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(u-na relae 1)
GENERAL _PRINCIPLES

Each Catholic student commnity working In a University must
make 1ts members aware of the general principles which d go=-
vern their action.

A. MNYSTICAL BODY OF CHRIST

1. The Mystical Body is the sharing of the life of Christ by men
of 211 reces and netions in a strong and deep unity with Him,

2¢ In the lystical Body everyone 1s really unique, as Christ is
the source of each and every person. The holming to the tieal
m gresupposu therefore a close personal relationship with
3

Se Being a supernatural reality the Mystical Body camnot be iden
tifled with any kind of eivilization or culture. But as It is for-
med by incarmated people living in an incarmated world, It assumes
their positive values.

4, The Mystical Body 1s not complete until It embraces the whole
gr mthi:d. Bach member must strive for this fulfillment which
orms iv force the, apost tee
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Be THE LAY APOSTOLATE :

l. Whereas the Lay Apostolate is a participation in the Aposto-
late of the Hierarchy, it is lived by people working in the tempo
ral order who infuse this order with the love of the Wystical Bo-

aye

2, The Lay Apostolate is not a mere task : 1t 1s an expression
of 1life and an Integration of both the being and the doling. Its

very basis is love.

3« The Lay Apostolate has to provide people with adequate tral-
ning for all spheres of life providing conditions for efficient
action and formation in specialized flelds of apostolic activity.

4. The University Apostolate has & specific purposes a)- the
christienizatipn of the University, b)- to serve the Church by
putting ones intellectual talents to work for its mission.

5. In the general framework of the lay apostolate woman has a -
specific part to play. As Our Lady made possible Tthe physical life
of Christ by her fiat, so women are ecalled to give thelr spiritual
gifts to the bullding of Christ's Mystical Body. While men are the
active principle of society, women are the source of love.
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C. THE WISSION OF THE UNIVERSITY :

1. The University is not defined by the social or (even less)
technical implications and needs of the country., Its very mission
lays above the changing features of the time and space. It serves
Truth and must be entirely devoted to it. Nevertheless one impor-
tant factor the University has to take into mccount is the needs
of the country.

2. A University is a training centre for intellectual formation
on the st level. More important than providing technical
know-how is its task of training people to find solutions to pro-
blems themselves, in the light of their theoretical background,
Such a basic training is of particular importance where students
are feced with quickly changing situations as in Africa,

3¢ The University is a centre of propagation and deepening of
sclentific and cultural values, This task emables it to give clear
guldance to socleby. When the changing features of the soclety ask
roria definite attitude, University must state clearly its orien-
tation,

4s A University must be a source of leaders for the soclety, gi
ving to the students a true human formation. It ensbles them to
guide their people by their service in the professional, socleal,
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THE UNIVERSITY IN AFRICA

The svecifiec role of the University points out the need for
clear and fruitfull relations between the University and the social
institutions which are more decisive for humen life, that means,
the state, the Church, and society as a whole.

A, THE UNIVERSITY AND THE STATE :

l, Politics is the domein of the "possible" things and culture
is the domain of the "right" things., Belonging to the cultursl or-
der, the University stands above the State - 1t camn't compromise
Truth in the solutions fhe State 1s working for and has nothing to
do with political choices. The universslity of culture obliges the
University in Africa to stand above any kind of wationalisms,

2+ To be a real %veran_:l, sharing the universal Truth and cove
ring in its curricul most essential domains of human

is the condition for the fullfillment of its task towards the State.



In Africa, this means conecretely that the Univer y must have
a close relationship with other Universities and try not to be
confined to only one field of cultural activities.

Se In the changing political situations of Africa, the Univer
sity cann't be indifferent to the State. On the contru-{, it
must exerce a rigid control on the State, not in the politieal
sphere but in the cultural values involved. Even more, it mast
be for the State a real inspiration giving to it a source of
thoughts and ways for practiecal solutions,

4, In its task of formation of the individuals, the University
has also an important role towards the State « it provides the
leaders, administrators and members of the profeasions, by which
the machinery of govermment is controlled.

Fully aware that many students will be leaders in the
politie, African University has to provide them with :

- & solld baekground on civie life where the rights of the
human person and the pursuit of comuon welfare are essentisal.

- an exact knowledse of the different forms and methods
that the State has taken in the oecidentel work

- & deep understanding and evaluation of the politic cone
ceptions of the African people

~ & skilled training for the civiec life offering them oppor
tunities for leadership in the student's and socisl 1life and gi-
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£e The State has also some duties towards the University. As
the University is intended for the formation of the individuals,
the State has to give to its most capable citizens the possibi-
lity to acouire this formatlon, As a whole the University 1is en
institution contributing decisively to the common good, The Sta-
te has, therefore, the duty to support the University. In Africa,
where growing needs for & clear guldence and lesdership have
arisen, the State has a very specilal duty to provide soclety with
the competent leaders and specialized professionals it needs.

6. The financial support given by the State to the University
doesn't imply that the State would contrel the University - here
it 1s a real danger for the freedom of the University. But, of
course, the State has the duty and the right to safeguard that
the University is always serving the common good. When conflicts
arise the State is, at least, the responsible organ for the por=-
motion of the common good. ‘

7+ The freedom and independience of the Unilversity towards the
State 1s usually ecslled University sauthonomy. This meens, the
work of the University demands the freedom to teach and to study
without fear of interference, the freedom for the University teo
employ what lecturers it considers suitable, and to admit at
students 1% judges to be gualified. The State should only inter-
fere in the conduct of the University when its activity is a den
ger to the well-being of the soclety.



8+ A danger to University autonomy arises from the politicel
activity of its members. The University as an :l.mt-i_tugim mst
maintain a striet political neutrality, The teaching members
mst make a clear distinetion between their political life and
their University life; the student's first work is to study to
prepare himself for 1life, so that his political activity must
not interfere with this preparation, and should be separated from
his University life.

9 A speclal duty of the State in the African countries is to
help University to acquire a good position in the world Universi
ty commmity, mainly through exchange of ideas and persons and ~
t a basic attitude of confidence that the University will
be able to find its own way.

B. THE UNIVERSITY AND SOCIETY 3

1, Society is leaded by ideas, expressed in theories or in ha-
bitudes, traditions and vazs of life., University i1s the source
of ideas and mmst radiate them in order to #nable soc to find
the right gattem and to make the right options. In the ican
situation there is a resl need for the guldance of the University
on 3

- the exect evoluation of cultursl conceptions and schemes

of life from Raro J
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the research t e clear on their value.

2. In its role of leading society in the cultural level, African
Universities must be deeply aware of the evolution taken by the
European society during the centuries. In this way, African socle
ty can aveid certain faults that have spoilt the european civili-
gation, namely the sscrifice of man in the first steps of the in-
dustrialization, and the fight among different people owing to
exegerated nationalisms, On the other side, African society can
learn from Burope the lesson of the “liberté fonciere” of the in-
dividual, the presence, even incomplete, of Christisnism in the
sociel structures and law, the respect towards the basic elements
of society, the dignity of women and the unity and independence
of the family.

3., African soclety has not to be fashioned in forelgn eg;:'mtem.
It has its own values, which can lead it to the full a t
of its own expression and make 1its contribution really uniche in
the concert of the mations. A cultural valuable synthesis, at the
same time African and universal, is needed. It is the task of the
University to give a definite contribution to the theoretical

foundations of this synthesis, making research on this fleld.

4, A culture, a conception of l1life 1s translated daily in cus-
tmorthepeoplamdinthanmningmtofﬁwdirrmtacti-
vities. In the changing situation of Africsa, University profes-
sions, being the opportunity of leading for very few, are the




normal channel for this culture. Forming compeTem

trained in thelr specialized fields and sble to imtegrate them in
a hnman vision of life and man, the University has a tremendous
influence on society.

5. In countries where a great majority of people are still 1lli-
terate, University has a specific responsability to undertake on
its shoulders the task of cultural extension and the contribution
to mess education, University students guided by the University bo-
d:l,oatt;an be orientated to such a kind of work in villages, during
vacations.

6e In the economic and social developments that are now
place in Africa, University camn't stand in an ivory tower, 1s
ted from the vital needs of the people. It has the very specific™
task to form in the students a spirit of service and dedication
towards the soclety. As a whole, the University has to point out
any kind of pre ce of races(not only against black but also

against white people) or supremacy of classes.

7. Society 1s made by men and women. There, each sex has 1lts owm
part to play. Women is the complement of man in soclety. Her role
in soclety is a specific one - motherhood is the widest expression
of this role. It can be fulfilled in the family thraughm
motherhood, but alsc in the soclety, thro:glilf s;tvh:i.tunil nomi .
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m;: citizens of the 3tate., University has an important part to
play 3

- it has to give to the women students a clear understending
and a specific formation for their role

- it has to form an elite of capable women able to lead other
women and to find solutions for the specific problems women have
to face in social life, family, education and profession.

- it has to develop a deep research on the situation of the
African woman and give & clear guldance about 1it.

8. Society, in turn, has to have a basic attitude towards the
University. Soclety must ask from the University people great com-
petence in the technical field but something mors also - a true
leadership and devotion to the service of all classes and social
institutions. Society has therefore to be exigent, But it has also
to iive a clear recognition of University people amd of their spe~
cific action in soclety. It cann't impose to them(directly or
through the soclal structures - the family, the clan or the tribe)
any kind of pressure which would make him %o conpromise his essen-
tial mission of service.

Ce THE UNIVERSITY AND RELIGION 3

1. The attitude of students in University in what religion as
such is concernmed, is strongly influenced the following factors:
- the attitude of lecturers and suthorities towards religion
(many tend to atheism in African University)



~ the teaching of religion which is pratically inexistent

- the religioms outlook in which secular studies are envisa-
ged ( every branche as if God would not exist and if the Church
would not give any ideas for life ).

- the religious formation given at the secondary school -this
is often divorced from life and presented from outside not going
to the students the possibllity of thinking by themselves.

- the idea that religion prevents them to take a positive
attitude in politics

2¢ It 1s obvious that religion must have a place in University,
University is formed by men and man is not complete without the .
religious outlook. Also University is a moral person who mmust con
fess Truth., The teaching and research carried at the University
are truly bhuman iw so far as they are achieved in & deep vision
of God and of His Revelation to men., The University might there-
fore recognise Catholic faith and spread it. However, owing to the
particular conditions of the country in Africa where catholics are
& minority and where other religions (namely Moslem and Protestan
tism) are very much spread, the University, can stand on a level
of religious openeness or at least, neutrality. Still, in these
conditions, it must alwaeys recognise the ultimste values of God
and spirit and give to the students the posszibility to become more
acquainted with the doetrine and life of their religion. Practi-
cally it must provide chaplains, litersture and build chapels.

Se Univel;dﬂﬂda(;éﬂmaﬂz QnEH'HJSQny people as indi-

viduals have the duty "to give to theology the tools of the secu-
lar knowledge". This is very speclally needed for a real incarna-
tion of Christianism in African soclety. University has the spe-
clal duty to undertake a deep work of research on the religious
values and symbols in the African customs and traditions and to pro
vide theology which the results of such work. The task the Ca-
tholic University is a very special one in this matter Beeause of
this—idenl, 4 Catholic University would be the only University

in which the proper development of man could take place. In fact

a Catholic University can be Impossible or unwise in many cases,
and Catholic students will attend neutral Universities..

&L’mn Catholic University has the possibility of forming a good
Catholic elite within a few years and this is a very important
long-range goal which has in Afrieca great actuality. On the other
side, the presence of Catholics in African neutral Universities
1s most needed in order to make them the Church lived out. It is
always upon the Hierarchy to decide what is the most urgent for
the Church but it is felt that we must never sacrifice a wider
perspective ( even if it takes more time ) to imediate action.

Se¢ Catholie University in Africa has a very speclal role to play
as most of the students are non-Catholica. It mst exerce on them
a true apostolic influence, without obliging them to ticipate
in all religious sctivities. It mmst provide an appealing way of
life, the warmmess and beauty of Christ'doctrine, the unifying cen
ter and purpose of svery thought 7 feeling and activity.



ty, because it is contrary to the feelinz of the Church,
mist, m

6+ Church has also a definite attitude towards University.
zlmirst, Univarsitg :;:- bormn n::; the t:l:::mf gh an:itho mmrgi‘:d‘l;u
encourage Univers work of formation and s .
Secondly, in our days, the Holy Father has pointed out very
often the specific role of the University. Higher education is
for some people an indispensable way of personal fullfilement
and the means to accomplish their vocation towards soclety. Mis

» On the contrary, fight for a true higher education
great level providing to the most valuable people possibility
to attend the University courses.

Another aspect of the activity of the Church among Univer-
8ity people 1s a clear explanation of other religions, their
principles and their errors.
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