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GENERAL SECRETARIAT
FRIBOURG (Switzerland) 29th Januery, 1957.

14, Rue St. Miche!
Special circular. January 1957.

To the federations affiliated to Pax Romana ICWICA,
To the federations affiliated to Pax Romana ILCS.

Dear Friends,

In the past year we have sent you several eircular letters and
commmications on the situation in Hungary. Today the General Secreteries
of both Movements would like to draw your atiention te another matie - namely
the celebration of PAX ROMANA DAYS.

The Feast of St. Thomas Aguinas

In the southern hemisphere, early lMarch is the end of suner and tne
beginning of a new academic year with all its concomitant spirit and good
resolutions; in the northern regions, it is a first taste of Spring with
its burgeoning of new life and re-animation of things long buried, In the
tropies, there is only one aeason; but for the universal Church, liarch T is
the feast of St. Thomas Aguinas, patron of Pax Romana.

For all our federations, this feast which we celebrate throughout the

world as PAX Hﬂmﬁljﬂ ks an~opooptunidy to t&keﬁoc’* of our getivities and
renew our dedicatil n mbdar .'@7 o Ul ur.a@den‘b and graduate

federations have participated in this celebration for many years, and we
would like to draw your atltention once more to the wealth of soiritual and
material blessings which we can gain from it. '

Patron of the Life of the Wind

"His was the vocation of the intellectual apostolate, one calling for
qualities which Thomas possessed, or was to acquire, in a susreme degroe;
pure lmowledge of truths to be expounded and defended, acquaintance with
the problems of his time and the errors to be refuted, a capacity for
discerning the vein of truth which gives to error its vitalily, e readiness
t0 adapt oneself to new ideas and new methods of inguiry withoul coapreaising
established principles or established certainties," (Pr. V., Zyan, 07, in
Pl ROGANA JOURWAL, No. 1, 1953, Bnglish edition).

Isn't this also our vocation as university students and graductes?
His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, told Pax Romana assembled in its Voxrld Congress
of 1950: "The pressing human problems with which the present generation
is faced are an ap-eal to all sincere and upright minds to join in a common
effort of mutual understanding. Studenls of different countiies, Javholic
intellectuals of all professions, increase among yourselves and with those
around you these fruitful interchanges of ideas and these contocets which
eontribute to the cause of peace. Catholies who win regpect as experts in
their work and for their uprightness of character render real service to
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by Al "\"f-".'“ 2
the Church by action and testimony of' this &ind.

"But you will complete this service even wore thorou;hly in your profes-
s:.orm,l domgin if, in the wor&mg ou'b of a Christian view=! 101:_‘,, *,rou Dprovide

"At the present day, Catholic theologians must de adble o rely on those
of Our sons who, as scholars or technicians, philosozhers or uen of s,
historians, sociologists or doctors, con provide for uaeir v _eologicel studies
tae date of competent anc relia,bla tecinical lmowledse, A5 CoiUldl W THE
CHURCH Al IN YOUR CAPACITI OF INTILLECTUALS, HEL2 IS T‘;’_ L LSOIQT TOFSCTALLY
ZNTRUSTED TO IOU."

The Heart of Pax Romana Day

We knowr, therefore, that the meaning of the Feast of St., Thomas fgquinas
fox Pax II'f.oma.'na is twofold: a re-dedication and deecpening of ile use of our
intellect in the service of the Church, and a consciousness of our membership
in an international orgenisation with a farflung menbershit,

As 8t, Thomas synthesised Christian philopophy of his %tize with the pre-
Christian thought of the ancient Greelr philosophers, so one of our teslks as
intellectuals is to show that the Church lives within a culture, out ao parti-
cular culture; she transcends all cultures, but imparts to ezch her snecial
gi_'f '{}So ' : [

But how can we bring home +these rather intangible goals? Ilany programmes
have been used in the pa.st which zay be of mtereut to your feue‘m tion ami
your local groups.

Tha/PgaerénE %%@QW%&EQW&Q dzeided to ask

all our federmtions to colebrate Pax Romana Day' 1957 in the light of the ¢
exzansion and task of Pax Romana in Africs, alvays vememberin; that your own
adeptation and originality will meke Pax Romane Day more efZicacious Zor
your members .

Suggested Progradcies

1. iass on iarch 7, Feast of St. Thowas Aquinas, or a conveanient
and close date, for all the members of Pax Romana. If Lass is icoossible,
werhaps a Holy Hour or special evening service in honour of our Jalion.

2, A Pilgrimage to a favourite local shrine can be the coiziencement
of a special programme, both spiritual and intellectual. The seruon given ab
any religious service is of special importance to your celebration, and it
can well deal with the primary intention of your Pax lomans Dey eetings.

3s Collection of Funds, if possible, can be your M, on a
material level; your mutual aid towards a member of Pax Romann, esdecially
the African ;ederatlons who will be organising their first All-/lrican Seminar
this year. To better explain your participation, a brochure — T0U AND THE
AFRICAL SEUINAR ~ and a poster are enclosed with this letier, Illore copies
mey pe obtained from the General Secretariat. Nor at this ‘tine, shouid we
forget the numbers of Hungarian refugee students crowding into Zuropean and
American .miversities to complete their studies, They heve left their country
with nothing, and need assurance of a full scholarship for tae wniversity
career., raX domana has 4 special projects of its own in tiis field, which
can be described to you on request.




4. Conference on Africa, Asim, or some country vhere a Fax
Romana afriliate is beset with problems — minority Catholic pozulation, an
unsympavhetic government, newly independent status, depencent stiius, tendendi@
Yo materialism, etc. Foreign students or lecturers can speak for your group|g
or meke up a round-table discussion,  If time permits, “the conference can be
followed Ly a

5. Study Jeek o- Study Circle which can be a ;rolonged and deep
consideravion of one area or country. Liaterials and display posters, booilets,
etc. ean be mecured from Legations of the countries you wish to study. Such an
intense course means a grest decl of preparatior, dut is mest revarding in your
new ewareness of what olhwer :embers of Pax Romana are facing. TYour »rayers,
intellectual apireciation, and even letiors can be sent to fellow -embers in the
ares vhich you study,

6. Ioreign Student Reception is another aspect of our mutuzal
responsibility to each other. If you can invite foreign studenits of all
rsligions (this ey be their only opportunity of ever meeting a Catholicl) to
be your guests, and you approach them in sincere friendship, you will not only
be helping them to make new friends within your community, but can learn imuch of
their way of life and the problems which their countries are facing,

T- Similarly, concerts, native dinners, dances, etc. can be a
bridce between two groups with diverse backgrounds.

8. Press coverage in your Catholic or secular newspapers can
explain your Federation's thinking on burning issues before your couniry. This
presup.oses that your group, or czriain members of it, have studiad the dasic
questions involved. Or, you can begin this study (Civic fesovonsivility, Social

hetion, Communist W% olwv@oﬁlgﬁur@i@ rolicy, for
exanple) with a Conference an uay Circle inaugurated on Fax Zouana Day.

Description of your Calsbration., We would appreciate hesring from you as to
which means you have choser to celebrate Pax Romene Day. Hext vezr, we hope
to expand this short memoraridum into a booklet whick you can seni 1o your
eonstitusnt groups.

Collaboration. ICWICA -- TuCH.

PFinally we would like to point out that the celebration of TFax Zomens Days
is a unique occesion for improving collaboration between the difievent federations
of the ICUICA and the IiC3. Ve therefore hope that in every country the
Zxecutives will get together and see in what way ther can cooperate o male
Yax Romana Day an occasicn for underlining the unity of the Catiioliec University
rilieu,

Jith our best wishes for the success of our Pax Romana Day celebrations,
Yours sincerely,

oA R by 8n

Thom Kerstiéns, Ramon Sugranves de Franch,
General Secretary, Pax RKomana, General Secretory, Fax
iR Romana, ICi IC:i,



