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THE UNIVERSITY WOMAN IN TBE MODERN WORLI)

Some thoughts on the women's mee‘cing belng organized by Pax Romana. in the Netherlands
from April 9 - 16, 1956

Bridaine 0'Meara,

Genernl Secretariat of Pax Romana.

Why this meecing? (supposing that people have thought sbout it at all)

I would say it has becn called because scme members of Pax Romena feel that the
University woman today
A. ias not always fully what she should he
B. is in a position to influence society more directly and
thoroughly than ever before in the history of Westem
Europe (of mankind?), and therefore has a special contri-
bution to make to society.

I teke A. and B. in tum.

4. Is the University women (student and graduate) living up to expectations? What
in faet are these expectgtions? Are they justified? Can we as students and young
women gradustes do snything to ensure that we and our women colleagues live up
to the hope placed in us? -

What should we expect from the University woman? ZLet us first decide where
she is going ultimately (ang in this, she will be like every other women). Woman,
like Man, was created to know and love God here on sarth and after to see and
enjoy Him in Hesven (Catechism answer). God created her to do this knowing and
loving by developing in her the feminine qualities of her sex, by being more truly
a2 woman, by complementing the qualities proper to the masculine sex. &She can

do this crr Tlementir mas ul:mg qualitie_s ost naturally in marriage which is
every woman's natuhm @Fn@al';@m do not marry -

because they dedicate thamaelve to God, because they are never asked, because of
family circumstances, historical events, war etc.). But whether she be married

or single, rich or poor or what you will, we want to find out if University education
turns out full women whose cultivation of the mind does not in eny way harm their
lovablensss as women.

Here a digression to clear up two points before we go further.
(1) Both sexes ars obviously a mixture of male and female elements.

But we cunx~" deny that ws expect from men certain qualities which we do not expect
from women end vice versa. What qualities do we look for in women? (please add to

the list): warmth, love, generosity, compassion, joy, kindness, sservice, forgetful-
ness, merby, dignified courage---note that these are all qualities typically associated
with woman's role as wife or mother, or as one who serves the community apecially in
social services, teaching etc.

(ii) Woman was never intended to be man's equal nor vice versa. Here we
can examine our consciances and ask whether we have not been infected by the "as
good as men", "same as men" cry. We might profitably re-read St. Paul's Epistle to
the Romans 12, 6-16, Second Sunday after the Epiphany: "The spiritual gifts we
have differ according to the special grace which has been assigned to each...each
nust perform his own task well." Surely the same applies to the basic gift of our
different natures. (1) '

(1) These twd points should be so obvious as to need no stressing in a meeting,
specially of Catholic women students.
(2) If these thoughts have any validity at all, they apply only to Burope.
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We now go back ‘o University education. It will help us to be practical if
we ask a few questions. Is there dissatisfaction? Supposing *iere is dissatis-
faction, from what guarters does it come

a) from ourselves, the women students and graduates
b) from the men with whom we work and study
¢) from any other sources e.g. society?

a) from ourselves. I feel that "ourselves" fall into three categories; girls who go
to the University to have & nice time before getting married; girls (end I think
they are the majority) who want to make the most of University life, to study

well, play well, get a fairly good degres, perhaps practise a profession for a

few years and marry; girls, who are intellectuals, for whom their studies mean
everything, and who will dedicste themselves to professio_nal work (as their
vocation) - in this last eategory marriage dsfinitely takes a second place,if any
place at all.

To whichever group we belong, we have a duty to make the most of
our years in the University including the butterflies. What problems do we meet
in our studies? Here each person will have to fill in - I only give a few sugges-
tions. Perhaps problems of pre-University crientation? Did you get help in
choosing your Faculty? A4re you happy with your choice? Can you do anything to
see that in your school,girls are orientated? (This brings the problem of - are
there studies which seem to suit women more than others? why?) Are these courses
which you think can be orientsted & fferently? Could you do anything about this
through your students' council, .cr your women representatives on this council?
Are there courses which, in your opinion, should bs offered and are not? Courses
which would appezl to the women students? e.g. in the Law Faculty? In the Social
Science and Social Welfare departments? Presumably, if you are taking courses in
the social sciences s ExEt) c@lﬂ:] 'c@ ﬁ@ Qf@liversity arrange
the sort of experience you want? Have you any choice in the maetter? If you are
a science student and slso have to have practical experience, is any account taken
of your wishes? Do you get help in finding temporary work in the holidays? or
are you thrown in to do the same as the boys? Write down one or two thorny points
which bother the girls in your faculty and wee what can be done wbout them. Let
us not forget that because University courses have been designed for men, we are
not obliged to sit back and accept exaetly the ssme for ourselves. (Unless of
course, you believe thet being equal to men, mesns being the same as men),

Our dissatisfaction may spring from the problems we face after
gradustion. If we have met with prejudice especially in the sciences (medecine,
scientific,research ete.) did we overcoms thut prejudice and how? Do you think
ths University can help bresk down thsse pr:zjudices? If you are married, or about
to get marrisd, have you the wrong ideas (although it may be buried deep insi&e)
that your university training will be wasted? If you have fres time, are you
uging it well? Is there voluntary work you could do in your parish? etc. ete.
(These questions overlap with B - woman's influence in society mentioned on page
1 and to be dealt with later).

b) dissstisfaction from the men with whom we study or work (not an academic
dissatisfaction). We get furious with remarks like "Don't ask me to comsider
University women, women; nice companions and all that, but they are so determined
to be our equal {meaning doing what we do) that you can't expect me to treat them
any differently from my men friends." We get furious hecause our pride is hurt;
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we may even cverlook the grain of truth in this unpleasant comment. The reascn
is that we are being put in masculine situations (how leng has your University
existed? since when has it admitted women students? 4lsc the men don't like
being outstri'pped by wemen). An English wemsn-writer has expressed what is
heppening rether well: "Wcmen are carrying heavy burdens hitherto unattempted
and \1)drawing on gualities only recently made thzir own. They call up their
resources, they call up every last man within them and he comes. It is seldom
that she makes a pact with him: -rarely is there a marriage between them giving
equal henour. Her call to him is dictated by need and by panic. She shouts
down the castle wells that the castle is undefended, and up comes every warrior
and handy man about the place. Then masculinity takes cver, and it could not
be ctherwise."

Masculinity is cne problem. There is another. I want first to quote
from Margaret Mead and then change the text somewhat to suit the Buropean context:
"We have the striking paradox of women whe are educated like men and who can do
most of the things men do but who still are taught to prefer marriage tc any other
way of life." I now change my sentence to read: '"We have the striking paradox
of women who are educated like men and who can do mest ¢f the things men doj;
yet the men look towards the women primarily as wives and wothers, and any woman
who does not seem capable of fitting into this pattern, is considered cnly half
a woman." (Men expect these qualities from married and wn-married women alike) .

I think we must have the honesty to ask ourselves whether the men have the right
to ask for these qualities from the wcmen first? Dc we agree with them? If we

do, why? If we don't, why not? Alsc, do cer‘tam University women consider running
a home and the educa‘l:ion of children as inferior to having 2 career?

Let me q %f@ g@x nm w women students
and graduates, thaiﬁm @ t gl CEE tmn for women,

that I am glad I went to the University, that, if I have d,a.ughters on,.ds.y, I shall
encourage them to go the University previded they have the necessary brains. I am
merely asking how we girls are resolving the cenfliet between curselves who are
trained for carcers, and the men for whom our training is of secondary importance-(z)

Passing now to c) digsatisfaction from other sources, I shall deal with this under
section B of these notes - the influence which University women should exsrcise
on scciety.

B. What is women's role, snd especially the University woman's role in society?
Here I am attempling to define the undefineable. Woman preserves and improves.
Through the home, she will preserve what is best in a country's heritage (culture,
way of life). She will improve society by pouring into it, the influence of her
feminine qualitiss. It is a platitude that woman today influences svery sphere of
life. She may influence it directly by her work, becazuse she is working in fields
which were clused to her until recently; she may influence it indirectly by the

of o

(1) Ann Lindbsrgh in "Gifts from the Sea" gives a good description of the
metrc-like tampe of an dmerican women's life today; same holds to a lesser
degree in Europs.

(2) This last sentence refers to categories 1 and 2 to which I refer on pags 2,
and especially to category 2 to which most University girls belong.
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way she votes, and politicians have a knack of courting the women voters; by
the way she brings up her children or other people's children ($hink of her
responsibility as a teacher), by her sccial werk. paid or voluntary (without thet .
women, what would happen to the social work?) Women are everywhere today. 4re
they doing their jobs well? Are they doing the right kind of job? It is a gocd
thing that women are playing their part in society. What can we do to make it _a
better thing? | .

I feel that this section B. is cf the greatest importance. In
Africa, 4sia, Scuth 4merica, women are being called to learn new jobs, new skills
which we began toc acquire 80 - 100 years ago. In Europe, we have, as it were,
learned the know-how. We are now facing the more difficult task of spreading the
right kind of influence in these new situations. .ilso, I think University women
could be imbued with a greater sense of their responsibilities towards socisty.
We can try to impart these respcnsibilities. But the bsst way is "seeing is
believing" - that is, if some University women do a gcod job, others will follow
like a snow-ball. I feel we would need a symposium of five or six University
wemen in every walk of life to widen cur horizona and inspire us.

C. What to do? Presumably we will find that all is not perfect with a) curselves
b) our federations c) the university.

a) ourselves - we have the remedy in cur own hands, a perscnal challenge involving -
herd work, the grace of God, prayer

b) the federations - here I leave my bettsrs to fill ian! The Portugucse girls
have wide experience mﬁ mmmt movements;

the girls may want tm&m i 23; the boys too,

that is natural. On the other hand, since the boys have to live with the girls

end vice versa, problems should be worked out in common where possible. What we
want to avoid is the atmosphere which says (in so far as an atmosphere is articulate):
"Uh, the girls are at it agsin." . .

The federstions could try to counteract some of the unfortunate characteristies

of University women and make them fully integrated people. I suspect this happenns
in most federstions though more needs to be done comscicusly; the girls may not
even realize the need for thought on the subject, and will be mcre interssted in
severely practical approach. 4Also I think the federations could help by directing

the girls' attention to the jobs waiting for them to dc¢, e.g. bring home the
notion cf service to the community.

¢) the university: mostly covered under a) pzge 2.




