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lladar1 Chairmen,

Allow me to start by congratulating you, on behalf
of the people and of the Governuent of Portugal, for your
election to guide the work of the III Committee., Personally,
the least I can say about your chairmanship is that, through
your Zirmmess aad sense of Jdirection, you were able to
convince cne, a newconer :n thls Comittee, to make ny
intervention today, while I had planned to nake it as late
ag possiblel

Ly congratulations go also to the other meubers of the
Bureau,

The report introduced so clearly by iir, cansson to the
ITII Commitiee is an extremely valuable . SURVEY of the world
gsocial situation, I underline the word survey, because

this word conveys to nie at once the scope and the linitatims

o2 the report)

The scope 1s, in fact, as hig as the world :tself,
ITobody who is In the least degree acquainted with research
in the public or private sector will deny the iupressive
amouny of worl, o2 compilation and correlation of data, of

-2
creative thinking, that has uade;%his report a rather
Tascinating "book" to read,

There 1o secope also in the attenpt to enconpass the
global situation ol each region, Ineluding infornation,
corraento and even elexents of prospective on some relevant

speciiic Zactors Inm the social developuent of the region
concerned,

I an thinking, 2or exanple, about the chapters
on "Joutl and the commumity", "cultural asnects of social

chenge" anl "problens of participation, conflict and protest

Fies
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-in the addendua eoncerning Vestern Europej I an thinking
also about the tyﬁoiog&;bfiferiunraﬁbii%ﬁ to the Latin
Anerican countries, about the atiexpt to evaluate cevelopnen:
planning in {the African continent, etcsss

There is scope also in Fart II of the repors, both in
the vast azount of sourceg referred to and in the attempt
to give autonouy to sectors wiich seldom have adequate
treatnend, naiely the rehabilitation of the disabled,
regional and corrammity developrient, wrban and paysical
planning, etec,.

3ut this anbitious and, to a great extent, rather
successful report, has its linitationg of wkich, I an sure,
its authors are the first tc be aware of,  If you allow ne,
Liadan Chairman, Iaa going to describe the =ost obvious
linitations and will try to cone, at the end, hopefully to
sone congtructive vuggesiiony,

The first linitation comes IZron the very atteupt to
aakq?comprehansive and, taerefore, comparable report, This
coues, partly, fron the over-utiligation of statistiocs,

It ic a dazgerous tool, tending to nake the world uni-dinen
sional, - It seens to me that scecial sciences con't need to
prove aay.ilore their capac iy Zor interpreting reality by
the use of gtatistics,

Conparative figures are part of the seeningly unavoidaile
process 0 the escalade o2 2roduetion, o2 the escalade of
consuzption, o2 the escalace of gocial iieasures as new
congwpilon=-nroduction goods,

'Sudh an escalade ereatec i the public cpinion the
convietion that -t Is good, necessary and always identical,

WWien, through the process of "social Cenand", suel conviciim
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is translated in political Zeagures, 1t tends to accentuate
isolation and over-indivicualis::, to engender 2 nechanisn
of national self-deception, tc widen the gap beitween nations,
This comment does not deny the need Tor a 'quantitative"
Plcture of ilhe world; it rather asks for a quanvitative
pbture =z whiek, as it was gtated *n a zeeting of experts
on gocial policy and planning, "while muen: uore statistical
worl and data collection are neeled, enphasis should be
given to tle neglectec areag, nernally callel "socialn,
and to the comceptual problen of how to test and coubine
the inl’ cators and obtain %he mowledge ol the coefficients
of interrelaiions between tlien",  (Z/CI1.5/kL5, pg.5)
Thug, 2y delegation supports tie suggestion zade by
Ge distinguiched debgate of Foland that the report should

have a more gualitative approach waich includes, and yet

goes Dbeyonl, the quantitative one, giving interpretation

rationarbWNEACa0 Cuidar o Futuro

he second limitation 27 the report congists, in the

view oI 1y delegation, in the sectorial approcaci2 to the
global problen of soeial developnent, (Thls has been
renarked auong others, by the Cisvinguished Jelegate of
Frarce), It g true that the introduction of the report
stresses tlis very linitat.cn, pointing cut to aspects of
gocial developnent whielk will neel multi-gsectorial or
super-gectorial approaech in the Zuture, (p2g. 19 Intr,)
There is not yet a possibility Zor adeguate analysis and
thus 2or operational plamning, Hdowever, the sector:ial

approae: n tilg thresizoll of DD2 appears as nisleading

in sc far as it raices befsre all nations uniZom needs,
Ayt 'i"ﬂlr e el ~a et a T = -b-: - 1 - t =7 29 ar"‘
Ser --v.-.-.ub’ s e e eOVu‘. ) =4+ ' 1 i P.....r el 6 3 § GI' COIIOGP e g ._am ? LN
goc.ety., Uo glve just ome ewanple, while corienting on
"Zocd production" (Intro, ng. 9) iie report says tihat
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"that access to a nore nutritious diet is to a2 large extent
detercined by earning capacity", Lllaybe this sentence is
out o2 context and needs to be nuancée; neveriheless, it
speaks ol a concept of nan's well-being as depending on
his earning capacity., It seems that, thoug: this view
nay be defenfed in a procuction-oriented society, it
certainly camnot correspond to the bacie convictions of
the United Nations, On the conicary, the interdependence
aoong el 1ust give roon to gratuitous actions, to creativity
whick nobody and notiing can pay.,

It would seen a dangerous path to follow if the United
ations would get up the same Zind o7 targets Zor the whole
world in the different sectors. I presuze that suck is not
the inteation of* the report, given the background of all
the worl done by the Un. .ted ilat ons on the level o7 a
wified cCevelopuent planning

The t.F:-lj 1iaitatio: .LII da arg Ic_-‘ut-otea in the

voluwinoue report igd a certain "Zo " concept oZ gsocial
2 (L

developzent and of its real:, AZter the 2irst euphoria of
econoll’sus over gitrictly econonic Zactors, we had the era
02 the humanigts nlead’ng Zor wikat they called nere "hunan',
nere "gocial" areas, IV g inportant to note in this regars
one c¢i the conclusions o2 the M"ieeting of experts on social
Dolliey aad plaaning", nauely it:at "the ._scolated use of
.adividual Indlicators n their present and often nisleading
Zor:x ghould Dbe digeouraged, whether so-called "eccnonic!
indicators such as GIIF or so-called "Social" indicators
such as enrolment rates." (Z/C11.5/4L5 pE.6)

In Tact, the report under our consgideration couldnt't
avoll puelh treat:ent of sccial developnent and is therefore
"inperfect" and'™isleading"., 1ly delegation does not ignore
the CiZZiculty zet by the asutlors of the —eport in the

"lack of nethodological tools for integrated »nlanning"

of/ose
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(intr., pg. 17), but wished that lack would be enphasized
alongo’Ce wiik the Indlcators piven im the sector:ial
enalysis o2 the report,

1% noy bDe argued that the corients I have just made

are Zore iheoreticdihan pperational, They are, however,

the Dbackgrounc for the main points I would lilke to stress
aere, Madan Chairnarn,

-2 the world social situation is deteriorating, we
are not goiag to help .t Dy using this report as the
ingtruzent o appralsal and evaluation curing DD2, It 8,

tiie Deard o the natter that needs to he tackled, And it

congiots in a simple question: is development a guantifiable

and therelore, wniforn and couparable reality?

The uzi? el approach for developuent plamning cannot
be loslked Zor in teras of the juxtaposition o? sseial and

T

econonlc indicators and goals, DJevelopnent, of whi.ch

econonle aﬁ sac ﬁéttheda lbeitﬁtl,ﬁ' 6&2‘1;&, 8, to the

wméersiandlag o” ﬁy Gelegation, the procesg through which

2 g.vansceiety faces itc ownr historical evolution and draws

-k

from -fs eultural roots tihe inpetus 2 give direction and

- o g ol
purposs o idt,

dack: culvural group, hound by Ilistory and by cormon
aspirations, o the only onme able to disecver its owm law
of levelonuaent, Toklsgis true as well of a nation ag of
regional or ethnical groups within a nation, The 2irm way
in whielh the Jdlgiinguished delegate o2 3razil has challenged
in Dig ‘ntervention tle talken~Tor-granted question of the
population growih is a clarilfying exaple of tie cultural
GiZZereniiation needed for every process of develospnient to
happen, Jueck weas the convietion expressed at the neeting

o2 experts on soclal poliey and planning: "Each

Y



couneyy siould coaduct regeaxrc: to determine whiel are

the Desv available Indlcators o the degree oI guccess

in attaining itrue gocial goalc, 1v ig nuel: zore icportant
Zoxr eack cowmmitry to have ugeful indicators for its om
Planzing purpoges thenm to have gtandardized imdicators to
per::it ‘nternational comparigona" (B/Ci1,5/485, pg. 285)
Such strong opinion is conZ. rzed by the work o2 sone

oy ol Ty oL

aznchrepolog.ets and soeciologists in recent years, with

their enphasis on giud. es-m-lenil at_the nicro-leveil,

lly guestion s, then: are the United ilations, as the
208t representative body o2 the world, willing tc loosen
their grip o the over-cenmitralization of researclh, are
they willing to aveid the illugiorn of an gver-all picture

that conegs Zrom a vorld-wile model?

- - L]

il.adax Chaircan tle regolutlcn conecerming vhe

[¢)
<
™
|a-l
Q
YJ
5
[0
]
cr
R €3]
ok

rategy stresses the need to
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op.non, -owever, o pretend that public

opin_on can be tiobilized, at the ati tuinal level, by a

k
o
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hexr uniZorm coneept o2 developnent is to digregaré the
mdasental 1aw o2 aature, acecording to whieh It is only

3 4

re2l what can 2e actualiiszed,

Jach greup can get, Ircu the ‘nner core of is belng,
& focus Tor the process o Cevelopient, sonetiiing that is
greater than the acilevenent of seclorilal tavrgets, a goal
to De achieved by a coomuniiy (large or onall, gathered in
the caze gpace or scattered in J.22srent places) who 2as
the sane basgic uaderstanding of 1 2e and wvalues,

Jnless the United ilaticns stinulate the discovery ol

ways througlh whiecl the inrer driving-Ioxee o2 & goclely

can De ezpressed anl nobillzed, the DD Is Jdoozed to failure,

Thlpg s why we would 1lllze ©c eunphas’te the need ITor
rtraining, technical ass’gtance, 2ield work and strengthening
of local Instvitubtions", capable o going to the core o2

of see
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eac: culdture, "rather tian Drecad general regearch",

(j/JU.E/éhsz’:one abotractly on a renoted way from reality,

Yalo reagoning apnlies to any group ‘n the world,
denece, i1.o&an Chalrnan, even 12 the report of the world
scelal glituation Guells more opecifically on the so-called
"developling countries", the procescs o2 developnent s

gozetliing that concernms all nationg, Wi thout dlsregarding

the treaendous J sparities exiogting ‘n the world, the
ntllions o hwuan helngs n neeld of the mininal level o

living =y cdelegation wantsc to stress that development is a
&

moric-wide problem, and thal eacl society, no natter how

riex and Iighly ‘=dnstrialized I% nay be, 2as continuously

ey

to go thrcugh tie process 22 its owm developaent, Only

through this way can externel a’d and techmnm’cal assistance,
acquize full hwumasm Dneaning,

© seeas paradoxz.cal to speal: o2 one world-wide proble.
ani, at

ﬁLFﬂﬁdé?ﬁO \‘@ﬂi}dar 'Bel]gﬁggg y_of approach
neeced . eack gituation,

—cvever, tls paradox can c2ly e polved in a dialectical
tenolon Detween the national realivy and the world reality,

is

{ o
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[N

n tilg tenslon, I belleve, that unlity of all nations
teizes .t8 ot dynariie oot

Ag concluslong, lada: Jhalrmen, I woulld like to point
out three Ziens:

1) The 1970 report 7o a needed tool Tor DIZ hut it
repregents only a preliminary worlk and could not be tae
only Dasle foxr evaluaition of 12,

2) The WO gysten, iZ It wants to he esZiclent, cannot
go in practice wiih the exioting compartuentalization,

e ‘ncongruliy of the pregent siltuation has BLeen felt
and the suggestion nade iIn the ICOGCC report that "w thin

oot she Couecil and the General Agsenbly, all questions

o/ ose
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Telasizng to development should be congideres by & gingle
bDody", (3C080C report, XV gocial dev, dara, 521)
Je can only stress t:ic need very stroxgly.
3) Liy delegat. oz would ks ta plead Zor a visgible
translatiocn o2 the Hrue Clvers ity erbodied in %hip Aggenhly

~a agguing that social nolicy and plaanizy s culourally

Zoowec and should be dealt with ag suel, in Zuture researeh
JEoLTraig.  Yhe Tortuguese Jelegailon Lo convinced that

poucl. an &pproack would e & help Zor naticnal levelopuend
as well ag Zor the Zullilnent 52 the Joited ilatiog goals

o2 peace ani Dhapniness in the wozlé,

Fundacéo Cuidar o Futuro



