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THE FRENCH PROGRAMM FOR

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR

By creating a Government Secretariat '"to promote all
measures the purpose of which is {o open up access by women to
all levels responsability in French society and to climinate any
discrimination worien might be =ubject to", the President of the
French Republic has demonstrated in a signal way the great impo-
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france will therefore start 1975 declared io be
"International Women'sYear" by the United Nations Organization,
on December, 18, 1972, in the spirit of reform which moves its
government. !

It recognizes at the same time that, while it is
among the foremost countries on the way to a "de jure and de
facto” equality much remains to be achieved yet.

The Tnternational Women's Year must provide

- The opportunity for the Governmment to show by concrete measures
that i1 is anxious to speed up the already started process of
equalization, within the respecet of the Nation's deep-rooted
tradition$.

- The possibility for all women o express their preoccupaticns,
needs, hopes and visions ef the future.

- The oppoertunity for all participants in.the French organized
sessions teoe exchanhbic idcas, infermation and comparisouas,
to take part in debates which will be Ffruitful for the woumen
of all countries intere ted, to make proposals for ihe yeaxrs
to come,

At the initiative of Madame Fraugoise GIROUD, Secra-
taire 4'Etat & la Condition Féminine {Secrctary of State for the
Co“dition of Womankind), & Comiié Nationazl d'Organisation (Matio-
nal) Committer ) has hom set uwp, representing almost all the wo-
e s associations of all leanings.
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Thus, the main lines of the French programm have been
defined, around a general theme : "The Next Step". ‘

France intends :

- to gather in Paris, on Saturdy, March the ist, Sunday, March
the 2nd, and Monday, March the Jrd, women with government re-
sponsabilities in the European and Frecnh-speaking countries,
as well as women of all countries occupying responsible positions
in the political, economic, social and cultural fields.

_ 1. = Each of the Government women will be requested to speak
about the following during the first plenary session 3 '

2) her personal.trajectory,

b) the way she attained fecr present function,

¢) the conclusions she draws from this experience
concerning the possibilities for the women of her
country to take part in public affairs,

d) the result of her experience in the government to
which she beloungs and the difficuliies or otherwise,
and the contraints or otherwise which she encounters
on account of her being a woman,

e) the objectives which she is setting te the women of
her country for "The Next Step".

it would also be interesting if each would answer the
following questions :

-~ Is there, in your function to-day, a noticeable difference of
weight, means, efficiency as between men and women >

decisiony a0 uigar O utUI’O

Two men, both French, will at the beginning and end of
thie plenary sessions, put forward their own view of what "The
Next Step" could be for women in the world.

- What would expact of a_braader pariicipation by women in the
)3? 3 D P h 4
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2. - Committees will meet in Ehe framework of these "Iatéernat.-
ional March Days'", each having as its chairwoman, a foreign guesi,
particularly qualified by her professioral, trade union. cultural
or political function. They will examine five main themes :

1. Pelitical, trade.unicn, and professional participat-
ion, : ) ;
2. The role of women in economy (a sub-committee being
set up for rural qguestions,

3. Education, training, culture, sports,

4, Family, housing, birth,
45, Justice, the rights of women, information.

Vorking groups are already in action in the Freuch
frafmeworl: to present the state of situation and to determine
the major problems to be submitted to the commitilees.

Bach of these comuittees will present a report and
recommendations which will be consslidated ivbo a synithesis

Onn the ccecasion of this international session which



will :he under the patronage of the Fresident of the Republic
and to which he will be present, cerfain activities will
take place in Paris :

1) a multi-sports meeting, with a view to disseminating
a new image of modern-woman, as she appears in the mastery
of sports.

2) an exhibition illustrating the different- images cof
woman in the world.

3) a Women's Day in all the primary and secondary scholls
and educational establishments, where pupils will be given
broad information about he place and role of women in %o-
day's society, their effective participation in all fields of the
country's development, and the handicaps which they have yet
to overcome. -

There will' be publication of :
- a brochure, in French and in English,
women in France,
- a poster,
- a postage stanmp,

- a coin.

These "International Days" will be the start of a
vast effort to prepare minds throughout France.

Do ) AIRCAE-CLH Giall @o bl € role of the

Secrétariat d'Etat’a la Condition féminine to impose on
women's org nizations, or on French wowen in general, any
particular approach to Women'sYear, or "The Next Step' theme
for reflection and action which it has, for its own part,
chosen.

It will only supply to all those who wish it obhject-
ive decumentation for such reflecticn, and a permanent sccie~
tariat which associations, trade unions and ministries will
be able to call on if they so wish, to obtain help in prepar-
ing their own events and launching them. The role of this
Secrétariat permanent de 1'Année de la Femme (Permanent
Secretariat for Women's Year), under the responsability of
Claude du GRANRUT, will be cnord:nation and the possible
supply of services.

* The resolutions which will be voted by the committees
with international participation in March, will be communica-
ted to 2ll associations having decided to organime their own™
"Study Days" or diverse other activities, to serve as a non-
limitative basis for their work.

For their own pnrt, the regional delegates of the

Secretariat d'BEtat & la Condition Féminimne will create
flectioa groups which ‘.‘il . be openr on a broad baszis, te
man as wcil as woumen, sc¢ as to gather the ""Fatc-: number

of opinions, criticisms, wishes, about fhe situation of
women in French society, its desirable evelution, pitfalls
to bBe avoided, acrions fec be underiaksn at short and
medium term.
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The Secrétariat d'Etat & la Condition Féminine wishes
to encourage the regional and municipal autherities, as well
as each of the associations which so desire, to organize the
greatest possible number of meetings, discussions, comparisons
and exchanges allowing all to express themselves, to put forw-
ard their views and make them known, so that this International
Women's Year can be really the Year of all women.

The proceedings of all this activity will be gathered
and a synthesis made, which will be published throughout
France.

On Cctober 24th 1975, France will celebrate Internati-
cnal Women's Day by means of various events, the form of which
has not yet been finally decided on, but which will be the
result of broad consultation. In particular, Young women and
young men will be invited in the framework of regional events
organized in each great provincial city, to come and state
together their views for the future, for "The Next Step"
to make.

In general terms, the Secretariat d'Etat & la Condition
Féminine and the Comité National d'Organisation will mainly
aim at :

- keeping women better informed so as to develop their social
consciousnee and their sense of belonging to a community in
Progress.

- helping them to attain self-assurance and confidence in
other women, allowing them to be proud of themselves without
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to "The Next Step" by French women.
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