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Mr. President

Members of all delegations

) *
We would like to address you in the name of a country that

is at this moment undergoing a profound change in political and so-
cial aspects. The Revolution of the 25th of april 1974 has brought
with it new possibilities in the way of democracy and pluralism, in
the construction of a true socialism and in the achievement of desco-
lonization. As a matter of fact, the fall of an authoritorian regime
has allowed the existence and exercise of democratic freedom, has
allowed new patterns of social 1life and the right for all voices to !
be heard. The choice of true socialism by the people of our country’
is the basis For theconstruotdohwrt @ blads1ess society, where all
have the same opportunities and where explorers and exploited shall
be no more. The Revolution has also started the process of decoloni-
zation, based upon the recognition of the right of &ll veonles to
self-determination and indenendence and of the Justice of a struggle
for national liberation.

Out of these framework of essential values and policies a
new society is emerging in which portuguese women have a role to
play.

For us, then, the International Women's Year comes at a
time of deen change in political, sociai, cultural and economical
aspects; a time also of quest and tension, a time of growth as a ?
nation and as a people.

The Portuguese Goverment, in the text of a resclution about



the celetration of the International Women's Year in ocur country
pointed out: "In Pcrtupal, this year coincides with the consolida-
tion of the Revclution of April 25th and its significance becomes,
therefore, narticulary important, for the evclution of.a‘country in
which women represent a great nrogressive force".

This reveclutionary cituation that we live now leads us to
be particularly sensitive tc cne of the basic noints of this Confe-
rence and of the International Women's 7ear - the whole conceot of
develcpment and its global siegnificance. We are at a stage when
develcoment is vital for cur country. It is a pre-requisite for the
achievement of our ultimate political goals.

What, then, can be or must be the role of women in such a
revoluticnary context and in a.persnective cf develooment? To answer
this question, we would like to share with you all, some of ocur re-
flections on this point.

First of all, what does develonment really mean and how
should women particinate in its process?

\g::'__ﬁﬁ Development, as it has already been emphasied in this Con-
ference "is not only eccnomic growth, but implies change, social,
structural and attitudinal change'". We certainly agree with the
fact that change involves increasing national income, improving
levels of 1iving, adopting new technology, acquiring new skills and
capacities, changing values of cccupations, ete. Indeed, it 1is very
important reforming the social econcmic structure and establishing
new institutions. What is at stake with development ‘is a much

broader concept of social change. Social change which implies eco-



nomic growth, needs at least that economic growth which makes funda-
mental socjial rights feasible and therefore capable of allowing a
new social order. In this ccntext, integration of women in develop-
ment - that which ccncerns us now - is the ability to participate
actively in the process of change and to utilize effectively the
opportunities offered by it: integraticn of women in develooment
effert is indeed their canacity to intrcduce a new dinamic force in
these process of change made up by the collective attitude and .con-
certed action of women at all levels and in all snheres of social
and econcmic 1life.

]leman must participate - must be present and active as
women in this building up of new vatterns of society. | However, it
is true that[women|h&ve beén lodked up[inta,syster of relationship
where the rules have been more clearly defined than those of men and
have confined them to certain svheres of action. We want to stress
that even when we speak of the importance of the integration of
women in development in terms of the economic value of that partici-
pation we take as the most important element the happiness of women,
the capacity for them to be active, havpniness builders of the new
society we all are looking for, regardless of the tyve of society
from which we come, regardless of the unequal distribution of wealth,
regardless of the low gross national product or the high gross natio-
nal product that characterizes each one of our countries.

It's always the woman as a human being, as full human being

with a right to happiness and a right to introduce in history a new
capacity of being human that is at stake. We are tired of the slogans



that we need to sacrifice ocurselves for the next generation. In
fact, sacrifice is a beautiful thing when it comes out of a dynamic
and perscnal choice, but can not be imposed by any authorities and
sacrifice is not a political rule. It is a moral attitude and as
such a moral attitude belongs to the individual conscience. There-
fore, it is the women today as they are, as human persons that should
be our concern in all the efforts of their integration in deve-
lopment and construction of a new scciety.

Another element to take intc account in this analysis is
our conviction that collective force of women will bring about a new
aspect in social change. It is very striking to see that social
change in all countries has been accompiished mostly by men, and
women have to[adapt-|to-fhat change,made by ,imen, Even the countries
and the revolutions that consider themselves most avantgarde take
for granted that women will follow in their wake. In fact, very
often women can not do anything else but follow in the way of the
rules laid down by men. However, we think that it is time that women
help to change drastically the direction of social change. It was
very interesting for us to see in the FAO paper concerning the role
of women in rural development the concept of social visibility. How-
ever, this concept is not only a concept for the rural ﬁomen, but is
also a concept for the urban women. We need, in order to speak in
an adequate way of participation of women or integration of women in
development, to review completely the capacity of women to make their
work and other women's work socially visible.

A last point on this question of development and participa-



T%s\ tion and one that does concern every country is the concept of fun-
damental solidarity of all courtries in connection with development,
namely eccnomic develconment. This in itself is a very imvortant
princinle because it oputs above the individual needs and rights of
the different countries the need for cocperaticn between all states.
The fact that particivaticn of all countries cn a basis of equality
should be satisfied at the level of the world economic nroblems with
a view tc the common interest of all countries is a most significant
one. This is imvortant because woren in this ccntext are subject of
change. It is a discrimination made by the United Nations body it-
self if we go on distingzuishing between women in develoned and wemen
in developing countries. We may distinguish them for the sake of
analysis, for Ehel seld € statihpiGhich lareltile nproblems in cne part
of the world and in the other part of the world, but we can not dis-
tinguish them in what concerns strategy, because strategy imnlies the
solidarity among all countries and therefore the sclidarity among
women of all countries. That solidarity is not only a consequence of
the integraticn which is a part of this new eccnomic order but - this
is fundamental for us - it is a basic conditicn for this new interna-
tional economic order tc be effective. That same change will also

t_,;be the basis of a new relationship among nations.
j> We have been sharing with you some reflections on women
development and participation. We are ccming to an endj however
we would like only to say how this is expressed in concrete terms in
our country at this moment. In the first place, there is a strong

feeling that the conditions are there for women to participate.



There are the conditions and the will and the effort. As a matter
of fact portuguese women are there taking part massively in the
electlions, colaborating in political parties, in neighbourhood co-
missions,in worker's commitees in mass-meetings and street demons-
trations, etc. They may not be at decision-level yet, they may not
be in large numbers yet in high administrative and govermental posts,
but they, the women among the people take resvonsabjilities and ini-
tiatives now. This is for us a source of hope and joy and a vromise
of a new society that we hope will be based upon justice and solida-
rity. We could also mention the ccnerete achievements in the con-
questlof women's rights, but we shall not go into that now. We
shall only say that however much may have been accomrplished in this
last year, we feel that still almost everything remains to be done.
The other side of reality is still the very vivid exploitation of
women, both in the labour-market and in domestic 1ife. In orofessio-
nal work women still receive lower wages than men doing the same job.
At home, women still carry the burden of a double task not shared by
men. aAwareness of this oppression is wakening in women's minds. At
the same time the cavacity and the will to fight against oppression
and build justice is growing in their hearts. There is a revelutio-
nary force at work, both in the way of a structural change in society
and in the women's own status, role and condition.

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, we believe that our
task at this moment is to fight both for a Revclution that may lead
us to complete freedom as a people and for a Revolution on the Status

of Women that may lead us to full participation and fullfilment.



Mr. President

As I finish this statement, allow me to greet in a very
speclal way the women of Angola, Guine-Eissau and Mozambique. That
they may help to build new countries of justice of freedom. For

them and their peovnles the best wishes from the women of Portugal.



