax Romiana has always sought to make its modest contribution to
the search for unity. With all our strength and with the necessary
prudence, we have striven to prepare the ways of the Lord along lines
which may lead to unity. We are well aware that, in a spirit of total
submission to the teachings of the Church, the path towards unity lies
through prayer, mutual knowledge and understanding, and brotherly
love. We have tried to practise this first of all towards those nearest
to us: Christian students and intellectuals, unfortunately separated from
the Church, but wvery close to us through their desire to meet Christ
and to bring the university world to Him.
What can we offer to our Holy Father the Pope to assure him of our
goodwill and to help him carry out his great plan? We know well that
it is hardly up to us, lay people, huinble sons of the Church, to take
an active part in the deliberations of the Council. But assuredly it
is up to us to put our knowledge and experiences at the service of
those who must deliberate therein. We therefore feel this is the time
to make a thorough enquiry into the extent of our relations with our
separated brethren. So many Catholic activities, on the social, educa-
tional and even apostolic level, run parallel to those of other confessions.
Have we thought of taking example from the good which our brethren
accomplish in these fields? Have we taken an interest in their studies
on problems which also retain our attention in the cultural order, for
the respect of human rights or for the selution of racial and social
difficulties?
We feel that the mere effort of taking stock of our links and conver-
gencies with mon-Catholic Christians in the different fields of our acti-
vity could constitute a valuable preparation for the meetings of minds
and hearts. By the same token, it might provide an answer which we
could give to the Holy Father, with our daily prayer for the accom-
plishment of his inspired decision.
This is the idea behind the proposal which Pax Romana put before the
Conference of the International Catholic Organizations and which, God
willing, will soon be put into operation.



Catholics and Eggheads:
AMERICAN CATHOLIC INTELLECTUALIS

by Rev. Gustave Weigel, S.J.
Professor of Ecclesiology in Woodstock College, Maryland, USA.

Extracts from a paper presented to the annual meeting of
the Catholic Commission on Intellectual and Cultural
Affairs at the University of Chicago, April 27, 1957. It is
reproduced here by permission of the editors of “The
Review of Politics” in which it appeared under the title
of “American Catholic Intellectualism — A Theologian’s
Reflections”,

Ever since the First World War; a new temper is to be
found both in the world of the sciences and the
Church. The intellectuals of today do notr quarrel with
religion and many modern Catholics, clerical and lay, have
entered into secular intellectual life with enthusiasm. So
many of these men are deeply religious and patently devored
to the Church. Some feel no tension in their two devorions,
Pope after Pope has repeated the Thomistic doctrine that
there can be no conflice berween natural knowledge and
the knowledge of faith. With this principle, many Catholic
intellectuals are quite content. l}l'um: are others who
vaguely feel some division in their souls because of their
double allegiance to faith and secular learning. They are
even trying to overcome the division so that two allegian-
ces will fuse. Our moment is propitious to such endeavours
because science is giving a new importance to religion and
the Church is blessing Catholic scientists over and over
again.
What is the theological attitude to the present situation ?
-I would say that it is confused. Ler—us see some of these
attitudes as concretized on the Amivicun scthe 7 lere—he
weak presence of Catholics in national” schofarship is 4
Catholic problem.
In this country there are theologians who consider the
problem an apologetic one. It is a fact that in the United
States, where the Catholics form something between a
fifth to a third of the population, the proportion of
Catholics in American scholarship is nowhere near the
overall figure.... It has been my fortune to visit many
of the large universities of the country. On the student
level, I have come to expect a Catholic population of at
least a fifth of the total in the average eastern university,
but on the faculties there are rarely enougth to make u
& twentieth of the whole. Of course, the situation is
different in our Catholic institutions where both faculey
and students are well over ninety per cent Catholic. Yer,
more than fifty, perhaps as much as seventy-five per cent
of the Catholic college and university student population

are not in these Catholic centers, and consequently they
study where the Catholic scholar is not numerically con-
spicuous,

How does the American Catholic theologian apologize for
this indisputable lack of Catholic intellectuals ? Some
initially try to deny that there is a lack, but the more
attention they give to the statistics relevant to the situation,
the less they are inclined to insist on this approach. Some
goint to a supposedly large number of invisible scholars,
ut since these are im'isib?c there is so little you can say
about them.

There are other theologian apologetes who analyze the
situation with a more subtle ractic. They admit that a
Fau-cit}' of Catholic intellectuals in secular disciplines is a
act and they admiv thar it can be regretted. However, the
regret need not be a wail. There is a sufficiency of
Catholic scholarship in theology and it is most productive.
To take the acceprance of secular society as a norm for
valid Catholic scholarship is, for these apologetes, an error.
Scholarship is 2 medium for the attainment of truth. But
truth is idl::ntical with the genuine teaching of the Catholic
Church. We can point to many who are giving this
teaching eclearly and logically. American Catholic scholar-
ship from this point of view has not failed. It has been

" eminently successful.

This position rests on tacit assumptions; some dubious,
others irrelevant. From the standpoint of faith, the simplest
Baltimore Catechism gives the truth. Yet no one would
call it ]a_monumens a'fg theological scholarship. ... Besides,
the problin of the-seirdity of Catholics in intellectual life
is' not primariy a question of theology. The intellectual
life spreads over a wide field of interests. Wherever there
are Catholics there will be some kind of theology. But
even for i, its orthodoxy is no proof of its scholary worth.
There 'is a third type of theologian who does not consider
American Catholic weakness in scholarship a theological
ptoblem at all.... The American Catholic problem is a
sociological one, not theological. The peculiar situation of
a Church, whose historical roors are a non-intellectual
proletariat, gathered from all over Europe and only recently
rising to economic conditions requisite for scholarly dedi-
cation, is the cause of our poor intellectual showing.
Basically these theologians are right. However, there is one
point which they must consider before they make the
problem the exclusive concern of the sociologists. The
problem is indeed sociological but one dimension of it is
specifically religious.
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The intellectual is an explorer into the yer unfamiliar
arcas of truth. Because the areas are unfamiliar,- the
scholar is in great part on his own. His only staff is the
methed of scholarship, something not understood or appre-
ciated by society at large, Society exists in terms of set
structures erected by the past to meet problems of the
past. Society and those who direct it are attached to these

structures. 1o questions the structure or to criticize it, is.

for them equivalently an invitation to suicide

In Catholicism this is perhaps truer than in other societies.
The Church must, by divine mission, guard the deposit of
faith. Any novelty, even when it is -m:S}I renovation rather
than innovation, is suspected. It seems that; to keep the
deposit of faith, it is safest to keep all of its expressions
not only formally but even materially as we received them
from the past. - !

To this rendency the scholar is a threat.... To study is to
judge. To judge is to criticize. But eriticism makes the
eriticized d{:!mg a defendant at the bar rather than the
judge. When this is done the phénomenon under study loses
its inviolability. ... This explains the suspicion people have
against the intellectual. The cold, calm, ivory-tower con-
templative is potentially subversive, He seems to live in
isolation and a plane far removed from pedestrian life.
Yer he threatens the structure of man's work-a-day world. .

5 % *

There is a quasi-theological preoccupation which can
attempt to play & part in the solution of the problem. The
sociological need of Catholics in the diverse intellectual
fields is so obvious that it is widely seen. Some Catholic
masters in secondary and college schools feel that Cathelic
absenteeism in. scholarship is harmful to the Catholic so-
ciety, but this feeling is based on the supposition that the
harm derives from the fact that current sccular science
does no teach the lessons of the Church. Hence, they urge
their students to enrter into intellectual life to be apostles,
as they say....

e root sin of this concenrion! if) dh Foler of iz Cathbil
scholar is that it is once ‘more an sthvnnpr ‘el domusdicate
science and knowledge. If we cannot control science b
an appeal to the normative power of theology, we shaﬂ
bore from within so that, because of our representatives,
future science will admit what the present intellectuals
will not....

(But) the intended apostolate of the intellectual can be
only one - the rational contemplation of truth, finite or
infinite. The scholar looks for truth as framed by his
discipline. That is why he is a scholar. Since scholarship is
not solipsistic, the scholar extends the vision of truth not
only in himself bur also in society. The Catholic scholar’s
apostolate is therefore to contemplate, to dedicate himself
zealously and whole-heartedly to the investigations of his
discipline. This will sanctify him and sanctify society
through him. Any other a lic good shich sprouts as a
side-issue from his scholarly work will be incidental, even
if highly desirable. Even if the incidental offshoots are not
forthcoming, the scholar is justified by his scholarly pur-
suit.

However, this missionary preoccupation of some Catholic
recruiting agents for the intellectual life is more a socio-
logical, than theological aspect in our Catholic commu-
nity. ... Tt seems that the basic fact is that scholarship is
not widely esteemed in our Catholic Community, and this
lack of esteem comes from a widespread ignorance of what
the thing really is.

One common persuasion among us is that intellectual is
the same as intelligent. Yet it should be very plain to all
that not all intellectuals are markedly intelligent and most
intelligent men are not intellectuals. Others consider a stu-
dious temperament to be scholarship. A sincere affection for
reading and acquiring knowledge would thus be essence of
intellectualism. But studiousness is not scholarship, even
though the scholar must to some degree be studious. .. For

+

all these men the Spanigrds have a word. They are intellec-
tualoids. Yet in vast areas of our American Catholic com-
munity, the intellectualoid is given the place of the in-
tellectual.

Another common persugsion among our people is that
smart boys should go into the priesthood. at is not
recognized is that priestly formation need not be scholarly
nor is scholarship its true aim. Theé seminary wants to
train ministers ofp the Church. It hopes that some of them
will become scholars but it does nor consider it its function
to make them so.

Another source of disorientation is the manner of teaching
fuhilosbphy in our Catholic colleges. Rightly Catholic col-
eges make much of their philosophy course. It is undoub-
tedly one of the richest of the liberal arts. In Catholic
insututions it is held up as a high point of scholarship, all
other secular disciplines being inferior to it

But what many a student experiences in these courses
makes him vilipend philisophy and consequently scholar-
ship which is supposed to be identical with it.... A ver-
balized scheme is offered and to this philosophy is often
reduced. The search for meaninﬁ and the exhilirating -
spiritual experience of intellecrual discovery have no place
in such courses.... This is not creative philosophy, not
valid scholarship. If this is intellectualism, the average
student is quite right in wanting no part of it

The religious though not theological factors at work in
preventing greater aumbers of scholars are principally two.
The first is a vague widespread persuasion that young
people with manifest capacity for scholarship should be
directed to the priestly or religious life. This persuasion
does not favor the swelling of Catholic scholarly ranks
because it is not in general the function of priestly and
religious training to produce scholars. Secondly, it over-
looks the secular dimensions of current scholarship, distrac-
ting the attention of youngsters away from the appeal of
the secular disciplines. |

The more important feature of our American Catholic
body is its obsession with the apologetic defense of Catholic
positions eyer{locking to verbal debate with opporents
vhe sre only oo ccrioas of subjective fear, This defense
mentality produces insécurity in the general body. Ortho-
doxy is a constant preoccupation, producing an abiding
complusion to make this orthodoxy capable of overcoming
unrecognized deviations within the group and eritical
artacks from withour,

The insecurity animating the apologetic spirit of Catholic
teachers makes them prone to undermine the real work
of inrellecsualism. They wish to prevent the students from
meeting thought which has not yer been apologetically
sterilized. ... This kind of training leads away from scholar-
ship. The postulate of all scholarly investigation is the
nagging existence of mystery. The training of not a few
young Catholics makes them believe that there is no
mystery. It is all objectively clear and the category schemes
of the past can make it manifest. ¥ that is so, there is
nothing more to be done. It has been done already and
why waste time doing it over again? Better to dedicate one’s
life to something more rewarding,

The practical question is what are we to do about it....
Perhaps the only thing that can be done and the only
thing that n be d%mc is to draw attention to the
inadequacy of our intellectual situation in the present.
What is required is a general awareness of what we need
and an awareness that the need is not being filled. The
more we become aware of it, the nearer we shall be to
the moment when the situation will be better. Our moment
is more _proﬁi:ious' than we rthink. The young people
studying in the universities vaguely feel that something is
pot.rihght and thar feeling is conducive to discovering what
is right.

Esteem for scholarship will not be produced by legislation
or even construction of programs. It is a matter of creative
love.... But one error we must avoid. There must be no



urging of youth to a life of scholarship with the whip of
the Churcﬁ‘s need. ... It must not be sought because of
a good extrinsic to it. There is no need to propose the
good of secular contemplation as a merely natural good.
Not only is it licit but highly _praisewcrt{y, for next to
the contemplation of God, the contemplation of God's
creation is the noblest action of man.

We are all in the hands of God. If the Lords wants a more
dynamic scholarly group in the American Church, He will
raise it up, and no man can get in His way. If he does not
want it, no man will be able to produce it. It is not
arrogance to believe that the interest already aroused for
this cause is already a manifestation of God’s action among
us. Let Him bring to term what he has begun.

Socialism means what for Polish students

by Thom Kerstiéns

Norwithstanding conferences on top, demi- and semi-top
levels, the political leaders of the world have not yer
managed to put the longing of their peoples for peace into
solid agreements. It looks as if, for some time to come
mankind has to go on living in an era of uneasy peace.
However, one of the hopeful signs is the increasing ex-
change of persons and information between people in the
West- and East-European countries. It might offer an oppor-
tunity for dialogue berween the students living in such
different circumstances. It might also show the students
of the West that the only \-af‘unbie weapon they have is
not their material superiority nor their striking power, but
their respect for human dignity in all its aspects. That this
respect, so heavily trodden upon during the Stalinistic era
is cherished by many of the young people in the universi-
ties in the communist countries, has come to light in a
sociological survey tundertaken by the Department of So-
ciology at the University of Warsaw in 19571
Before going into some of the results of this survey, we
feel it is well to recall a little history to our readers.
The Polish nation; for which the Western Powers went to
war in 1939, has been one of the greatest victims of this
terrible event. About 5 to 6 millian people were killed
during the war. In Warsaw alone riarh Hlan 160700 diea
during the famous insurrection. No wender ‘tiki «lic- o
of the war found Poland, a nation and a young generation
bled white and enormously fatigued, but with a deep
expectation of something berter to come. However, this
expectation soon came to nought, and berween 1948 and
1956, the Polish youth underwent the hardship of the
Stalinistic era. Surprisingly enough the October Revolution
of 1956 found a Polish youth which had no lack of idealism
and behaved with 'a realism and a political maturity as
seldom seen before.
Ir is against this background that we must see the sociolo-
gical study made among 725 students at Warsaw University.
One of the first aims of the study was to find out in how

Scene ai a student meeting in Warsaw Polytechnic
during the historic month of October 1956.
(The Student)

Marel WLODARSKI: Head - gouache. (Poland)

far the imposed ideology had really taken root among the
students. In how far had a regime which for 8 years had
tried to indoctrinate its youth, with all the means at its
disposal, succeeded.

The first question put to the students was:

‘Do you want the world to take the road of socialism, in
whateyer form 2"

This question was intended to test the emotional reaction
to the term “socialism”, which in Poland was used to
deseribe the communist experiment,

The answers were:

positively yes 24.6%
rather yes 44.7%0
no opinion 18.2%
rather no 8.7%
positively no 1.9%

The surveyors then tried to analyse what the students
understood by the term “socialism in whatever form”. Their
first question was to see whether the students wanted a
socialism in which all private enterprise was taken over by
the state as advocated by the regime in Poland before
October 1956.

“In your opinion, what are the fields in which complete
freedom may be left to private initiative ?”

The answers showed that the students made a clear distine-
tion between handcrafts, retail trade and small industrial
enterprises on the one hand, and big industrial enterprises

5




and wholesale business on the other. The overwhelming
majority, from 62—96%u felt that the first category should
be left entirely to private enterprise, while only 5.5% felt
that heayy industry should be in the hands of private
enterprise. *

Another question was put to see how the students reacted
to the workers’ councils which were introduced after
October 1956, and were meant to give the workers a
greater say in the running of industry. The answers were
decidedly positive as is shown:

The workers’ councils should run the enterprise

themselves 54.8%
The workers’ councils should acr as a consiltative

body 27.9%,
The workers' councils are useless 4.8%0
- No opinion 12.4%0

These answers show clearly that the students’ opinion of
socialism does not imply that the state should run the whole
show, but that sufficient scope should be left to private
enterprise and that with regard to the big industries, again
the workers and not the state should have the main say,
The abhorrence of state intervention is shown even more
clearly if we look at the gquestion:

“Do you consider legitimate, the limitation of civic rights
by the state for the achievement of social goals 2"

The students answered:

Yes, I find this legitimate, even over a long period  6.6%
Yes, I find this legitimate, but not for a long period 15.7%
Yes, I find this legitimate, but only in exccptional

cases and for a very short time 52.3%0
I find this absolutely inadmissible 21.5%0
No opinion 3.3%

Clearly the majority of the Polish students did not like
the idea of the state interfering with civic rights, as was the
normal practice in Poland |dutirg ke Stiliniso pericd.

If we return to our first questioi, e Bdiarthye 69,3004 (o)
the students favoured a development in a socialist direction
under whatever form. That this did not mean they
approved of the communist way is shown from the answers
to' the other questions. How little marxism had really
attracted the students might by shown by the answers to
the question: “Are you a marxist ?”

definitely yes 1.8%0
rather yes 11,4%0
no opinion 17.2%
rather no 33.7%
definitely no 34.1%0

In many a Western university the answers might well have
been more favourable for the marxist than in this country
which experienced 8 years of marxism. That the period
1948—1956 had livtle attraction for the Polish student
youth is also shown by the answers to the question:

“In your opinion, what will be the judgement of future
historians on the years 1945—1955"

Definitely favourable 0.8%0
Rather favourable underlining negative aspects  27.0%
Rather unfavourable while undcrﬁning positive

aspects 57.7%
Definitely unfavourable 12.6%0

To coexist or not fo exist? That is the question.
(drawing by E. Lipinski in “Poland”)

Clearly therefore the Polish students were dissatisfied with
the regime, and the October Revolution was generally
considered a turn for the better, as can be seen tﬁe follo-
wing answers:

Do you think that

* the October events Definitely Rather

No change

Raghies Defiialy No opinion No answer

brought improvement? € ¥es o pot

In the international

situation of the country 18.5 % 69.5 oy 0.8 9y 0.4 0y 2.6 0.6 %
In the structure

of our economic system 6.1 68.7 13.5 3.3 0.7 26 1.5
In the political atmosphere

in the country? 24.1 57.5 3.3 0.4 3.2 1.2
In the standards of living

of the people 0.7 46.1 28.8 15.6 1.5 — 7.3

Finally it is interesting to note that there was little correlation berween the religious beliefs of the student and the desire for

a not oo clearly defined socialism:
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“Do you want the world to go the road of socialism, in whatever form ?”

9 according to Positively Rather Positivel
. y
unfe'l;ﬁ?l':n ‘I;eliel'a yes yes No opinion Rather not P No answer
Believers * 6.8 O 49.6 9y .18.9 18.5 % 3.4 oy 2.8 o
Non-Believers 11.7 52.5 13.9 14.3 4.5 2.9

* Believers refer to Catholics since the vast majority of Pales are members of the Roman Catholic Church,

We have also seen the marked difference in the reactions
towards socialism and marxism. Whereas 69.3% were in
favour of some kind of socialism, only 13.29 were con-
vinced, or more or less, marxist. It is also inreresting to
see whether a correlation exists berween religious heliefs
and marxism. Only 0.4% (2 persons) stated that they
were believers and marxists, and 6.3% that they were
believers and more or less marxists, while among the
non-helievers 4.8% declared themselves marxists and
25.1%0 more or less marxists.

This analysis shows that while one can note among the
students in Warsaw different forms of symbiose between

Miss Jarmicki from Canada has been English-language
secretary in the General Secretarviat of Pax Romana
since October 1858, At 22, Evva is "the baby" in the
office, and one of its most talented members. Born in
Poland, she has lived In Cdnada since [194]  Rie is
' bi-lingual English and Polish od] spealy bt el
She has a B. A. degree from \he Walversiny-ciZievonio,
is an Asaociate of the Royal Conservatory of Toronto
(plays theé piano) and “‘sometime’’ will get round to
finishing the two-years course in Journalism which she
began at Carleton University, Ottaws, in 1957. During
lunch-hour, she writes articles for Canadlan papers,
mostly on the Swiss scene — the vote for women,
edpcation, the fuss over the 44-hour week etc. She
edited the articles “Ladies on Camera" which were
published in the Pax Romana Journal, ntmbers 1 and

The 1959 Pax Romana meeting for women students
took place in. London, from April 6—13. Miss Hilda
Grael and Father Willlam Lawson were among the
speakers who addressed the group of about twenty
delegates from Holland, France, Germany, Canada, the
United States, Poland, and the host country, England.
The purpose of the meeting was to study the essence
and significance of womanhoed, its meaning in the
world today and the role it should play. Participants
heard daily lectures on the historical, psychological,
physiological and sociological aspects of the topie, then
discussed in groups and all together.

Woman was created by God for Adam as “a mate of
his own kind”, for companionship on egual {erms.
Yet after the Fall, Woman's status fell to one of ser-
vility, relieved only by the “Fiat” of Our Lady and
the Church of her son. Since then, she has slowly won
back her eguality — it must be admitted that the
actual situation, however, is due more {o the mercenary
emancipation of the industrial era than to the reinsta-
tement of human dignity made by Christianity.

And the actual situation is, obviously, not a satisfactory
one. Women are frustrating themselves by insisting
they are equal fo men, ignoring obvious differences
in inclinations and abilities. Wars and suffragettes
have brought them into men’s fields; feminists have

Ladies on Camera

Report on the meeting for women students

religion and a certain socialistic attitude, the marxist ideo-
logy is clearly antagonistic towards religion and people
who believe and practise their religion have a negative
atritude towards marxism. This will not surprise any of
our readers, but might be of interest to the few Catho-
lics: who still think that a combination of the two is
possible.

1) The survey was undertaken by Zofia Josefowicz, Stefan
Nowak, Anna Pawelesynska,

2) It should be noted that heavy industry was relatively little
developed in Poland before the war and was largely run
by foreign capital.

by Evva Jarmicki

rendered feminity ‘undignified’. One would not exag-
gerate so very much by saying that woman's role
foday falls into either of these two general fields:
Sex. or ungualiliéd gguality with man. The former
jtitvde cauvses nae-ceatracuess in Society; the latter
makes out of woman a competitor.

Trends today indicate that women are becoming aware
of the profound unbalance which their misguided
predecessors of the last fifty years have brought about.
In America they are making it known that they want
to be ‘just women’ again, and let the men have back
their authority, These inclinations can only lead to the
complete re-establishment of social balance if women
recognize the implications of their nature and realize
them.

As in the time of Adam, so today, men and women
are meant to be equal companions, playing comple-
mentary roles on the stage of Life. Only by harinoni-
zing the unigue gifts given to each can achieve har-
mony in Society.

It is useless to talk of returning women to “children,
church and cooking”, for economic progress has altered
Society irretrievably, But since the essential facls of
womanhood remain unchanged, the realities of eco-
nomic progress must be made to correspond to them;
Woman's dignity must not suffer because of them.
Her infrinsic motherhood, her irrational but often
simply reasonable intuitiveness, her spirituality, and
interest in ‘being’ rather than in ‘doing’ — these
features to which men have turned throughout the ages
— must be recognized and returned to their position
of value. And above all, the fact that men and women
are created to complement, not compete with, one
another, must be respected.

No more perfect example of womanhood than Our
Lady will ever be found. In her one sees the obedience
and initiafive, the courage and humility, the unsélfish
motherhood and boundless Love for God and Man
which every woman can imitate if only she wills to
be a woman.



4 reeﬂéf a religious appraisal

by Rev. Marc Macrionitis, S.J.

Father Macrionitis is chaplain to the Catholic students in Athems. Last summer,
he brought two of his students (or rather his “children” as he affectionately called
them) to the Interfederal Assembly of Pax Romana and to the Vienna Congress.

Introduction

Last November, through the intermediary of the
General Secretariat, the Pax Romana federation in
Athens sent a pathetic appeal to the other federations
of the IMCS, outlining the difficulties and f{rials facing
the Catholic Church and Catholic students in their
country. They begged for moral and financial help:
“We ask you fo keep us informed of your activities,
your spiritual and social programmes .= At the same
time, encouraged by your friendship and the feeling
of selidarity which unifes us, we wish to tell you how
gratefully we would receive any kind of help — books,
reviews and even money. Your help would allow us
to increase and intensify our aclivities in favour of
the Catholic Church in Greece, where it is threatened
with extinction”. In erder %p give our me:bers scme
background to the appea , 4ne Erityi|l Fourl sked
Fr. Macrionitis to skefch the sivaavion.

The religious situation

Greece has 8 million inhabitants who, with the exep-

tion of a tiny minority, are all Orthodox. The
Greek people is, by nature, deeply religious, but be-
cause of the materialist spirit of the age and the
absence of elementary religious formation, many are
fundamentally indifferent to religious values and espe-
cially towards their Church. According to recent statis-
tics by a professor from the University of Salonica;
7% of the population goes to church on Sundays. Youth
is sceptic and materialistic. People between the ages
of 45 and 50 are indifferent, though the villagers
preserve deeper, more genuine religious sentiments.
The Greek Orthodox Church is a national autocepha-
lous Church which maintains ties with' the Patriarch
of Constantinople. At ifs head is the Archbishop of
Athens, but it is governed by the Permanent and
General Synods. Some figures will give you an idea
of the situation: there are 78 bishoprics, TB60 priests
for 8,700 parishes and 1700 chapels. Monastic life is
on the decline with 2790 monks and nuns for 279
monasteries. The monasteries on Mount Athos, which
at the turn of the century had 6000 monks, have only
2700 today. Here I should point out that almost all
the Orthodox priests have a very elementary cultural,
theological and spiritual formation which is quite
inadequate for modern needs. Most of them are
married. However, it is only fair to say that the reli-
gious authorities, alive to the situation, are making
great efforts to give a sounder religious formation fo
the clergy and people, and often seek inspiration in
methods used by the Catholic Church.
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Characteristic of the Orthodox Church are the ties
with the Greek State. The State is always represented
at important Church functions, by the Royal Procu-
rator, or by high civil servants of the Ministry for
Religious- Affairs. The Church is subsidised by the
Government which pays the priests and bishops.

The Catholic Church in Greece

The number of Roman Catholics is infinitesimal —
40,000 for the whole couniry or about 5% of the
population. Thirty years ago, there were 70,000 faithiul
but the number is now almost halved through the
absorption into the Greek Orthodox Church of large
numbers of Catholics who contract mixed marriages.
The main centres of Catholicism are Athens with
20,000 faithful, Syros with 7,000 and Tinos 4,000, But
v ran fad pockers of Cathelics in many regions.
They belong 0 the Latin rite except for a tiny group
of about 1,000 who follow the Greek rite. A bishop
with his seat at Athens looks after this little commu-
nity. There are three bishops for the Latin rite, with
seats at Athens, Syros. and Tinos. Last April as the
result of a motor accident, we lost Mgr. Marius
Macrionitis, aged 46, Archbishop of Athens. His death
was a grevious loss for the Greek Catholic Church
because he had accomplished much in a short time
and had bold plans for the future.

Catholicism in Greece is facing a particulary difficult

Temple of Apollo at Delphi



situation. Catholics are scattered among Orthodox
believers and, with the exeption of the Syros and
Tinos regions, they are far from their churches. The
great distances prevent the faithful from going to
church frequently, from méeting the clergy and foun-
ding Catholic Action groups. Think, for instance, of
Athens and its suburbs which form an almost circular
city with a diameter of 35—40 Ems. There are 20,000
Catholies in the area; Relations with Orthodox Chris-
tians, who are mostly indifferent, have a fatal in-
fluence on their religious convictions. The priests of
the six parishes must run after every family and every
individual to overcome inertia and indifference. Often
the families are of mixed religion, because of the
many mixed marriages, This naturally increases the
danger of carelessness in religious practices,

No modern Bible

Books and the Catholic press in general have a very
limited circulation. The weekly “Katholiki” has only
4500 Catholic readers for the whole country; the

Messenger of the Sacred Heart and the Bulletin of

St. Teresa of the Child Jesus have about 2,500. There
is no translation of the Gospels in modern Greek,
because an article of the constitution forbids it. There
is a Protestant edition, printed abroad, but it is poor
from every peoint of view. We hope that, despite
financial and legal difficulties, a Catholic edition of
the Gospels will be published soon.

Pax Romana group

The group has about 30 members and faces the same
difficulties as the Chureh. It was founded in 1935 and
was extiremely active for some time. Then it almost
died out and was litile more than a name. Thanks to
the encouragement of Thom Herstiéns, then SGenerdi
Secretary of Pax Romana-ITiCH, wlin visited \theas
in 1957, the movement was re-organized and is picking
up again. We have a wide programme of activities but
given our limited means, it is difficult to put it into
action. To give you an example, we hold our meetings
in a tiny room belonging to the Jesuif fathers who
are short of space themselves, No need to say that
we have no Iibrary and that the few books we have,
must remain in boxes.

Last year, two students and myself had the joy of
assisting at the Interfederal Assembly of the IMCS
and the Vienna Congress. We were deeply touched by
the expressions of sympathy and understanding shown
towards us by the delegates. We found these meetings
very profitable and they encouraged us to organize
our work bhetter.

Relations between the Catholic
and the Orthodox Churches

The Catholic and Orthodox populations live in great
harmony and peace. The diversity of religious beliefs
does not hinder collaboration and true friendship. The
Orthodox faithful who have had a chance to know
the Catholic .Church through personal contacis, the
radio, press and cinema, have a remarkable admiration
for Mother Church. This is clear from the large crowds
of Orthodox faithful who assist at Catholic services
specially during the big Church feasts.

Nevertheless those who only know Catholicism through
school books have completely false ideas, because
these texts paint the Catholic Church as being the
greatest corrupter of the spirit of Christ and of Chris-
tianity. It is heart-breaking to note the absence of all
truth both in writing and in the religious instruction

given to children and young people. Such an attitude
creates harmful prejudices in the way of Church
(0 Jbe)

In recent vears, the Ortnodox Church shows increasing
hostility towards the Catholic Church. The little com-
munity of Catholics of the Greek rite is often subject
to attack. Its members are called the emissaries of the
Vatican, whose aim is to corrupt the Orthodox, attract
them to the Papist Church and submit them to the
“a-politarchy” of the Vatican. Indeed the Orthodox
Faculty of Theology whose professors are all lay men,
and other eminent personalities of the Orthodox
Church, see in this community the main obstacle io
the union of the Churches. On the occasion of the
death of Pope Pius X1I and the election of John XXIII,
the Greek Orthodox Church alone did not send its
condolerices or congratulations, King Paul of Greece,
the Government and the entire Diplomatic Corps were
present at the Solemn Requiem Mass in the Catholic
Cathedral of Athens, but the Greek Orthodox Church
was not officially represented. ... Of course these are
little things, but they explain a certain deep-rooted
mentality. (Since this article was written, the Greek
Sovereigns have paid an official visit to His Holiness
John XXIII — the first since that of Emperor Jean
Paleologne. Ed.)

The crux of the problem is the primacy of the Bishop
of Rome, The reactions of official Orthodox milieux
on hearing John XXIII's announcement concerning
the Oecumenical Couneil, all refer to this point. In the
final analysis, the Orthodox Church is a national
church, and considers union to be more of a political
affair. It is an absurdity for Orthodox believers to
think of their national Church “submitting” to Rome.
But the Church of Rome does not speak of “submis-
sien” but of “union” of the Church. For submission is
not always union, while union is always a reciprocal
submission in the love of Christ.



They're “on the ball”

Report on the Pax Romana Federation at Lovanium

University, Léopoldville

Mr. Lambert, a student at Lovanium
University, represented the FECACORU
(Fédération des FEtudiants Catholiques
du Congo et du Ruanda-Urundi) at the
Interfederal Assembly of Pax Romana
in Eichstitt, Germany, last yvear. He
also attended the Vienna Congress with
seven other students from his Univer-
sity. Mr. Lambert is editor of “Présence
Universitaire”, the organ of "he Catho-
lic students of the Belgian (Coner and
Ruanda-Urundi, which will be reviewed
in ‘the next number of the Journal.

% * %

In hot climes, time doesn’t matter. So
do not be surprised if Pax Romana
Day was celebrated on May 3 and not
on March 7!
Rather than give you a history of the
Movement in the Congo and Ruanda-
Urundi, we prefer to tell you about
Pax Romana Day when we took stock
of our activities. You will see thar these
activities are not fabulous, but begin-
nings are never easy, whatever the lati-
tude,
The day began at 7.30 am. with Solemn
Mass, celebrated by Mgr. Cornelis,
Vicar Apostolic of IKE Katanga region,
and the ordination to the diaconate of
Tharcisse Tshibangu of the Faculty of
Theology and member of Pax Romana.
(Incidentally, ours is the first Faculty
of Theology in Africa since that of
Alexandria). Speaking of Christianity
in Africa, this theological student re-
cently commented: “It is only on con-
dition that we African Christians have
a personal sense of dedication which
makes us speak of my Christianity,
our Christianity, of the Church as my
Church, as our Church, that we can
expect positive results”. The Lovanium
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by Paul Lambert

Tharcisse
Tschibangu,
newly-ordained
dedcon, reads his
first Lesson.
(Photo DIA)

chorale of students and professors sang
the Missa Jubilaei by the Congolese
composer, Joseph Kiwele.

After mass and breakfast, about 100
people gathered for a meeting presided
by Mgr. Bruniera, Apostolic Delegate
to the Belgian Congo. Since the Pax
Romana group has only 40 active mem-
bers, we were very pleased at the large
poserantyy I his) psehing  speachl _tie
wrodidbny of elled IPldbfalion \spokie &f
Pax Romana Day as a chance to ac-
custom ourselves to the perspective of
the Universal Church, sz of our pride
in being hosts to the next African
regional seminar of Pax Romana. (The
Seminar is scheduled for Christmas
1959),

Since Ocrober 1958, the Federation has
concentrated on the study group tech-
nique, as counselled by the Interfederal
Assembly of Pax Romana, in Eichstitt
last year. We feel that the reports of
the three groups we run will benefit
other federations who may be experi-
menting along the same lines.

The three groups or teams are as
follows:

— Education and the Promotion of the
Africah Girl,

— Social Action,

— Native Customs and Christianity.

Education and the Promotion
of the African Girl

We are facing big problems in the
Congo. Since the foundation of the
universities here (ours, the Carholic
University of Lovanium, and the State
University ar Elisabethville), the need
for many reforms in education has
become apparent. How should we start
the ball rolling ? First of all the team

thought of studying different educa-
tional problems — adapration to Afri-
can needs, high school and rtechnical
curricula ere. But if we ser our full of
enthusiasm, we soon came face ro face
with sober reality. The Congo is a vast,
multifarious country. We realized that
it would be out of the question to
propose solutions to great over-all pro-
blems without having a general view
of the situation. No one had got there
before us, and why should we try to
do more than the specialists ?

8,000 children in the streets

However, last December, a new avenue
opened up before us. 8,000 children in
Leopoldville City are obliged to live
in the streets, They have finished pri-
ntary school and there are not enough
places o absorb them into post-primary
institutions, high schools, trade and
technical schools etc. There is even no
way of being apprenticed to a trade;
there is absolutely nothing but the
street and its accompanying dangers.
With the Chief Scout, we put up the
idea of children’s villages outside the
city, We inspected the possibility of
using vacant plors near the river; agri-
cultural specialists, engineers and tea-
chers promised their backing. Bur as
students with loaded time-tables and
O Tesolrces except our imagination
and goodwill, we could not go far
without the support of the local autho-
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Mr. Joseph Mbeka, President of the
Federation, (Photo DIA)

ritiecs. We put forward a plan for the
villages. We got an evasive answer. Yes,
of course, the problem of these young-
sters is critical, but there are other
problems clamouring for attention, and
I any case, we can't give you any
money. Here we were back at the start,
disappointed and worried.

Two wecks later broke out what were
discreetly called “the events at Léopold-
ville”. At once, the Governor of the
Province of Léopoldville gave 35 mil-
lion Congolese francs, 70,000 American
dollars, for the construction of child-
ren’s. villages which were “out of the
question” two weeks previously ! With
the team for social action, we imme-
diately decided to collaborate with the



dents who come from the four corners
of the Congo and who could get the
idea going during the long vacation in
their regions.

The team for Education was also sup-
posed to deal with the Promotion of
the African Girl. Here again there are
very serious problems. But with only
six members, we could not devore our-
selves to the subject as we wished. So
it has been decided that next year, a
team will deal exclusively with the
promotion of the Congolese girl., This
is indispensable. There is not a single
African girl at the University in the
Congo; not a single secondary school
brings girls to University standard. And
what a host of social problems !

Social Action

The team was founded with the aim of
combining theory and practice. It was
intended to be a centre for reflection
on certain social problems, That is why,
during meetings either among ourselves

— “flying teams” to work ar the week-
ends in the children’s villages set up
after the “events at Léopoldville”. Two
or three students with a professor from
the Education Department (of the Uni-
versity) give the camp leaders adult
instruction; two or three give the older
children an idea of their responsibilities
and an initiation into group games,
while keeping their ears wide open to
the youngsters' problems. These teams
have been sert up not merely to hel
recognized youth leaders bur above aﬁ
1o keep close contact with the children,
to show them thar they are nor aban-
doned to their own devices, and that
outside of camp, young people are
thinking of them and are devoted to
their cause.

Native Customs and Christianity

Study of this question will really get
under way during the long wvacation
from' August to November. The mem-
bers have drawn up the questiondaire
which will be used for interviewin

or with some of our professors, we
exchanged views on topical problems
e.g. youth.

the old people in the villages. T ‘&qﬁ\w";no E
Ty

intend giving a descriprion of cerfain =
elements of Bantu culture, based off she ﬁ‘JHBM@O
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One of the

from

Ruanda boasts of his gastro-
nomic: feats! (Photo Martens)

authorities in solving the youth pro-
blem in Léopoldville. Since it is berter
to strike while the iron is hot; we also
put forward the idea of a training
school for youth leaders for the whole
Congo. The “pupils” in this school
would be volunteer students, [young
people from the city; and the olddx
members of the youth movements and
the children’s villages which were now
under way. We were told that the idea
was splendid but impractical for the
moment; that we should begin little by
little. Eventually, the Youth Service
agreed to an embryonic school which,
in six mornings, would train leaders for
playground duties. We made an appeal
to the students and got 15 volunteers.
Once again, we had found much good-
will and initiative but limited means,
specially since the so-called “Inspired
Hill” on which the University stands,
is 200 Kms, from the gity, and the
distance tells against our extra-Univer-
sity activities.

Since the July exams are fast approa-
ching, we shall get. going again in
October with our original idea of a
training school for youth leaders. At
first, the organizers would concentrate
on training leaders for existing youth
movements, or for those children whe
do not belong to any youth organiza-
tion and who have most need of atten-
tion. There is room for every initiative
in Léopoldville with its 400,000 inhabi-
tants and the highest birth rate of any
city in the world (the school population
has doubled in ten years!). Then, from
among the leaders, instructors would
be formed through further training,
and they in turn would train others.
This is specially important for the stu-

Then came the practical side, for, as
intellectuals, we must balance our na-
tural inclination to theory, by practical
action in keeping with our vocation as
students. On this score, we ran into
difficulty because. of distance from
town and the gropings of inexpericnce.
However, in collaboration with the
provincial Youth Service and other
mrovements (YCS5Scouts pre.) we have
biznl(ablel o) riin twol derizeli mfannes
by volunteer students:

— a Sunday school where the students
give instruction to young people who,
for fack of room, have been turned
away from post-primary institutes;

results of their survey. o

-

- 2
If the results of our experiments
not always been 100% successful,
have at least found plenty of goodwi
waiting to be tapped.in the furure. The
grtound is prepared, the formulas pro-
posed will be widely applicable. We
believe they will help in solving the
crucicll brpblems facing youth in all
the Dbig cities of the Congo. We are
specially thinking of the possible esta-
blishment by Father Froidure, the
apostle of street children in Belgium,
of playing grounds and holiday camps
for children.
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The Ruanda-Urundi students during the recent cultural evening organized in
Lovanium. “At night, the warriors gather round to relate their noble deeds”.
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s there anything in common between the protection of
workers against radiation, the expert who is re-orga-
nizing worksiops for the 6000 known blinds in Ceylon,
the charter for plantation workers, and the first Inter-
national Exhibition of Art and Labour held in Geneva
a few years ago? Nothing at all — except thar such
apparently different activities fall within the scope of
:ﬁc International Labour Orgazization which has-its hesd:
quarters. in Geneva, Switzer! nd
The Organization was born 'in 1219 when, during the
Peace Conference, the British Government insisted  that
an official body be established to draw up international
work legislation and control its application. These pro-
posals: were eventually included 'in the Peace Treaty of
Versailles and the International Labour Organization held
its first Conference in October—November of that year,
There was no danger of the new organization being a
political pawn at the expense of labour. Right from the
start, trade-union and employer representatives took part
in meetings on the same {ocl:ing and with the same
powers as government representatives; the Conventions
voted would be submitted to the national parliaments
and rtheir ratification would ‘depend, in the final analysis,
on the public opinion of every country. Even today, as
proof otP the moral force of these Conventions, national
ratifications of international standards voted thirty and
forty years ago reach headquarters in Geneval

Achievements of the International Labour Organization

After 40 years, there have been:

* 111 International Labour Conventions of which 92 have
had enough rarifications to come into force (a Conven-
tion comes into force when it has been ratified by at
least two countries);

* close on 1,900 ratifications of these conventions;

* 111 international recommendations:

* an annual 5000 reports which member states send into
“the International Labour Office to show how far they
are complying with international standards.

With what do these Conventions deal?

With questions of interest to all: safety and hygiene in
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Forty years’ struggle

The
International
Labour
Organization

work, protection of women and young workers, social
welfare, holidays with pay, minimum wages, inspection
of working conditions, free trade-unions etc,, and the
drawing up of employment norms for certain categories
of workers — miners, fishermen etc.

How does international control function?

According to the Constitution of the International Labour
Organization, the governments of the 80 member states
are bound to submit any new international provision
to the comperent authorities with a view to making it
law or taking mieasures of any other order. If a country
decides to ratify a Convention, it must take the neces-
sary steps to ensure its application in practice. Later the
member states must inform the Organization of the
measures taken. If a Convention is not ratified, then the
overnment must, at the request of the Organization,
Furnish a report on the state of national legisiation and
labour provisions compared with the international stipu-
lations.

Last year, 5000 reports were submitted to the annual
Conference of the International Labour Organization,
Such reports are <xamired by independent experts who
sy ask Jor govenm:aral explanations. 65 explanations
were called for in 1958. Every year sees an increase in
the number of governments cager to implement inter-
national standards in their countries. India might be
taken as a case in point. In 1954, this country ¢ anged
its legislation radically before deposing its ratification of
the Convention of 1930 concerning forced labour. Again
last year, the International Labour Conference was in-
formed of 25 cases in which national legislation had been
brought into line with the Organization’s standards, while
in 55 cases, action had been initiated with the same aim.

Other fields of action

The International Labour Organization is also concerned
with professional formation (sending of experts to give
technical training, providing scholarships for talented
technitians, further training of skilled workers), technical
rojects with other United Nations agencies, with pro-
g]ems arising from' automation, with the technical ex-
pansion of the young countries, with everything which
touches on man’s material welfare and social promotion.

Hundreds of millions of workers

At the 1958 Conference of the International Labour Or-
ganization, a French delegate presented the report of the
Committee on Plantations with the words “Today
hundreds of millions of workers place their hope in this
Conference and expect from it an instrument which will
improve their conditions of life™ There could be no
more effective witness to the achievements and dedication
of the International Labour Organization.

Note: This article has been compiled by a member of the
General Secretariat with the help of “ILO News"', Number 69,



The Apostolate “Down Under”

by Paul Grundy

The General Secretariat of Pax Romana first learned of the work of the Melbourne

Catholic students through their challenging publication

University''. We have

“The Incarnation in the

d Mr. Paul Grundy, formerly of Melbourne University, to

outline this work. Mr. Grundy is now a research student in Engineering in Cambrigde
University, and a candidate for the Directing Committee of Pax Romana-IMCS.

As one who has shared in the Catholic
life at Melbourne University, [ ap-
proach the subject cautiously for fear
the ideas may appear to be clichés and
the details of action undertaken seem
mechanical means of discharging one's
duties as a Catholic. To avoid these
dangers, 1 must preface the description
of what is being done in Melbourne
with a statement of some¢ fundamental
truths which, through prayer, study
and recollection, forced their way into
the consciousness of the apostolic com-
munity in the University,

To summarise, then, some of these
truths: in general we left school self-
righteously satisfied with our lives,
rendering our dues to Caesar and to
God, and preserving our souls from the
contamination of this world (like the
servant with one talent). Now we con-
fess to the inadequacy and narrowness
of such an attitude, and we realize our
tremendous God-given privilege — that
we are called to participate in the
transformation of the weorld, ~ansum-
mated by Christ, but to be fulfillid In
the fullness of time for His Coming in
Judgment. We recognize the true value
of His created universe and of human
activity in it, and we recognize that
by building upon these things and
transforming them with the love that
is Christ, we fulfil His Diyine Will.
These truths and their implications are
presented and discussed at the summer-
schools which preface each academic
year in Melbourne. Numbers and
circumstances now demand ar least
two such schools. Held in holiday
camps, with a full communal, and litur-
ical life, the first is directed towards
?rcshers, hoping to attract disciples by
presenting as clearly as possible basic
truths concerning the Church and the
University to which they belong, and
the second is aimed at widening and
deepening the undérstanding of those
committed to living an apostolic life,
so that they may see the demands upon
their charity more clearly and act ac-
cordingly. Essential features are that
the theme and its aspects are presented
by members of the apostolate rather
than visiting speakers, and that ample
free time for discussion is provided.
This desire to confront all reality both
in ourselves and in others lies at the
root of our aspirations and correspan-
ding activities. We recognize the prin-
ciple of an apostolate of like to like,
and thar charity consists not only in

giving what we like to give, but in
giving whatever is called from us ob-
jectively by the demands of circum-
stances which Providence places in our
lives. The groups soon realize thar
whatever charitable action they indulge
in, even visiting the sick and doing
cor?omt works of mercy, they cannot
neglect the demands made upon their
charity at the core of their vocation
here and now, which is their univer-
sity life and studies, Hence a good deal
of a group’s meeting time is spent in
considering the way in which a Uni-
versity is a community of people seck-
ing, sharing and revealing the truth,
the relevance of basic truths of our
Faith: such as the Incarnation to the
university and our lives, and the par-

ticular short-comings and needs of our

own university. is leads to ever-
widening examinations; of our culture
and its values, of our own disciplines
(history, engineering etc.), and of our
own part in studying these. For exam-
ple, tha enginesring -student begins o
diesbver)chie (his Hiddighine ¢ congeiy a4
i artathier resuic:.c.i, wicclianical sense.
Its potential role in the perfection of
maniiad and the world I:: only half
perceived. And its truly glorious role
in the restoration in Christ of all things
pertinent to man, including his physi-
cal environment, is not seen at alE The
student begins to witness the truth in
attempting to answer the greatest de-
mand upon his charity, which lies in
the use of his intellect,

The groups, then, are nor merely con-
venient panels for discussion, zut as
organs of the Mystical Body, they are
communities where the members are
spiritually formed through their action
in the world. There are many groups
— old, young, one faculty, many facul-
ties, As all share the common aim of
the apostolate, group meetings are simi-
lar to the extent that there are three
principal aspects of their swudy and
action. Firstly, there is meditation upon
and study of Christ and His Church,
revealed through the gospels, the epist-
les and meditative and theological
writings. Secondly, there is a deepening
awareness: of ourselves and love for
each other in the group, achieved by
undertaking charitaﬁlc actions in our
own environment and reporting upon
them and upon any difficulties to the
group. With time a deep confidence can
Ee engendered in the group so that in
sharing sufferings, setbacks and weak-

nesses as well as successes, there js a
Eyrsonal gain in moral’ strength, sta-
ility and even natural virtues, which

. could never have been achieved indivi-

dually. Thirdly, the group seeks to be
more fully present in the world, and
its environment (the wuniversity, the
fellow students, and the disciplines of
study) is studied as it is and as it should
be, drawing heavily upon the traditio-
nal idea of a University, the idea of a
Christian community, the seriptures,
and so on, The group acts responsibly
according to what it sees and judges.
If there is no true university commu-
nity, the group itself must become the
microcosm of such a community.
Of course there are regular general
meetings of the apastolate, which largely
do in a communal way what is done
in group meetings. To these may be
added tﬁc usual winter schools, public
talks and symposia, Asian groups, co-
operation with other university bodies,
Mass and Rosary in the University etc.
which take place when necessary and
desirable, However, awareness of the
Church’s mission through the apostolate
imparts @ proper unity and urgency to
these diverse actions.
The lay apostolate in Melbourne began
after the Second World War with a
handful of dedicated people who are
still its leaders. The author knows how
much is owed to their inspiration, but
also that they join with him in thank-
ing God for so providentially raising
up and sustaining the movement to the
present day, It has taken more than a
decade o reach the point where the
ipotol e/ community can conduct a
mission to their university !, drawing
chiefly upon their own members for
speakers. It was not the usual mission
of an evangelist nature; but one calling
both staff and student members to con-
sider the nature of a true university,
its purpose, its role in society, the
resent deficiencies and the responsi-
ilities of its members. This was done
because, if we are to restore all things
in Christ, we must commence with the
values of our culture, and the commu-
nities and institutions enshrining them,
which have become debased and lost.
It is intended to follow up this mission
with another this year showing how
Christ is our true model as members
of the university, and showing the re-
deeming life of the Church in the
university. Although Catholics are a
minority in Melbourne, such missions
might equally be needed in a fully
Catholic university unconsciously livin
materialist values. Finally, members o
the apostolate produce *“Prospect”, a
magazine which sets out simply to
practise what is preached, by grappling
with major cultural issues confronting
us within and beyond the university,
and secking the cooperation of all
willing souls.
1) The writer ls referring to a series of
gix public lectures and a symposium

which were organized over a ten-day
period, end June 1858.
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The Jurists in Pax Romana

Secretary of the International Secretariat of Catholic Jurists — Pax Romana

uring the first years of their activity, the Catholic

intellectuals grouped in Pax Rontana clarified and
deecpened the principles which are at the basis of their
individual and associate life. They soon realized that pro-
fessional work was a crucial point in the life of the in-
tellectual, that it called for special consideration' and
thought on the meaning, value, tasks and duties of the
intellectual professions in general and of each profession
in particular.

Obyiously the elaboration of the concepts and principles
valid for the different professions was only possible in
separate professional bmfi‘cs; hence the birth of profes-
sional sccretariats as organs of Pax Romana. Some of
these secretariats gave rise to full-blown associations,
while others, like the Jurists, remained at the secretariat
stage.

The International Secretariat ‘of Jurists was founded in
July during the ICMICA Assembly in Rheims, Its scope
ancr principles were fixed on this occasion, and the mem-
bership ofP the professional associations existing in dif-
ferent counuries was solicited.

So far the national associations of Catholic jurists in the
following countries adhere to the Secretariat: Belgium,
France, Germany, Italy, Luxemburg, Holland and Spain.
Moreover, especially during the two International Con-

by Advocate Giuseppe Cassano

gresses, the Secretariat has had contact and exchanged
material with Australia, Bolivia, Canads, Egypr, Ecuador,
England, Hait, Uruguay, Venezuela, the United States,
Argentina, Peru. There has occasionally been contact with
other countries and individual Catholic jurists.

In 'recent years, the Secretariat has devored its artention
to ensuring and strengthening the ties with existing asso-
ciations of Catholic jurists, and stimulating their for-
mation where necessary. Its most important initiative is
the International Congress which takes place every three
years. So far there have been two such Congresses. The
first was held in France in 1953 on the theme, “The
family in the legal order”; the second in Italy in 1956,
on the theme, “Respect for the human person in the
application of penal law”. This year the Jurists will meet
in September in Luxemburg (not Bonn, as reviously an-
nounced) from 10—14th September to study legal ques-
tions arising from the problem of peace among the
nations (sce page 15 of this Journal). Adopring the
method which is now traditional in our Congresses, the
speakers will incorporate into their reports the findings
presented by the countries, members of the Secretariat,
and of those invited to the Congress. Thus the reporters
will expose the legislation, praxis and custom in the
different countries, with relation to the main divisions in
the theme.
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We have a Pope. A Portrait of His Holiness Pope _}[ohn
XXIII, by Mfr. Albert Giovannerti, published by Geoffrey
Chapman Ltd. 208 pages, 10/6.

The present Holy Father was so little known to the general
public before his election to the Papacy and then he was so
thickly enveloped in clouds of publicity that it is a joy to
read Mgr. Giovannetti’s biography with its direct, unpretesi-
tious approach and easy style. The writer takes us on a
voyage of discovery — discovery of the warm humanity
of His Holiness, of his versatile capacities. of his devotion
to souls.

Mgr. Giavannetti does not embroider the facts nor at-
tempt to embellish the subject. He lets the personality
of John XXIII shine forth through his acts and the far-
flung testimony of his friends and acquaintances. The
figure that emerges is a man of extraordinary goodness,
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of genuine interest in people and their problems, and of
supreme kindness.
We learn with astonishment that His Holiness has dis-
charged every imaginable function within the Church —
bishop’s secretary, student and military chaplain, profes-
sor. pastor ¢isouls, and diplomat from 1925 to 1953
whkey hi Jhed [podty ih (Bualgaria, Greece, Turkey and
france. In 1958, 14 years atter His Holiness had left
Greece and Turkey, the papers of these countries hailed
his election to the Papacy with the utmose sincerity, and
the Greek paper “Kathimerini” drew special attention to
the Holy Father’s philanthropic work (when he was
rpostolic delegate to Greece) during the terrible famire
of 1941—'42. The success of his period of office in
France 4s apostolic nuncic was remarkable, Even the
conservative “Le Monde” commented: “He won great
sympathy in Paris even among political milieux steeped
in @ now pointless anticlericalism” (October 30, 1958).
While he was in Paris, His Excellency Mgr. Roncalli was
appointed first Permanent Observer of the Holy See to
UNESCO The Holy Father is a man of wide culture,
specially interested in art, literature and history, and is
a lover of music.
Yev His Holiness never lost sight of the fact that the
sacerdotal vocation is essentially one of care for souls.
As Pacriarch of Venice, he begs his people to consider
him as “the shepherd of souls callcdp to  exercise his
ministry among the humble.,.” And in his first message
as Pope, he tells the faithful “We have at heart in a very
special manner Qur task as shepherd of the entire flock”,
Mgr, Giovannetti has certainly succeeded in bringing His
Holiness to life, in showing us his rich personality %-
cluding his legendary wit!), and in demonstrating that
the Holy Spirit so often raises up the visible Head of
the Church needed in a particular age. In future years,
there will doubtless be more learned, weightier lives of
John XXIIL But Mgr. Giovanrerti’s book will remain a
first-rate, immensely readable introduction.

B. O'M.

Note: This book has also been published in the United States,
and {ranslated Info Spanish, German, Dutch and French.



NEWS IN FLIGHT

IMcs

Indonesin: The local branches of the
PMERI began the celebrations for Pax
Romand Day by attending Masas lor the
intentions of the Movement. ‘Topics of
lectures and discussions held later in the
day varied lrom branch to branch accor-
ding to the main faculty in the city con-
cerned. In Surabaya, where most of the
menibers are medical students, there was
discussion on “‘the missing link”'. Djakaria
needed two Sundays, the first being de-
voted to discussion on the Bill of Higher
BEducdation at present up for debate iIn
Parliament, The folowing Sunday was
devoted to a symposium on the theory
and philosophy of Comrmunism in relation
to the economic and technical develop-
ments in the People’s Republic of China.
The Bandung branch invited one of the
officials of the Central Board to give a
talk. on Pax Romana. Semarang, one of
the smallest and youngest brancheés with
256 members, discussed the topie “Btident
Unity in Christ”. Two ol the branches
made a collection for the fund to send
Indoneslan representatives to the Pax
Romana meetings in Manila, end 1959,
The PMKRI recognized the Malang
branch- at the beginning of Aprll, thus
bringing the total of local hranches lo
eleven. The Malang group is mostly ecom-
posed of students at the teacher's training
college there.

L

Indin: The All-India Catholic Unjversity
Federation has planned five Spelal Service
Work Camps during the long vacation
from April to Julv. Two of the camps
will be held in Madras State and one in
Kerala, Andhra and Mysore. The AICUR
iz affillated to the Indian Orgimizing
Committee for Training Projects imd i
therefore entitled Lo oreanize fis own
Soclal Service Camps. The camps are
open to students of all denominations.

Japan: 1. Al the request of Fis Excellen-
¢y, Monsignor Tomizawa, Bishop-Protec-
tor of Pax Rorana in Japan, the Hev.
Vincent-Marie Pouliot, O.P., chaplain to
the Pax Romana group in Kyoto Uni-
varsity, submitted a report to the Easter
Conference of the Catholic Hierarchy and
Regional Superiors of Japan. The memo-
randum deseribed in detatl the Pax Re-
mana meetings which will be held in
Manila (Philippines) end 1959, and the
Importance of sending a Japanese dele-
gation fo them.

2, Two Catholic graduates of the Kydto
University have been awarded scholarship
by the Osuvre de Bt-Tustin, Fribourg, to
attend the TUniversity of Fribourg. ‘The
two post-graduate Japanese students will
arrive in Europe for the new academic
year, beginning October next,

3. The Pax Romana federation jn Japan
is beset by the lack of good books on
Catholic philosophy and theology. Most
of the books writien in Japanese are very
expansive because the editions are run off
In small numbers.

4. From March 81—April 8, the four Ca-
tholic sdeleties in the Kansai Area (Kyoto,
Kohe, Osaka and Himejl) mel at the
Rokko Jesuit Scheol. About 70 College
students attended the meeting which was
vary successful. His Excellency Rishop
g‘a.guchl attended the meeting on the last
ay.

5. The National Congress of the Japan
Catholic Students” Federation, to take
plaece in Yokohama end July, will deal
with "Cathollc Social Teaching and Pre-
sent Problems in Japan®.

#. The officers of the newly-formed Pax
Romgna Centre In Kyoto met recently for

‘the third time. They expressed a keen

degire to receive student publications
from other countries on an exchange
basis, Publications in English would be
gpecially welcome, with second preference
to either French or German,

7. The' Unlversity Catholic Federdtion of
Australia has forwarded to the General
Secretariat of Pax Romana approx. 100
Bwisa [rancs for the Kyolo Centre,

8. Professor Soichi Nogami, who is Pro-
fessor of Itallan at the TUniversity of
KyOto, and Pax Romana Group President
in the same city, has been invited by the
University of Rome as a visiting profes-
sor. Prof, Nogami left {or Europe during
the month of Mdy, He will also visit Pax
Romana  headguarters in Fribouwrg, and
visit Pax Romana graduate associations
in several BEuropean countries,

ICMICA

Great Britain: The Newman Azsoclation
Summer School will take place from
August 1—8, at the University of Exeter,
on the theme, “Vislon, Torm and Faith''.
The cost for members and overseas visi-
tors is eleven pounds sterling. Informa-
tion, registration ete.: The Rezistrar
(Bummer Bchool), 31 Portman

Square,
London W. 1.
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Ceylon: 1. The graduale group of St.
Francis Xavier, is concenirating its ef-
forts on diffusing Qathelic Social prin-
ciples, and bringing oul publications on
Social Justice.

2. The new Natiopnal Chaplain of the
Catholic Studenis' Federation is the Rev.
T Q. Kurincose, 8.J., lecturar at Aquinas
Ehirgpsity~ Callegle. “Fhe y ferinen pehaplain
tharh ov, ¢ itel A, Pilail Q.10 has Heel]
appoinea - vVicar Géneral and Larector of
Catholic Aection in the Archdiocese of
Colombo and carries on with many other
duties,

aly: The Movimento Laureati iz orga-
nizing a pilgrimage to the Holy Land from
28 July—13 August. A very rich and full-
programme s planned with seven full
days in Jerusalem and vwvisits to many
parts of the Holy Land, Cost varies {rom
L. 183,000 for third class ses travel to
L. 265,000  for second class. This fee in-
cludes L. 10,000 for registration and
L. 8,000 for wvisa charges, Further details
are available from the Begreterin Am-
ministrativa del Moviments Laureati di
AC, via della Conclliazone n. 4-d, Rome,

. & 8

Pax Romana and The United Nations:
The General Secretariat of Pax Romana
has submitted a lengthy report to the
Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Diseri-
mination in Religious Matters and Prac-
tices, The report concerns the suppression
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church by the
Ukrainian 88R and the Central Govern-
ment of the USSR,

Sweden: To express their solidarity with
Polish students and intelloctuals, the
Academicum Catholicum Sueciae (stu-
dents and gradiates) eollected the sum
of 1836 crowns (approx. 1500 Swiss francs)
for their colleagues in Poland., This was
a most generous gesture sinee the Aca-
demicum numbers less than 2000 members.
L e

Netherlands: The Annual Assembly of the
Thilmgenootschap took place in Utrecht
on 23 and 24 May., Participants met in
groups according to professions; there

‘:"4____.__{

was also & seminar for scientists, psycho-
logists, theologians and doctors to discuss
the work of Teilhard deé Chardin, Le
Phénoméne hamain. On Sunday 24, mem-
bers attended a High Mass celebrated for
their Iintentions, and gathered later for
a business meeting. Dr. H. P. J. M. van
Waesberghe, 8.J.. spoke of "'Evolution in
the theory or evolution in four stages"
and in the alternoon, Prof. J. Kilin of
the University of Fribourg gave a lecturs
on “‘New aspects of the history of man",

Third Internationnl Congress of Catholie
Jurists: This Congress will take place
from 10—14 BSeptember in Luxemburg.
The ledtures will be in form of reports
frorm the commissions which have been
at work from some months and will cover
the following subjecla:

1. Christians and their knowledge of in-

ternational institutions and problems.

Studies of the causes and means of

warfare, presented by Prof. Garcia

Hscudero of the University of Madrid,

3. Peace, itz moral and legal aspectz, by
Maiitre A. Richard, Dean of the Free
Faculty of Law in Paris.

4, The human person, subject of inter.
national law, by Prof. Sperduti. Pro-
fessor of International Law, University
of Naples,
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Pax Romann in Asin: The following ex-
perts have agreed to attend the meeting
on '""The Present Impact of the Great
Religions on the Hves of people in Orient
and Oeccident'” organized by Pax Romana-
ICMICA and sponsored by UNESCO: '

1 |Tr. 8hathi Bhusan Das Gupta, for
Hinduism. g
Dr. Hajime Namakura, for Buddhism
(Mahayana).
Dr. Wijesekara, Buddhiam (Hinayana).
. Professor Minoru Shibata, Shintoism.
Dr. Hsiech Yu-Wei, Confuclanism,
Dr, Mahmud Husain and Dr. Osman
Yahia for Islam.
. Dr. Simon Greenberg, Judalsm.
7. Chrigtianity - Professor Olivier Lacom-
be, Roman Catholicism.
Dr. Hendrik Krasmer.
Dr. Louvaris, Orthodoxy.
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A Pax Romana wedding in
Ghana! Mr., Andrew Botse-Bai-
doo and Miss Magdalen Araba

Monney, both of whom attended = =~

the African Seminar, were piar="
ried recently in Cape Coast.




UNESCO: Under the sponsorship of
UNESCO, representatives of 18 Interna-
tional Youth Organizations met in Cha-
monix (France) from 30 April to 3 May.
The purpose of the meeting was to work
out detalls of a joint enterprizse of inter-
national youth organizations within the
framework of UNEBCO's Major Project
for the mutual appreciation of HBastern
and Western ocultural values. The youth
organizations resolved that in 1959—60
they would procead with a study of the
values to which young 'people remain
attached in Hast and West. Tha study
will attain the following objectives: 1)
determine the wvalues to which young
people remgin sineerely aitached, often
in spite of appearvances, in professional,
cultural, moral, soclal, clvie and spiritual
spheres;
2) make known and compare ideas and
attitudes of young people from Bast and
West ;
4) help the youth organization leaders to
know these jdeas better. The study will
be carried out in three countries in the
West (Austria, Canada and Cuba) and
three in the East (Japan, India and
Malava),
Mr. Jaime Cordova, General Secratary of
= Pax Romana-IMCS, attended the meeting

Long Live Thom and Hanwie! Our heartiest
congratulations and warmest wishes go

to Mr. Thom Kerstigns, General Secretary

of Pax Romana-ICMICA and his bride,

Miss Hannie Smeets, whe were married in Roermond,
Holland on May 2nd,

Fly East with Pax Romana

CHARTER FLIGHT EUROPE—PHILIPPINES
FOR THE PAX ROMANA ASIAN MEETINGS END 1959

Dates depart Amsterdam and Geneva, 17 December 1959;
return 13 January 1960.

Route outward flight: wvia Beirut, Karachi and Bangkok
revurn flight: via Saigon, Calcutta, Cairo or Bagdad.
Stop-over for approx. ten hours ar all the above-
mentioned cities to allow for sight-seeing.

Cost 3990 Swiss francs or § 960 or £ 330 sterling. This sum
cancels the higher prices given in Journal 2. It in-
cludes the return fare and three weeks living expenses
in the Philippines.

Registration Not later than 15 September 1959 with down-payment
of $100 or equivalent,

Further details are available from the General Secretariat of Pax
Romana, Fribourg, Switzerland.
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