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REPORT ON

Pax Romasna meeting for Women Students, on
"WOMAN IN THE MODERN WORLD"

held between Monday, April 6th, and Monday, .pril 13th, 1959, at the
Convent of the Holy Child, 11 Cavendish Square, London W.l, England.

; The meeting was attended by delegates from France, Holland,
North America, W. Germany ani England, as well as several casual ob-
servers —- about twenty-five persons in all. Miss Ingrid Tauber of the
Union of Catholic Students of Great Britain organized the meeting. The
speakers wers:i-—

- Miss Hilda Graef, philosopher and suthor, on '"Womsn: 4n Approach
Through Genesis". -

- Reverend M. 0'Leary, Chairman of the Catholic Marriage Advisory Council,
on "Woman: Physiological and Pgychological Aspects".
and also on '"Woman in the Family".

- Reverend J. Fitzsimons, former Young Catholic Workers Women's Chaplain,
on "Womsn: Historical Context".

~ Reverend Willism Lawson, S.J., author, on "The Apostolate".

- Dr. Jean Barron of King's Collegz, London University, on '"Woman in

- Miss Patricia HEJE&E%ZQALM@Q&E ,UJ;U r’@man in

Business and Professions".

The registered delegates lived together at the Convent, and
were thus able to enjoy Mass und meals together. On each of three days
there was a morning lecture, followed by discussion in small groups and
then in general assembly. On April 10th thare were three short talks
instead of one lecture, the closing session occurred on April 11th, =nd
the 12th w=s spent on an excursion to Windsor Castle. Bvenings wére free
and the participants sampled London theatres and landmarks. i

It is regrettable that no delegates represented Oriental countrics
or those bzhind the Iron Curtain. Women in both these regions are in situ-
ations, have problems and philosophies, entirely different from those to be
found in the West, and the London mecting would certainly have been greatly
enriched by discussions on a truly umiversal scalc. However, it is also
possible that in such a case the subject matter would have been too vast
and conclusions difficult to attain. Nonetheless, we ask our resders to
keep in mind the fact that the framework of the meecting was Occidental, and
that the Conclusions, while based on wniversal truths, are seen in the light
of Western Sulturs and Thought.

As can be seen by the lecturs topies, the subject was dealt with
from almost all possible aspects, and in an informal way because of the inti-
macy of a small group. Therofore, rather than a series of fommal conclusions,
we offer the following report of the overall content of the Confercnee, as
written by one of the participants.
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In the Book of Genesis it is written that "The Lord God said:
It is not well that man should be without companionship; I will give
him a mate of his own kind".

Woman was, therefore, created as a companion to Man. This status
implies that she exists for him, as a complementary partner; it implies
the incompleteness of each without the other. In the Garden of Eden,

Man dominated the Earth with Woman as his devoted and respected companion:
equal, different, complementary beings. The Fall changed this relation:
"The Lord God said ... to the woman ... Thou shalt be subject to thy
husband; he shall be thy lord". 'VWoman's status fell to one of inferiority
and servility; Our Lady won back the dignity of womankind when she became
the Mother of God, and the coming of Christianity was marked by a re-affir-
matin of Woman's equality with Man. However, repsect for Woman did not
result in legal rights —- it was not Christianity which led to her gaining
such rights, but the Industrial Revolution of the last hundred years.

At the beginning of this new sra it was a mark of prestige for
women to be idle, but eventually many of them had to take up work; and
feminists and suffragettes fought for legal rights, for lsgal equality with
the men beside whom they worked. In winning rights they lost privileges,
however. In struggling to compete with men, to mset the standards of a
Man's world, they lost their femininity and the respect of men, in many
instances. It might be said that we have completed a full circle, and
returned to the state of equality which God created in the beginming. But
the fact is that now there is competition whereas then there was companion-
ship.

Man, by Sclen€e, ha§ gréater poyer over material things than ever
since the Fall, but Woman's status, if frankly viewed in general, is dominated
by two attitudes in Society: she is regarded as merely a sexual being, or
as quite equal to Man, legally. The sexual attitude results in male-centerad
Society; the other finds Woman a competitor in a Man's world. ind both of
these frustrate her nature, for male-centoredness denies the undeniable fact
that men still look to women for inspiration =nd comfort, and indiscriminate
equalization of men end women can never erase physical and psychological dif-
forences which mark women as inferior, when judged by prevalent male
standards. .

The suffragettes who insisted that Woman has capacities equal to those
- those of Man ovorlooked the facts of History —- that there has never been a
female da Vinei, Napoleon or Chopin. Woman definitely lacks the creative
factor of Man's mind; it is useless to insist that she possesses it when
womankind (the sex-which is known for getting what it wants) camot boast
of creative genius in its ranks. Only ouc woman stands with all the Doctors
of tho Church, for example, and wamen with authority, such #s Osthaerine of
Russia and Uatherine d=s Mediei can hardly be szid t+ have displaved any.
creative: genius in their menagemdnt of thinzs. In soekimg exsmples >f graat
women of the scientific era, one finds only the name of Madame Curie at hand.



The suffragesttes overlooked, too, the type of influence which
causes History to remember Cleopatra, St. Elizabeth, Madame Pompadour
and Lady Churchiil. They ignored the marvelous implications of the
truism that "Behind every great man there is a great woman", be it a
mother, sister, wife or daughter. They denied the subtlety and spiri-
tuality, the inspiration cssential to Woman's r8le -- things which cannot
be measured in terms of work and action —- in favor of cut-and-dried
legal and physical equality.

It is true that Woman was made for Man, that God was incarnate
as a man. But it was the humble "Fiat" of o woman —— not passivencss,
but 'sctive submisgion'~ which lsd to the Redemption of Mankind. It was
a Mother which Christ left to St. Joha the symbol of Mankind; it is still
Woman who s=ts the tone of Socizty, bsaring its membsrs, nourishing their
souls, minds and bodies -- gnd if she does not, so much the worss for
Society.

A new sort of feminiem is appearing today —- women in America are
asking their menfolk to take back the superiority which they lost to the
generation of suffragettes; women in England arc meeting to study the
distinctive marks of womanhood, of femininity; women in France -- well,
it must be admitt d that they have always enjoyed being women. Behind
the Iron Curtain thers is an incredible tragedy bsing played: women are
completely defeminized by amoral Communism which overrides sven differences
of sex; as their hands and backs are toughened by laboring beside men, so

their souls ars smh A7 ey ; :ﬁm that tragedy
is only one aspect o Sy b Ay g:zflttgéaﬁ;ja. _ system. The
recent upsurge of religion in Russia shows that women thore are struggling
to resolve the situation, but its happy outcome depends on means other than
those which should be employsd in the West.

The strained relations within Society in the free world cean be
corrected -- by simple recognition of facts 28 well as by Education. The
differences and attributes of manhood and womanhood must be understood. Man's
strength lies in 'doing'; Woman's, in 'being'. He is more logical, she is
mora reasonable. OShe is sensually more perceptive than he and reaches her
decisions by morc rapid co-ordination of facts and by intuition; he reaches
the same decisions by carcful weighing of details and by logic. Man is
literal -- he says just what ho ménns; Womsn says what she wants to say —-
and doesn't disclose her reasons. Women DO talk more than men, undeniably,
but if God had not made it matural for Woman to keep up a flow of words, to
repeat herself effortlessly, children would take rather longer to learn to
speak: an example of masculine monosyllables and grunts would hardly
provide sufficient instruction !

But a simple rccognition of age-old facts doss not mean that we
must return to standards of "good o0ld days". The axisting situation of
Woman is not all bad; it lacks balance. It is through Eduecation that the
present lack of balance can be regolved (platitudes remain nonstheless trus).
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Mothers must be mothers, and tsach their daughters to be
feminine; schools must educate girls to be women —— prescnt systems
have merely admitted women to Education adjusted to male standards;
women must be proud of their Nature and awarc of its implications —-
its responsibilities and its dignity. Integrity wins respect and pri-
vilégeg of itself. The suffragsttes went about things in quite the
wrong way, for they forgot that Women's r8le is intended to be comple~
mentary to that of Man. 4s always in the family so now in society, in
business, in almost every fisld of human endeavor, the successful women
are those who work as women.

There is no question of going back to the Aays when Woman's
world implicd Church, Children and Cooking, and no more. Progress has
invaded her home; ' the world comss to her through radio, television,
newspapers. To fulfil sny voeation in modern times, Woman must know the
world in general; and note that an 'ovdinary' housewife' is still a
complex of cook, doctor, economist, jurist, teacher, washerwoman, enter-
tainer and now, 'glamor girl®. But women cammot sacrifice their homes or
their Nature in favor of the 'new world'. The men who make the modern
world still need to return to homes where Time and mechanization are for-
gotten, to homes where what metters is 'being' and where human Nature is
as free as it ever was to '"grow in Wisdom and in Grace'.

The true greatness of Woman lies in her Nature's essence of mother-
hood -- in her capacity for giving, inspiring, nourishing, helping. It is
interesting to nofe that novelists psually,present foman as a bad influence,
Whils poets sing @ia@m@d Hﬁéﬁ@rﬁmﬁf@’ what often
is and what, ideally, should be. It is only by a racognition of the sub-
limity of her r6le of motherhood ——- both spiritual and physical -- that
Womsn can be what she should be.

The perfect example of this r8le has been befors us for almost
two thousand years: Cur Lady combines in her motherhood of Christ and of
all men the humility end independence, the passivity and initiative, the
obedience and leadership which make up the complex being which every woman
isj — "The Handmaid of the Lord", to whom Mankind turns for instruction.



APPENDIX

Delegates registered at the 1959 Pax Romana Women Students' Meeting:

Rev. Sister Bozena, CSFN Rev. Sister M. Dolores, OSU, FhaD.

52 Lordon Road
infield, Middlesex
ENGLAND

Miss (nneke van Rhijn
Xoninginneweg 29
hilversuw

HOLLAND

Miss Titis van Ri jckevorsel
Javastraat 96

i jmegen

HOLL.ND

Miss Mechtilde Kiimhof
Dorotheenstrasse 15
GEEMANY

Miss Ingrid Taubsr
Convent of the Holy Child
11 Cavendish Square
London W, 1 . .. ...
ENGL.ND '

Misgs Evva Jamicki

Ursuline Convent
Brentwood, Essex
ENGLAND

Miss .drienns Cremer
Hooglandse Kerkgracht 29
Leiden

HOLLAND

Migs Danielles Savarit
11 rue des Feuillantines

Parig Ve,

. FRANCE .

Dr. Hildegard Starp
Hedwigstrasse 11
Miinster

GERMANY

Migsl Rog6rio \Carry
Convent of thes Holy Child

11 Cavendish Sguare

London W. 1
ENGLAND

Pax Romana General Secretariat .......

14 rue St. Michel
Fribourg
SWITZERL.AND



compte AFRIQUE

DEPENSES

A.~ SEMINATRE AFRICAIN:

s
2.
3.
4.

Propagande, affiches, documentation
Voyages & Ghana
5¢é jours

Visas, vacecins

B.- Btudiants africains en Europe:

1,
2.

M. Edward ULZEN, de CGhana
M. Cleto RIAL, du Soudan (partiel)

C. AFRICAN NEWSLETTER:

. Achgat d'une machine & écrire

Impression

Frais diveors: téldgramses .o

HESERVE:

. Publication du rapport Séminsire Africain

Participation d'Africains sux réunions 1958

. Voyages, séjour, M. Cleto RIAL (solde)

Secrétaire Africain su secrétariat (partiel)

2.=
F.s. 2.260.90
F.8. 31.708.60
BF.s. 4.271.85
F.s. 202.40
.8, 420.95
Fr.s. 120.-
. s. 250~
Fr.s. 286.~
.8, B i
F.8. 5.000.-
ft.8. 2.000.-
F.8. 4.000.-
F.8. 4.699.98
res. 55.318.38




