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"4 Picture of Japanese Students”

| by G. Neidenoff

There are no illiterates in Jupen. The birthrete is high there.
There ere many young people. They disappear intoc the meelstrom of the
achools and from there; into the universities.

A university educetion is the highest goal since it is considered the
nesessary preamble to & lucrative or interesting oareer,

The universities have been remodeled on the American plén and cngege in
every discipline, inecluding those of Technical Colleges.

Both young wen and women students avidly follew the sciences, but also
seek "a style" of living, the confrontation of East and West, the
oommencement of & social community snd every other experience which can
give them a provisional answer to the problems which broke their elders.

Western thinkers, Merxist prophets, the existentialistis, hmericen
pregmetists end-scientists, French literary figuree and artists and their
films forbidden to those under 16 years, Hollywood movies, sensational
journalism, the austerity of Chinese Communism, the Russisn mirage, the

easy life of the liesterner form currents which mingle &s the background of &
life of necessity, humpur, instarility. of rest-icted professional

horizons but which Lava no uilel ar avisiy o the faecitional religions
nor, ebove all, to the recent hsroic pusts

Contemporery Jepan and ita youth demond & little opium and escape from the
countryside, the cinema, and megazines but they are pessimistic and sad,
net kmowing tc which ideal they should vow themselves. The majority
believe in nothing, state their cgnosticism, even their atheism. The
weakest youth allow themselvas to be carrisd away by pleasures cnd fun.
The ravages of birth control ure not only due o the worry of over—
populetion but also, &8 in other countries, te the disastrous results of
moral licence.

However the truditional virtues of this sound people have not been emothered.
Far from it. The solid piller of the family, the exquisite discretion end
modesty of the women, the men's sense of the gociel hisrarchy are not
banished zmd flourish continuously.

An officer, e prisoner in Russie, wrote to his daughter, "The enly thing
I want for you ie thet you can follow your wvocetion, that you become a
perfect Japenese women, and that you work for the good of the country.
Yes, work herd... OQur country is suffering. There ere those who have
become pessimists and lost their faith in Jepan. Also I want you, from
now on, to bend &ll your energics to becoming more perfect and stronger
in order to help Sthers... Don't worry ebout mes I will always believe
in you,"

The women is elways attentive to such mele edvice, especielly if, as in
this cese, the young student is a Christien. She hed csked her pagén
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" father's permission to enter the convent of the Religious of the Sacred
Heart, This wos her fether's reply end he sdded, "I see that your
determination ie so strong that nothing cen chenge it, 4nd for someone
who h=s chosen o religicus life, I understend perfectly thet it must be
this way... For myself, I do net regret having given myself toc my
country. " .

For these reasons, the tiny Catheolic community in Jzpan can influence,
far beyond its capgeity, o highly mprel population who are shaken but not
overcome by pest—-wer events. Whet ere the 200,000 Cztholics among the

90 million Jopanese? Steatisticelly, they are nothing. But their role

is importent as the leaven in the dough., Their position on family
ethice, on political scciety, and the meening of life finds echo in the
deep Jepanese woul as & welcome, and more pewerful, light on something
already ecknowledged. -Even the most cynical intellectusls guard a
nostalgia for society's lost equilibrium and are deeply impressed by
those who preach purity. '

Catholics are the ywitnesses of Christ in the presént end the future,
through their lives and their principles. They are heerd, They direct
five universities with & student population of about 5000, the mejority
being o Sophia University, & Jesuit institution in Tokyo. After the
war, another university wes opened by the Divine Word (SVD) fathers in
"Negoy#, and two women's universities - the only ones in Japan - are
directed by the Religicas of the Beecrea Lzaris

In 1954, there wes & flood of half-g-willion candidatss of whom only
125,000 were eduitted to higher studies. There are 226 universities
“caring for 447,000 men and wemen students in addition to 65,000 students
in university colleges. The grand totel shows 512,000 students under the
care of 49,800 professors., This is & prodigious number, especially when
we recall thet the level of Jepanese university study equals thet of any
Western instituticn,

- reprinted from the Bullstin de St-Justin and Missia.




Ay~

DOCUMENTATION AND FEATURE SERVICE

6?\‘& oo >

"The Humen Situstion in South Afrieal < Hhmﬂw 2
a er
, ~ CuiDAR é"‘

by C. Gardner "?/;1,, 0 FUTURD §

*

It is not surprising thet the whole world h&és become interested in
South Africa, for in thet country meny of the big conflicts of our times
are caught in ¢ nutshell, HosY countries, especiully the Western ones,
heve not realised that the tensions which sre gripping South Africe may
soon come upen thew. Yet we must et the same time ses the South Africen
situation in its uniquensss.

The Dutch settlers who ctme to the Cape of Good Hope in the middle of the
seventeenth century were, on the whole, siming simply at what they could
gain for themselyes snd for the Dutch Emst Indie Compeny. 4As they spread
further and further into the country they ceme into contect with an
incressing number of the dark-skinned ifricsns who hed e primitive tech-
nology and a culture quite different from their own. Kany battles were
fought between white end bleck, and the former got the upper hand; but us
they felt themselves superior to the Africans, and as they werse & minority
(and therefore ofruid), they were uncble to exercise a generous snd creative
leadership. There was little love or understending. Meanwhile another
colonlslng foree, the British, hed come to the Oupe, &nd it prosseded +o
make its over-eonfident "GenerOazty“ felt throughout the country. The
Dutch themselves became an "underdeg" nation; and the British who now
joined in the task of developing the country treated the Africans in roughly
the same way o8 tre Dutch hod Jome, The 3onflict Letween the Dutch and the
British flared up in th: 3ecutlh MlrlieWar' 1099-.992), Wl ill-feeling
continues, end it has only been whipped up by recent developments, ' From
this background has come the present tenge rucial situetions three groups

of peoplé, each having very little sympathy for the other two.

We must bewasre of judging or blaming. The European colonizers would perheps
have hed to be seints to heve acted differently; and even if they =re much
to blame, the fault lies in an unfortunste arrogunce which has often cone
to be assoclated with the Western culture snd wey-of-life. It is our job
to correct this &t onee; we have to ‘be grateful for the wider knowledge

end wider sympathies we are able tc have.

The present situstion: three grdups of people, each having very little
sympethy for the other two, There are the "non-Europeens" (africans,
Coloureds - of mixed blocd = and Indicns). They meke up over 80% of the
pepulation and they have suffered most. They have not been allowed to
enter into their redpepsibilites within the commnity, and they heave had to
endure the humilistion of race prejudice. It i8 the educated men and women
who heve been mcst cramped; there h&s besn comparetively little bodily
brutality. Now, however, by the restrictions of the Bantu Education Act
which provides for the educuting of the coloured peoples "along their own
lines," the goverrment in power hsa tried even to meke the existence of

an educatad Afriecn clugs impeossible,

Then there are the two Buropean peoples. [The Africasns — the descendents
of the Dutch settlers — form the larger group; it is their Nationalist govern-
ment which is now in power. This wvigorous pecple is at present exhibiting
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ite vitality end its rich culture; but unfortunctely ite force is, as we
have seen; dominent rether then crsotive. The afrikaners ere afraid, their
sympathies huve been nerrovwed; cften they huve even ellowed their Ohristi-
anity to become an instrument for cppressing the "non-Europeens." Yet the
white man's fear hos to be understood and sympathetically. The English-
speaking South Afrieens, the other pgroup, heve on the whole tended to be
avarieious, complacent and otherwise inoctive. They were shaken into serious
thought about South Africs for almost the first time in 1948 when the
Afrikener Hetionelist government cume into power. They have been the most
bewildered of the three groups. #&nd perhaps they heve been (elthough they
are not asware of it) the leest honest: for exempls, they have recently
opposed the Afrikcner movement to keep the coloured peoples permeneritly
suppressed, but most of them ere secretly content with the legislation.
Indeed it must be obvicus that the whole complex situation is fraught with
subeonscicus dishonestiss. But the dark-skinned people have, for the most
part, been forced to be honest.

But there is always hope. The sead of it are thesre in South Africa. There
heve elways been members of the Coloured reces whe have not only (like all
their brethren) clamocured against the whites but have also sought, as far
es they could, to understand and to eductite them. There have always been
whites who have been cware of the bad trends and have fought against theme.
And there heve 'been — end there are - the miesionaries, although they have
often fallen into some of the usual European errors. Todey there sre many
of the coloured peoples and & very smell but feirly strong minority of
whites who are trying to undexstand their fellowiren and to spread sympathy
and awareness tnd Tive lo suren o velii wiv-of-.ize 'Jor ilie whole of South
Afriea. The Catholic Church and most of the other churches .(but by no
means ell of their white members) are standing out against the Bentu Educa-
tion het &nd aparthsid. There is dedicetion end creative thought within
the coloured peoples' politicel movements and in the new liberal perty (yet
the new growth cennot come from siwply politiesl action), and also for
example, cmongst meany students of all races.

There is good hope in the Africen peoplecs who are, in spite cof everything,
beginning to reclise themselves. There is hope, too, in the embittered
people of all colours, for the very ignorence and lack of understanding meen
thet knowledge und wisdom and love can come snd can work the spiritual and
mental revolution which Scuth Africs needs.

Now the situction is coming towards o orisis. This meens that people can
become more harsh and more prejudiced. But &t the same time, paradoxically,
people - especielly the whites - are being made to think; they are becoming
gstonished. Subconscious motives are flowing to the surfoce; things are
being spoken on the house-tops.

It is this moment theét Christian and all men of goodwill must seize upon.
South Africa is perhaps approaching the point at which which it will be
mede or ruined., If the different peoples can come to work together, this
perfecting on the natural level will be not only a prelude to, but a
part of Christ's establishment of his reign.

- reprinted from the Pux Romona Africsn lewsletter..




