We ninety-three delegates representing all Universities existing
in Africa, south of the Sahara, having come together in Ghana on the
invitation of PaxRomana, to study in common our responsibility as students
and citizens of young Africa would like to issue the following statements.
We wmould lilke %o express our deep gratitude to Pax Romana, that is to our
follow-students all over the world for the generous aid they have given us
on the spiritual and material levels by which they have contributed to a
rreat extent to the success of this Seminar. We want to assure them that
during our meeting we have been constantly aware of their presence in
gpirit, and we want to give them the solemn assurance that we will do our
ntmost to live up to their expectations and will work with renewed vigour
and in a spirit of Christian fraternity to place our intellect at the
service of God and the African peoples.

We feel especially privileged to have received the encouracement of the
Hiararchy and the Government of Ghana, and we would like to express
publiely our thanks to the Prime Minister, Dr. Kwame Merumah, for having
been with us and for having expressed his encouragement and approval of
our work. We are most grateful to the Pax Romana societies of Catholic
Students in Chana for their great hospitality shown during our stay.

Eaving come from different countries, belonging to different peoples and
races, and with different backerounds, we have gradually growmn into 2
real Catholic commnity. Our experience has taught us thet in Africa
there is a place for each man of mood will whatever race he mizht be, to
foster the coming of the Kinsdom of Christ and the development of our
countries and peoples. We cannot fail to express our admiration for the
positive contribution of the delegation from South Africa, which has
shoyn us by their behavicur thet it 4s posgible to lesgen prejudice, to
promote understandinslandiailyChetwesn i1 cdreht Sthrildal (Zroups and to
help South Africa along that path of harmony amd co-operation, which is
the only one dictated by Christian charity, wisdom and juetice., We
whole-heartedly endorse their statement on racial gegrepation which is
attached to this stabement.

In the contexts of the rapid political, economic, and social evolutions
now teking place, it is inmevitable that the leaders of Africa will be %o

a very larze extent the products of its universities. Te are fully aware
of the heavy responsibilities that fall upon us, to help to zuide our
countries and peoples in their development. Ve realize that this guidance
must be given in a spirit of Christian service.

One of the important results of the Seminar has been the awekening amongst
us of an intemational semse, Through personal contact we have learned
that the Africen resions have many problems in common, and we feel the
necessity of continuing to help each other after our returm to our homes.
We are determined to work in close collaboration by the exchange of ideas,
experiences, and techniques, by personal contacts, and the exchange of
publications.

By organizing this Seminar we feel that Pax Romana has initiated a new era
in the African University Avostolate, and we are avare of the need for an
inerease in co-operation with the Secretariate to further the work of the
apostolate in the differont Africen Tederations and groups, and thereby
affirmins tho student unity in Christ. To this end we would like %o
racommend strongly the appointment of an African Assistant-Secretary at
the Headquarters in Fribourg, the orgenization on a regular basgis of
Seminars likes the one held, and the publication of a Mewsletter for the
African area.
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7. TFor thé 14 of Ytudent eroups and federatiom in Afriea, we heve e
up a brief report ‘on the results of our discussions. This Teport com-
orises an outline ‘of ‘the nrinciples which should govern the action of
Catholic students in the University as well as some of the conclusions
end suggestions reached on the different topics considered. We would
like to underline, however, that’ ‘discussions on the different tovnies
dealt with has aerverl more as an eye-opener which should incite us ‘to
riiscuss them more :ﬁilly withm ou.r OvAl | ZTouns.
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GENERAL PRINCIPIES

Each Catholic’ student community working in a University
must make its members aware of the general prineiples which
should govern their action.

A. MYSTICAL BODY OF CHRIST:

1. The Mystical Body is the sharing of the life of Christ
by men of all races and nations in a strong and deep unity
with Him.

2. In the Mystical Bedy everyone is really unique, as
Christ is the source of each and every person. The belonging
to the Mystical Body presupposes therefore a close personzl
relationship with Christ.

3. Being a supernatural reality the Myétical Body cannot

be identified with any kind of civilization or culture., But
as It is formed by incarnated people living in a incarnated

world, It assumes their positive values. -

4.. The Myétical Body is not complete until It embraces
the whole of mankind~ B member i for this
fulf illmenﬁufﬂéaga@ ﬁ]&ﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%&m apostolate.

B. THE LAY aPOSTOLATE:

l. WVhereas the Lay Apostolate is a participation in the
Apostolate of the Hierarchy, it is lived by people working
in the temporal order who infuse this order with the love of
the Mystical Body.

2. The Lay Apostolate is not a mere task: it is an
expression of life and an integration of both the being and
the doing. Its very basis™is love.

—_——

3. The Lay Apostolate has to provide people with adequate
training for all spheres of life providing conditions for
efficient action and formation in specialized fields of
apostolic activity.

—

4, The University Apostolate has as specilic purposes
a) the christianization of the University, b) %o serve the
Church by putting ones intellectual talents to work for its
mission.

5« In the general framework of the lay apostolate woman
has a specific part to play. As Our Lady made possible the
physical life of Christ by her fiat, so women are called to
give their spiritual gifts to the building of Christ's Mystic.l
Boedy . While men are the active prineiple of society, women
are the source of love. '



C. THE MISSION OF THE UNIVERSITY:

1. Malfing due allowances for the particular circumstances
existing fin each country one can still draw certain common
lines acgording to which the mission of the University can be
defined.’ "One important factor the University has to take
into account is the needs of the country.

2., A University is a training centre for intellectual
formation on the highest level. More important than providing
technical know-how is its task of training people to find
solutions to problems themselves, in the light of their
theoretical background. Such a basic training is of particular
importance where students are faced with guickly changing
situations as in Africa.

3. <he University is a centre of propagation and deepening
of scientific and cultural values, This task enables it to
give clear gul ce to society. W&IM &pjuy: bfvi'é‘-'?.
Qm MR,%,. ) WO v ,nTp bk
nlver31ty muat be a source of leaders for the societ s,
giving to the students a true humen femetion. It enables

them to guide their people by their service in the professional
gocial, and political life.

Fundacao Cuidar o Futuro

e e e e e b O SRR e R & e b R Rl b o

THE ROLE OF THE UNIVERSITY IN AFRICA

A. THE UNIVERSITY AND THE STATE:

s lhe state needs three things from the University:
a) the training of the leaders, administrators, and members
of the professions, by which the machinery of government is
controlled; b) discussion of and judgement of the actions
of the state that is objective and not political; e¢) research
into the present condition and future needs of society and
its resources.

2. State support should be given to the University
a) because it needs the trained people that the University
provides, and b) because it is part of the common good that
higher education should be provided for those who can benefit.

3. University Autonomy: 1. The work of the University
demands the freedom to teach and to study without fear of
interference, the freedom for the University to employ what
lecturers it considers suitable, and to admit what students
it judges teo be qualified. The state should only interfere




in the conduct of the University when its activity is a
danger to the well-being of the society.

_ 2. State support for Universities
brings with it the danger of state interference. The ,
state is not justified in claiming control over the University
simply because it provides financial support. The state
is empowered to provide for the well-being of society and
such control would be contrary to this mandate.

3. A second danger to University

autonomy arises from the political activity of its
members. The University as an institution must maintain
a strict political neutrality. The teaching members must
make a clear distinction between their political life and
their University life; the student's first work is to study
to prepare himself for life, so that his political activity
must not interfere with this preparation, and should be
separated from his University life.

B. THE UNIVERSITY AND SOCIETY:

1. The University must act as a leaven in society
correcting and refining the ideas, ideals, and modes of
expression that animate it. It must ensure that the African
culture is not swamped by an imported culture.

2. ine TaltndAgaAR IR @ahibiiddl@cnnicians
for the development o6f society and carry out research,
In this work it must strive to ensure the preservation of
human values in technology.

3, The University student has a very great responsibility.
He has received the great privilege in receiving a higher
education at a moment when society is in a process of great
change and development. He will be one of the few called
to guide it in this change---a heavy charge on his conscience.
He must prepare for this not only by his technical training
but also by the social and cultural formation through
which he will be able to understand his society.

C. THE UNIVERSITY AND RELIGION:

1. Since man is made by God for His service, his human
development and so his education is distorted if his
dependence is not acknowledged and this service given.
Further, since he is made to live a supernatural 1life
within the Church of Christ, and not a purely natural life,
his human development is incomplete unless it takes place
in the Church.
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2. Becausge of thia%dga&athclic University would be the
only University in which the proper development of man could
take place. In fact a Catholic University can be impossible
or unwise in many cases, and Catholic students will attend
neutral Universities.

3, In the neutral University, since the University. should
concern itself with the development of the whole man, it
should provide for the religious need of its students, in
co-operation with the appropriate religious denominations.

4, The University students and graduates exercise an
important influence on the religious life of the society
because of the prestige given to them. Therefore they have
a special respaonsibility to play an active part in the
religious life of society, if this is not to decline.
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1, Religious Formation

Many students lose their faith as they progress in their studies. The
religious formation of most of them does not advance together with their
intellectual formation.

Action is needed:
~ fyrom the student himself - he must go further in the understanding of the
Vystical Body, the apnstdlate and the litursy and live this understanding;

= from the fatholie society — it must provide talks and encourace study
groups on the topics of religious formation, both spiritual and apostolic;
lags must be the centre of 2ll relipgious formation, becoming the very source
of life for the student.

2. Professionsl Formation

Wost Africen students assume an important role in society immediately
they leave the University, vhatever may be their abilities,
The profession must not be seen apart from society. Study groups
provide a good method of seeins particular needs and current problems
related to the different problems,
S§till, formation has to be developed in order to make students sware
of their fundamental task of acquiring a good training in their own profession.

3. Civic Formation
Students need to learn to judge for themselves the political tendencies

and the direction of development which their countries are.teking and to
decide vhether these are correct.
Catholic zroups can provide talks or organize study groups on these

qesetions. ort 1l EACEQ L0 QELRVEQes 5160 to the

student a very valuasble training in civie life,

4, -
Woman is the complement of man in society. Her education must see that
her role is a specific one - motherhood is the widest expression of this role.
It can be fulfilled in the family, through physical motherhood, but also in
the society, through spiritual motherhood. TUniversity studies must be als~
for women an expression of this mission.

The Catholic societies have the important task of promoting exchanse of
ideas, of giving clear guidance for the problems involved: choice of
profession for women, marrisge and profession, service of socisty, etc..



