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THE APOSTOLATE IN THE UNIVERSITY

THE ROLE OF THE APOSTOLIC GROUP

- the Regnum Christi must be built upy not in the saeristy but in every field
of human endeavour.

= the"restoration of all things in Christ'" implies the responsibility of the
layman as'lay apostles The unprecedented psycological advantage of the lay
apostolate consists in the apostle belenging to the normal enviromment, to
the milieu of those he wishes to win back for Christ.

-~ no lasting influence without an action on the milieu: Two aspects are
essential in the apostolate——the individual person and his natural milieu
must be simultaneously captured and "worked up" for Christ. "To change and
to lead the social environment, to make of it favorsble ground for the growth
of Christian living; +to create in it a climate where man can develop his
human qualities and lead s truly human life, where the Christian can breathe
freely and rempin Christ=like such is if I am not greatly mistaken, the aim
of Lay Apostolate". (His Bu. Cerdinal Saliége, Archbishop of Toulouse,
siressing the inportance of the socinl milieu in the cpostolate of Cale).

TWO BASIC PRINCIPLES OF THE APOSTOLATE OF .THE iILIEU -

— the milieu is not to be won back for Christ mercly by the good will of the
first comer. Collective apostolote is always incorpersbly more difficult
than the purely personal personcl apostolate of good exprple and i'r:t.endly
exhortotions. It is governed by definite socinl laws:

Ao _,,pos‘bola,te of "like to like": the Christicnization rust promed from -
ingide the nmilieu itself., A stirulus to econwversion ean come from outside;
but “for' n genuine inward conversion (o "turning round" of the whole:
personality), the erucinl deeisions rmst come from within, ¢The first -
responsibility of the student is his own fellow-students and life of the
University. The'vork of the Christisnization in the University is cotrusted
:i.n the fir 'plme o ﬂ;ps"e vthe live in the Ei onvu'omcnt.

1 kil , rlar of the milieu
con. only be ca pture s “roulds i mlslvaly carxve through the netion
of another social reality, o:]: a collective force, It is the Christian
corrunity, cnd not the individunl, that works like o liaven within the .
natural eorrmmnitys Lpostclate is earried on, not by the individunl
layign bu® by the laity, both in the general structure.of the lwstoecal
Bedy of Christ  and in each individusl milicu cnd institution, /nd also
i the Uni\"e{'sim.’ the Catholic student group in the student bodye

CHARACTERISTIC FE.TURES OF TiE UNIVERSITY L.iY [ POSTOLLTE

= Cotholic students are called to work for the Chrmu:m:i..e:at.mn of their owm
University.

- ¢n their own responsibility, bubt as prolorgzvtwn oi’ tho clorgye

~ this work is to be done, not by lay students as individuels, but by Cothelic -
students' organized corrunitics.

- under the crientation of the Hierarchy.

HOW /ID VEERE TO BEGIN

- 10 avoid the danger of importing "foreign" nethods without adaptoticn

~— cach country to develop scund - nethods adepted to its own conditions

- the growth to be orgenic, from the individucl to the faculty group and to .
the genercl group i

. = exonine the milieu which consists of—— (a) the faculty life ond (b) the

university life as shown in clubs nad societies

— nfter having exanined the nilieu then judge where your I.pos'l olate is needed,
i.ce problems of the milieu, its morel standard, its religicus life, its ottitude
towards study snd exominotions, nll these backed avith conercte exarples

= then finally judge the eircunstances in thc light of Christian principles, and

= act




CONCLUS ION ;

— the restoration of the University to Christ the King can coue only through-
A. giving ourselves completely to Christ
Bs each person giving himself ithrough the corrmunity to the Uhlver51ty

~ this unity of the human and Divine, i.e. the ‘essence of the Incarnation , then
can come, and through us Christ can come into the University.

THD THRIS REALITTSS THAT HaVE TO BE CONSIDERED IN THE APOSTOLLTE:

Ao the Reality of God, the Church, the eternal truths of our religion, e
all surmied up in the Person of Christ,

Bo the reality of ourselves as particular persons, each with a Divine commissioned
vocation

Cs the reality of the world about us; i.e. the reality of the milien

It is necessary to look at these three realities in order to facilitate
the formation of the group, its nethods, and to help in the conducting of -
its meetings.

i, THE REALITY OF GOD, ete,:

- we learn about the Person of .our Lord through the Church's teaching, i.¢e
the Church is Christ——changeless and yet growing, living the drema of Christ,
continuing His Incarnation, a process in which we are invited to participate
actively

— the methods: to pray together as a community, e.g. at the opening and closing
of meetings, in order to dedicate the work and the members to God

- to link personal praytr and sapranental life with the life of the groupe—-— _
the Apostolic comrmmni ith the whole.liystical B .e. the spirituanl
1ife of each should £ 26 L HOh O Qe st in..
the secular world, i.c. the Unive 31ty'or the prof9551nns, Thus cech oerber's’
spiritual gain will be for the group, for the whole Lpostolate and for the
Church

- to lmow, love and serve Christ

- cach group to develop commmunnl gwareness of life and the Person of Chrlst and
His teaching through group meditotions on passages of the Gospels, nnd Epistles,
the writings of the Fathers, the liturgy, ctee

- meetings should not be merc discussions or for the sake of holding o prograrme;
neither should they be a routine ) .

ii., THE REALITY OF QURSELVES A4S PERSONS:

- the Lpostolate should not consist of mere cetivities, plans, projeets, policics
apologetics, the fight ocgainst heresies nor the developing and perfeeting of
technigues for influencing others——call these are useful but not the real
heart and soul of the Apostolate

= the University is separsted from Christ by faolse ideas and attitudes, and
separated froom Christ by us Christisns not living the life of Christ,

- the group Lpostolate is the proctical nmecns whercby ench is sided to see the
unique pattern of his life in God's plan? how?
ne o closer relationship between neibers of the group, to share themsclves

with others
bs to open our inner seclf to our fellow creatures; to hide this imer sclf
tends towerds destruction of true corrmunion among nen, the isolation of
Christ from the world, and the failute of seeing eneself in realistie life
¢es love——the spirit of love is the Holy Spirity. The full supernaturzl life
of charity to sweep away nabural inhibitions and barriérs between persons
and to lend to the joyous and real liberation of the spirit
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—~ practical suggestions: each new member to give the main details of his life,
€.go home, bacliground, education, the reason for the choice of vocation, the
reason for his response-to the Apostolate itself, ete.; then the periodic
reports of his action and issues of his life, etc, This method will open the
real content of the life of each to another, and the supernatural communal
nature of the group will reveal itself really, Caution : "“this ought not
to include matters of confessional nature and no hastening of the process;
the purpose 6f this method is +to help to reveal cach member to himself,

~ the benefits of the above method:

8. the group begins to exercise a very real moral authority

bo the focus of comwmmal life proper to the Church, and to the ordinary
lay world, with each member living his lifc both as & Catholic and a
student., _ . .

¢e through this means, the problem of how to relate the entire daily life
to the message of the Gospels can be solved, and by grappling with the
Practical problems the group will begin to show forth the spiritusl
power which is a2ll the lives of its mierbers

iii, THE REALITY OF TEE WORLD: ) : By ¥ .

= the fact that we are placed by Divine Providence in o particular pert of the
world af a particular moment of history. :

- has this sone particular meaning or purpose? _ i

- does God intend us to seck the particular meaning or purpose so that we
conforn our lives to His Will? iy

- are we to become awere of the stote of the poriicular world so thet we fully
enter, into it in o more Christ-becring way?

= ore we to know ond understand the world so thai we love end serve it as
Jesus did? ]

= how best to know =nd understand-the warld? (as. n student.or ns o professor?

- o8 students with_ﬁmd%md@gu dar V¢ ﬁ'bl’t in. proctice
intelleetuals, teachers, engineers, lowyers, octors, socinl workers, aond
industrinl workers———cll meintrining e persons] snd conrmmal relationship
with the world ' o

~ stressing the idess nnd volues of the professicns in social life in the
ceconomy of the Redermption

= to become fully in contact with the reality of his discipline (i.c. the course
of study) and bring the life of Christ into it — £ g

= thorefore the student is to open his heart, mind, ond ircginetion to his
course of study; he should enter it, understand it with 41 its ideas ond
values, and love it for its own seke=——mnot for ony ulterior motive, not even
for a "religious" ulterior notive -

- the particular discipling must find oxpression in the Apostolate os o
corrunity, how? ; o

= the advance made individually tmst be shared by <11 o8 & commmity ocwore of
its part and engeged in the search of Truth in the University. This is o
contribution and share of spiritusl goins.,

- the process of entering the diseiplines cnn form o poxrt of the group mecting.

i.ce each menmber prepering o paper in which he enquires into the erucial

human problens underlying his study=—=such papurs to be read ~nd discussocd
during the part of the meoting . . ;

= other non-intcllectusl cspects to be included =re the social and cultural
celements of civilisation in which the students live, i,¢c. exomining the
whole fabric of hurian life ete, otec.




THE ROLE OF THE GROUP IN CHRISTIAN PROFESSIONAL FORMATION

Is Christian Professional Formation: In what does it consist?

- professional formation in its widest sense means the development of all
elements which go to make up an integral Christian personality, in so

~ far as the development affects future professional life.

= Christian professional formption wants to try to situate the elements
particular: to each professional field within the whole complex of a
complete Christian formotion. It is true to say that there can be no
"integral formation" without preparation for the future profession, but
also, inversely, professionnl formation con not be cdequate, without
formetion of the whole Christion personality.

= what are the essentinl elements of this formotion? They are:
intellectual, moral, social, spiritunl, ond apostolic.

Intellectunl Formotion:

- "sgpientia" must consist in an attitude of the soul towerds truthe
Intellectunl formption is the search for truth in the fullest sensee—
thot engerness to accurmlate lmowledge.

- every student, however technical his profession, must know not only the
rudimentary notions of general philosophy but also a philoesophical
concept of his particular profession—in other words the ontology of
his profession and the basic philosophical concepts it involves,

~ the right attitude towards truth, which is both ot the begimning and ot
the end of all hesolthy intellectuszl growth, colls for o systemntie
initigtion into the professional life, systemotic nob in the sense of
ruling out crective, getivity buk in—the! scbse. of estgblishing o frmework,
o background of firsi!pidiieiplds]

— keeping in mind that before all o student has to be o good professional,
e general synthesis of Cotholie thought, of revesled truth and its
develoment in the teachings of the Church is essential in the first
Place for professional formation.

Forning o Christian Conscience:

- it is, then, in the light of reason or of Revelation and theology, in
relation nlso to the concrete reclities of the situation, that the student
must learn to form pmct:.cJ judgments for the Christion exercise of his
future professione.

-~ the various clements of his professional formation should be fused in
his mind into o coherent code of professional behaviour which he endeavours
to apply to the conerete case in point.

(social, moral, spiritual and npostolic clements of this formation
will be trected in other lecturces of the Semingr.)

II. Uherc should Christicn professional formetion be given?

- To be really effective Christian profcssional formation should be given
in a Catholic setting. An experience of "lived Christicnity" is an
indispenscble part of adequate preparction.

- Christion profcssional formation is beyond the scope of the nodern
University: different reasons like sccularization, cxcessive specialization
lack of positive religious orientation and tacit materinlism contribute
to neke the wodern University inadequate to form professional men cnd
warmen in the sense which we pointed out was necessery,.
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—what of the Catholie University? Because they are few in number, and
fewer still are those eguipyed to give technical professional training,
and because of the overcrowding of curriculz to meat national requirments,
it is impossible to realize the ideal of formation which the Catholic
University has set for itself.

— Christian professional formetion: a challenge to the University Cetholic
group: the Christion formation of professional men and women for the
disinterested service of society, and above all for the service of God,
becomes on urgent task which, if not the University, someone else
must be prepared to assume. This is how the responsibility of this
task will fall upon the Catholic association or on one specially
formed for that purposec. % : AL

—~ this formation must also coinéide wil the technical and professionnl
formation of the University

— it must be given in the Catholic setting within the Catholic group
the University milieu

III. By whom should Christian Professional Formation be given?
= the existence of the University Catholic group ~nd the good will of its
members will not be sufficient to ensure adequate Christicn formation
for professional life. Technienl facilities, library facilities, aond

above all coupetent personnel will glso be necessary. ;.

= nothing con toke the place of the authority and personal influence of
the specinlist for whom the problems of the profession, its doctringl,
moral, cnd socisl problems, ond its possibilities for +the npostolate
have been o mntter of daily experience, and who mokes himself nccoésible
to the students, inviting them to o resl dialogue in which his expericnce

becomes in o sonfﬂﬁd a@ gﬁtw p._i;tﬁcl:ég'ae collzboration
of professors, doctuts, Zig; ’ ors, cconoizists, ete. of Cotholie )
nssocintions nnd to determine the most Fruitful marmer of profiting by -
by their knowledge ~nd cxpericuce.
= in professional formation the role of the Cheploin st slways remain.
indispenscble: essential is o priest familior with the problems of the
profession;: . " ond their relations to Cotholic teaching, to philosophy,
and cthies =nd to the wmoral and the spiritunl expericnce of the
twenticth contury Catholic.
— the practical cpplicntion of tuese parinciples will vary widely necording
to local and nationcl differences. Pax Romann Federations whieh have
been active, so far, in the ficld of Christian _rofcssional formation
would scem to point to three mnin types of orgrnizations:
A. Foeculiy Groups which give on "integrzl formntion®
groups in which Catholic students belonging to the some Foeculty or
speeinlized school reecive their full Christicn formotion. The
best excrple of this first type is found in Fronee with the
Confércnce Laotnnce, a professionsl formntion contre for students of
the liedical Faculty of Faris, nnd the Groupe Catholique de 1z
Faculté de Droit, the centre for students of the Law Faculty of
Pc:.I‘iS.
Be Foculty Groups within n University Cotholic Socicty
freulty groups cstoblished on o pernmnent basis within the frarciork
of o more general Catholic socicty, the latter being responsible for
giving to students of 21l Pacultics the rnin intellectual, cultural,
ond moral and spiritual cleaents of their Christinn formntion, »nd
for constituting the Catholic "corrmumity" within the University,
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In . excellent illustration of this second method is found in the work of
the Nevman Society of Victorin, which is made up of 21l Cotholic Students
of the University of Lielbourne, /ustralic., For mcny veors now Foculty
Groups have been functioning with considerable success within the NSV.
These groups for Law, liedecine, Engineering, Socinl Studics, Science,
ixrts, ifgriecultursl Science, ilusic, and Commerce, meet scporately butb
their work is coordinatced by o Leaders Groups '

Speeinlized Activities for Students of o Given Faculty.

Therc Foculty groups have not been formed for Cetholic Students cithor
because division by faculty is against the spirit and troditions of the
existing Cotholic student organization, or beecpuse the Cotholiec student
community is too smpll to allow such division, certain clements of
Christian professional formation can still be givea in the form of
specialized activities designed for students of o given faculty., The
following ore examples of activitics which do not neccssarily enll for
permanent faculty organization:

a) Study circles periodicelly bringing together students of the same
feculty (FoU.Cel. in Itcoly)

b) Lectures given by conpetent personalitics and followed by discussion
(LsCoU.S. in El Salvador)

e) At times study circlcs legpur=s ucy organi o Catholic
professional sofl;@né é&f ' affion of

the students who are neari the end of their Uhlver31tv course
(Ul.E.Cs ir Peru)

d) Speeislized study wecks or weck-cnds, where students of the scme
faculty can live together a veal comrunity life, shared also by
aembers 'of the profession. In Gernony, for instance, where student
orgenizotion is not based on the faculty, this nmethod provides for
fruitful contocts on the professional level betweon members of
differont groups.

@) Soeial setion related to the profession: the free dispensaries snd
nediezl and legel consuliations crganized by groups of the Spenish
Federations,

f) Publications dealing with differcnt aspects of Christian professional
formation: articles in the Catholic paper for the University; articles
in the necutral Facully reviow or University paper; reports of
specinlized neotings, bibliographics, informntion shects, cte.

g) L library is an cssenticl requisite for 211l systenatic work in the
ficld of professional formation.



