"LAY AFOSTOLATE® AND “CATHOLIC ACTION™

E Rt L B e P F T T Y T T mETEE s

Tow oft'n we have been asked 3 "Why do you orgsnise con resses for 'Lay
Apostolate!? - "Do you mean the same as 'Catliolic Action'™? - “Is it because some
countries are not developed emough for real Catholie Action?" ... Sometimes our
puzzled interlocutors are used only to the term "Catholie ’ction" ( the Iresident
of Catiolie ‘ctien of the Fhilirpines felt the need to write = bo-klet on the occasion
of the recent ms ting in ¥anila in order to present the term "Lay Apostolate™ to his
fellow—countrymen); =t other times, they hav: not had contact at &ll with "Catholie
4ction" in the stricter sense, and are curious to know if what we present is "it"!

Our puryose in these few lines is obviously not to go into the complex theo-
\logioal problems underlying such an apparently simple espression as the "Lay Aposto-
late" nor into thosc connected with "Catholie ’etion". Th re is "work in rrogress"

“in theological circles which we hopre will clarify many issues even before the Second

World Congress. It may be useful, however, to recall here & prineiple and to state
a few relevant facts.

Catholie Action s "the official lay =pestolate"

For the prineiple, we cannot do better than refer to the Toly Father's Addreoss
to the Tirst ¥orld Congress for the Lay Apostolate, where it is erystal clear that,
f ev'ry Catholiec has the obligatién to be an “apostle™, not every Cethelie has the
gy to belong to an orgeniged form of lay apositolate, much less to an organisation '
atholic Aetion, the %offisial lay apostolat-", (1)

Speaking at the lsian Meeting in anila, Tis Fminence Cardinal Gr:ciss clearly
foted the same prihofp oot 10§ ) B widely| fELIf6D) the Firet Asisn Lay
Apostolate Meeting, snd its scope is therefore wider than that of Catholic fction
propers It is fundamental to remember thet overyone is called to the Lay Apo tolate
by the very faet that he is & Christiean, and through the Sacrsments of Baptism znd
Confirmation. Cathole ‘ction, therefore, does not create the Lay Apostolate; it
simply uses it. Catholic Action demands no new powers, no share in the government

by the Authority of the Church. Tt is the Catholic laity with definite dutiecs,assigned
by the Hierarchy." (2)

'n the course of the same leeting, Vsgr.Favan gave as it were the touchstone
of "Cetholic Action"™ t "two elements which may be considered es-entialj if ither one
is lacking, we cannot say that we have Cetholic Action. They are : 1) the mandate of
the Hiererchy; 2) action which is essentially ®ecclesial® ( from “cclesia = Church
action in the field of dogma, morasls, liturgy, educstion, charitable works )." (3)

L wealth of initiative, and ¢ confusion of ideas

%henm Pius XT issued his “ecall to Catholie Action"™ in 1922, there was litlle, in
most countr es, in the wa; of orgsnized apostolate of the laity. ~There were Confrater-
nities and ypicus socities; there were charitable "wor«s" znd eztechetical activity,
but there was not wide resligation of the scope end possibilitics of a real lay
"apostolate™.

( 1) See zslso the Bo-klets Tius XIT Speaks on the Lay Apostolate, published by the

Fermanent Committes.
(2) lets - First Asian "ecting for the Apostolate £ the Laity, p.ss.
(3) Ivid., p.91.

1



<& = B

‘n the years that followed, in res;onse to th¢ call of the Sovereign Tontiffs,
the ides of 2 "collaborstion of the laity in the apostolat of the Tierarchy™ pene-
trated to the most r mote corners of the globej :nd gradually, the "idea" fourd con-
orate rezligation - often, it wust be admitied, in forms which depended on chance
contecte and hephazard rogding rether than on original study of & conerete local situ-—
ation in relation to the Apostolate,

| It was only natural that Italian Cathélie Action, directly mandated by the Holy
See, sheuld be taken &s & model in many instances; its “general® or "unitary" ( = non-
specialiged ) forwm would then be apilied ~ with branches crcated for wen, women,young
men and young women - often, but not always, with great profit. lore often - at
least in Thglish-sjpeaking countries, where Fr-onch is uwore widely understocd than
Ttasléan - the "call t Cstholic Action" was lLeard aluost siumultaneously with the dis-
covery of Trench or Belgian "specialized” forms s “authentic Cetholic Action” and the
"JOC" beceme practically synonywous - once again, not without great prefit, but at

i times perhaps to ithe exclusion of other necessary develo uenis.

Teday = to guote agein Msgr.Paven :",.. there are not two single nations in which
Catholic Action has = sctly the same form of organigation ...Tn some countries, Goneral
I Catholic. ‘ction is predominant, in others Specialiged Catholic fAction. This is due
’ to the fact that at times the tendency is to give priority to what is common to all
Catholics : questions of faith and morals, liturgy, the s irit of the Cespels, the
fundawental rights of the person, the fazily, the Churchj the orszanizations chosen will
thus be for General Cetholic Zctions At other times there will be a tendenc; to stress
the importence of the profession or the miliew, and this will lead to the setiing up
ofsssocictions for Srecislis-dlet ic. Agtion, ¥e can sey, however, thzt in all
nations where th.uFumda@aQﬁul 16 fGyewent, both these motives
are operative : the need to expresc and/create a greater awarencss of what is common
o &8ll Catholies, and the need to edapt the Apostolate to jerticular circusstances and
ghquirementss In Ttaly, for instence, Ceneral Cstholie fction predouinates; but
AYhin the C.f.youth organisetions — whether masculine or fimimine — tlere are specla-
a0 ol seetions far°¥o *2ng youth, rural youth, student youth.“(4)( There exist zlse
sfecisligad hrenches/For’university ctudents and intellectuals, snd yrofeesional
prganigations which are “rmanations" of Ci;4;). In the zame way, if Frsunce hae become
mainly identified with Specialised Col. ( Joc, JiC, JIC, JAC, JNC <% . for the youthy
and mow, ACT, ACOj WEP for sdults ), khupsxix not only is there [rovision for contact
and colleborstion between these various orgenizations, but there axc also iwo nation-
wide fedrretione of G neral Cetholie ‘ction ( for men 2nd women respoctively ) based
 essentially on the Farish,

In sddition to Cstholic Aetion proper, however - and lsrgely thurough the influence
of the Colomovements - the ides of the "lay spostolste®™ has te-en shape over the past
decades in & host of weys which do net mxemxxaxiiy cowe under Catholic Action in the
formel sense. Some of these forms are too specifically concerned with “social action"
%o be ever "usndated as C.A." under the direet responsibility of the Wierarchy. others
sre Porus of religious, cheriteble or educationalusggi!%%g ggich may heve existed
before Cztholic lction &s such, nut which heve since yxswm or developed in & truly
"gpostolie" sense, witlout necessarily soliciting, or obteining, = "mendate"” of C.A,

(4), Actsy - First Asian lieeting for the Apostolate of the Laity, p.71.
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For historical or loocel reasons, organizations ( Sodalities of Our Lady, Legion of
Hery, Scouts, St.Vincent de Faul Societ,, etc.) which may bs "Catholic Action™ in
one country or diogggga gii}ge regarded clsewhere as “auxiliary forms of lay aposto-
late", without any :':tp flerence in thoir activity or their efficaey. And, where
such organigations ar: recognized as Catholic 'ction, it is generally within a third
type of Catholic /ction & neither "G nersl™ nor "Specialized”, but "Federative.

The elesrest example is Catholic Action of the Fhilippines ®hieh groups, at the
disposal of the Fierarchy, 12 mandated Organigations, ineluding almost all forms of
lay apostolszte slready wentioned ( Young Christién Workers, Legion of Nary, Sodali-
ties of Our Lady, Catholic Women's League ... ).
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Terhaps it way be clearer now how & certain confusion hes at times arisen in
idess concerning “Cztholiec Lction" and "Lay Apostoluzie", = confusion which suthori-
tative statements such &s those guoted above will help to dissipste. It should be
clearer; too, what is the role -~ and the necessity - of "lay apostolate congresses"
wiiihe can bring together, on the world or regional level, all those lay people who
are working witkim for ths one Apostolate of the Church, cnabling them to study
together — across ths frontiers of orgenisation and of theoretical definitions - the
concrete situations with which they are faced znd the mezns at their dieposal, TForms
of orgaenization ere certainly not interchBangeeble in the apostelate - they will be
effeetive or ineffective according as they are sdapted to the nceds - but they
remein slways instryumnental 3 at the service of the Chureh and of Yer Hission in the
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