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This report is based on two months' twovel in Alyica wndertalien on
behslf of FPex Romons froa mid-Februcry to mid-ipril 1957,

The main cdms of the wrin were

1) To securc firsthond informotion on the position of the
Cotholic University studeni in the African University

*

2) Through personel contact express the desire of Pax Ramena
%0 establish closer relotions with the Africon Catholic student commmity
3) To cwelen interest in ond stert off disoussion on the

preporetion for the Africon Seminer which Pox lomone hes plonned for
Deceriber 1957 in the Universily of Ghana.

Within the two months' period, the following countries and institutions
were visited in the order mentioned -

" Le I'vench West Africe University of Dalmx
De Sierrc Leone Pourch Doy College
C. Nigeric University College of Ibadan

Higerian College of Technology
lurses' Troining School

D. Ghong, University of Ghana (in Achimota)
Tunesi College of Technology

Z. Belgian Congo University of Lovanium

F. South Africc University of Wittwatersrand (Johamnes-

~ ] burg)
Fundacéo Cukga:e &t
University of Cape Towm
Rhodes University (Grohamstowm)
Tort Hore
University of llntel
Pius XIT College (3osutolend)

G. Konyo ' Doyel Technienl Colloge (Wairobi)
He Ugonde University Colleze of Iast Afrieco
(Eemapele)

School of Building and Civil
Engincering (Zompels)

I. Sudcn University of Ihoxtoum
Je Byt o wniversities visited
K. Lebonon Americon University

St. Jugeoht's Universitye

Apert from these institubions of higher lecrning, in eoch country I
visited o good number of Catholic secondary schools cnd teachers!
treining colleges as well os seminaries and mission stetions,

In ecch country I olso hod the privilege of being reeeived by the ilierarchy.

In the universities visited, apert from the Cetholic group, I tried os

for as possible to contact the University sathorities and difierent
student leaders. I gave o tolic to the Cotholic group on every occesion
and in some places I had the honour of cddressing the University commumity.
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It will be cbvious that given the total duration of my tour and the
considerable distances involved the visit was a flying one in the
literal and figurative sense of the term. I spent from 3 to 7 days

in most universities, with the exception of thoze in South Africa where
I could only spend one day in some places.

Although the rather short time at my disposal did not permit ne to
collect sufficient material for a comprehensive account of each couniry,
vob the extent of the visit offered a unique oprortunity to obtain an
overall nicture of e situation in Afrieca,

The fact that everywhere the Catholic student proup had erranged an
exhaustive programme beforchand meant that not a minute was lost in
contacting people and that in a short time I gained a fairly good
ingight into the situation — not only of the University, but also of
the misgion and the country,

This report is intended in the first place for the Directing Committee
and federation leavers of Pax Remmha. I have not restricted nyself to
a mere treatment of the Catholic wmiversity groups in Africe (Part II -
page 11) but have iried to place them against the background of the
genercl development now taling place in their countries (Part I).
Given the totally different situation in South Africa, I fel® it
necessary to deal with that ares separately under Part III, page 15.

I hope that this report will help the leaders of Pax Romana all over the

Satseatont 1l a A DU A entinent.
understand th i i U conbinent.

It is written not so ruch to give food for thought as 1o provide material
for action.

I realise that there isydanger in sttempling to write an sceurate report
on & conbinent which is passing through a phase of rapid social,econonic
and politieal evolution londed with consequence for its future afver such
a relatively short visit. ily only defense is that if there are fallecies
into which the passing visitor 118, there are other falldcies which
come from too close aequaintence.

I felt ib my duty towards the members of Pax ‘lomana in Burope, the
Americas and Asia who sent me as their representative as much as towards
those chaplains, students and lecturers in Africe who overvhelmed me with
their lzindness ond hespitelity to put myv observations on paper.

| ' \
% ' Q\f‘
i :
Pribourg, June 1957. The Ge 'Js We Kersti®ns,
General Secretary,
Pax Romana~IHCS .
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The key words to depict the present situation in Africa are developmen
and adaptation, The visitor cannot help being impressed by the tremendous
speed with which development is talking place on the political, economic and
sociological levels.

*

Politically. With the growth of education, the return of thousands of
students from universities in Europe and North Americs and through modern
camrnmications, the African population is becoming vastly conscious of
political issues. The result is a legitimate desire to have a greater say
in the government of their territories, with, as ultimate pim, Dolitical
independence. However, this might lead in some regions to the development of
a blind nationalism whose service to the mass of the African people in the
future is more than doubtful.

Economically. The importance of Africa in yorld economy hes clearly
been demonstrated since the second world war. In many regions iore capital
| has been invested during the past 6 years, than in the whole previous period
| of colonisation. Economic development in many areas is quicldly chenging the
face of Africa, and has brought in its path far-reaching changes in the
sociological structure of Africon society. Thus the African is olten drawvm
out of his family and tribal life to which he is adapted, into o semi-western
environment in which he has to find his feet. It opens up for him great
possibilities for a higher standard of living, better medical core, more
2 . opportunities for education, but at the sume time, this new enviromment
\ Ml demands from the African an adaptation which if forced too guicldly may never
U e

be meds. &b anfgpi fOONCRES I Yool B8 IEPeTL Y
¢ ) and the path to suicide. Eﬂ da& @ jF‘UTUTIE)

This quick change over in the pattern of life is porticularly noticeable
in those arens vhere mining and other industries have develobed extensively,
as in South Africa, Rhodesia and the Belgian Congo. The heart of the
oroblem here is extensive urbanisation, by which thousands of Africans often
live under the most dire circumstences in and around the cities,

RACTIALISH. A fnctor which tends to complicate the peaceful develoiment of
the Africen people is the racial attitude of the white peoples in some
areas. This problem is particularly apparent where the whites form o powerful
minority like in South Africa, Rhodesic and Kenya. Vhile the official
' government policy in Rhodesia and Kenye is directed to the grodunl brealking
dovm of the colour bar, the apartheid policy of the South African government
is erenting an atmosphere of mutual distrust and hatred which mny hove the
gravest consequences and which has slready had repercussions in the whole of
Black Africa.

COAUNISIis The question might be aslked - what is the influencc of Corumnism
in this quickly changing Africa? Here it is useful to remarl: thot the
throat of Comrmnism does not lie in its cnormous militery sirength which
might be more than offset by the power of the USBA. Nor does it lie in the
abtractions of an economic, soeciologienl system which Russin is nov busily
showing overbeard. The danger lies in the extraordinery copacity of /

L7



(Poxrt I....General Situation, Cetholic Church) 2.

Cormunism to present itself os o system which answers the deen felt need of
o young generation which wonts to do away with the injustices in their
couniries. It therefore poses in most African territories as the chompion
of liberty, anti-rocinlism pnd soeinl improvement. In this, it is sad to
note thot Communisia is often greatly helped by anti-Commumnist governmenis.
Too often the student who claims he wants to worlk for the political inde-
pendence of his country is cried don os a Commnist., Too o texd The

labour leader who cleims o just wage inecreacse is accused of having liarxist
ideas., Too often those who want to work for an improvement in race relations
ore denounced as Communist trouble mokers. Is it therefore surprising that
the student or labour leader in question begins Lo wonder i there is not
something good in Communism? Beyond doubt o climate of curiosity is
crented which serves as an excellent breeding ground for Comamist ideas.

Comrunism bases its toctics on two fretors -

Lo The extremely low stonderds of living of the mpjority of the Africon

people. The political, economic nnd sociological development we nentioned

means that more and more Africans oecome cware of these stondords and one
sees developing o psvchologieel attitude which hos much in coion with the
mentelity of the working classes o century ago, the sense of belonging

to o closs or o group of people which has been 'disovned and exploited.

Just as the trode unions in the early days could count on the wholehearved
supnort of every working mcn and woman against Capitelism which cimed ot the
suppression of the '"working class", so the African political leader cca
gount on the support of every Africen sgainst "Coloniclism” ond its twin
brother "Hacinlism".

Bs, Universel .
o world c ity wall—wi

ing of belonging ‘t-o
!3:&.]?20319.

But if these factors tend to favour Communism how much more should they
no%s favour Christisnity, thot Christisnity which does rot tole o purely
negrtive stend, thot does not only teach but through its disciples becys
witness to Christ. As ichatinn Gendhi said: "The rose does not go lecturing
to convince men of its fragramce; it simply spreads it."

POSITION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

The trayeller in Africn eannot avoid noticing the work of the mis ssions. The
deepest impression it leaves on o Catholic is not perhaps the enormous o;aount
of work still to be done but the tremendous work clrendy done by so few.

I did not visit . single misgion stotion where construction wns not going
chead; mnot one Cotholie school where there were no plans existing ox
alrendy being executed for enlarged premises. A few figures soy more than

o lengthy article. In Sierrn Leone, the Catholic Church ron -

in 1939 19 primary schools
j_n 1949 29 n L]
in 1956 150 " " plus 2 secondery schools.

Ta Ghona of the 3,997 primery ond secondary schools, 1,117 ave Catholic.

Tn the Hastern Suden 2ll education so for has been in the honds of Cotholic
missionaries, (At the moment, more than 300 Catholic primary schools cre in
donger of being taken over by the government). In Ugende, of the 12

. second~ary schools in existence, & are Caotholic.
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It was the Church - not the government — which built up the educational
gystem in many territories, such as Nigeria, Uganda, Sudan, Belgi,..n Congo,
often without or with on.ly a small subsidy.

pbout technical assistance and Point 4 programmes, they could see the
mmsionarv at work flghtmg misery and poverty, building hospitels end
schools, delivering the Afnca,n :Erom the fear of Juju to bring him to th§
grace of a merclful God s

The missionaries have been and still are being criticised and a good
deal of nonsense is talked about their work. For one, they are the
servants of "impérialist or commercial exploiters"; for another, they are
dangerous fools who are trying to convert a simple happy pegan people to
o Duropean religion. In this, they arc not even given credit for being
logical, for if one believes in Catholicism at 2ll, one must believe in
its universal validity which does not recognise one God for DTurode and:
another for Africa or Asin,

However, though the missions may well be proud of the record they have
established, there is no room for complecency among us Cotholics for there
is still an enormous amount of work to be done now that Afries "is opening
up to the life of the modern world and passing through what may prove to

' bo the most important years of its millenary destiny." (Pidei Domumm).
If Catholics have any doubt of the urgency of this duty which £2115 to each
‘one of us, they would do well to recall the encyclical letter "Fidei

" Donum* (Easter Sunday 1957) "on the situation of Catholic missions

" particularly in Africa® in vhich Hig Holiness launches on urgent appeal
4o nll Catholics to help the Church to be present in o more efficacious

oy by offerikg W@g@@* 1? dngz gj (bpeching end Her
life to animote o Christian social order." e first need is to give

apostolic workers the means of achbion commensurate with their immense task,
"Bvery delay will have the gravest consequences". In this connection,
the fu,cts “speak for themselvess N

There is an extreme and saddening shortage of prlests. Thus for
instance in one region, fifty priests toke earc of two million souls,
gixty thousand of whom are Christicns, On all sides, there is need to
provide Christian education and orgonisntions for soecicl gction. There
is nced for Catholic newspapers and more use must be made of other meons
of modern comrunicntion o form public opinion. There is appelling need
for more Catholic Action orgsnisations, In the present soeial ond political
_set-up, it is not sufficient to preach the Gospel; one must impedistely
try to form ond train on élite, Vho then must cet in this urgent situation?

His Holiness gives serveral direetives 'in His eneyclical, among others -

o) that particular cttention be peid to provide sp:.rrtu..,l
..ss:.stance for those voun\g—éfudents who go _to _1m_in_glacgs_iu_fmhm
nd ot lay apostles, ‘through the es't-a.blxshed orgam.a::tions
of notional and internd iomsl Catholic movements, place ‘their experience
ot ihe sorvice of ‘t-hese mssmn::rv c.ountnes.

o —

Whe ean deny that this is o direct appeal to Pax Romans and thot the
doeision teken nt our Assembly in Viemna to mobilise the resources of the
¥ovement in 1957 for the development of our work in Afries wos o wise one?



(Part I, General Situation - Dducation) &,
CDOUCATION IN APRICA

For the past 5 years the battle to satisfy the hunger for educetion has
been waged. The African people themselves are becoming increesingly aware
of the fact that the path to greater well-being starts with educstion.
Vhereas education in most countries was originally a purely missionery
affeir (Catholic or Protestant) the governments are now more conscious of
their responsibilities in this respect. Therefore in nea.rlv all regions
one can notice a-great extension of primary and secondary scioolg.

The position of the mission schools in the whole of the educational
gystem is still preponderant — this might however be diminished by the
development of state schools by the new independent governments. In
nost arems, the government appreciates the enormous work done by the
nmissions in education and gives financial aid. The Catholic missions
are greatly helped by the fact that

1. in general they are able to build much nore cheaply
than the govermments which work through contractors

2, ‘they have, through their teachers' trajhing colleges
and the teaching orders, a good supply of teachers to hand.

The lack of qualified teachers remains the bottle neck for the expansion
especially of secondary school education. Here the problem is - llust
we only open schools with a high standard of education and a fully qualified
staff, thereby denying a great many Africans the possibility of secondary
education; or must we, for the moment at least, prefer quantity to quality.
It is not easy to give an answer. Education authorities in goverament
eireles with thUI @wm he EEHHF@on, vhile some
missionary tended to the second, on the grounds that given the very great
desire for education in Afriea, 1t"‘TuIa‘Be_“1mr_eEﬁshc t0 leen too vigidly
to Daropean at_a,ndards.

Vhile great efforts are being made in the field of education, one
must emphasise that very litile is being done for the education of girls.
Given the position of women in most African societies, it is understendable
thet the desire for education is not as ardent among young women as qmong
men, However, we must surely ask whether it will ever be possn.ble to build
o belier 'society so long as the educa.'blon of women - the g‘u..rdlans of -
cusvoms and traditions — remgins neglected, So far, the missions and more
specifically the Catholic missions (schools run by muns) are practically
the only bodies which work in this field; however in many areas, Catholie
students complained about geandemic standnrds in girls' secondsry sechools.
This agein is mostly due to the lacl of qualified teachers while an added
handicap in Catholiec schools is the too frequent replacement of teachers
ond principals.

Technical schouls, Ilmch of vhet has been said about the education
of girls is valid lor techniczl schools, although in this respect it seems
that governments are begimning to realise the need for such educotion.
Also private compgnies agre becoming more avare of the need to give the
£fricen o chance to aequire at least an elementary technical lmow-hov.
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and they have always insisted on the highest standards. This is the only
‘way bo prevent the student who has studied in Africa from feeling handi-

(Part I, Generol Situntion - African University)
THE AFRICAN UNIVERSITY(')

Viith political and _educatione,l development, it is only natural that
the need for University education is growing daily. The different govern-
ments have been making a great effort in this direction for the past
four or five years. Vhatever one's hesitations about endorsing a policy

of g limited muuber of secondary schools with high acadenmic stendards,
sueclr hesitetions should not exist where the universities are concerned,

5.

There is no room for second-rate universities in Africa, e rust bge
grateful that education authorities everyvwhere realised that only the
best in University education would serve e needs 6f the African neople,

cazped vis-a~vis the student who has been abroad. Present hizh standards
will strongly influence the future develomment of University educction.

The system followed is that a University or a University College
has a special relationship with a Huropean University. For British
territories - e.g., the Sudan and Ghana - this is the University of London,
and students in all the colleges in these areas receive normal degrees
from the University of London. Fourrah Bay College in Freetowm, Sierra Leone,
is affiliated to the University of Durham, Dakar is closely lin'zed with
Iaris and Bordeaux, Lovanium (Belgian Congo) with Louvain in Bel_ium,
I do not Iknow on what lines the new government universiiy in Ilizabevhville
is being run. Finally the Pius XII in Roma (Basutoland) has recently
entered into relatiomshiz with the South African University.

That has been said about academic standards holds true and even more
so for the material situation of the wiversities(2) As far as housing

and equipment are con erned,mast um:re sities re more than favourably
| vith their m&jﬂ@i@? mm the University

| must necessarily be resi ential - wluch increases the unﬁ“ investment—

involved and autmtma.llv limite the number of students who can aotle

Given the great dezsire smong Africans to obtain a University education,
they sieze every chance of pursuing higher studies, This accounts for
the wide range of ange groups in the Universivy - from 17 yeers to 40 or
even later — and for the fact that many of the students are marvied, in
sone cases nearly half the student commnity. Here it is regreliable that
nomfal—i_s_ﬁde for married couples to live on campus. BLven more
disapoointing is that generally speaking the University-authorities do not
seem to realise - or eare about - the moral consequences of g situation
in which a mgrried mén is separated from his wife and childrén for three or
i’our?e g’ﬁ& can only see then during the long wvacetion once & year. The only

o/-

(l)i'ﬂlen we spealk of University, it is in the wider sense of University
College or University cenlre. In general therefore institutions of
higher education preparing students for University degrees or inling
correspondence courses fall under this heading. '

(2)For those who want more information on the educational and moterial
.8ituation of the African universities, I recommend the renort of
lire Douglas J. Aitken (then Secretary General of the World University
Service "Universities in Africa" 1954 and the report of the International
Student Conference delegation to Africa, 1954.



(Part I, General Situation = Cotholic Universiity) 6.

University vhere the problem is aporecioted is the Catholic University of
Lovanium, Here married quarters are provided on campus. \hile the husband
is shuclvmg ot the University, his wife also gets a chance to be edueated

kv an org;un.s\atz.on set up for the purpose., There is also extensive contact
betieen the wives of staff wembers and the wives of students ~ special teas etc.
It is clear that in this woy an élite is created vhich will be fully

equipned to earry out the heavy responsibilities awaiting them, while at the
saie time the stability of the family is safeguarded.

 The residentinl character of the universities naturally resiricts the
niiber of students very much. The African universities are still smell.
Practically none excecds 1,000 studenis, & good number have less than 500,
For a country of 30 millionpeople like Nigeria, the University College of
Ibodan has 562 students (32 girls) and at the College of Technology in the
serie city the nusber is even less. In contrast to this, we find about 2,000-
igerian students in Burope slone. In Ghons 350 students study in Achimote,
while about 500 are in the USA. The same goes for most other aress in
Central Africa and it is therefore true to say that University education
for the African still tales place for the most part in Europe cnd lorth
Americs. An enormous effort will hove to be made to reach the normsl - and
in my opinion highly desirable situsntion - in which the Africen student can
receive at least the first part of his University education ion ot home. The
gitustion can also teach us o lesson, The GCotholic student (ouiside /friece)
}, ho wants to help his African colleague, can often start on his own coirus
' |by helping his African brother in the lecture-room.or commen room, in the
i laborstory and on the sports-field. We anre still gravely lecling in this respect.

Thile the t majority.of siudents, in Cent rica is Afrie~n, staff
ig still predom GLH ﬁj E@'oups that

relotions between them are both cordial and more extensive then in most Duropean
universities., Here the size ond residential character of the wmiversities -
wvhercby the staff lives on or near the campus — is o great help., Only

in Dakar could ome fecl definite tension - to & lesser degree in [hartoum -
between the two groups, This was mainly due to politicsl reasons.

The Ca.'t.holn.c University. At the moment there are two Cotholic
Universities in Africc., Lovanium in the Belgian Congo (French speolzing)
and Pius XII College in Basutoland (English speaking)., The meterial situation
of the first is considerably betier thon the second, There is no doubt that
under the wise leadership of the present principal, Lovanium will soon
exert the same benevolent influence on Cotholic thought and lecrning in
Africa as its elder sister in Belgium has done for so many centuries in Furope.

The Fius XII College is still very much in the pioneer stoge out

{ its strategical position in Basutoland mesns that it may become the only
university in the whole of Sm.ﬂah Muca wherc the Bantu can receive higher
education.

- -

\

In Catholic circles one often hears of plans to open new Cotholie
wiiversities in Central Afrieca. Although there is no doubt of the greot need
for more universities, in oll humility, I would eounsel prudence., In Afries,
there is no place for second-best universities, To build o residentiol
wniversity is an exiremely costly business both in finaneinl outlay and in
ponpower. lioreover in none of the Central African umiversities which I

l visited is there anything approoching sn unfavourable antiCotholic atmosphere.

i
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Te
Bearing this in mind, would it not be more profitable to concentrate our
efforts on - _
(, 1) helping the two Catholic universities in existence
Y QA .2) providing fully gualified Catholic teaching stclr for
J \ g the State universities = both lay and religious steff
AANNMY TN 3) building Catholic hostels on or near the ommpus to increase

the number of students who, while following their
_ wniversitysstudies, can acquire a solid Catholic formation
4) providing more full-time student chaplains
5) giving more aid to African Catholic siudentis s &
abroad, Catholic hostels for foreign students, mozf
well-trained chaplains.

If such steps were taken, I believe that with more limited means, in N
and manpover, better results would be obtained in the forma.‘b:.cn of e
Cetholic élite so urgently needed.

1cm—ﬂbhe—1nbcnmmnmm_%ﬁohc organisstions will hmmv’ér

Close collaboration between the differcnt missionary orders working in
t:' o prerequisite i‘or the systematic trammg of Sueh an élite.

\

-+ e

how 'f‘r'.‘ (-f " 7
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The Student Situation

Although a student anywhere in the world might rightly consider himself
privileged by the fact that he is receiving University education, the
African might well feel himself even more than privileged considering the
vory small number who manage to enter the umiversities, The vast mejority
of the students are studying on government grants (with the exception of
many sStudents Jf:ﬁ ¢ origin Fﬂﬁam Nigerian studentis in
e o Sser LILIC) XS I PEIEOE debef-tlf vt gomesadly
it leaves the student with very little pocket money, one of ‘the reasons why

meny toke jobs in the long vacation. Only at the University in Daliay
does the studeént seem to he financially better off.,

One of the great difiiculties the young African stotes have 1o overcome
_ before they grow to notion hood lies in her tribal rivadries ond here the
! wniversities are sn excellent school of lenrning. _The universities in Central.
Africn can be @alled experimental schools in_ 1nter-trlna,:_1 living. In one
wiversity it is possible to find students from more than 30 diflerent
tribes, which more likely than not merns 30 different mother tongues,
different sociel customs cnd cultural concepts, It mey well be that this
is one of the rensons why the universities hove ot first glence such o
tyvieally Duropean ocutlool, as the Europern behaviour pattern is the only
one which these students, aport from their tribal ones, have learned to
accent, just as English or P'rench is often the only langusge (poert from
their mother tongue) in which they can converse. There are no serious tribal
difficulties in the universities, though in the dining halls ond comaon
rooms, members of the some tribe noturally tend to cling together.

Of even greater importonce is the foct that the University in Afsica
is one of the few places where peaceful cohabitation of African, Buropesn
ond ABiaN 18 being tricd out - gport from the French territories in Africa,
the secondory v schools in Central Afirics are still very much o segregoted
affair, The foolish segregation policy of the South Africon government mst
be doubly regrebted os the good resulis of such cohobitotion is slowly moking

tsel? felt in other areas - Belgian Congo, East Africa.
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The African student tekes his studies very seriously. The complaints
one hears from University staff is not that the students study too litile,
but rather too much to the detriment of extra-curriculum activities,, A

variety of reasons are responsible for this fact -

1. The student nearly always belongs to the first generation
of wniversity students

2., He has to work in a foreign language - either Inglish or French

3. Social conditions do not allow him, as in Euroje, to study
at home during the vacetions

4, Coming from a people to whom the use of the writien word is
oaparatively nev, he has in general an extraordinary (for a Duropean)
capacity for learning by hecxt. However this capacity often causes hinm
diflicultics in finding the right methods of study required for telking
Turopean degrecs

5, He has o strong sense of responsibility bowords his fomily
for whom his not passing means lose of face.

This accent on studies means that extra-curriculum activities - except
perhaps sport and dancing - are kept very much in the background, ILven more
then in other eontinents, student governm ive interest of
the very few. This is anlso MMM,_QLMBMM., The
present leaders are nearly always those who have been to Burope on a scholar-
ship from Pax Rompna, WUS, COSEC or the IUS. The same reason seems +o be
responsible for the fnct thet the African student still resds very little
outside his ovn field.- In this regard, Catholic groups who want o help

‘bnel.r Afmce &tmmam concentrote on good
m&q@mﬁ& L.:ad Edilly and are more

easily rend.
B = Mo o5 F3

For rensons explained above, women students in practically all the

universitics are ¢ negligeable quantity and their number o couse for inter-

minoble complaint cmong their male collecgues.

The Cotholic Student Group

_ I have spolien of the tremendous diversity to be found on the Africon
campus. Raeial, linguistic, culturcl and tribel differences, 8o it is
especiclly welcome to the vigitor to find merked religious umbv in the
wiversities of Central ond Eost Africa. Tho students in oll the universities
of Centrel Africa are overwhelmingly Christisn. Only in Ihortoum the student
body is predominantly lioslem from the north, while in Daliny aboub holf the
students ean be considered lioslems. (In Nairobi -nd Kampale there is also

o muiber of Asian students mostly lioslems ond Hindus).

In the English spealing territories, the Protestont gtudent of
various denominotions is in the majority, while in the French specling oreas -
in Fronch West Africe and the Belgian Congo — the situation is reversed
in favour of the Cotholics., This situation arises from the foet clrendy
explained thet up till nov cducation was very smuech n missionaxy oflzir and
for thot reason, it can be expected thot the Christian studen®ts will
predominnte on the campus for some time to comes.
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The number of Catholie students compared to the Protestants in different
English territories is not as high as one might expect considering the
percentege of both groups in the total population, This is due to the
fact that some missionary orders have only recently grasped the tremen—
dous importence of good Catholic secondary schools. Another factor -
and in my opinion a regretiable one — is the reluctance of some missiofa
t0 send Catholics to the wiversities. It was astonishing after having
visited one wniversity where the good influence of the Catholic group
and the grest devotion of these students were obvious to hear that some
missionaries oongidered these students second-rate Catholics. The loss
of one's faith is unfortunately not an exclusively campus affair.
However, I must edd that the Hierarchy in all areas is fully eslive to the
importance of University education for Catholics.

_The Cetholic student in the African university is very pious, His
ettendance at doily mess, rosery ond benedictidH compares favourably with
thet of the Catholic studont in Burope. At the same time however, he has
very little lmovledge of Christian social doetrine end is not fully aware
of the need for Christinn professionsl formation. He is mot always aware

. of the feet that he must prepere himgelf so thet already now, but even

more so later on, ho can help to build the infrastructure in his owm
region and .coun.try,-'in which the Church will be able to continue to carry
the message of the Gospele. This is why the formation of Pax Romane groups
is so urgently necded,

The Africen student must be waltened to his responsibilities as o
lay mon. Too often he still eonsiders thet to teke o stond s o Catholic
is the excIiSive prerogotive of the Hierarchy. A typicel example for
instonce is the question of the independence of his eountry. The atbi-
tude of the Church is elear. "The Church which has seen so meny nations
o oo o A ECAG IR, R s
heed todoy to acte @@; £ bilities of
politicel frcedom. Severcl times alrecdy We have inwited the nations
interested to procoed in this direction in ~ spirit of peace and mutucl
understonding.” (Fidei Donum). -

"le recognise the legitimate gspirakion for independence as of the
offorts to obtain it., The Church wishes srdently thet o1l men, like oll
peoples, assume ever more their rosponsibilities, The grectness of men
gtoms from his boing frec snd responsible — and political liberty is one
of these fundsmentel liberties ond responsgibilities. Not to enjoy this
shows o development which is not yet finished and can only be temporary"
(Bishops of lindagascar, Decomber 1953).

"It is not possible but thot our people when they study in history
the ndwence of clder peoples townrds subonomy and appreeioting the growth
cmongst them of o well-fittoed, cducated closs and lmoving the inercesing

. frequence with which they arc ealled upon 1o give their opinion in the

government of their countrics; it is not possible I tell you that our
&lite will not scol: to usc evory menns possible to bring neorer the dey
wvhen they will teke over the reins of sclf-government, This is notural.
The Church does not econdem it, but rather the reverse."

(Bishop Lenetot at Jisubi Conference 1955).

Still onc mects many o Cotholic student — not to speck of non-Cotholics -
yho somctimes comploins that the Hierarchy in his particular region does

not ive o more positive lood. He then misjudges totelly the original

mission of the Chureh i rogard to tompornl questions., The directives

— » e — -
—_——— —_—
t‘f,‘
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11of the Church contzin the guiding principles along which a solution can
,rl, be found but never the exact formuls for territorial stetutes vhich
\lwould solve the colonial question in o particular region, "The Church

is not a politicsl power destined to promote one form of government”
\(Bishops of ladagascar, Decerber 1953).

"On all questions which vitelly and rightly interest the peoples
of Black Africs, the Church is eompetent but not directly a technical
competence but o competence based on right prineiples™

(Bishops of French Vest Africa, 27 August 1955).

But what the Catholic student slso forgets is that he himsell and
not the Hierarehy-es-such has 1o say nis word in these temporal questions)
{hot there is-w £i61@ Wherc ho has to shoulder his own responsibilitics.
The afsican Hierarchy has repestedly warned Catholies that the evolution
towerds independence will be megative end doomed to failure if the
Catholic Africen does not assumc ever growing responsibilities in all
Pields of the temporal order (political, social, trade unions, edminis-
trative positions cte.)

This appeel nust £ind an immediste echo among the students. As
soon ns they leave the university, they are called to very high ond very
responsible positions. They need all the training they can get in the

: ] wniversity if they do not want to fail in their responsibilities towords

their families ond country. To awalen this sense of responsibility is
the taslk the Pox Romana groups in Africe nusy try to fulfil.

The herd core of the Catholic groups in most universities are often

thoszziywpa; "'.i el -'i @ﬁﬂtdﬁm 1 sa:doiha‘b &1811-‘0‘113:

groups in Central Africo have been execptionally fovoured, The chaplains
are tho driving force of most groups and sre all men of outstanding
spiritusl and intcllectuzl cepacities, The foct thet most of them arc
ot the same bime full-time professors will couse difficultbies if the
Catholic groups grow bigger.

Finglly I should like to mention two specifically African problems.
The Africsn student, like his counterpert in. otber.continents, is anxious
that bis future wife should hove o good education. lowever oS explained
carlicr om, the education of girls is still in the cmbryonic stage. An
cdded difficulty is that the bridesprice for girls ol good education is
preposterously highs The only solution lies in expanded education for
girls and o still grecter offort by sovernment ond missionary suthorities
to provent such extravagoneies in the bridesprice.

liore scrious is the problem of family responsibilities. The family
group is o muel Ia¥gor wnit then in the Voestern Vorld. perticularly in
those sroes where poligomy porsists. The student is nearly alweys the
only member of his femily who hes the chanece of wn odvenced educntion -
which gives him cnormous prestige in his fomily but clso meons that in
many CR8ES rior his studics, the whole family group turns to him for
counscl ond nid - espocially finsneisl cdd. It is not uncomion to heor
o student complein thot after his studics he will hove to support ot
lenst 10 to 15 pooplc, this not counting his wife's family if he deeides
to got morried. Given tho sirong atitachnent to his family snd the still
woal: sense of his eivie dutics, onc can ensily picture the difficulties
of o young government officicl, the young doctor or engineer who is
constantly ealled upon to help his fomily with meney, lodging cte,
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Tt is for this reason that he is so often driven to corruption. This

problem is one of the most serious which the young Africen countries have

to encounter, I feel that our Cotholic students should study and disouss _.
the problem so that they may be better able to face the gituation after v
their studies, Again to educste the Catholie student to his responsibilities l't
as o Catholic and o citizen is one of the foremost tasks of Pox Romane in

Africa today.
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PART I

Cotholic groups wvisitoed

In this second part of my report I shall try to describe very briefly
the state of the Catholic groups I visited during my #rip, I would like
40 stress that in all groups I found great enthusiasm for the Africon
Seminar and that the idea launched in Vienna has already proved a powerful
stimulus for the activitiecs of the groups. liost groups are young and
gtill depend too much for their cectivities on the initiatives talken by
the chaplain or by one or two leaders olthough o grect arsenal of potentially
good leaders exists.

Their character in the English speaking territories is that of o
Nevman Club. Activities fall into three categories -

A. @Gpiritual. lcsses - often daily, Rosary, Benediction,
retrents ot tfqm&mg i-b fs i This category
ig in generzl ‘we . - atejoe 'dmm,racter of
- the University ond the presence of chaplains on eampus contribute.

B. Social. Nonthly or term dances.

C. Intellectusl. Study circles, debating evenings, lectures.
This sort of petivil o _be Jed.
In generzl the Catholic groups take an active part in student government
and other coampus affairs. In some universities, they are even to the fore,

1. TFRENCH VEST AFRICA

The student population at the University of Daimr (approx.600 students)
consists of ioslems ond Catholies. The vost mejority is African from all
the territories of Freneh Vest Africa but there is also o group of European
students. Relations between the Moslem ond Catholic students are mos®
cordicl, Relations between the African ond Buropean studenis are greatly
affected by the present politicol tension. The some goes for relotions
between students and staff. The student group as o whole scemed to be o
occupied with one subject only - onticolonialism. The loslem leaders

toke o more extreme stend on the anticolonisl question - we must follow

our follagnh friends in Algeria, sums up their atbtitude., The Catholies axe
for independence but through peaceful mea

The Catholic group has some very good leaders who are generally respected.
The fact that nenr the Cité Universitairc, the Dominiean fathers have built
o house with o chnpel con be considered o big step in the right direction,
Attempts are being made to stert Catholic foeculty groups. A very good
initistive takon by the cheplein is o course on liarxism/Leninism.
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Internationnl contacts of the grour are still very restricted. It is

in touch with the JEZC group in France and has storted o publication
"Jeunesse de 1l'Afrique". A very heglthy sipgn is the development of contects
with different Cgtholic orpenisctions, Such contoets particularly with

the Young Christian Vorkers should be intensified. liore contact between
Africen students and semingrians would be beneficial to both groups. A
combined study weelzend would be highly profitable. Cotholie graduante

groups - notably of doetors end teochers — arc being built up.

2. SIERRA LEOND

In Fourrch Bay (410 students at the University cnd the Teachers' Trezining
College), there is o very active student group (Wevman) with about 60 members.
The dynomic element is mostly formed by Higeriaon students. Recently o

new chapledin (who teaches at the Teachers' Troining College) has been
appointed, This is o grest advantege os he lives on campus. Although
Fourrah Bey hos o Protestant choracter, relstions between Cetholics cnd
Frotestents are satisfoctory. The group is strongly supported by the

small Ceotholic community in Freetowm. 3Bible study, social study circles
might be necessary. A "Catholic Bullefin" is published once o term.
Infema*ttﬁm-sr contects are practically non~existent.

The Nevman Club is ripe for affiliation to the liovement from every point of
view. The words Pox Romana might be incorporated into the nome of the
Society to underline from the beginning its affilistion to an internationgl
movement ..

s, memn  FUNdacdo Cuidar o Futuro

At the University College of Ibadan (562 students) there is a Catholic
group with 112 members. The chophain is o professor at the College. His
house serves as a continunl meeting point for Catholic students who flock
in for counsel and tea at all times of the doy ond night. A new big chapel
has recently been built on conpus.

The dynemic element is fovmed by the Legion of linry.. Efforts by the

group to get study cireles going have not been too succ\ém}lolic
groups have been suorucd recently ot the Wigerion College of Afts,

Science and Technology (Ibndon) and the Murees' Troining School. A first
executive meeting of the officers of the different groups was held to review
the estoblishment of o federntion. Ifforts should clso be mode to contact
students ot teccher's troining colleges in other parts of Africn.

A good paper "The Catholice Umiergu.dtmte" is published monthly, Catholic
students olso toke o big part in eompus nctivities and government.

Both in Nigeria and in Sierrs Leone it was evident thot the students
V@iﬁ not quite ocware of the role and function the chaplain hes to fulfil

e student group - a fn.ct to which ¢ a:bion‘blon should be.drevm-at-the
Africon Seminar where we. -’éo"'brmﬁ most _ of_’gge choplains fogether.
The foct that o Seminazy /- AfF¥icen priests is being built near the
University campus and that the Hierarchy is set on developing contacts between
students aond seminarions is, in my opinion, o very wise initiative from
which both groups will profit.

In Logos on attempt is being made to form & graduste group.
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4, GHANA

The Pax Romans federation of Ghans Cotholic Students was officially affiliated
to the llovement o year ago, The federation consists of a group at the
University College of Achimotc¥ond one at the Technical College of Iumesi.
Efforts should be made to develop contacts with teachers' training colleges
where there is great interest for Pax Romana., Through the efforts of

the chaplain in Achimotn, it is hoped that o big chepel will soon be biilt.
The chaploin ot the University College*is o full-time professor and lives

on campus. The cheplain in Iumasi teaches in o sccondary school in the

tovn, vhich impedes more regular contact with the studentse.

In the Federation there are some excellent leaders but an effort should be

.made to troin voung students to tale over xesponsibilities in the Federation.
A first nationel meeting was held last Jenuary end met with considerable
success. The Federation is quite ecapable of helping to organise the Seminarg
A member of the Federation will come to Fribourg in September to help witp entagdo 3

the preparation of the meebing. FUNDACAO %
! . -
* Now the University of Ghanc. ‘f woR
: _ = f

5. BELGIAN CONGO 3" I 2

The Catholic University of Lovenium has 169 students of whom one is & non- x5

Catholic. Lovonium hos introduced s pre-university year where students
coming from secondary shools have to pass an exdmination before they are
allowed to begin their university studies. The government's aim is that
overy student - no metter vhat faculty -~ rust be able to complete his studies
in the Belgisn Congo. This yeor for the first time a group of Buropeans (42
of whom 9 girlé) are studying ot the University, This cohabitation is

unigue for the Bﬁﬂ]mah‘hw m _ cted. Another
healthy festure is SOL L E |Gibidshs! studydllg\Pedogogys Their
nurber will certeirly inerease when the Faculties of Theology and Fhilosophy
ore storted in the near future. - .

The students have orgenised n student council and there are cultural, musical
theatre and sports clubs. During my visit, wp&ra‘tory meebings were held
to consider the esioblishment of o Pax Romena group, the orginisation of

 which has The Tull baclting of tho University authorities. It is hoped that
a good delegation will ationd the Seminar.

A Stote Universiity is being built in Elisabethville. So far. there ere cbout
62 students nll in their pre-university yesr. The appointment of ‘& permanent
chaplain there is highly desireble - most students are Cotholic. :

In the Belgion Congo cducation is for a gront deal in the honds of the
nissionery orders and secondary and higher education is fairly recent compared
with other Africsn mgions. Very few Congolese students hove been able to
study abroad and in general one can say thot the first generabion of intellectunls
is now being formeds ' ’ -

WM
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6. IENIA
The Royal Technmical College comprises -

1. The Technienl College
2, The lichatine Ghondi Memorial Acodeny (o commercisl school).
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It looks ns if the students in the Academy will have to continue their
studies in liakerere College (Kempele) as London degrees cannot yet be
taken in Nairobi.

The College has about 245 students of which about 140 Africans end about
90 Asiens. .4 Newiaan group has been Tformed and shows an inspiring ectivity
on cempus level, (About G5 members — 40 Africans, 24 Asians nearly all
Goans). Relations between Africons and Gosns are most cordial. liore
contact with the Catholic jroup in linlzere College is desirable. The

group is favoured by the ingpiring leadership given by its chaplain and
by lirs Roche & leciurer im .jconomics who wos responsible for sterting the
Newman Society in Sierrr Leone o few years ago.

7. UGANDA

In liakerere College, the University Collese of Dast Africa which is in
Kempale (epprox. 650 gtudents) o good Cotholic group has flourished for
the past two years (St. Augustine's Society = 150 members). There is a
full-time Catholic chaploin paid by the Universiiy - an excellent arrangement.
The society plays o very nctive part in all campus affeirs, It has a good
publication - Augustine Newsletter, ond the Africon Newsletter is also
publighed from here,

There were eomplaints about the educstional policy of some missionary

| orders = educational stendards of some Cotholic schools not high enough,

reluctence of some missionaries to send Cataolids to the Universitye.

At the School of Building pnd Civil Engineering in Kompala there is o
smaller Catholic group (St. Perdinand's Society). A big problem here is

the lack of o H;d mg@e #%‘R% would be
desirable and E‘Hm oagg'_:.qc groups will fo rotion which

coulcl “then be affilisted to Pax Romana. In Kenyn and Ugande efforts are
also being made to csteblish graducte groups — Catholic lunching clubs.

8., SUDAN

In the University of hortoum {cpprox. 900 students) there is o Pax

Romone, Tederation — the Ste. Augustine's Society — which groups both students
and produntes (apurox. 25 members).

In the Sudan there is o clear division between the NHorth (lloslem, more
advenced) and the South (pagon with growing Cetholic influence but greatly
underdeveloped). At the University the overwhelming port of the siudents
come from the North and are iloslem, There arc only o few Catholic students
(from the South). The position of the Cotholic group is difficult bubt it
can grow in imporitaonce if educntion in the South is developed. (Education
there is entirely in Catholic hands but the government now wentis to take

. over mast the Cotholic schools). There is & great lack of good leaders

| ocmong the Catholic community in the Sudan.

| One difficulty is the mentality which is developing among the students -

to consider themselves the born enemies of the staff. There is noticeable
Comnunist influence in the University. From on educationnl point of
view the University is plogued by striles.

The Society has been zble to orgonise o serieé of lectures which drew the
attention of 2 great part of the University.
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9. LEBANON

15,

There is on active JEC group in the Catholic University of St. Josenha
There is glso g Newman Club in the American University of the Lebanon,
This latter group is affilisted to the lotional Newmon Club Federation
(ICF) in the USA but riore dircet _contact with Pax Romone. is desirsble.
Also more eontact bowreen the two groups would be fruitful. It would
be o good thing if some siudents from these tio groups obtended the
Afriecn Seminor.

the future to discuss relsbions between Christicrn, lloslen ond Jewish

& Ejﬂen'ﬁa ° o

The Lebanon might be ca idecl place to hold = Pex Romenn Conference in | W
Gl Ry
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The general picture is o grim one clthough it is difficult in o short
report to explain the extremely complicabted situction which exists there.
The present government's policy is the most exodensive woy of committing
politicel suicide seen from the long term point of view., It cen be
sumied up in the ballad -

"If you are white, you're alright
If you brown you might get around

But if you axe black, get back, get back."

Faoro are cbout AL HNDIACRQAMMEIAL FLIUD stantent ot
living, About 1 million Asians, whose position is becoming more and more
difficult, and obout 8 million Africans - Bantu - of waich seme live in
the reserves and have managed to hang onto their trnditions and the rest
(3 million) 42 and around the cities; the latter are completely uprooted
from their “ribal traditiuns., As the llost Reverend Hurley, Archbishop of
Durban recently wroto 2);

*

"The Buropern is South Africe is o great democrat. He believes
in the four freedoms, but he sees in South Africs only 2,600,000 people to
whom these domoerctic orinciples apply and over 9,000,000 to whom they do
not, He is perhops prepared o admit thet the non-Buropean roces do not
exactly get o 'square-desl'; he is prepared to deplore so ruch poverty and
hordship, but on the other hand, he is inclined to cccent the situstion bed
ag it is in meny ways beeause he cannot scc how the non-Europesn con bo
given better focilities for development withoub threstening the white men's
position and in ony clash of intercsts, the supremncy of the white men rust
be asccepied as axiomatic.™

(l)In South Africn the term Duropean is always applied bo the white element
in the population

(2)0u‘bline of o Catholic Social Progrosmic for South Africe - in Xolbe
Winter Schocl selected popers.
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The situation is complicated by the foel thgl there is no unity of thought
emong the Huropesns. There is the L:fnlme;l\lho differs from the Hnglish
gpealring white not only in languapge but also in religion, treditions ond
politicnl ambitions. He wants vo ereste o nation in vhich the European
rotains the locding position, which is based on o Calvinistie tradition
ond which has as political form o republic, He eclashes with the English
specking Buropemns whom he rightly blanes for not wanting to leayn another
langunge, for hanging on to two idenls, South ifrice ond good old Englond,
This prevents the move liberal elements cmong the twe groups - libernl
vis-i~vis non-Durcpesns - from joining Tforces to fori o solid bloel:
" egoinst the governmend's voliey of sportheid,

It must be admitied thot the povermaent is goending more money on the
development of *the dantuv then sny previcus one, dut it is being spent on
Pollacious principles. Couslede segrepobion is impossible where the
economy of o country is bpsed on the chenp labour provided by the Bantu
and where the whole edue~tionnl policy is dirceted to leeping him there.
In the mesntizie o lot of hotred is being built up, whieh will nele ony
lesting solution more cnd more aifiicult.

In the terzitorics under the Apostolic Delegation in South Africa there
are necrly 1 1/4 million Cntholics of vhos almost o million are Africens.
The European Cotholies form o small ninority practicelly restricted to the
English speaking regions. It is in the scme position as the Jewish commm-
nity and is very much frowned upon by the governments _Both commmities.
ecn however ploy o vitel role in the devclolmnt of bettor roce relotions.
The strength of the Cntholic Chureh wes shown in the strong stend it took
agrinst the govermrient on the Santu mission schools. Al‘lﬂmugh ‘an enormous

fincneisl bur % 1 stote
subsidies cxe vbfﬁétﬁé m ards Catholicism
in South Africo must not be under-reted. One can alre: mr hear Bantu
people voice the opinion that the only valid educotion im in the Catholie
schools, ng they firnly believe - rightly or wrongly — thot government
achools give on educction which tends to hold them in inferior positions.

The University situstion foithfully reflects the gemeral situcstion of the
Union. ITigher educction ig well developed, but gtill almost an exclusively
Turope-n offeir. Also there is o renl division belween the Afrikacns
spealiing universitics (Pretoria, Stellenbosch, Bloeidontein, Potchefstroom)
and tho Znglish sper,i:in;ag ones (Hobnl, Grehamstown, Cope Tovm and
Johennesburg). BSo ior thore is one Universiiy for non-Buropecns ot Fort
Hare (2p roxe. 40C stndents), edue~tionally linted with Rhodes University.
Also thore is o medie-l school for non-luro cons in Durbon ( 293 students
mostly Asicngs). Doth institutes, from an educctional point of view, are
up bill new ss good &g ony in Jouth Afriec. Aport from %his, non=guropeai
students con cttend the twe English speal:zing Uaiversities in ~ Wi w,tersrcno.
(195 non-whites) snd Cope Towm (236 non-whites nostly eolouredl? i
Bdueation Bill tonds not only bo estoblish acadenic segregation of whl‘»e
end non-whites but will subjecct students and staf? ot the non-Eurcpecn

o/o
(1)&3 Afriloner is descended from the Duteh setllers.

(z)puloured is coplied to those of mixed notive Africen and Europeen blood,
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universities to o rigorous control that hes never been experienced by /fof FUNDACE e

the existing mixed and all white Universities in §quth arica. But  [& DACAQ

enough hes been writbten on this subject a,lready.( o C(UIDAR
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The Catholic wviewpoint was rightly sumied up by Archbishop licCann of
Cape Town who spoke for Catholic students and graduates "as & graduate
of the Universivy, as o citizen, as a South African'"gnd sgid: "Beceuse
it (the government's proposal) is a denial of Christian principles which
rige above distvinctions of race and group I mmst conderm it, I ashk you
to live by the values that you have learni in your Christien faith, so
that the University may alweys recognise the greet truths which are the
foundation of our eivilisation and culturc."

Vhat is nost astonishing in the University Apertheid Bill is not so much
the openess with which it tweats the non-Buropesn as inferior human
beings (in this the Bill is o logie~l consequence of the whole policy

of the South Africen government) as mueh as {the psychologicel short-
sightedness it reveals. With esch new University for non-Buropeans the
government creales a training school for cubitiered revolutionaxry. leaders.
The example of Fort Hare has an-arenvly taught nothing to the introducers
of the Bill, Oprosition towerds the 5ill has mostly come from English
spealting universities, the Afrikesans speaiting ones were in favour or kept
silent once morc clearly showing the split existing between them even on
vital issues lilwe Acadciic Freedom. The fault for this tragic situation
must however be shered by both groups.

In the light of this development, the imoortence of the Pius XII University
College is clearly revealed. rategically siwated in Basutoland
(e British PW@E od, (b} e H(nd lay) vhe -

d to

are ubterly devote ¢ education of the African people, it may become
the only University where the African can pursue o University vocation.

An enormous eifort - in finences and fully gualified steff - will however
be necessery if it wants to live up to this challengze. In this it

deserves the unlimited supzort of Catiiolicss The presence of Zuropean
students on caatus would De highly desirsble to give it ~ also in practice -
the position of the only "apen University" in thet region.

The Catholie atudent group, small as it is, is well organised in the
National Cotholic Federation of Students of South Africa (HCES) which

for some yenrs how been affilicted To Pax Romans. ilostly concentrated

in the English specking wniversitics it hes menaged to wield a strong
influence in the student govermments there. The prescnee in their ranks

of students from Fiug {II and Port Ilare tends to make it vhe only student
body comprising different roces. Their great challenge is, notwithstanding
cll govermment cofforts, Yo Heop it thatl way and to develop hy peaceful

means the contact between blaeck, brovn and whitee A great and good influence
in the NCFS is provided-oy-tho-Cutholic women studonts.

(l)Thos.e who wanlt more precise information should read “The Open University 2
in South Africa" published on behalf of the Conforence of representa:bivaa?
the Universitics of Cope Tom and .{itwatersrend, by the Vitwatersrand
University Presz, 'i7.
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Despite difficulties encountered, the leadership training course developed
same years ago could yield good results. One of the gravest problems

is the lack of full-time chaplains and it is ‘o be hoped that the
Hierarchy will realise more and more the extrene importance of providing
chaplainse The fact that the South African student is often less
favoured in this regpect than his collesgue in Central Africa - vhere

the shortage of priests is much more acule — was & surprise to me.

The cordial and frequent contect exigting in different cities between the
NCES and its elder brother the Holbe Associztion sets an example for
other countries, Special atiention should also be paid to Catholic
students or gaduates in the Afrilmens spealing wniversities, Liore
intense confrontation of the Catholic and the Protestant speomlly -~
Ga.lvmist t students and~ Eraduates on such vital issues for the country

as tolerance and racialism might not be en easy or o greteful tast™

bﬁt“‘t‘rems—a—w:-baﬂ:"— To——
PART IV THE AFRICAN  SI/TOILR

iy visit to Africa has convineed me more than ever of the need for the
Seminar, There are Catholic students in every African university. In
most cases, the nucleus of o group already exists but its activities are
very restricted. ihat is needed is good leadership. Our first interest
should therefore be the training of lemders., The African university
student is fa,cecl with nuch the same problems whether he is studying in

Dakarx, Nigeri sla:. or Ug@g a,ct i sought bub geographic and
k

finaneial dJ. %;a@t tﬁﬁf is graa.t interest
mPaxRom.na but 1ts are on]y feintly imown,

Seminar can do o lot to remedy this sitete of affairs —

1. It will for the first time bring together Catholic student
leaders from all the African universities and help build up inter-African
solidarity

2, It will provide a {training course for these leaders which
will greatly help the development of good and active Catholic student
groups in the universiuy 1

3, It will give them the chance to live - not just to read
about — Fax Romane, and through the presence of some students from other
continents, show the intemmational bonds we try to forge

4. It will give them o chence to discuss the great problems
the Church and the young notions of Afrien cre facing cnd in this way,
help to form thet ., élite upon vhom the future of the Church and the welle
being of the African Seople depend

5. Tinally it will give the African student & better insight
into the mission of the University in the develovment of the African people.

The preliminaory progrome as drevm up does not have to be drastically
chenged (sce Appendix 1), Under Be 2: "The African University and the
State" the question of nationalism should receive particular cmphosis.
Under B:3: "The African and Soeicty", problems of Racialism, Civic Respon-
sioility towerds the Family and the Statc should be treated, while we feel
& new point dealing with the Bducation of the African girl should be added.
Also under C, "The role of the group in professional formation" nust be

outlined. Po:.nt A2 “Chnst:....n Civilisetion and Culture" will be replaced
by "The eivic responsibility of the A,Er:.cun student'.

Cw—y ——
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What can we do to help in the formation of such a Catholic élite?

1. Develor contact with our African groups through our
entraile roszamie - see the speciel brochure on the
Afvican Seninar

2« Helo the ilrican student oo our campus in every nossible
way

3. 8ot up speeial groups on our campus whose mein aim will
be the soecial training of Catholic students to enable
then to go and worl as competent laymen in African
countries, for if a Christian civilisation is 1o be
built up, it cennot be done without the help of your
irs, Lirs. or Liss layman and wouan.

Pinally the 't.our has convinced me of the necessity of more and better
OOILMS_ A ZTNoTic and I o5Ion Soudent 1N north Alrica and
BYTcR i eta Hoqmiisn: Tthis regard Pax nLonane should strive for cleser
cmermmﬁm organisers of the Toumliline meetings (lioroecco) .
At the same time thought should be given to organising a meeting

between Christian and Loslen students in ‘the Lebanon, ﬁ ! : 6 [:: ;3

Fundacao Cuidar o Futuro
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