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Dfaf}lbeclaration of Meiico,_l??ﬁ on the Equality of
| Women and their Contribution tc Development ana Peace

_tThe World Conference of the International Women's Year,
2 1 -
Avare that the problems of women, wWho constitute half of the

worlg's ropulation, are the problems of society as a whole, and thet
changes in their ypresent econcmic, political and social situation must
become an integral part of efforts to transform the structures and
attitudes that hinder the genuine satisfaction of their needs,

Recognizing Eundagmtguhd@[ogeﬁuwrgsed on the

principles of the Charter of the United Nations should be develcped
and strengthened in order to fing solutions to world prcblems and to
build en international community based on equity end Justice,

Recelling that in subscribing to the Charter, the peoples of the
United Naticns undertook specific commitments: "To save succeeding
generations fronm the gcourge of war .,, to reaffirm fTeith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person,
in the equal rights of men end women and of nations large and small,
and to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger
freedenm",

Taking rote that since Lhe creation of the United Nations very
important instruments have been adopted, among which the following
constitute landmarks: the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
Declaration cn the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples, the International Development Strategy for the Second Unitead
Nations Development Qecade, and the Declaration and Programme of
Action for the Establishment of a New International Economiec Order
based on the Charter of Econonic Rights and Duties of States,
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Taking into eccount that the United Netions Declaration on the Elimination of _
Discriminativa ezainst Women considers that: "diserimination egeinst women is
inccipatible with human dignity and with the welfare of the femily and of society,
prevents their porticipaticn, on equal terms with men, in the political, social,
economic and cwltural life of their countries and is an obstacle to the full
develcpment of the potentialities of women in the service of their countries and of
humeni ty", J :

Recellinz that the General Asserbly proclaimed 1975 as Internstional Women's

Year and thatl the Year should be devoted to intensified action with s view to:
Fronoting douality between men and women, ensuring the integration of women
in the totgl development effort, and increasing the contribution fo women
to the strgngthening of world peace,

' Recalling further that the Eecnomie and Social Council in its resolution
1849 (LVI) edopted the Programme for International Woxen's Year, and that the General
Assembly in its resclution 3275 (XIX) called for full implementation of the Programme,

Teliing inte sccount the role pleyed by women in the history of humanity,
especially in the siruggle for national 1iberataon, the sirengtheninz of interneational

peece, snd the elirinaticFWé@:Cﬂ} i, dolloflalism, foreign
ocevpation, miopism, alisn dominzti o, racisn and gpartheid,

Stressing that greater and equal perticipation of women st all levels cof
decision-nzkxing shall decisively contribute to accelerating the pece of development end
the maintenance of peeace,

Stressing also thet women and men of £ll countries should have equal rights end
duties end that it is the tesk of all States to create the necsssary conditions for
their ettainmznt end their exercise thereof,

Recoznizing that women of the entire werld, whatever differences exist between
them, share the painful experisnc2 of receiving or having received unequal treatrent,
@rd thue as their swareness of this rhenomeron increases they will become netural
allies in the struc-ie againet any form of cppression, such as is prectised under
colonialism, neo-cclenislisn, zionism, racial discriminstion and apartheid, thereby
constituting en ecnormous revolutionsry potential for economic and sccial change in

the world tedsy, 5

\

Recognizing that changes in the sociel and economic structure of sceieties, even
tkough they are emong the prerequisites,. cannot of themselives ensure an
iraediate inprovement in the status of a group who has long been
~isadventaged, and taa urgent consideration must therefore be given to
che full, immediate an early integration of women into nationsl and
international life,
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* Fmphasizing that under-development imposes upon women & double burden of \\\
exploitation which must be repidly eliminaved and that full implementation of - \
nationel: development policies to this objective is seriously hindered bty the
existing in%quitable'system of international economic relations.

Awere |that the role of women in child-bearing should not be the cause
cause ol ineguality and discrimination, and that child-rearing

demands siared responsibilities among women, men and society as a vhole,
| .

Recognfizing also the urgency of advancing the status of women &and
finding mgre effective methods and strategies which will enable them To
‘have the Jame opportunities as men to participate actively in the
development of their countries and to contribute to the attainment of

world peace,

Cbn inced that women must play an important role in the prometion, achievement
and maintenence of international peace, &nd that it is recessary to encourage their
efforts towerds peace, through their full participation in the national azd
internat%cnal orgenizations that exist for this purpose,

Co::s!idering that JZQQQ@@OT.QHLgaranEHtUIQma and

internationzl action in which the implerentation. of the World Plan of Action adopted
by the %World Conference of Internatiorel VWomen's Yeer, should meke a significant
contribution, for the atteinment of eguality, development and peece,

Decides to promulgate the following principles:

1. [Eguality tetween women and men means equality in their dignity and worth
as human beings as well as equality in their rights, oppertunities end
responsibilities;

- A1l otstacler that stand in the way of enjcyment by women of equal status
with men must be eliminated in order to ensure their full integration irto nationel
development and their perticipation in securing end in mainteining international
peace; :

3. It is the responsitiliiy of the State to create the necessary
facilities so that women may be integratedé into society while their children receive
edequate care;

4. TNaticnel non-governmental erganizaetions should contribute to the
sdvencement cf women by assisting women Yo teke advantage cf their cprortunities,
by promoting education and informetion ebout wemen's rights, and by co-operatving
wvith their respective Covernments;

5. Women and men have egqual rights and responsibilities in the family and
in society. Fouality between wemsn and men should he guaranteed in the fanily
which is the basic unit of soeciely end where human relsticns ere nurtured. len
should parsicipate more zctively, creatively and responsibly in Temily iife for
its sound develorment in order To enable women to be more intensively involved
in the setivizies o their ccrmunities and with a view o coembining eftectively
hone and work possitilities or toth pariners;

2 13
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6. Women, like men, reguire cpportunities for developing their

intellectual potentisl to the maximuwm. Nationmal rolicies and programmes should

therefore provide them with full and equal access to education and treining at

.all levels, while enstring that such progrommes wni policies consciously orient

ther towerds new occupations and new roles consistent with their need for

self-fulfilrent end the needs of national development;’ - -

T The right of women to work, to receive equal pey for work of equal

« wvalue, té be provided with equal conditions and cpportunities for advancement in
work, and zll other woman's rights to full and setisfying eccnomic activity are
-strongly reaffirmed. Review of these principles for their effective implementation
is now urgently reeded, considering the necessity of restructuring world economic
relationghips. This restructuring offers greater possidilities for women to be
integrated into the stream of nationel economic, scecial, political end cultural life;

8. A1l reans of comaunicaticn and inforration as well es g1l cultural media
should regard es a hignh pricrity their responsibility <or helping to remove the
attitudinel and cultural factors that still inhidit the development of women
cscunption of chass il ATIUECECE (BUFRIOF Dt t4leH@ety of vomen's
assunptior of =zhangi éﬂ eXdpending roles;

. ) i . .

9. Necessary resources shouid be made availabtle in order thet women can
perticipate in the political 1ife of their countries and of the international
ccurunity sirce their active participztion in national and werld affeirs et
Cecision-making and other levels in the pelitical field is a prere guisite of

- women's full exercise of equal rights as well as of their further

develcgment{fani ©f the national well-being;

10. Equality of rights carries with It corresponding responsibilities; it is
therefore a duty of wcmen %o make full use of opportunities aveilable to them and
te rerform their duties to <ihe family, the country and humanity;

11l. . It chculd be one of the principal aims of sociel education to teach respect
for physical intecrity and its rightful piasce in humen life. The human bedy,
. Wwhether thet of weman er mzn is inviolalble end respect for it is a fundemental
. element of humen dignity and freedem; : - \'7-

x2. Every couple and every individual has the right to decide freely and
responsibly wihetlher or not to have children as well as to determine their number
end specing, and o have informatiocn, education &nd means to do soj

13. Respect for humen dignity encompasses the right of every woman to decide
freely for hersclf whetker or not to contract matrimony; - ' =B

.
.

1k, Tre issue of inegquality, as it affects the vast majerity of the women of the
, world, is closely linked with the prcblen of under-develorment, wnich exists as a
reswlt not only of uasuitable intorne] structures, bul also of a profoundiy unjust

15. The full erdé complete Aaval orment, of eny country re
= =2

o
tarticiration of women as vell as man in eld fields: the under-utilizatior of %he
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16. | The ultirate end of develoxment is to achieve a better quality of life for el
which neons not only the develorment of eecnemie and other matericl resources tut also
the physical, moral, intellectual and cultural growth of the huaca perzony ~

17« |' In order to integrate wecmen into develormernt,.Stetes ashould vndertake the
necessary chocnges in their economic end socinl zolicies tecruses wonen have the right to
participate and contribute to the total developaent effort;

q |

18. The present state of internctional cceonomic roletiona posead egerious obstacles
to a nore efficient utilizatica of cll bunan and metcriel rotenticl for accelerated ..
developaent exd for the inprovement of livinz stondard~ in dzvelopirz countries aimed at
the elininztign of hunger, child mortality, waenplojicent, illitercey, ignorence end -
beckverdness,| [vhich concerns ell of huzenity end wemen in particular, It is therefore
essentiel to Rsteblish end implowment with urgency the oy Interraticnal Eccncumic Order
of vhich the Cherter of Econoxie Rights and Duties of Steizs censtitutes a besic
element, found=d on equity, sovereign equality, interderaadcice, comren interest, co=-
cperation exong all States irrespective of their geeial and sconemie systems on the
principles of p2aceful co-existenca and on th~ promsticn 57 the entire international
coxaunity of econsmic ond social progress of ell countriei, asrecinlly davelcping
countries; and oa the progress of States-ecaprising the intarnctioanl community;

19. The principle of full and permanent . sovareifuty of every Stote over its
naturel resources, wealth hnpg|min everaas ¢ aqtiTizes (o [welll kb @4s irslienable right
of naticnalization as an expression of this sovereiznty, conctitute fi-damental
Preraquisites In the process of economic snd social develorrmoants

20.  The cttainment of econczic end pocis) gcale, so bdasic to the reslization of
the rigivis of wexen, do not, however, of thexcelves bring ebont the full intogration of
woien in develerment on ¢ besis of cquality with mon wnlees gcopecific ronsures are
undertaken aimed ot the eliminatioa of 211 forus of dincriminetion ezainst them., It is
therefore importeat to formulate and isplement modsls of develczaant that will promote
the pertizipation snd advancement of wonen in all f£iolds of work, provide thea with

eqral educationcl opportumities, esnd such serviess r.s o W feeilitatc housevork;

2l. Modernizatiecn of the agricultural sector oF vast ersos of +ue vorld id an
incispensadle element for progress, particnla=ly &8s it cyearos cpparttaities for
gillicna of rurel womea to mparticivate ia Gevealeraars, Covorn~enta, thoe United Nations,
ils speciclized agencico and other coupatent rosionsl »ni interaniional orgenizaticns
should gunpors: pProjeets dszsigned to utilize the maximm notential cnd to develop the
self-reliatce of rvral wewsng ' 3

-
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22, It must be caphesized that, given tha reguired eccncuie, social and legal
conditions 03 well £s the appropriste attitvdsa conducive to tha full snd equal
Porticipatizn ef vomea in coclevy, efforts ond mzpoures aimed ot & mare intensified
%ntcgr:ticn of women in cevelorasnt esn oaly te sucenasivils: inpletanted if wode an
integral port of ovarenll sociol ond ezesomic zrovth., /12 D01 participatica of wvonmen
%n the vorious ecencmie, cocial, rolitical erd cultim=nl £2elaryy 1o oa ioportoat
1§5ication oT thz &menic propress of recrles &nd their c¢zvelorment. Individual humen
rigile ‘can ocaly Lz reslized within the Trezevork of toial develojorats

|
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23+ The objectives considered in this Declaration cen be achieved only
in a world in which the relstions between States are governed, inter alia, by
the following principles: the sovereign equality of States, the free _
self-determination of reoples, the unaccepiability of acquisition or attempted
acquisi‘b;fpn f territories by force and the prohibition of recognition of such an
acquisition, |territoriel intezrity, end the right to defend it, and '
non-interference in the domestic affairs of their Stetes, in the sem~ manner
that relaticns batweea hurmen beings should be governed by the supreme principle
of the equplity of rights of women znd-men; ' ' .

.. 2k, nternational co-operation end peace require the achievement of national
liveration|end independence, the elimination of colonialism and neo-colonialism,
foreign occ¢upation, zionism, en2riheid, racial discriminetion in ell its forms as
well as the recognition of the dignity of peoples end their right to self-
determination; ;

25.] Voman heve a vital role to play in the promotion of peace in all
sphere i life: din the family, the community, the nation and the
world. As such, women =must participate equally with men in the R

decision-'xflaking proﬁfjﬁa&%%ﬂlﬂarﬁoqurO at all levels;

26. Woman as well as men together should eliminate colonialism,
neo-colenislism, imperielirm, foreizn deminetion and occupation, zionism, apartheid,
raciel discrimination, the ecquisition of land by force and the reccgnition of sich
acquisiticn, since such practices inflict incalculable suffering on women, men .and
children;

27. The soliderity of women in ell countries of the world should be supported
in their protest ecainst violriicns of hween rights condermned by the United liations.
All forms of repression and inhu-=n troatment of women, men and ¢hildren, including
imprisonment, torture, rassecres, collective punishment, destruction of homes,
forced eviction and erbvitrary restricticn of movement shall be considered crimes
against humanity eand in viclaticrn of the Universal Declarstion of: Human Rights and
other internationsal instruments;

28. Women all over the vorld should unite to eliminate violations of human
rights cormitted againzt women and 6irls such as: ragpe, prostitution, physical
assault, mental eruelty, child marriage, forced marriege and marrisge.as a
commercial trensection; -

23. Peace reguires that women as well £s men reject any type of intervention

in the domestic affairs of States, whetha» it be openly or covertly carried o

by other States or by transnationsal corporations. Peace also requires thet wemen
as well as men also prorote the respect for the sovereign right of a State to
establish its own econcric, sociel and political system without undergoing political
and economic pressures or coercion of eny types-
. e

30. Vomen as well ss men should promote resl, general and complete
disarmement under effactive international control, sterting with nuclear disarmement.
Until genuine disarmarment ig echieved, women snd men tavoushout $he world must
maintain their vigilence and do their utmost to achieve and maintain international
DeEsce, -
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WHEREFORE , 1 .- ' o By e

| ' 5 o A 2N EES T
‘The World Conference of the International Women's Year,

1. Aff vms its faith in the objectives of the International Women's Year
which are equarlity, development and peace;

3

t e, Prodlleims its commitment to the achievement of such ob.}-ect{vss;

o 3. Btronzly urges Covernments, the entire United Nations System, regional
and internati?nal inter-governmentel organizations and the internsetional community
&8. a'ywhole. to'dedicate themselves to the crestion of a just society where women,
“men ‘and children cen live in dignity, freedom, justice and prosperity.
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