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ASIAN UNIVERSITIES

One of the capital events of modern history
is the impact of Western Civilisation on Asia
and its traditional ideas. Most of the Asian
countrics have been subjected to Western
domination during the last two centuries. More
than the system of government they set up,
the Western education they systematically
imparted to the people gave a unique chance
for western ideas to penetrate the Asian mind.

The Asian Universities started by the colo-
nizing powers were an imitation of the Uni-
versities that existed in the West at that period.
It is true that Western Universities had at
their origin emphasised the study of the
Humaanities, Philosophy and Religion. Though
this peculiar cultural character has stamped
Western Universities there has been a contine-
oun sentetion "E.":e_r:‘n" mate sigees bet oy
laid on scientific learning. It is from the hb:m]
nationalist tradition of the Western University
that its Asian counterpart has received most.
Hence, the chief elements of the Asian Uni-
versity are a faith in the method of science,
the exercise of analytical reason, and a general
indifference to the supernatural,

Due to the influence of Western education,
there is a large scale rejection of the tradition-
al concepts ot ancient Asia and serious attempts
are being made at a redefinition of the meaning
of human life in society. It was the impact
of the West on Asia that switched on this
ferment, and the Universities as centres of
transmission of Western cultural values and
Western scientific knowledge were the main
instruments of furthering it. The emphasis on
the dignity of the individual and fundamental
rights has intensified the struggle between
traditional values of ancient Asia and the
values the liberal rational individual bears as
he emancipates himself from his status in a
fixed social pyramid e. g. caste in India — into
the liberty of contract in social relations.

The products of the Asian Universities could
perhaps say that they are at once of the West
and the Hast, but certainly they are at home
nowhere. The ancient Asian culture has its
distinctivenenss, but the modern Asian is
spiritually displaced from it

The essence of the difficulties in the Asian
University today is the attempt to redefine
social and cultural values and therefore the
discussion of any University question, to be
real, should be relevant to this struggle for
the new idea of man and society in Asia today.

Asia is wdnting to enjoy the fruits in thought
and action, of revolutions that have taken
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many centuries and to adspt them for its
own resurgent life without tire agony and the
long endurance of centuries uf transition. The
result is either the acceptasce of the form,
without the substance and foundation of
invading ideas, or the uneasy and confusing
alliance of the old and the new.

University education is majaly bookish. As
technical institutions were fow till a few years
ago there was little facility for independent
experimental work in the Universities; the
products of the scientific method were known
but the process itself had ligtle influence on
the thinking of the students of science.

With the launching of waried economic
industrial schemes further emphasig is laid on
techn
bt | oy u.l.u.ua tuuh{} v
meet, the reed for engmrc-" sad dec tbts,
atiempts ‘civanade towdemeass the length’ of
courses without any attention beiag paid to
the formation of the individual. There is more
specialization than liberal education. Speciali-
zation by itself is not bad, but it starts too
early without giving the students the prelimi-
nary general formation required.

The whole system of teaching and exami-
nations asks of the student a good memory
power and not judgement. The University
thus kills (rather than preserves) the spirit of
initiative as far as intellectual work is concer-
ned. The primary fact about this type of Uni-
versity education is that it produces young
men who have the know-how without the
know-why.

Among the University students there is
little interest in books, serious periodicals and
reviews, The desire to secure a University
degree with a minimum of effort results in
the production of half-prepared young men
who are of little use to society.

In most of the Asian countries a University
degree has become a passport for a good job.
This is a direct consequence of the utilitarian
motives that lead to the starting of the Uni-
versities which were primarily meant to prepare
officers for the administrations, Thus it is
not knowledge that the students are given
but a degree.

Unlike the Westerners the Asians have a
very accomodating mind and this colours the
Asian approach to all problems. The result
is that when there are different ideologies,
they co-exist. The philosophy and ethos of
Asia has assimilated a mass of heterogeneous
thought during the past centuries, All ideo-
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Thirst for Education in India

logies are accepted as basically good without
any effort made to evaluate them.

The unfortunate thing about this attitude
is that when there is a conflict of ideologies,
the conflict is never fought at a deeper level
in the open and with full awareness resulting
in a new ideological ferment. What has
happened is an uncritical superimposition of
the new set of ideas implied in' modern science
on the old inherited set. The old assumptions
regarding man and his relation to the world
have been kept as an underlayer, not repudiated
or readjusted but just allowed to remain in
one part of the mind without actual function-
ing. The presence of this unresolved and un-
recognised conflict has made the University
man an intellectually split personality, Mental
compartmentalisation is a common feature of
at least the Indian University world.

The danger in the University world has
been to isolate the mind and treat it as if
it were unconditioned; this explains the
reaction which takes the form of a total
conditioning of the mind, as though it were
only a reflectisn of its environment. The Uni-
versity should be dealing with the training

(continned on page &)
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CATHOLICISM HAS GREAT MEN IN ASIA

The purpose of my journey to southeast
Asia from mid-August until the end of No-
vember 1956, under the auspices of the Pade-
rewski Foundation of New York City, was
to visit the educational institutions of Pakistan,
India, Burma, Malaya and Singapore, the Re-
public of Viernam, Hong Kong and Thailand,
with a view to placing exile scholars from
Eastern' Europe in teaching positions in the
Asian Colleges and Universities, finding suit-
dble places for exile students, interested in
Asian studies, to whom the Foundation intends
to grant scholarships, and also exploring the
needs of the exile community in that part
of the world.

1 was looking forward to meeting the Catho-
lics of Asia, not only because of my Pax
Romana connections through the Polish organ-
ization Veritas, and the kind letters of intro-
duction which I received from our headquar-
ters in Fribourg, but alse because of the
obvious necessity for safeguarding the spiritual
welfare of the exiles who might go to Asia.
Catholics from Poland, Czechoslovakia or
Hungary who go — for instance — to India,
will find themselves in friendly but entirely
alien surroundings. Separation from family and
country, combined with isolation from the

Church, may produce depressing results. And §

Hinduism in its philosophical aspects is kriown
for its power of absorpurm and attraction, |

met people of Polish origin in India who have |

lost both their national and teligious identity.

Consequently I was very ecager to ileccive .

know the importance of the issues involved
and are not too fond of foreign preachers,
any kind of p.rca.chcrs

This latter feeling is exploited by determmed
opponents of Chﬂstlam:y and channell ed,
sometimes unscrupu!oml), into papular mani-
festations against aur Faith, such as the noto-
rious Nigogi sepost and ocmmonal outburéts
of violence. &

Fortunately, such outbu:sts are s‘fmn In'cd
due, for the mast part, to the ngtstanﬂmg
l:allbre, intelligence; vigor and energy of the
Catholic leaders, combined with their tact and
gentleness! 1\‘Ia:n like His Eminence Valerian
Cardinal Gracias, Rev. Jerome D’Sousa in
Poona, Msgr. Barber in Calcutta, Bishop Ray-
mond of Allahabad, a1l Indians '\i.fhnm 1 had
the privilege of meeting, manage to placate
even the staunchest enemies of our Church,

The influence of Catholicism in Asia cinnot
be measured by the number of converts, His

assurances from the Catholic leaders in Asia =

that they will take good care of our teachers §

and students who may come there to lecture
and study. This includes the placing of our
people in dormitories, halls and hostels super-
vised by Catholic authorities. I am happy to
say that such assurances and promises were
given to me whereever I asked for them.

It would be presumptuous on my part to
present any general conclusions after such a
short trip. I may write, however, of impressions
and observations. The outstandmg impression,
a very pleasant one, is the friendliness and
high intellectnal qua]:t) of the Asian education-
al circles. Being myself an exile from Poland
i c0u!cl har ]y escape political’ discussions. 1
met both riend and foe but I have ‘never
encountered any unpleasantness even on the
part of the boys from the leadership of the
Rangoon University Student Union. These
pohncal]y -tinted discussions convinced me of
one fact: Communism is a major issue in
Asia and the people are aware of it. There is
in progress an ideological struggle of both
external and internal character. Asians who
profess to ncutmhty ‘and non-ahgnmcnt in
international affairs are often quite determined
to combat Communism within their country.
External neutrality is dictated only by the
geographical position and the instinct of self-
preservation, in some cases also by a feeling
of intellectual or spiritual superiority and a
growing sense of historical mission. Out-
standing men can be found on each side of
the political fence, There is no particiilar need
for propaganda from abroad since the Asians

Indian students
distributing food in a poor area

Grace Dr. Victor Bazin, the Archbishop of
Rangoon, told me that there are few if any
converts amongst the Burmese Buddhists. The
situation in Thaﬂand is simnilar though for
different reasons, In Burma Buddhism is a

militant dynamic religion, and the faithful are

dev otcd and zealous, In Thallancl 'it as rathcr
gasy-going and supg);ﬂcial but the Thai pcopfc
never colonized, have a feeling of superiority
towards everything foreign, mcludmg Christi-
anity. I\umcr:ca]ly Catholicism is also weak
in Pakistan and northern India but there are
other factors which make up for lhc weakness
in numbers.

Catholic colleges and high schools are
among the best in Asia. To mention a few:
Loyola in Madras, St. Xavier’s in Bombay
and Calcutta, St. Patrick’s in Karachi, St. An-
thony’s in Lahore, Notre-Dame in Dacca, The
principal of St. Anthony’s, Brother Henderson
of the Christian Brothers, told me that only
one of every hundred applicants gains admis-
sion to his school. What makes these Colleges
and schools especially valuable is their devotion
to the local culture and civilization. The Heras
Institute of Indian Art, in Bombay’s St. Xavier’s
College, is-an outstanding example.

. ApaM NIEBIESZCZANSKI

The Salesian Fathers in Madras, under the
guidance of an extraordinary man, His Grace
Dr. Louis: Mathias, Archbishop of Madras-
Mylapore, organized a number of professional
and technical schools, very well equipped and
extremely useful.

In addition, there is the great work of
charity with its impressive number of hospitals,
clinics, foed, clothing and medical distri-
bution centers.

Personal popularity of the Catholic leaders
among people of all beliefs contributes sig-
nificantly to the influence of the Chutch,
Archbishop Bazin, who speaks fluent Burmese,
is uaiversally beloved. And so are many
others.

All this must create a lasting impression on
the minds and hearts of Asians. The sced is
certainly not sown on stony ground |

The Catholic students also contribute to
the impressive and encouraging picture. Not
only such leaders as Philip Loh Fookseng in
Singapore, Guy Chan in Hong Kong, Francis
Kyaw Aung in Rangoon or the new chairman
of the All India Catholic University Feder-
ation, Delhi University branch, P. T. Kuria-
kose, but the entire great mass of bright,
vigorous young boys and girls — 1,500 of
whom ‘attended the AICUF convention in
Bangalore, in the Spring’ of 1956, Bishop
Raymond told me about this unique meeting.

On September 9th, T anteided the constituent
meeting of the Delhi University branch, pre-
siced over by His Grace ]. Fernandes; Arch-

| bishop of Delhi and Simla. I was invited to

speak and told our friends about the situation
of the Church in Poland, concluding with an
appeal to pray for the release of Stefan Cardinal
Wyszynski, the Primate of Poland. When the
heads bowed and I saw prayerful concentration
on these black, brown and white faces, united
in their noble desire to help the martyrs of
Poland, 1 knew that the Almighty will listen.
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Apartheid and the University
in South Africa

by Cormy Corring

“The Truth shall make you free” is the
motto of Pius XII University College of Basu-
toland. It is the measure of liberty allowed
in the search for truth that is the scope of
this enquiry. Allied to this essential search
for truth in the University are two related
qualities, the freedom to communicate know-
ledge and, by implication, the freedom on the
patt of students. to receive the information
imparted. On March: 13th., the Government
of Seuth Africa introduced legislation whereby
the legal machinery was established to create
separate university faculties for white and non-
white students. Hence the essential, though
not total question of controversy is the right
of students to chose their place of study.

For those not cognisant of the situation
in South Africa, it is necessary to outline
the ex/fent of this controversy. Too often in
qr estions such as these cmo ion"sm can become
a hindrance to objectivity. The question is
not the naively simple one of the total exclusion
of extensive numbers of non-whites from any
form of post-school education.

- Major background points are as follows.
South Africa has some 13,000,000 inhabit-
ants of whom almost 3,000,000 are white,
1!/, million Indian and the rest, African.
These various racial groups differ both in
numbers and level of education and civili-
sation. University -education 1§ provided in
some 8 institutions at:

Pretoria and Stellenbosch,

Natal and Grahamstown,

Bloemfontein and Potehefstroom,

Cape Town and Witswatersrand
(Johannesburg.)

The total number of students in these uni-
versities is well over 20,000 mostly drawn
from the English and Afrikaans segments of
the white population. (It is interesting to
note in passing that in the rest of Africa south
of the Sahara, there are some 5,000 African
university students. A further 5,000 are
studying outside Africa.)

In the past, the last two mentioned above
have been the only universities in this country
that have admitted, without 'any academic
segregation, students from .all races. Cape
Town catered largely for the coloured peoples
of whom 179 were there in 1955 — together
with 86 Asiatics and 23 Africans, making a
total of 288, Witwatersrand has 195 non-
whites. At both these universities, the non-
whites are 5-6 9, of the total student body.
Natal has 293 non-whites, mostly Asians (the
latter, however, attend separate lectures). To
Grahamstown, is affiliated the University
College of Fort Hare — some 40 miles away —
at which there are about 400 non-whites —
mostly African — students. This is, in effect,
a separate non-white university.

Thus the total of non-white university
students is brought to about 1,200 (There are
a further 1,000 non-whites taking degrees at
the University of South Africa, but this
College is largely a correspondence project).

The other 4 universities cater predominantly
for the afrikaans-speaking section of the white

population, No non-whites, either as pro-
fessors or students, arg_allowed in these
universities. ~ *7 ; ;

Hencqg therevare rzally only two “opea”
univeaisisiesll ol Shuth, [Africal ~yath{ Sibgat
500 students: (Even this limited number is
subject to more or less total social seclusion).
The plan of present legislation is, quite simply,
to bring these 500 students into line with the
other 700 non-white students by extending the
separate university facilities already existing,

The manner of accomplishing this purpose
will be firm. In future, non-whites will be
forbidden to go to the “open” universities —
although those at present studying there will
be allowed to complete their courses. Fort
Hare will lose its autonomy and be placed
under the State Department of Native Affairs.
It will be extended to cater for a future influx.
The non-white séction of Natal university will
also lose the little autonomy it had, coming
under the Union Department of Education,
After this, 2 more separaté universities, proba-
bly in the Natal Province and in the Transvaal,
will be built to admit African students ac-
cording to their ethnic groupings. Another
for the coloured peoples will be built in or
near Cape Town, and one for Asians.

This, in brief outline, is the extent of the
question. An analysis of the arguments for
and against the extended segregation would
be useful.

Undoubtedly the raison d'etre of university
segregation is the present government’s policy
of Separate Development. The government
has accepted as a fact the antipathy of white
towards black, the exploitation of the black
man, the vast differences in civilisation, culture
and social way of life. Tt has acknowledged
the intuitive fear of the white man of being
swamped politically and racially by the far
greater number of black peoples — a fear

that is felt even where the problem is far
less acute as in England and the United States.
These factors have been elevated into a policy
and a doctrine., The doctrine’s ultimate con-
clusion will be a completely separate state or
states living in close colloboration with a white
state — a type of enforced black Zionism ot
Garveyism in reverse.. To establish universi-
ties for the different races.in their own arcas
is but a part of this plan, Separate universities
stand or fall with this pelicy.

Another argument brought forward by the
protagonists is that separate universities will
be better able to provide for the African in
his own milieu, that in the building of his
own universities, the African will have a
greater freedom; more opportunity will lessen
social discrimination, that in his own uni-
versities, he will be able to attain greater
heights in his own tempo. The frustration
and difficulties of African students as experi-
enced in Europe could this be overcome.
Moreover, most of the non-white students are
training to be teachers. Within their own uni-
versities, they would be able to keep a closer
contact with their own people. As more uni-
versity facilities are created, these institutions
would be able to fulfil their functional obli-
gations to their own community in a more
successful fashios.

Others constantly point out the frustrating
wydy potitically dangerous influences that non-
whites “dndergo when attending open uni-
versities. As a minority block, excluded socially
from much in university life, they are an easy
prey to liberal and communistic type thought.
In separate universities, there would be less
danger of social friction and alien ideas.

Finally, the example of university institutions
all over the world are quoted where national
colleges are established or even, in certain
cases, as in the United States, separate insti-
tutions for black and white.

The arguments, then, are mainly of function,
of switability. 1t is better ‘for the persons
concerned that they study in their own
universities. ;

There has been, however, an outcry against
the latest legislation from all the English-
speaking universities in South Africa as well
as students in England and the United States.
This outery bases itself primarily on the gounds
of academic freedom. Here one is forced to
examine the nature of a university and the
implications based on essential factors. A
university is an association or community
engaged in seeking and teaching the truth,
It is essentially a free association unlike a
school, which presupposes a certain fixed form
of teacher-pupil relationship. It is a community
where, in class or out of it, discussion and
exchange play a major part in the building
of truth. Moreover, the range of subjects in
an ideal university would tend to be universal.

Such qualities, it is alleged, could hardly
be maintained if free access to the university
was not permitted for all classes and kinds
of students. The note of association and

(continued on page )
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. Kolbe Protests...

COPY of a letter addressed by the Kolbe
Association in South Africa to the Prime
Minister on University Segregation. (This
letter has been published in the press in South
Africa and may be reproduced.)

The Hon. }. G. Strydom
Marks Buildings
Parliament Street

CAPE TOWN

Dear Sir, Znd April 1957,

On behalf of the Kolbe Association and:

the South -African (Catholic gradvates and
professional men and weomen whom it repre-
sents, 1 wish to bring to your notice the deep
concern ‘which is felt over the Separate Uni-
versities legislation at present before Parliament

In the first instance, we feel that this legis-
lation is contrary to the very concept of a
university as an institution for the dissemi-
nation of learning and the exchange of ideas
which is: open to all with the requisite quali-
fications. As graduates, mostly of South
African Universities, and as members of the
Church, which gave the Western World the
university system, we feel that the Bill in
question can only damage the prestige of
Sputh African Universities in the eves of the
world and that it strikes at the roots of the
University’s freedom to determine its own
membership which is the basis and guarantee
of its intellectual integrity.

'Secondly, we are firmly convinced that. it
is an essential for the maintenance of ifcer-
racial harmony and even for the future sifely
of South Africa that European and Bantu
students should not be prevented from meeting
one another in the life of the University.
These students will in course of time become
the leaders of their respective races and the
University provides almost the only direct
contact between them, the only opportunity
of getting to understand each other’s aspi-
rations,

We are fully aware that in the European
Universities the Bantu ! student is often ex-
posed to erroncous ideologics which we oppose
as strongly as you do yourself. On the other
hand, we are convinced that, in spite of all
that.can be done to prevent it, they will he

exposed to.the same ideologies in their own .

Universities. .In, European. Universities, how-
ever, they will find among their fellow students
opponents of these ideologies, whose views
and influence, we submit, will carry far more
weight than those of professors and lecturers
whom they will tend to regard as the official
spokesmen of the dominant Europeans and
who will therefore be suspect in their eyes.

We fear, too, that the Bantu Universities
will tend to become hotbeds of anti-European
propaganda which will prejudice the peaceful

! African, also called motive or Bamtu — black
indigenous population; Colowred — generally mixed
African and European blood; 4san — mostly Indian;
Europeamy — people of European birth or estraction
comprising two main political and cultural groups:
English-speaking, generslly people from the British Isles:
Afrikaans-speaking, mainly of Dutch. and French
Huguenot; have been in  South Africa for some
200 years,

co-existence of the black and white races in
South Africa.

I would like to assure you most sincerely
that this letter is in no way intended as a
a piece of political propaganda. Our Associ-
ation has no political affiliations. Our action
in writing to you is inspired by a desire for
the welfare of our country zs strong and
£enuine as your own.

Yours faithfully,

(Signed) H. R. FRASER, Presiduit,

The Kolbe Association
in 1956

The amazing range of subjects studied by
the Kolbe Association (South Africa) during
the year leaves no deubt but that the graduates
are fully aware of their responsibilities towards
their own country and towards the rapidly
evolving continent. The theme of the Annual
Summer School which was held from 14-
18 January is indicative of the down-to-carth
way in which the Association approaches its
task. The Schoal was devoted to the Christian
in the Crisis of Modern Africa and the subject
was sifted from evesy angle — Influences at
work in North Africa’ with special reference
jor i Tnfvefices) af] workyin Soptl Afdi
witn-spéciarreferdne 1o Caivinism, " African
Nationalism, Changing Economic and Social
Structures in Africa, The Formation of the
Catholic in Africa, etc. The delegates con-
cluded that the Christianisation of Africa would
greatly depend on an effective lay apostolate
whose starting place was the home and which
would aim in all charity to appreciate the
good in others and make use of that good
whatever the source.

The success and influence of Kolbe must
be due in no small measure to its flourishing
local branches. Cape Town organised a series
of publie lectures and six Lenten conferences
during lunch-hour breaks all attracting very
good attendance. Here, as in Johannesburg,

two ‘discussions groups worked really well.

Durban and’ Pietermaritzburg united for a
closed retreat and held their third Regional
Conference in July at Inchanga, theme: “The
Press in our Age.”

Finally Kolbe kept in close touch with
FPax Remana and extended 4 warm welcome
to Mr. Thom Kerstiéns, General Secretary
of the IMCS, during his recent tour of the
African Universities,

(continued from page 3)

community is destroyed if races are to be
segregated into different universities. There is
no longer freedom to chose. Hence that united
building towards total truth as an expression
of a society, a time and a world, is lost,

Moreover, the actual administrative auto-

Number 4

nomy of the separate universities is to be
forfeited — at least for a time, and placed
in the hands of a2 government body. This is
dangerous, for to make a university subser-
vient to a state department is to lower it to
less than a high school,

The antagonists of separation also maintain
that in open universitics, there is far better
opportunity of the various races coming to
an understanding of each other. Such under-
standing of each other, Such understanding .
has an ideal climate in a university whese
the calm pursuance of truth is the least likely
place to generate racial antagonism. There
is also much to be learnt in a university where
many races mix; mutual exchange takes place'
and a body of truth that is a valid mirror of
a multi-racial society is built up.

Morcover, from a material point of view
it will be many years before’ equal facilities '
in non-white universitics will be achieved.
This is 2 fact which cannot be denied b
anyone concerned in the matter.

Lastly, concerning world opinion, it is
hardly likely that the South African uni-
versities could in the future make claims to
any great prestige when they eater for only
one section of 2 multi-racial society. This is
especially true when it is considered that in
universities such as Salisbury and Lovanium
to the north, no such separation has been
deemed necessary,

If these various arguments are weighed
against each other, one perceives the emergence
of three factors — convenience, the nature
of a university and the policy of separation.
Concerning the first point, it is an undeniable
fact that differences in culture may render the
establishing of different universities advisable
—._at least for a time. Yet the nature of a
university as a free community of men working
towards truth, would seem to override this
consideration. Thus the policy of separation
so extensively put into practice by the present
government has placed emphasis on the first-
mentioned factor. A Catholic judgement would
certainly weigh up the validity of these three
factors.

A tentative compromise has been made
proposing that although it might be good
to encourage African universities which would
educe the best of the African world, yet it
is unjust to deny that healthy contact and
exchange between the, many groups of a
multi-racial society. At least a 5-10 %, minority
racial group should be allowed in every South
African university — white or non-white. This !
is unlikeély to occar under’present legislation,

“The Truth shall make you free” — the I
motto of the Pius XII College, the only
Catholic university college in the whole of
southern Africa. The escutheon above this
motto is significant. It comprises the well-
known symbolic key-board of black and white
notes. Both notes are needed to produce a
symphony of truth. A plan for society cannot
afford to tamper with the things that appertain
to God. The truth of God is mirrored in
order, in harmony. A university is a social body
manifesting the unity of many-sided truth,
varied both in its range of sciences and kinds
of students. To direct such a community is
needful; to force it into a pattern will not go
unpunished. Thus, although partial separation
of universities can be justifiable, total divisions
is unjust and cannot be tolerated. :
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Kirst Regional Meeting of the ICMICA

For a long time, regional work has been
flourishing in the student branch of Pax
Romana. By “regional work” we mean work
carried out in the name of Pax Romana on an
international scale in a given continent or in
a group of countries of marked sociological,
linguistic or merely geographical affinity. Latin
America took the first step in this direction.
As early as 1951, the Interfederal Assembly of
the student Movement approved the Latin
American Plan of Pax Romana-IMCS which
in turn imade proyision for meetings in the
different continental zones. Later, the North
American Commission of Pax Romana-IMCS
was set up; then, meetings were organised in
Madras and Singapore for students in South-
East Asia, and we are now witnessing a promis-
ing start to the work of Pux Romana in Africa.

In ICMICA however,activity on the regional
level was viewed with misgiving. Some of
our friends were afraid that regional work
— at least in theory — and especially meetings
restricted to federations from a given region,
ran the risk of destroying the universal charac-
tet of Pax Romana ; such meetings might also
favour individualistic tendencies both in the
“ideology” of these federations and in their
approach to the apostolate, and these tendencies
in turn could give rise to fatal antagonisms
in our worldwide community. The fact that
the initiative for regional meetings within the

ICMICA came from Europe and from a feder-

ation of Germanic character and corporative
structure, probably contributed to this appre-
hension.

And yet the initiative had come from a
federation which deserved well of Pax Romana
— the Société des Eltudiants Swisses ('St.V.”),
and in particular its Association of Honorary
Members (Association de Membres Honoraires)
which had been one of the founder organi-
sations of Pax Romana in 1921. Indeed, the
ICMICA Council immediately welcomed the
project which Mr. Louis Pittet an engineer,
put forward for its consideration ; the project
was stamped with the realism characteristic of
Swiss people and of members of Mr. Pittet’s
profession in particular.

After much thought and preparation, the
firstitegional meeting of Pax Romana-1CMICA
was held: from, 21-23 June in Fliieli near the
hermitage of Saint Nicolas of Flue, man of
peace and patron of Switzerland. The Associa-
tion of Honorary Members of the St. V. organ-
ised the meeting and Prof. Robert Muth from
the University of Innsbruck, who represents
the Austrian OeCV on the ICMICA Council,
directed the procedings competently and ener-
getically. In the absence of our President,
- Prof. Willem Pompe, detained by university
enpgagements, the General Secretary of the
ICMICA took an active part in the meeting,
All the ICMICA affiliates in Germany, Austriz,
Switzerland, the Netherlands and Denmark
had been invited. Most were represented either
by the presidents themselves or by people
in charge of relations with Pax Romana,

From the start, Mr. Franz-Josef Jeger, Presi-
dent of the St. V. who gave the opening
address and Prof. Muth who made an intro-

ductory report, set the tone of the meeting
and laid down its aims realistically. The work
of Pax Rowmana is meéaningless apart from its
federations. It is by its members — and funda-
mentally for its members — that the Inter-
national Movement exists. The International
Movement certainly has a life of its own, but
always by and through the national hodies
which alone haye direct contact with the indi-
vidual members, the men towards whom, in
the final analysis, the greater pact of our apos-
tolic work is directed. Now, it is a fact that
the leaders of our federations often know little
or nothing about Pax Rowana, that during
national meetings, questions relating to Pax
Romana are treated as something superimposed
and outside the normal range of activities or
at least of remote interest for the federations.
Few people in each country have had direct
experience of Pax Romana or are really en-
thusiastic about the Movement. The same
dichards are present year in year out at the
international assemblies; and at home these
same people are considered “specialists” in
international affairs, esoteric affairs reserved
for the small circle of the initiated.

Consequently, there is need to get Pax
Romana across to the individual members of
the federations beginning with the leaders
themselves. Only in this way will Cathoelic
intellectual people thror\;ﬁg;_ut the world feel
that Pax Romana is 4 reality and a necessary
reality in the historicalmnoment through wlhich
Wil are @ sing

After this clear-cut diagnosis, the delegates
in Flieli were unanimous in their belief that
regional meetings are an adequate means of
facing up to this need. Distances both in space
and in time from one world meeting to the
next are very great. The number of participants
from each country is inevitably limited. How
then each year can we administer to new
people — and above all to genuine national
leaders — the salutary shock, the “experience”
of an international meeting held wnder the
auspices of Pax Romana? Besides, there are
definite problems concerning the university
and the professions, the civic and social order
and above all the apostolate which are much

the same in neighbouring countries. The same

holds true,of problems-which federations are

facing in a given area ‘but which are hardly

of general interest for the Movement.

Mr. Louis Pittet exposed all these conside-
rations at length in the second report which
was put before the meeting in Flieli. The
participants could then develop in detail the
conditions required for a regional meeting as
they had been defined by the Plenary Assembly
in 1955 during the World Congress of Pax
Romana in Nottingham:

a) regional meetings are in no way opposed
tosthe principle of universality of Pax Romana ;

by their aim is to express the idea of Pax
Romana in a more vivid and practical way;

¢) they must be held under the auspices of
Pax Romana which shall be represented by its
President, 2 member delegated by the Council
or by the General Secretary;

d) but the initiative falls back on the feder
ations themselves, since each one remains free
to chose the regional sector with which she
feels affinity;

¢) regional meetings do not mean a structu-
ral decentralisation of Pux Romana-ICMICA,
rather do they contribute to the building up
of the Movement as a whole.

The federations which met in Flieli intend
to repeat the experience and hold meetings
for federations which broadly speaking come
from the Germanic couatries, However, much -
more than language or national sentiment
(most of the participants spoke in German,
others in French), what was common to the
federations and the people in Fliieli was above
all a mentality, a definite type of university
formation and a certain approach to human
relations, to the boads of friendship between
the members of the same association and the
associations among themselves. Regional meet-
ings among the federations which met in
Fltieli will be either “presidential meetings”
for leaders of the federations (like the one
in Flaeli) or “regional meetings” on a wider
scale open to ordinary federation members.
This second type of meeting will be organised
in the years when Pax Ropana-ICMICA is
not holding 2 World Congress or Plenary
Assembly in Europe.

Oncé they had defined the character and
the why and wherefore of the meeting, the
deldgatel in Flueli went on to do constructive
work along the lines they had determined,
Point 3 on the Agenda dealt with the here-
and-now possibilities of the federations repre-
sented in Flieli to increase their collaboration
with the ICMICA (rapporteur: Prof. Muth).
Remaining points were: the World Congress
of Pax Romrana in Vienna in 1958 (rapporteur:
Dr. Blenk); suggestions for congresses, as-
semblies and studies weeks of the ICMICA
in the years to come (study themes, methods
of preparation and work etc.) and finally —
last but not least — the financial state of Pax
Romana (rapporteur: The General Secretary,
Prof. Sugranyes de Franch).

Discussion on all points was lively- and
stimulating. The delegates reviewed every
aspect of the work of Pux Romana and raised
points on which the collaboration of -all “is -
essential. The debate covered the presence of
Catholic intellectuals in the official internation-
al organisations like UNESCO and its National
Commissions; the work of the Federations
and the international professional Secretariats
of Pax Romana-ICMICA; the exchange of
information between the federations and
between the federations and the General Secre-
tariat in Fribourg; the exchange of persons;
invitations between one country and another
for congtesses and national assemblies; better
preparation of international meetings; the Pax
Romana Journal; the interest of the European
federations in Asia and Africa; their partici-
pation in the entraide service and the despatch
of books to federations on these continents;
the “Friends of Pax Romana"; the problem

(continued om page 6)
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EDITORIAL

The contents of this Journal may seem to
lack cohesion at first sight. Yet the articles
haye all been chosen with a very definite aim
in mind - to show that Pax Romana must and
does interest herself in university problems
“all over the world.

And not only in the University as an insti-
tution but also in a more general, more human
way in the problems which effect University
people and Catholic University people in par-
ticular. Pax Romana is interested in everything
which concerns the student or graduate, in
the human aspects of University life and in
its scientific and cultural activities.

But in the lives of students, we are prima-
rily taken up with their formation. Religious
formation certainly but also formation in re-
lation to culture and the profession they will
€xercise,

This interest of Pax Romana is worldwide
today. The universal extent of our field of
action and the fact that Catholic intellectuals
are aware of their responsibilities in every
country and on an international scale are in
fact characteristic of the work of Pax Romana
in these years of such crucial importance for
the world in which we live. We therefore
respond to the appeal of the Holy Father
who, in his recent Encyclical letter Fided Donnm
on the missionary duties of Catholics, states
that “This interest for the universal needs of
the Church really manifests in a living and
true manner the Catholicity of the Church.”
And he adds with the insistence of a Father
who knows the needs of his childred:+*[+] g
same manner that his faith is the faith ot the
entire Church, and his supernatural life the
life of the whole Church, the jovs and anxi-
eties of the Church will be his joys and
anxieties, the universal perspectives of the
Church will be the normal perspectives of his
Christian life, The appeals of the Roman
Pontiffs for the great apostolic tasks in the
world will find a spontancous echo in his fully
Catholic heart, grave and urgent as they are.”

The five continents claim equal attention
from Pax Romana. We share the anxieties and
aspirations of University people everywhere,
The study themes chosen by our two Move-
ments for their general meetings this year,
even the very sites of the meetings are proof
of that fact. The graduate branch of Pax
Romana met in Rome in the heart of Catholi-
cism to study the responsibility of intellectuals
in the nascent world community. The student
branch went to Latin America, and in San
Salvador, studied the universal problem of

_civism and the civic formation of the student,
of which an article in this issue of the Journal
proves the urgent need on that continent.

But we know that if there are common
problems they do not appear everywhere in the
same guise. If the University apostolate has
fundamental and identical needs, in practice,
“the sociological conditions and cultural milieu
in which the Church must work differ widely
from country to country. The position of
University people and consequently the needs
of the apostolate are totally different in Europe

“or in countries of relatively old Christianity
(like the Americas) from all those countries,
oung and old — and often very much older

historically than the Western countries —
which are acceding to the responsibilities of
national - autonomy and an economy com-
pletely revolutionised by modern technology;
yet these are the countries in which the Church
is hardly one-step removed from its initial
missionary status and in which Catholies form
an infinitesmal minority.

We shall not be so naive as to believe that
the needs of the apostolate are less or the
position of Catholic University people better
in the countries first ‘mentioned. They are
‘different, ‘that is all. And consequently our

‘groups must nlsoia;_g:‘t differently. Yet the fact
-remains that the deeds of the young Churches
fdn Asia and Africa are niore pressing. The
-peoples of these continenits are evolving rapid-
ly. The next few years will be decisive in the
“history of their
“would be betraying her mission and her uni-

countries. And Pux Romarna

versal responsibilities if we did not pay them
very special attmsic_n.

In December 1954, a formation seminar for
Asian student leaders was held for several
weeks in Madras. Thank God, the fruits of
this seminar are evident in the vigour of several
of our Asian fcd_grations during the past few
years, And the regent regional Seminar in Sin-
gapore proves that the good work continues,

Now the hout has struck for Africa. For
the past year, we have been working towards
the African Seminat which will be held next
December in Ghana and we want to bring
together the leadérs of all Catholic student
groups in Black Africa, Preparations are going
ahead; slowly, laboriously, the funds required
for such a vast.undertaking are coming in;
the Gernieral Secréta Fthe student Movement
mpddd cour'qr Afriea in Februarf and March
labe/ i Uprephzatifil for (e mattihg .\

Are we-on the right road ? If any of us
still hesitated be%m the immensity and com-
plexity of our task, let ts remember that the
Holy Father has set us a heartening esample
once moge by his luminous and eatnest teaching
on the subject.

What a joy it was for us — as it must have
been for every Christlan — to read the En-
cyclical Fidei Donum, dated Easter Sunday of
this year ! The document is born of the apos-
tolic anxiety of the Sovreign Pontiff about the
future of Catholicism in the young Churches
of Africa. And we find in it a splendid confir-
mation of the cbnclusions we had reached,
through the limited means at our disposal,

‘on the needs of the Chutch on that continent.

“Colleges and schools’ must be founded and
Christian doctrine taught throughout all grades.
Organisations for social action must be es-
tablished to guide the work of chosen groups
of Catholics in the service of society. The
Catholic press must be developed in all its
forms. Modern techniques for the diffusion of
culture must be studied, for it is known in
our day how important a well-formed and
enlightened public opinion is. Above all, at-
tention must be given to the growing de-
velopment of Catholic Action and to the satis-
faction of the religious and cultural needs of
a generation which, deprived of sufficient food,
might be exposed to the danger of going
outside the Church to seek nourishment."

The Pope therefore appeals to the whole
Church and explicitly to its lay members. He
mentions “the effective task” — our task | —
“which lay militants undertake” and in a
sentence for which we are deeply grateful, he

goes on to encourage “the rapid linking of
local organisations with the vast network of
international Catholic organisations”.

The role of University people in the great
renewal of missionary endeavour which the
Holy Father wishes to stimulate in Africa is
obvious. Now, more than ever, it is literally
true to say that ideas rule the world. Peoples
of young nations in particular are parched
for culture and ideas. If we do not give
them “sufficient intellectual food” in keeping
with their needs, their spiritual and intellectual
desires, it will be our fault if they “go outside
the Church to seek nourishment”.

These few words from the Encyclical go
to the root of the problem of Catholic Uni-
versity people in Africa — and elsewhere too |
An African bishop said to us: “There is no

point in forming good students. In the Uni-

versity, in Africa or in Europe, many of them
end up by leaving the Church.” Surely this
is the greatest danger which Catholicism faces
in Africa. The spread of Communism and
Islam — stern realities to which the Encyclical
calls attention — is above all in the realm of
ideas. Christianity must reply in like manner.

In Afvica, through African students: that will
be the first task of the Seminar. The meeting-
place, Ghana, is symbolic for it is the first
black country to achieve full independence.

In Ewrope, where so many hundreds of Afri-
can Catholic students are pursuing University
studies, for the work undertaken at home
is doomed to failure if it is not carried on
among foreign students in Western universi-
ties, The Encyclical ‘stresses this fact and calls
on the Bishops to be particularly attentive to
the spiritual needs of the young "Africans and
Asians in their dioceses. Neither shall we forget
this essential aspect of the problem. After
the African Seminar, we shall come back to
it with all the range and intensity it deserves.

(continued from page 5)

of federation dues and the question of renewed
effort to achieve the maximum equity in the
distribution of responsibilities and an apprecia-
ble increase in the financial contribution of
the federations, ..

The mere enumeration of all these points
— and we can do no more than enumerate

_them here — shows how useful the meeting

in Flijeli was. The delegates said so openly
and the General Secretary was particularly
pleased to be able to exchange view-points
with representatives from a whole series of
important organisations,

Even before the ICMICA Council has had
time to discuss the report on Fliieli, the federa-
tions which met there in June are already
planning another meeting, which is undoubted
proof of the success of their first gathering.
They propose to hold a “presidential confer-
ence” in November in Germany. It will be the
same type of meeting as that of Flieli and
will be devoted to the preparation of the
World Congress in Vienna.

Let us hope that the example of the first
regional ' meeting of Pax Romana-ICMICA
will be followed in other regions in Europe,
since it was Europe which took the initiative,
and in other continents as well.

R. 8. F.

(1
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VIEWS ON THE

STATE UNIVERSITY IN LATIN AMERICA

Types of universities in Latin America

Most of the universities in Latin America are
state universities which date from the time of
Spanish or Portuguese domination, and at
present depend upon the government. Gener-
ally speaking, they have undergone a three-
fold influence first, that of the Catholic Church
under whose aegis they were founded in the
sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
on the lines of the medieval university; later

n, the influence of the French liberal school
based on the anti-Catholic rationalism which
is still found in most Latin American univer-
sities today (some of them, like the University
of Uruguay, were modelled on the Napoleonic
system); and lastly, since the beginning of the
century, Anglo-8axon tendancies and a prefe-
rence for North American university edu-
cation have made themselves felt in the Latin
American universities. Yet, on the whole, the
Latin American university has not assimiliated
these different influences to create a new type
of university; rather in most cases, one or other
influence predominates, for instance, French
influence in Urugoay, and North American in
Cuba and Panama,

Besides the state universities, there is a small
number of Catholic universities of real merit,
mostly founded at the turn of the century.
They sprang up in protest against the evils
of the state universities and wished to super-
sede themt, However, financial difficultiesand
lack, of coezdinated support from all mem bies
of the Catholic community are hampering their
full success.

Finally there are a few private universities,
like the Universidad Tecnica in Valparaiso and the
University of Los Andes in Bogota (Colombia).
The aims of these universities are determined
by their patrons — in Valparaiso, technical
formation, or integral formation as in the
University of Los Andes.

The remarks which follow concern especially
and almost exclusively the state universities.
QOur observations would be quite different if
we were describing the private universities
and particularity the Catholic universities. This
is not our goal at present. Perhaps at another
time we shall return to this fundamental aspect
of the University problem in Latin America,

] Characteristics
of the Latin American University

@) The University is blind to the sociological
needs of Latin America. Ancient philosophy or
existensialism is discussed in the lecture halls,
while the University avoids the urgent problems
which face the continent, e. g. problems of
native populations, lack of technicians, the
failure of democracy etc. The universities bear
the brunt of the responsibility for the pro-
longed political immaturity of Latin America,
We have proof in the fact that the upper
stratum of the ruling classes are products of
Latin American University education and their
conduct in public affairs shows up the grave
deflciencies of their academic formation.

Despite the problems common to all the
Latin America countries, its universities do not
furnish a common effort to meet the needs of
the hour. With a few exceptions, they are cut

Part I of a report drawn up by Jaime Cordova,
Assistant for Latin America, after bis tour of
the Pax Romana-IMCS Federations in Latin
America, November 1956 - January 1957,

Venerable ancestor : University of
Sucre (Bolivia) founded in 1623

off from society, and society in turn is not
aware that they should guide its evolution,
Since the University faithfully reflects the
political life of the country in which it is
situated, this problem is certainly less important
in democratic states like Uruguay and Chile.

#) The Latin American University is a typical
example of an institution with an exclusively
professional goal. On the whole, the University
does not fulfil its threefold duty of search for
Truth, transmission of culture and training;
research is practically non-existent, either for
financial reasons or for lack of academic
stimulus. Professional formation is antiquated
and usually inadequate, for want of modern
equipment.

¢) With the exception of Uruguay, Chile
and Costa Rica, the University is rated a
political instrument both by dictatorial govern-
ments and by political parties, Also given the
role which the University and especially the
student population played in winning liberty
for the Latin American republics, it follows
that dictatorial regimes.oppress the universities
by violating their autonomy, by exercising
economic pressure etc; At the same time,
political parties try to win over the universities
either through the teaching staff or the students.

University autonomy

The relations between the University and
the State depend on the government in power,
A law-abiding state respects the University; a
dictatorial or totalitarian regime siezes and
enslaves the University making it another
instrument of its policy. Unfortunately, the
number of dictatorial governments is very high
in Latin America. They fear that the Univer-
sities will mould public opinion and adopt
policies incompatible with the selfish interests
of the governing classes; the government
therefore perverts the University and deprives
it of its most prized characteristics. Conse-
quently the Latin American universities ex-
perience the whole range of institutional auto-
nomy and . state interference. From Uruguay
and Chile, where theorétical restrictions on
absolute autonomy are offset by democratic
principles and a liberal university regime, to
Honduras and Veneznela where the univer-
sities are mere tools of the government, there
exists in Peru, Bolivia, Colombia, etc. a series
of restrictions on University autonomy. These
restrictions may be defined by legislation or
with the connivance of the teaching and
administrative stafl of the universities. Lack
of autonomy is seen in direct or indirect
nomination to teaching and administrative
posts, in total or quasitotal economic de-
pendence; in external control over the activities
of the University, which in eXtreme cdses may
giyso far as to censor text books (during
the’ Peron regime) or maintain a secret police
like the SN (Political Police) in Veneczuela
under the present Jimenes regime.

Economic Situation of the Universities

The Latin America universities have three
sources of revenue: #) private income (capital
and liquid assets) and money collected by
special taxes

b) subsidies from the State allocated in the
national budget

¢) students’ fees,

Private income sufficed in the past but is
totally inadequate today. State subsidies are
pitiably small compared with expenditure on
defence and armaments. Students’ fees are
infinitesmal because University education in
Latin America tends to be free, with the
exception of Venezuela whete fees are in-
tentionally exorbitant and a discrininating
factor in university entrance.

Judging from these facts, the Latin American
universities are certainly among the poorest
in the world. Without adequate buildings,
laboratories, good libraries or student hostels,
most of the universities are deprived of the
material well-being which favours sound in-
struction and the growth of the University
community, Two factors heighten this eco-
nomic crisis. First, in every country, despite
the high costs involved, universities are spring-
ing up everywhere and nearly always for no
valid reason. The suthorities prefer four uni-
versities which are crippled economically to
two which function propesly. Secondly, the
number of students rises every year; yet,
because fees are nominal, University income
remains much the same as in the last century.

(continued on page &)
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University administratots and teaching
staff

Most of the professoriate have no teaching
vocation and are ill-qualified for their task. In
Latin America, university teaching is practica-
ly unheard of as a career. Hence low standards

Three hundred years later :
model of the Pontifical University
of Medellin (Colombia) founded 1936

among professors who prefer accepted ideas
to the pursuit of independent enquiry. Besides,
the number of professors and lecturers who
engage in research is infinitesmal. Low salarizs
aggravate the position to such an extent that
full-time teachers are almost unknown, since
they must earn their living onfside the Uni-
versity; again, most of the staff teach for
reasons of social prestige; good professors
who dedicate themselves to their universities
and their studears, lead a life of self-sacrifice.

It is interesting to note that while students
in Latin America oppose dictatorships, |the
professoriate rarely does. They dare not speak
openly for fear of losing their posts and falling
out of favour with the government. On the
other hand, the universities do not encourage
the professors to improve their work, for
example, by offering research scholarships
abroad — consequently the staff drifts into a
routine of lameatable mediocrity.

Finally, moral crises are destroying the
professoriate in most of the dictatorial regimes,
For the real leaders of Latin American youth,
the best teachers and the fiercest opponents
of dictatorial governments which encroach on
University autonomy, — are often imprisoned
or live in exile. There are thousands of exiled
professors from Bolivia, Venezuela, the Domi-
nican Republi¢ and ‘Cuba living in other
couantries in Latin America. As for the adminis-
frative siaff (Rectors, Deans, Registrars etc.),
with the exception of democratic countries
like Uruguay where appointments are made
on merit, these posts are filled on grounds of
political or social connections, by government
nominees. It has been rightly said that the
youth of Latin America is leadetless.

The Students

609, of the students come from the middle
classes; 30 9%, from the working classes and
a mere 109%, from the upper classes (most
of the young people from the upper classes
either study abroad or carry on the family
business). While, in the past, the universities
were open only to the sons of well-to-do
families, today they are being crowded out
by the middle classes. Sons of business-men,
of professional people, farmers, soldiers and

technicians, fill the universities of Latin Ame-

. rica; therefore we can say that the problems

of the student in Latin America are those of
the middle classes. Indeed the middle classes,
which are going through an economic and
moral crisis, provide the greatest number of
candidates for the liberal professions and the
civil service, considered the two most reward-
ing careers.

Technical education and other openings are
lacking. So, once they have graduated from
secondary school, young people feel obliged
to go on to the university. Granted there
are always responsible students with a real
vocation for university studies, the fact remains

- that most of the young people have no ideals

and no vocation for university studies, It
may even be that through family circumstances,

. they are fellow-travellers and know ‘they will

sooner or later abandon their studies. Wich
no understanding of the meaning of the Uni-
versity and no attachment to its ideals, they
form an irresponsible group ripe for agitation
and rebellion,

Part 1T of this report will be published in the
mexct edition of the Journal

(Continnation of “Asian Universities” page 1)

of the mind conceived as a function of the
whole personality. It is essential to be aware
of the physical, cultural. aesthetic; moral, social
and spiritual bases and"implications of intel-
actlal purssite, Migher edication in A, hap
char el sfclalattituded ) Thil Change howevz:
is out of joint with respect to society and
the alumni have their faces turned away from
their own people and the villages in which
the people dwell,

If culture is concerned with the evaluation
of ends and with the choice between ends,
our present University education is fast tending
towards technological success and a cultural
failure. Utilitarianism and Western culture were
the basis and inspiration of the Universities
and hence were established with a predominant
Western slant in the methods and in the matter

- taught. On the other hand the idea of spreading

culture as such was of less importance than

. that of providing efficient administeators o

professional men.

Under such conditions, the one aim of the
student is to get a degree, in view of securing
later a paying carcer, attendance at classes,
memory work on text books or cheap commen-
taries with ready answers and finally success
at examinations being the one criterion of
education.

Because of the lack of proper selection or
vocational guidance after the High School,
personal aptitude is rarely the criterion that
influences the choice of the branch of study.

The guiding principles in the choice of study:

are a) how easy the course is b) how far will
it help one to get a good job ¢) pressure from
pareats and d) example of friends. The absence
of any guidance in the choice of studies as
well as the poverty of the country has resulted
in the fact that very few young men choose
their studies with a view to serving society

- without any consideration for remuneration.

Graduates produced in such a manner une
fortunately cannot be of much use to th-
society,

No ethical and moral guidance is given at
the University. Outside the University the
force of tradition generally accepted helps a
great deal. The Catholic student societies and
chaplains help the Catholic students to a certain
extent. But Christian professional formation
in Asian Universities is far from what it should

be.

The maximum benefit as far as preparation
for later life is concerned, is obtained from
the student societies and from the fact that
most of the Universities are at least partly

-residential,

Hostel accommodation has not kept pace
with the enormous increase in the number of
students. Thus, students attracted by the
promising prospect of degrees get uprooted
from the countryside and its traditions, as
well as from the healthy family conditions
of existence. They crowd into cities living
in woeful surroundings, moral and intellectual,
making a mess of their lives.

The University fails to prepare the student
to serve society, The University does not even
serve as the place where the student could
realise that he has a duty towards society
and that the University is only trying to help
the student to prepare himself to make his
life useful for the society.

The Universities in Asia are not even
conscious of the cultural chaos or crisis in
which they are themselves involved. As a
result they are more a liability than an asset
in Asia’s need for cultured men. The Uni-
versities continue to produce spiritually dis-
placed and therefore homeless intellectuals. A
radical reforms is needed. In the meantime
efforts must be made either within the frame-
work of the University curriculum or parallel
to it to give students at least 2 minimum of
philosophical formation and a more widely
humanistic outloolk.

BON
CHOCOLAT
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AUSTRALIA ON TRIAL!

Our graduate friends in Sydnéy were so worried by the problem of the Catholic Mind that they devoled the
second issue of their magayine The Newman 7o this sutject, In a moment of self-recrimination, the wrilers
bumbly confessed that * the Catholic Mind is more conspicsons by its absence than by its presence” — as thaugh
this were a failwre exclusive to Australia. et onr Australian friends take beart from the fact that we all
(whether American, Exropoan, African or Asian) spend onr time fildminating on much the same topic!
They can be quite sure that federations thousands of miles away are busy grappling with similar motes and beans !

At the outset it is important to understand
just what is meant by the Catholic Mind.
1t was, T think, Tertullian who remarked that
the soul was naturally Christian — anima
naturaliter Christiana, Following upon Ter-
tullian’s statement it could be said with truth
that the human mind is naturilly Catholic
in the sense of 'having universal truth as its
object. To the extent that the human mind
shuts itself off from any truth, to the extent
that it is clouded by misunderstanding and
ignorance, to that extent it is not Catholic.

To the extent that the mind which was
in Christ Jesus takes root in us, to that extent
only do we possess the Catholic Mind. The
Catholic Mind involves a definite view of God,
of the universe and of man, in themselves
and in relation to one another — a view based
on the full content of Divine Revelation,
elaborated, developed and applied by centuries
of thought. The Catholic mind is not abstract
specultative knowledge. It is as material as
the Incarnation. (Yet) the comprehensiveness
and depth of the Catholic religion in its
doctrinal content and practical implications
are so vast that Catholicism is never. perfectly
understood by any individual human person
nor in-any oneage. Some aspects of Catholic
truth are the focus of attention, while others
are relepated to the background or entirely
lost sight of for the time being. In this sense
it is correct to say that every heresy is the
revenge of a forgotten truth.

The Catholic mind, or, more accurately the
Catholic truth which should inform the mind,
is the exact centre between all one-sided
excesses, errors and extremes. It is the centre
between materialism and idealism, between
rigidity and relativism, between liberalism and
totalitarianism. It is the exact centre between
these opposites, not becatise it has effected a
compromise between them hut because it
contains in itsclf ‘all-the deéments of truth
to be found in these opposing systems and
excludes only their errors. «fhe Catholic
Religion cound not possibly béy the true
religion if it were otherwises namely, if any
religious truth attainable by man Were taught
only outside the Church and denied by the
Church, .

We come now to a very important question.
To what extent is the Catholic Mind to be
found amongst the Catholics of Australia 2
Let us look first at our Catholic schools. By
and large, as far as my experience goes, and
speaking only of secondary schools, I think
that the Catholic Mind is more conspicuous
by its absence than by its presence. Again,
by and large, and allowing for plenty of
exceptions, the students leaving our secondary
schools have very little real knowledge of the
inner meaning and beauty of the Catholic
religion. Their understanding of the inner
meaning of their religion is too often on a
par with the average altar boy’s understanding

of the Latin responses. It may be rather unfair
to blame the schools for this, because, even
in the final years, the minds of the boys and
girls are so immature that it would be practi-
cally impaossible to do more than implant what
may be called the seeds of the Catholic mind.

The second feature is that there are little,
if any, post-school developments in their know-
ledge of their religion and its practical
implications.

For the rest it must be admitted that too
many Catholics are mentally lopsided; un-
balanced, if you will. They have an up-to-
date knowledge of their professions and trades.
They know a good deal about business or
sport or politics, but their religious know-
ledge remains that of a school boy. The result
is that their Faith is kept in a sort of water-
tight compartment, because they cannot see
how its content relates to the problems which
confront them in daily living. Very often,
they are Catholics in will and intention but
not Catholic in cutlook. In this respect, they
are often as much at sea as the people around
them, subject to the pressure of the prevailing
spirit of paganism and moterialism, to the
worship of science and™échnical progress, to
thie) (e rdency) o 16ck] ypan) sope ©goronjic
systen -Otspontical programineas the ansvel
to all human problems; in short to all those
influences which darken the light of Truth
and weaken their hold on it. A deep know-
ledge of our Faith, does not, of course, provide
a ready-made solution for all human problems,
even major human problems, but it does
provide the foundation and the frame-work
without which a sound solution would be
impossible.

How is this unfortunate state of affairs to
be remedied ?In the first place, 1 would
suggest the regular reading of, and constant
meditation upon, the New Testament, and
in particular; the four Gospels. Most Catholics.
seem to be, rather shy about this. The New
Testament is too often an unknown, book
to them. They were given but a scant intro-
duction to ‘it at scheol, They dre familiar
with the extracts from it read at the Sunday
Masses, but the marvellous character and per-
sonality of Our Lord outlined in its pages by
the Spirit of God is something completely
strange to them.

Secondly, I should like to recommend the
study of the doctrine of the Mystical Body
of Christ, which gives so wonderful an under-
standing of the Mysteries of Qur Faith and
provides such a powerful incentive to the
formation of a truly Catholic outlook.

Finally, I think that a great deal of attention
should be given to the Divine Law of Charity
which is, as Our Lord Himself declared,
the basic law of Catholic living.

(slightly abridged)

: Dr. P.]. Rvan, M.S. C,
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University of Western Australia (Nedlands)

The Newman in Sydney — 1956 and 1957

We can offset the somewhat pessimistic tone
of Dr. Ryan’s article by sketching the work
of our very active Newman Association to
which the writer refers in terms of praise
when speaking of the inadequate knowledge
which many Catholics have of their Faith:
“Catholic Societies, such as the Campion.
Society, the Newman Society and various
Aduit)Education Schemes have endeavoured
to remedy this defect and have done, in many
respects, an excellent job. But from the nature
of the case they reach only a small midority."”
It is our hope that during the coming years
the Newman will attract an even wider audi-
ence so that the benefits of its work may be
far-reaching.

Although the Association is comparatively
small (110 paid-up members) its influence fax
exceeds its numerical strength — witness the
success of its spiritual and intellectual functions
and the fact that articles printed in “The
Newman” found their way into several
American Catholic reviews.

The annual lecture series was well attended
and among other speakers, Fr. W. Dalton 8. ], |
spoke on the. Dead Sea Scrolls, and Professor
Martin lectured on the position-of University,
Catholicism in S.E. Asia after a wvisit to
Singapore as observer to the Pax Komana
Leadership Training Course, August *56, The
Annual Summer School on “The Layman at
Prayer” was very successful and attracted
75 members.

The Newman Society of the University of
Technology held a most interesting seminar
on " Technology and Theology”. Those gradu-
ates who attended agreed that this weekend
Seminar was an important contribution and
a significant step forward in the Catholic
approach to the problems of the technical
age. (This seminar has been followed up in
June 1957 by a meeting on “Technology
and Happiness” which was equally successful).

The two main annual religious functions
(continued on page 10)
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were very well attended. One was the Annual
Procession of the Blessed Sacrament at Manly
College and the other the Annual Mass and
Holy Communion of the Association and
Societies of the Newman Movement.

As a constituent organisation of the Uni-
versity Catholic Federation of Australia and
of Pax Romana, the Association has developed
its national and international contacts.

It was particularly fortunate that Professor
N. D. Martin could go to Singapore as one
of the Australian representatives at the Pax
Romana Leadership Training Course at the
University of Malaya. It wasa pleasant tribute
to hear that, immediately on his arrival as
observer, he wasappointed asan active member,
of the Committee which, under the Arch-
bishop of Malacea, arranged the course. Pro-
fessor Martin’s visit along with that of the
Australian students present, will have done
much to strengthen the ties between Catholic
University people in Australia and S, E. Asia,

Pax Romana was very happy to welcome
some Australian students and graduates at the
XIth Plenary Assembly of the ICMICA and
the Xth Anniversary of the foundation of
the graduate branch of the Movement, in
Rome at Easter. It is a credit to Catholic
University people in Australia that despite the
tremendous. distance involved, they managed
to be represented at these manifestations.

Pax Romana at a glance:

Hews Tronpr o ITMIGA foderations

Ceylon: The main activities of the Society
of St. Francis Xavier make interesting rzading
and prove the initiative and zeal of this group
in the first year of its existence.

We note with admiration, the important
contribution which the Society has made
right from the start in civic questions con-
cerning Christian faith and morals,

In collaboration with the Catholic Social
Guild, the Association presented a memo-
randum to the governmental Commission on
agrarian reform. The document gave a resumé
of Christian principles on the matter — right
to private property, duty to give more land
to peasants with small holdings etc.

Thanks to the Association, a reply was
published to the Report of the Buddhist Com-
mission which unjustdy attacked the Church
and called for measures against religious
minorities in the country, The reply aimed to
show Catholics the errors in the Report of the
Commission, and especially to inform the
Government of Ceylon of the Catholic point
of view and to dispel anti-Christian prejudices.

Again in collaboration with the Catholic
Social Guild, the Association made represen-
tations to the governmental Commission on
the reform of laws concerning marriage and
divorce in order to make known Christian
teaching on the subject. It is reassuring to
learn that Fr. Peter Pillai, chaplain to the
Association, has been nominated to the
Commission.

The Association intends publishing in the
vernacular a series of brochures on Christian
social doctrine.

Every month, the members meet for Holy
Hour, and at other times, they assist regularcly
at lectures and discussion groups.

. During the international crisis last October
and November, the Association organised a
Holy Hour of prayer for Hungary and Egypt.
Along with the Ceylon Catholic Stu
Federation, the Association protested vehe-
mently against Russian aggression in Hungary.

The Association also made a collection and
sent it to the Pax Komane fund for Hungarian
student and graduate relief.

Great Britain: The Newman Association
held its annual General Meeting over the
week-end of 18-19 May. Members reviewed
the activities of the Association for the previous
year. The range and scope of these acrivities
is expanding all the time. Apart from the
annual Summer School and the ordinary
programmes of the many local circles in all
the important towss and eities in England,
Scotland and Wales, two very dynamic groups
have been functioning for the past few years.
They are the Newman Demographic Sl.lr\.c}.r
and the group wotking on the philosophy of
science. Two new groups — for historians and
University professors and lecturers — will be
formed in the near future.

Elections to Courtcil took place and the
new President of the Association is Prof,
M. P. Fogarty who takes over from Mr. A. H,
Willbourn.

His Grace, Mgr. Godfrey, Archbishop of
Westminster and Primate of England honoured
the meeting by his presence. Afterwards, the
members heard a lecture by Prof. ]Dccl}n

Toynbee, Cambridge, on Chrkstmn A:t in the

Larly Chuedh """"h:}"-

Loy LAS-OstaldutinsAhdtumaliervadatiohy
the Movimento Lareati has arranged several
study weeks on religious instruction and
culture (Le Settimane Estive di Cultura
Religiosa) for the months of July, August and
September, in different parts of Italy ranging
from the extreme north to the south of the
peninsula. The general theme — La Chiesa
Operante, of which the nearest translation is
“The Church in Action” or “The Church
Militant” — is much the same for all the study
sessions but treatment of the subject naturally
varies with the lecturers and participants.
Those who are interested in this type of
formation which is very much suited to
Catholic graduates, should write for further
information to the Secretariat of the Movi-
mento Laureati, via della Concthmone 4(],
Rome.

Netherlands: On Saturday and Sunday, 1st
and 2nd June, Thijmpenootschap, opr titular
national meniber in the Netherlands held its
general assembly in Groningue. In keeping
with the tradition of the organisation, on the
first day, the different branches (law, medecine,
literature, science, economics and psychology)
met separately. Then, on Sunday when the
administrative agenda had been dealt with,
there were two lectures — one by Prof. Alois
Dempf from Miinich who spoke in German
on *“The influence of philosophical trends on
the development of the Humanities”; and the
other by Prof. A. G. M. van Melsen from
Nijmegen on “The influence of philosophical
trends on the development of the pure
sciences”,

Spotlight on the meetings in
El Salvador

110 delegates from 52 federations and
37 countries attended the IMCS meetings in
San Salvador from 23 July - 6 August. Eccle-
siastical and governmental circles were keenly
interested in the procedings. The Papal Nuncio,
the President of the Republic and his Ministers
all attended the opening of the Interfederal
Assembly.

~ Five new federations were affiliated to the
IMCS: The University Catholic Students’
Association of Burma; Katolicke Vlaamse Stu-
dentenraad in Belgium; Canadian Federation
of Ukrainian Catholic' Student Organisations
“Obnova”; Juventud Catolica ' Venezolana;
Catholic Students” Association of Thailand.

A new four-year plan of action was es~
tablished for the Latin‘American area, of which
the main points stressed the need for more
attention to the civic and social formation of
students, and collaboration with neutral organ-
isations like the national unions of students,
the WAY national committees etc.

Miss Maria de Lourdes Pintasilgo was re-
elected President; Vice-Presidents — José Ra-
fael Garcia (Ecuador) and Diarmuid O’Scann-
lain (USA), Members: Jean Arés (Canada),
Luis Amado Lagdameo (Philippines), Colin
Gardner (South Africa); Bryan Wood (Great
Britain); Guillermo Ungo' (El Salvador).

A full account of the meetings and the
programme of action for the coming year will
appear in the next issue of the Journal.

The Paus X1l College in Basutoland

appeals for lacturers

Mr. Emile Inglesis, Secretary Genera'l of
the Liaison Centre for the International Catho-
lic Organisations and the Missions (piazza
8. Calisto 16, Rome) has asked us to launch
an appeal on behalf of the recently founded
Pius XII College in Roma, Basutoland, a
British Protectorate in South Africa. The
College is short of lecturers and professors
in the Arts Faculty, and in the Departments
of Law, Commerce, Education, Social Sciences,
Science and \griculture.

Some of these departments are not yet open,
but will be established in the next two to
three years.

Apart from the nec;ssaty ervcrsuy quali-
fications and the ability to teach, candidates
for these posts must havea thorough knowledge
of the English language since 1t is the mcdmm
of instruction.

‘Those  interested should wnte direct to
Mr. Inglesis at the address given above.
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OSCO in Fribourg

Over thirty students from many countries
in Asia and Africa attended the OSCO (Over-
seas Students Coordination) camp which was
organised in Fribourg from 6-16 Aogust, The
camp was a happy balance between visits to
Catholic institutions, discussions and sight-
seeing. The visit to the Caritas Centre in
Luzern provoked a lengthy debate on the
possibilities of organised charity in the Asian
countries. Since independent private initiative
from Catholics only was out of the question
in countries where Catholics formed such smiall
minorities, the participants asked themselves
whether Caritas work should be supported by
the international Catholic community (which
might be branded a new form of colonialism)
at home or by Catholics, non-Catholics and
possibly the Government.. Then; since the
Buddhists and the Mohammedans are also
founding hospitals, orphanages and, similar
institutions, would it be possible to have 2
common Caritas work? Such cooperation
would promote religious tolerance and good-
will,

The students were shown over the Univer-
sity by the Rector, Rev. Fr. Luyten, O.P.; the
idea of a Catholic University and its applica-
tion to countries with small Catholic minorities
was gone into in detail. Later, Mr. Olivier
Maradan, Assistant for French Language in

“the General Secretariat of Pax Remana, intro-

duced the students to the work of Pax Remana.
In the lively discussion which followed, the
audience said that Pax Romenaz should make
statements on colonialism, race-discrimination
and similar issves; the birth of Pax Romana
in the young countries calls for a re-orientation
of the spinit and practice of the Movement
and a development of its idealism. That as
why meetings like the proposed African Seni-
nar were invaluable.

There were introductory talks on French

West Africa, Nigeria, Korea and China by -

students from these countries. Participants
debated the adaptation and enrichment of the
Liturgy in countries like Korea and China
where song and dance are interwoven with
religious ceremonies,

Congratulations to OSCO eon such a well-
planned and successful meeting.

R. K. A.

%, 0

Our IMCS FedeM write...

Burma: The spiritual vigour and Aourish-
ing state of St. Augustine’s Catholic Club in
Rangoon is proved by the fact that of
212 members, 180 attended the retreat which
the chaplain, Father Courtot, gave recently.
Other federations, please note |

Cuba: Congratulations to the ACU (Agru-
pacion Catolica Universitaria) on the XXVth
Anniversary of its foundation, and our good
wishes for God’s blessing on their work in the
future.

Czechoslovakia: The /Association of SS
Cyril and Methodius, (exiled Czech graduates
and students) whose headquarters are  in
London, has opened a holiday home in
Folkestone; England, for Czech refugees and
possibly other exiles. The idea is that part
of the house will be used for some years as
2 guest house open to all, in order to cover
capital outlay and running costs,

For more information, write to the Associa-
tion, cfo 114 Mount Street, London, W, 1.

Germany: XIth Catholic German National
Day for Students arganised by the KDSE, in
Eichstitt, Germany, 31 July-5 August,
Theme: One Church in One World. The
meeting opened with Pontifical High Mass
celebrated by Dr. Josef Schriffer, Archbishop
of Eichsuitt. There were -lectures on: The
Healing Mission of the Church; Western
Church or Universal Church ?; The Intellectuals
and the Church. Among other subjects, study
circles discussed: Outside. the Church No
Salvation; Pax Romana — Collaboration and
Solidarity of the members, of Pax Rewsna ;
ONerezaé Suidonts —- Inoft a—buorder) brai|ah
opportunity. Activities for the week included a
pilgrimage, excursionsand social entertainment,

The Buropean Seminar took place in Berlin
from 25-31 August, and developed the theme
of the Formation Seminar in San Salvador —
“The Civic Responsibility of the Student”, A
full report will appear in the next issue of the
Journal, As we go to press, we hear that the
organisers could have done with some pre-
fabricated shelters to house the large number
of late registrations.

Spirituality of the East:
religious dances interpreted
during the OSCO meeting

Indonesia (left)
Ceylon (see over)

v

Peru: More than 5000 students assisted at
the 15th Annual University Communion
organised by the UNEC (National Union of
Catholic Students), Lima branch on Saturday
8 June in the Church of Mary Ausiliatrix,

Portugal: Congratulations to the JUCF
(feminine federation) on their celebration of
Pax Romana Week (an enlarged version of
Pax Remana Day). As in 1956, the Week
coincided with the Church Unity Octave
during which the JUCF prayed each day for
special Pax Romana intentions including the
Pax Romana federations and the University
apostolate throughout the world. Masses were
offered in the three University centres of
Lishon, Coimbra and Porto. On the intel-
lectual side, there were public lectures on “The
Civic Responsibility of the Student” and the
subject was studied privately by the different
groups.

At the same time, the federation launched
a campaign for international formation, 2nd
organised lectures and discussions on Pax
Eomana. To help the IMCS in a practical way,
the federation made a collection for the African
Seminar and found 32 new subscribers for the
Jnurnal.

The Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas, Patron of
Pax Romana, was also celebrated by prayers
and special masses.

South Africa: The Annual Conference of
the National Catholic Federation of Students
(NCES) was opened by His Grace the Arch-
bishop of Cape Town on Jaly 16t The theme
of the Conference which lasted for ten days
Mal: )"The Challenge of Africa.” Delegates
made 2 close analysis of the idea and role of
Christian Education in Africa, the relationship
between Christianity and Western Culture, the
Impact of Western Culture on Africa, and the
special difficulties of the native student in
South Africa,

Financial target for the new term? 2,000
pounds to send a strong delegation to the
African Seminar. Bravo, NCFS !

Congratulations to the newly-clected Presi-
dent, Mr. Gerard Boulle of 295 Florida Road,
Durban, and to the other members of the
Executive.

Spain: “Los jumacos” (Juventud Univer~
sitariZ Masculina de Accion Catolica” organised
avmost “successful course for «its leaders in
Madtid ‘from 1-15 July. The general theme of
the course was: “Christian students .and-the

‘everyday reality of the family, society, and one’s

profession.” Participants split into two groups
— pre-university and univessity students.

The former tackled the problem of vocation-
al puidance with the help of secondary school
teachers; the latter studied the theme in great
detail both during lectures and in study groups,
not forgetting the theological basis of the
problems in question. However, the “jumacos”
relaxed from time to time particularly in the
afternoon with the temperature at close on
40) degrees all the time and the swimming pool
was tempting. Evenings were given over to
cultural activities — lectures on church archi-
tecture, poetry, films, modern writers etc. (For
details, write to JUMAC, Calle Conde de
Xiquena 5, Madrid.)
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NEWS
FROM THE SECRETARIAT

Patricia Maguire left some time ago for the
United States to open a temporary field office
for the IMCS in Washington; she prepared
the tour for the Latin American and Asian
students who are now visiting the States after
having attended the meetings in San Salvador,
Central America,

Jaime Cordova, Assistant for Latin America,
left at the end of June for El Salvador. Jaime
is now visiting Colombia and Venezuela.

In July, we were delighted to welconie
Edward Wang from Singapore and Thérése
Tran Thi Lai from Vietnam to the Secre-
tariat. Both had received grants to attend the
meetings in El Salvador. Mr. Wang will
return to Malaya via New Zealand and Aus-
tralia in order to contact our federations there
and see what is being done to help the large
number of Asian students studying in these
countries. Miss Lai, who is finishing her
studies in French and Vietnamese literature
in the University of Saigon, will return to
Europe in September. She will attend the
Second World Congress for the Lay Apostolate
in Rome before returning to Vietnam.

We were deeply moved by the arrival in
Fribourg of Miss Zofia Wlodek and Mr. Stefan
Wilkanowicz direct from Cracow and Warsaw
respectively. They are the first Polish students
to come to Western Europe on the express
invitation of Pax Romana since before 1939,
Both are young research graduates from the
Catholic Uniyersity of Lublin. Our guests
were as amazed to find themselves in Friboutg
as we were to have them with us. They left
after two days for San Salvador, and will be
returning to Poland shertly,

Mr. Kerstiéns, General Secretary, visited the
United States after the meetings in El Salvador.
Among many engagements, he addressed the
Annual Conventions of the NFCCS and the
NENC which were held in the Waldorf Astoria
Hotel, from 26 August - 1 September, -

Mr. Olivier Maradan, Assistant for the
French Section, attended the OSCO meeting
which was held in Fribourg from 6-16 August.

Our warmest and most sincere congratu-
lations to Miss Maria de Lourdes Pintasilgo on

her re-election as President of the IMCS. Our
good wishes go out to Maria for the coming
year; we are happy and grateful we shall
continue to énjoy her inspiring leadership and
guidance during 1958,

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Hungary: The First Congress of the Union
of Free Hungarian Students (UFHS) took
place in Vaduz, Switzerland, May 30 - June 2,
The majority of the delegates were practising
Catholics, so_that the Congress opened with
Hasf Hr e 00) and clasad viel ke sicging
of a solemn fe¢ Desm on june 2, Members of
14 local unions were present, including repre-
sentatives from the Catholic groups which have
been formed in Innsbruck, Holland, Paris and
Louvain. Among the aims of the Union is to
strive for independence, freedom and demo-
cracy of their country provided such activity
does not run counter to the laws and consti-
tutions of the countries in which the Hungarian
refugee students are tesident. The Union also
aims to promote the welfare of the Hungarian
refugee students and to help them become
adapted to their new eountries,

In Louvain, thnnks&to the hard work of the
students themselves; the new Collegium
Hungaricum Lovaniesse is now open and can

take 55 resident students (possibly 95-100 later

on). The University, authorities have gene-
rously lent the building to the Hungarian
students for four years, at the end of which
period the Collegiung will have to move to
make way for the Law Faculty.

The Red Book of the Persecuted Church:
Any one who wants a sober, impartial and
documented account of the systematic perse-
cution of the Church ip Communist-dominated
countries should réad “The Red Book”,
written by Albert Galter, under the auspices
of the Commission for the Persecuted Church
of the International Catholic Organisations.
English edition - M.GH, Gill and Son Ltd,
50 Upper O’Connell Street, Dublin, Ireland.
Price : 30 shillings sterling. Spanish edition -
Ediciones Atenas, Calle Mayor 81, Madrid,
Spain. Price: 125 pesetas.

BOOKREVIEW

Swiss directory for the Missions

Given the situation in the world today,
it is high time for Christians and Catholics
to take stock of their position and assert
themselves once and for all. We cannot back
neutrality because it means nothing more than
a kind of listlessness which tries to oppose
dynamic forces. Communism is one of the
forces against which we must struggle because
it is sweeping over the world with tragic
rapidity and because it harms man. Commu-
nism filters in through the least crack in our
defences to set man against man in self-
destruction, when it has torn the idea of God
from his heart,

We must never forget the tragic events
through which the Hungarian people lived
and zre still living, the t ibulations, persecutions
and ill-treatment to which the Church of

'Silence is condemned. Neither indifference nor

forgetfulness will overcome the evil which
is growing stronger and more widespread day
by day.

Christians, conscious of their duty and alive
to the danger, have understood this fact. It
is not just a question of fighting in Europe
but elsewhere too and particularly in mission-
ary countries where communism finds ready
cars and easy “converts” among people whose
lack of formation prevents them from judging
its true worth. Communism is making an all-
out effort in these so-called under-developed
countries. We should keep informed of what
is happening in these areas — that is only
normal — but it is only a fraction of our
duty as Christians. When one of our fellow-
hiinin beings lacks the necessities of life, we
try to provide him with them, or at least we
make cur contribution in this direction.

The same holds good for the countries
which are unfavoured by comparison with
social standards in the industrialised areas. We
will not improve the situation by criticising
or by building up splendid theories. These
countries need our help. They need our
material help and they need it urgently, All
too often, there is no food; sanitary conditions
are deplorable; material well-being practically
non-existent. The communists have under-
stood these facts only too well, and use them
as the spring-board for their campaign.
Charity means nothing to them; yet they
promise better living conditions. Our aims are
different and that is why we Christians must
bring these peoples and these copntries what
they need, not only in fine words but also in
deed. That will save them — at least we hope
s0 — the trouble of becoming the servants of
the most inhuman State in the world. Africa
and Asia are the continents most exposed to
this danger. The “Swiss Directory for the
Missions 1957" sets out to inform the world
of the full gravity of the present state of affairs.

We are at a cross-roads of importance for
all of us and of worldwide repercussions —
we must be well aware of that fact.

Let us hope and pray that these pages,
printed in both French and German, which
reproduce objective documents of undoubted
value and the eloquent photographs teach us
afresh and more clearly than ever that our
responsibility is indeed worldwide like the
mandate which we received from Christ.

O. M.
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