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I.

PAX ROMANA ASTAN SEMINAR

OUTLINE PROGRAMME OF STUDY

The present condition of Asia

a. How has the concéept of nationhood changed in the years since
the war?

What barriers have been overcome - e.ges communalism, section-
alism? . "

b. What have been the specific results of this changing concept on-

Political life and attitudes?

Beonomic development?

Social changes?

Attitude towards own national history?

Religious life......Traditionally dominant religion?
«:-e0:0ther traditional religions?
esseoeChristianity?

II. What reperdube@onciliave thieldel conditions hiad on Asian univer-

. XIT5

IV.

sities?
a. Introductory talk: The Mission of the University.

b. Is this concept of the university valid for Asia?
Has it ever been the idea underlying Asian universities?
*Is it the idea which underlies Asian universities now?
If not, what is the present context of the university on
gsociety, sssscse B8 & university?
sesssse 88 & powerhousc of idcas?
esoesss at the human lovel? ’

What oims should Cotholic university people heve in working to
ohange the nature of the university in Asizc, and its placc in
sociaty?

How do the Asian fodorations work?

o. How arc the fcdorations orgeniscd at tho locol and notional
levels?

b. What is the naturcof tho formation given by fedcroations to
thoir members? How is this formation given? On the notional
and local lovel.
vssssssroligious formation - intcllectual, liturgical.
voosessscthioal formation.
eesssse800i2l formation.

.......profcgsional formation (nccd for graducte groups ).
ees-ses.npostolic formation. /
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¢. What is the apostolic work of the federations? How is it or-
ganised at the local and national level?

d. What relationships exist between the federation and its local
groups and other Catholic organisms - e.ge. Legion of Mary,
St. Vincent de Paul Booiety, Young Christian Students, Young
Christien Workers, Sodalities etec.? What is thce placc that
such socictiés have in the university apostolate?

e+ What arc the rclations of the foderation and its local groups
with non~confessional university milicux - e.g. loccl &nd
national noutral student uniong, World University Scrvicce?

f. Do the federations or local groups have rclations with othor
organigations - csg. World Asscmbly of Youth, Student Christian
Movoment, World Fedoration of Democratic Youth?

V. Do the prescnt aims, oonditioga and organigest ion of the Asian

vi.

VII.

fedorations correcspond to and satisfy the neods of the univorsity
and the rcquirements of the apostolate? - '

Arc there any ohangcs_naedpd?'lf so, whet? (Discussion along the
lincs of Point IV above)

Proscntation of |Eay Romana)as pg imscron tionkl)wovement.

a. Its general organisation and work; the Sub-Secretarists, etc.

b. Its role in the international world.

Future work of the Asian federations at ‘the international level.

a. Work which the Asian federations can do in common. Whet tasks
are there to bc- carried out, and who ahall fulfil them?

b. Work which the Aslan fcderations can' do with the non-Asiean
federations. -

c. Which of thc existing services providbd by the General Sccrot-
ariat and the Sub-Secrctariats can the Asion Federations use?
What modifications arc needed? What ndditionnl gserviccs could
usefully be provided?
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PAX ROMANA ASTAN SEMINAR

METHODS OF TORK

From the preliminary doouments that have already been circulated,
from the disoussion in their own societies and federations, and
from the publications of Pax Romana, delegates to the Asian Seminar
will already have gathered something of the purpose underlying the
holding of the Seminar. This document is a short note on the work-
ing methods to be used at the Seminar, and is being sent to dele-
gates in order to help them complete their preparation.

Preparation of delegates.

Asian Catholic societies a nd federations were asked to complete a
questionnaire enguiring into the soecial, cultural and ‘spirisual
transformations taking place in Asian universities. Answers have
“been received from six countries, and it is hoped that the study
and completion of the questionnaire in these countries will itself
have helped delegates to prepare for the work of the geminar.

The answers “vo ‘Whi§lies tidnnai>e havie heer | mummarised by the General
Scoretariat, and you will find the résumés among the background
material that is . enclosed. Delegates are asked to read these
résumés with care, so that.they will have some idea of the trans-
farmations taking place in universitics in other parts of Asia by
the time they arrive in Madras, If this is donc, it will bec possi-
ble to avoid repetition at the Seminar itsclf, and declegeates will
be able to start work with a morc comprchensive view of tho situc-
tion throughout Asic. If thosc federations who have not already
sent their replies to the questionnaire do so before the Seminar,
the General Secretariat will be able to prepare résumés ofr use

at Madras.

Method of work at the Seminar.

The method of work has been designed to guit the fundamental aim

of the Seminar - the interpretation, by way of study and the mutual
exchange of experience and ideas, of all that is meant by the
intellectual apostolate in the specific context of the needs of

the Asian universities. In view of the fact that this interpretat-
jon must, if it is to be of value, ocome from the student delegates
themgselves, it was decided that the usual conference method of
lectures, questions and discussion would not be used - not because
it is in itself necessarily a bad method, but because it scems
inappropiate to the work of the Seminar. /
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It is suggested that the method most suited to the Seminar is for
delegates to split up into three groups, with, as far as possible,
every federation having at least one representative in each group.
The groups will follow the outline programme (document No 1) point
by peoint, and after eaoch major heading on the programme has beccn
discussed one person will be askod to prepare & synthesis of the
three group reports on the particular point, and the groups will
meet together to hear and disouss this synthosis.

The genceral principle of work will be that of the threc groups work-
ing scparately and coming togother to cstablish theoir conclusions

on cach point. It must be stresscd thot this method of working must
be kept as flexible as possible. . For instance, towerds the ond of
the programme, when the delegates are disoussing the work that the
Asian federations oan do in .common, it may be ncecessary for the
groups to work togethex.

The programme itself is not mcant as a rigid agenda, but merely as

a guide to tho groups indicating the sort.of problems that might

be discussed.. It is hoped that further problems will risc in the
discussions which will desgrve cloggr study. It is also impossible
at this stage to fix 'a dofinitive. timctablc for the differont points.
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PAX ROMANA ASTIAN SEMINAR

The IntelIéctugl Apostolate in Asia

by T.N. Siﬁuéifa; S«J. (of St. Joseph's College,
ol o Tiruchirapalli, India).

I amn not familiar with any other country of Asia than India. But

what is true of this country is largely true of the rest of the

continent as well., In spite of superficial differences, there is
a core of fundamental unity in Asia. '

What is thaﬂ;ntellectugl énpsjolate?

In a predominantly non-Christian oontinent like Asia the light of
Christ's tesohing and example has to be shown in as many aspects
and from &s many ongles as possible: what appecls to one class of
people or even to one individual may not appeal with the same con-
vinction to another. 'Go and teach all nations! means moi only oral
teaching but also real --- teaching, indeed, is alway done more by
what the tz2ocher,ig than by what he gays, cnd of Our Lord it is
said that He @il @hd kaueght, £izst did sad then temght, taught by
doing. To the poor amd uneducated the sight of o Little Sister of
the Poor spending her whole life in a foreign country toiling for
the abandoned o0ld of o nation completely difforent from her own,

or of a Leybrother living a lifetime in an orphanage of children

ag different as can be imagined from those of his own country, is

& strongcr proof of the divinity of the rcligion which inspircs them
then a volley of unansworable arguments. _

This apostolatc of charity --- cven corporal and material --- cor-
tainly appoals to the oducoted no loss than to the uncduocated. But
to it must also bo added, for compbtoncss and pormancnec, the in-
tolloctual apostolate. which by mcans of the writton and the spokan
work, oims at prosonting the truths of Christianity in o woy adapt-
od to tho montal background of a Non-Christiocn socicty. Its motive
-~ to makec Christ known —- distinguishes it from thecology or
agoctism; its mothod --- of appealing to tho mind morc primerily
than to thc hcart --- distinguishes it from works of moroy.

Special features in Asia

While the intellectual apostolate as such has both the motive and
the method I have described, the intellectual apostolate in Asia

ig subjeoct to conditions peculiar to this continent. For one thing,
the readers or hearers for whom it is intended are not homogeneous
either horizontelly or vertiocally -—- having the same degree of
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education” 6% belohging to the same religion or 1atiguége-grup or

.. even_ race, The difficulsy of adapting the doctrine and pracgtice -

of Christianity to a vast and heterogeneous audience is perhaps
greater here than in any other continent in the world.

Horizontally, thore are different religions cach with its owan back-
ground of mythological literaturc and tradition which has hardencd
through the centuries; cach religion heg given risc to & distinctive
art, social gtructurc, oven dict 2and dress. The intcllectual apostol-
ate among the members of onc religion cennot .be the same as thos
among thogse of another. The most important feature of a successful
‘adaptation is thHetrefore an understanding of not so much the conscious
as of the unconscious workings of their mind. The work of Frs. P.
Johanng and G. Dandoy, both of the Society of Jesus, in The Light

of the Bagt (now defunct) where they tricd to undérstend and inter-
pret Hindu philosophy 'in scholastic terminology and to intorpret
dcholasticiam to India ¢annot be too highly praised. It 'was the first
ettempt by Christian philosophers from the West to do for India whet
St. Thomas and St. Augustine did for thec Graeco-Arabian thought of

the Middlc Ages. 'To Christ through the Vedenta! 'socuretely roprosent-
od the apostolic approach to Christisnity by way of the philosophy
contained in the commcéntarics on the Upanishads by Sankara, Ramanuja,
and Vallabha, founders of the three chief schools fo Hindu philoso-

~ This 'work has' dnly beeh begun; it has to-be continued by dther sclo-
*'lars who know both Christian and Hindu- philosophy ‘in‘its origineal
documents "and not—id! Mrrdeialtl dnsl Hdxe o )l¢ss/lcoldred by ‘extrinsie
cohcepts. The rays of primitive-revelation scattered in' the many

" gystems of thought and belief in vogue to-day Have still ‘to be traced
back and purified of the adventitious elements that have gathered
around them in the course of over a thousand YOarsgifhey haove then

to be integrated with the éémplctc message of the -Gospel ns inter-
proted and lived by thé Church from day to day. Not only the Vedanta
but other philosophies and methods heve still to be studicd and pre-
sonted..., not to destroy But to fulfil. ‘The Hindu doctrine of
avatars, which is & groping ofter the Incarnationi the universel
‘Hindu belicf in robirth as an explenation’'of inequelitics-in this
‘1ife and of the punishment due to sin, which is rendcred ‘unnccessary
by the Christian revelatidn of a future life end of the truc vdue

of earthly prosperity in the light of heaven  end hell; the- Hindu
custom of praying for the dead with a vague ided  that they will bo
benefited by it, which I's !fulfilled' by the Christian cdogme of purga
tory and of vicarious suffering among the membors of Christ?'s mystic-
al bodys the Hindu ritual of washing, &nointing; burning, connectod
with 'samskaras', which arc really gropings efter’ thc sacraments
instituted by Christ to signify and produce by outward signs inward
grace === all these have to bo sympathetically explained to¢ the Hindu
who knows and practises his religion.

“Mo the Muslim the intellectusl apostolate must apposl though his
own religion. The unity of God,” the eternity” of hell, the brother-
hood and equality'qff&ll men --—— these arec the' good stepping—stoncs



to the fullness and height of the Christian revelation. DBut all

these truths are in a sense exaggerated, or rather overstressed, by
Islam; it is in Christianity that they are rightly focussed and complet-
ed by the mercy of God, the Trinity of the Godhead, and the fact that
Jesus is not a mere prophet but God incarnate.

The approach to the Buddhigt is more diffioult, becausc his religion
is mostly & codc of morality with an insistencc on the gocredness

of all 1life and the nced of compassion and ghimse (non-hurting) which
hos to be compeoted and 'fulfilled'! by the doctrine of crotion and
original sin, which in turn postulotcs & personal o4 and repentaonce
and pehance for sin.

The Sikh; thoe Zoroesgtrian, the follower of the various oults of .
Gontrel Asia have similarly to be approachod from their own anglcs,
using their own terminology (whcro oveon common words like soul, sin,
heeven, God, may have diffcrent meanings), starting from their own
mental background whieh has been inherited through & millennium and
is now possecsscd a2ll but uncongicously, if thc message of Christ is
to ponctrate at 2ll and bring forth fruit. To specak to a Hindu with-
out starting from rebirth, to speak to a Muglim without referring

to the Quranic doetrinc of sin, to spoak %o a .Buddhist without bcing
awarc of the Buddhist thoory of morality, is to forcdoom the intcllce-
tuel apostolate in Asia to failurc.

Vertigallx, thoro arc scveral dntellcoctmal ond gocial lovels omoeng
the inhabitahts!lo/&liclicdonbidbhiCl alid [CHaARLH#MONE thosco who may bo
callcd cducated therc is no uniformity in o pecople who sre far from
universel litersey. Thorc oan thercfore be no common lewvel of in-
tollcctucl approach cither by specesza oOT by writing; not only s bot-
ween town and country, bdut nlgo from one school or audicnece tc en-
othor and from one language or paper to another the meesege of selv-
ation has to bc adapted by experts who know not only the subject thoy
arc hendling, but even more the inteclloctual standord of those fcor
whom the mcssage is conveycd.

The present condition of tho intellectual npostolate in Asic

It cannot be said that the intellectual aspostolate exists in an or-
ganized and efficient form in Agia. The Catholic intelligentsia,
who alone can undertake this worlk in the abgence of sufficient mis-
sionaries from outside, are too few and scattered to meke their in-
fluenoce and their fist-hond knowledge of the intellectual mnke-up
and moral condition of their Non-Catholie countrymen rotlly us:ful
and: fruitful. The older generation of loymen hcg not beeon traincd
in the mothods of Catholic Action cven wheon they heppen o be highly’
gducoted, likc the mombors of the lcarned professions of tcaching,
iaw, medicing, and administrotion. ind, though this might sccm
gtrange to Europcans and Lmericans, though those cducated Catholics
live in & preponderatingly Non-Catholic socicty with the same customs,
lenguage, oontacts, intorcsts, they fecl little of the zcal which
Catholics in distant countrics show whon they proy end suffer and
save up their mengre pennics for the forcign missions. /

° L
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Fortunately there is an awakening among the Cathelic s$udents of Asisa
The Pax Romana movement hag at last taken root in our universities
end both the students'section and that of the graduates have realized
the need of an organized study and discussion of religioug and moral
questions with & view to the intellectual apostolate which by their
better cducetion hasg become their duty. The All-India Catholic
University Federation had a plenary session in Madres in Deocmber
1952 and a rogional conference at Ernekulam in April 1954 with enthu-
siastic attondances of 3000 end 1,000 regpectively. The movomont is
8till to be stabilizcd; but it hus certainly startcd and its growth
is only & matter of time. BRBut both studcnts and. graduates havoe not
yet found out the best means and methods of reaching thoir Non-€ath-
olie fellow-intellactualss whethor lecturecs from public platforms
would do beotter then articles in tho Pross, whother philosophy would
appeal botter than sociology --- are practing questions weiting for

a solution.

Difficultics and obstaclecs

In the enthusiasm of the new movement. cspecially among the Catholic
students of our universities we must not forget the obstacles ond
dangors in thce way. ‘The first in strongh scoms to be the torrentiel
upsurge of nationalism which has of latc yoars swept over Asia. 4
fiercc hatred of colonizing pooplus and of the white race hes led to
en all but irrational distrust of foroigners in gonoral. The very
natural and rcasonable desirc of Asiatic nations for indepondonce

is nothing likc so vohoment s thoir fear of intorested motives ond
domincoring tectids |dh|ithe piet \of rArvyCicdtern natidn that offers to
help them. In this general commotion ovon Christisnity has come to
be looked upon as & foreign religion and its missionaries &s forocign
agents of colonialisme. While the British ruled India the cross was
suspected to follow the flag. But even now after Indiea has scttled
down %o an indopendent cxistence Christinnity is still looked upon

es & recligion which prescribes an cxtra-national loyalty end to thet
extont makcs its followors lecss Indicn. This now nationalism in Indias
geems to aim at scelf-gufficioncy not only in food and arms dbut cvon
in religion, and wonders why the Catholic Church in India cannot bo
indcpendent and sclf-contained. This almost universal misunderstend-
ing of the catholieity cof tho Church is probalby the grcatest obstacle,
or at lcast difficulty, in the way of the intcllcetual apostolate in
India to-day. ' : .

Another, no less formidable but not so universal, is the ingidious
spread of communism chiefly among the half-educated middle classes

in Asia. The colossal propaganda of Russia and its subjects, which
works through the incredibly cheap books and papers that flood our
“libraries end bookshops, has certainly impressed those who cannot
Judge for themselves with ‘the idea thet the oommunist experiment

has succeeded wherever it hasg been tried and that this may be the
solution of Asia's undcniable poverty and miscry. Chiefly eamong the
young who attend shcools and universities full of good will and ardour
and ignorancc of subtleties is this poison most rampant. It is with

of s
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these students that the permeation of true principles and facts
must be secured with the purest zeal and the most enlightened skill.
Only the repeated explanation of the Church's attitudé to fHe poor
as rovealed in the Gospel, the Life of Our Lord, and the Papal
Enoyclicals, and the practico ¢6f these principles by the clergy
and laity throughout the world can angwer these objcctions and con-
vince immaturc minds led astray by fallacics. Otherwisc what has
happened in China .moy soon happen in the rest of Asia,

Conclusion i A ; 3 '; S - B8 2

Thore is thus much scopc for the intollectual apostolat in Asia.

A botter training of Catholic youth ospecially in the universitics
and professions and a more roalistic awnrencss of the right ‘me thod
of approach not only to the doctrine to be. communigated to Non-
Catholics but also, and perhaps oven morc to the mentel and cmotional
moke-up of those to whom it is communiceted is nagcded. 4&nd it is
God who giveth t he increase. ' :
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PAX ROMANA ASIAN SEMINAR
INDIA

Resumé of replees received from the All-India Catholic University
Federation and from local groups in Belgaunm and Bangalore to parts
one and two of the enguiry into the transformations taking place in
Asian universities.

1, Social transformations within the universities and colleges.

The student population has been increasing continously, and al-
though there have been inoreases in staff, these have not beon
comparable. The gencral rosult has boon overcrowding, lack of
porsonal tuition in most grodes and o loworing of aocedemic stand-
ards. The matorial conditions of the students arc often poor.
Onc of tho rosults of this combination of foctors is that many

students hove littlc or no scensc of rogponsibility, and dishoncsty

and indiscipline are not unknown. The universitics arc now opcn

to o much widor oross-scction of the population, cond the intcrosts

of the lowek cpetas, aro szfoguppded by tho government - by way of
reserved plhcus, scnoloxsnipd, KHD «

Catholics, both during and aftor their university carocr, tend
to sonsc thot they have special rcsponsibilitics, but these res-
pongibilitiocs are oftocn not crystaliscd, ond so Catholics cxcrt
1ittle influoncc on tho university or on intellectucl life in
goneral.

In tho informal 1lifc of the univorsity, groups on the political
1oft tend to be active and stronge. Orgoniscd cultural netivity
ig smell, and often tends to communclism whero it docs exigte
The influonce of organiscd rcligious groups is negligible.
Gatholic influcnece is exerted in Cotholic colloges, but is scérce
olsewhere, In gencral Cotholic influoncc in the university is
veory small.

2., Cultural tronsformations within the univeorgitics ond collcgese

The cttitude of Indian students towards thoir traditional culturc
varicg. from decp respect to indifferonce. In genoral, studonts
arc intcorcstod in and proud of thoir culturc, and arc attracted
to it in o gentimontalist and nationalist way, but do not study
it decply. Intercst tonds to be sclecetives gtudonts arc most
attrocted to those eloments in their traditional culturc which
they can onjoy casily - music and dencing for instance. Litereary
classics arc guite a diffecront matter. /
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Scientific method hag an obvious attraction for student s who can

see the general advantages which ite application will bring to the
country as & whole, and the specifio utilitarian interest that it
hag for the individual student in that scientific training will

make it easier for him to find- - a job when he leaves the university.
Very few students find any conflict between the use of scientific
method and the elcecments of their traditional culture that still live.

The universgity is itsclf a Westernising influcnce, both formally,
through tho ocurriculum, and informally, in the gencral atmogspherc.
Studonts tend to absorb the superficicl clcmonts of Wosteorn culture,
and thus continue a process which has already started in their
homes and schools. In the universities in the big ocities Catholics
tend to be more VWesternised than the average student,'but”thia is
not a rule that holds for all the universities and colleges.

Indian oulture tonds to be associated with Hinduism, and so far
Catholies have not donc & groat deal to "synthoaipe"}catholicism
with the traditional culturc.

* R *
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PAX ROMANA ASIA N SEMINAR
‘PAKISTAN

Resumé of replies received from Pakistani students now in Britain to

partes one, two and three of the enguiry into the tranformations now

taking place in Agian universgities.

1.

2

Social tranformations within the universities and colleges.

The student population has increased and is still increasing, and
there is considerable overscowding. The scope of entry to the
colleges is now much wider, and the general guality of the stu-
dents arriving at the university is not high. Housing, material
conditions ond health are bad, and the moral stendards of the
students low. There is a gencral fecling of dissatisfoction nnd
frustrotion — due to bad conditions, difficulty of finding jobs
nfter leaving the university, non-rccognition of dcgrecs outsido
Pokistoan cto.

In the light of thesc chenges, Cntholic influcnce is negligible,
duc to smell numbors and defensive outlook. The majority of
students in Cetholic colleges arc Islomie.

The Communists arc noisy nnd militant, oxert influonce, cnd find
the moss of studonts rendily inflommablo material. Thera &arc
gomc cultural socictics, usuclly with an internationnl outlook.

Cul tural transformationg within tho univorsitics and collogos.

Students have o consideralbe intercst in their traditional culture,
ofton inspircd by intonso m tionclism. Indifforcnce to traditional
culture is not manifest, but the students interest takes many
different forms. Some sections demand traditional manners, dress
and code. Others, in spite of their nationalism, feel that there
is a oconflict between their traditional culture and ‘modern”

ways.

Scientifio method is warmly approved of. Its use in practice is
seen as the ray of hopo for Paskistan's future. 4As 2 result,
studonts tond to take scicnec courscs rcgardless of their quali-
fications and suitability. Intcrest in scicncec is not merely
confinod to tho curriculum, and cxtonds to ¢ he informal life of
tho university - debates, moetings, convorsation, ctec. - wherc
it is far morc prevalent than intorcst in theo arts. /
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Some sections resent Westernisation, others accept it, and the
universities and colleges are themselves wesgternising factors
- particularily with respect to the gtzatus of women. The siiugtion
is complex, and there is no "genersl a2ttitude". On the wiole,
the few Catholiec students tend to be more weternised than average,
because they are freer from ITslamic influcnces. But Catholics
ag Catholicg have no ¢lecarly defincd position in this context.

Spiritual or ideologicel transformations in thc univcrsitios

and collogos.

There arc some Marxisf'looturgrs who, incvitably, cxert influcnce
on the gtudents, The few Christian leocturers arc rcspmp cted and
trusted. '

Marxist ideas are quitc strong, and arc often adopted by students
when & sensc of gociel injusticc is awakencd. Marxism provides
a rcady madc cxplanation of and solution for socigl problcms.

Catholies ere awarc of the idcological tensions proscnt in the
university, but focl that they arc too small o minority to cxort
an offective influconco: there is the tendeney to be very dcfonsive
in outlook. : -
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PAX ROMANA ASTAN SEMINAR

HONG KONG

Résumé of replies received from the Hong Kong University Catholic
Society to parts one, two and three of the questionnaire into trans-
formations taking place in Asian universitics. :

ls Social transformationsg within the university.

2

The student population has incrcased by 50% since 1939, but teach-
ing staff have incrcascd proportionately, and academic standards
have probably risen, Studont accomodation is inadecquate, but
otherwisc material conditions arc quite good. Admission to tho
university is on morit, cnd assistance to students is incroasing,
though still only affecting about 10%. Students tend to be more
serious and hardworking than beforc. '

Catholics fsrm somec 10% of th¢ studont population, and the propor-
tion scems to be growing. In the university, and in intcllectuczl
lifc in gonoral, Catholics form & rosponsible and influential
minority, and pone ogeowoted) by otliors .

Political groups arc absont, and cultural socictics have littlo
influcnce. There &rc Catholic and other Christian socioctics. 4s
individuels and as & group Catholics cxcrt somc influcnce in tho
university. On thc wholc they are respected.

Cultural transformations within thec university

Culturc and tradition do not have any strong influcncc in the uni-
versity, and the gencral attitude of the studonts is onc of in-
difforeonce, oxccpt for somc Chincsc studonts.

Students focl scicnce to be important, not so much for the futurc
of thoir country as for their personal futurc, Intercst in
scionce is greoator thon in the arts.

A1l studonts tond to become Westerniscd, though this is only a
roflcotion of the society in which they live.

Spiritual of idcological influcnces within the univeorsity

Morxist influence is slight, but there is o gencral matericlist
atmosphore.

Catholics arc awarc of their responsibilitics, arc not just
defonsive, and arc rcspected. In spite of this, their spiritual
and idocological influencc in the university is not grcat.

» * *
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Resumé of replies received .from the Ceylon Catholic Studenteg' Fed-
eration to parts one, two and three of the enquiry into the trans-
formations taking placc in Asien universities.

l. Social transformations within the university.

There has been a .continual increasc in the number of students
studying at tho University of Coylon, but this inorcasc hag, in
general, been matched by an equivalent incrcase in staff, material
facilities etc., so that there has been no deoteorioration of
academic standards. Students from oll classcs of tho ropulation
now have a better chance of admission, although the children of
very poor people still experience finaneciel difficulties; this
'democratisation! has been achieved without any lowering of the
s tand ards-off| [enii B3, D) Of | thel Ahte)ledtubll €hd moral colibre of
the students themselves: The social tronformstions which have
taken place within the university do not seem to have greatly
fltercd the place of tho university .in socioty, ‘or the mutucl
attitudes of the one to the other. - Thus olthough students ore
becoming inecrcasingly conscious of goecizl problems, thoro is
littlc roalisations of the part which they, and the university
itsclf, play in socicty.

‘The influcnce of Catholic univorsity pecople on socicty, in the
context of thesc social tronsformntions, is small, but definite.
Non-Crtholics arc 'awarc’ of Cetholicism ecnd the Cntholic stnnd
on .cortain probleoms, ond their nttitudc 'is onc of rospect, though
this is discounted by certain cultural tcnsions, which rfre
elaborated below,

The strongest organised groups within the informal life of the
university tend to be political, and to a lesser extent cultural
and religious, but their influences tend to be confined to
perticular categories of students. Catholic influence in the
university, likec Catholic influence in the country as o whole,
is smnll but definite, ~nd tonds to be oxarted unconsciously
rather than consciously. On the fow subjocts on which Catholie
students are willing and able to take up definite stondpoints,
their vicws arc listened to and respected, if not belicved.

/e



. L5 e

2. Cultural transformations within the university.

In their attitude towards the traditionel culture of the country,
Ceylonese students can be divided into three categories. The
firgt group are those with a traditional Ceylonese background,
whose acceptance of things Eastern tends to bec uncritical. The
second group consists of those who have a Western background and
education, and who mostly come from the higheor social classcs.
Finelly thorc are those studenta who try to draw the best from
both the traditional and Westorn steams of culturc in Ceylon.

The students! attitude towarde the traditional culture vearies

- many arc inidffcrent, or think thet it ig fosgilisecd and irre-
lovant to prescnt day existencc. Others arc still concerncd with
it , cithor critically or uncritically. This general attitude
may be duec to the fact thot treditional culturc hes little place
in modern entortainment or usc of leisurc (with some cxceptions).
Although the cultural and naotional revival of Ceylon has genuine
cnough roots, it sccms to have beon stimuloated reathor artificially,
end though studonts arc not, of coursec, hostile to their own
traditional culture, thoy do not want its promotion to cxcludo
further Westeornisation.

Acccptance of the nccossity of cdopting scicntific method is
sprending, cspeociclly amongst those who consider themsclves
Wosterniscd. The adventages of soicntific and technological pro-
gross oro very obvious in torms.of higher standards of living
and the elimimmbion loi dlgase onl povedtys Mogt(dtudonts do not
find any conflict botwoen the sdvanco of gcicntific method nnd
thoir traditional culturc, bocausc their tradiioncl culture is
not considercd to have much rolevance to life as it is lived.

At the seme time thore is not much intelloctual intecreourse bot-
ween scioncce and orts students, though they mix well cnough in
non-curricular sphecres.

The very existence and structure of the University itself, and
the place of the University in society tend to be Westernising
influences on the students. This influence is welcome to most

of the students, and is very powerful. It is not confined to weys
thought and subjects of study, but to the general pattern of life
of the studont. Westornisation is associated with education and
social status, and the students accept it willingly - almost as

a habit.  In the contoxt of this atmosphcre, Catholics tond to

be cvon morc Westernised than the averagoe studont - porhaps

over - Wostornisod, as they arc somctimes thought to be an alion
influencc: this mey be due to thc tradibional association of
Buddhism with the statec. In thoory, therc should be no confliet,
but in praetice the lack of intercst that Catholic students tond
to show in things Ccyloncsc somctimes lcads to antipathy. This
problom is descounted by the foct thnt tho studonts' prooccup-
ations tond to be in the spheros of politios &nd sociology rathexr
than culturc and philosophy. /
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Spiritual or Tdeological transformations within the university.

The curriculum end methods of teaching employed in the university
are perfectly objaotive,-with-one'qualification, as Marxist
teachers tend to exert some influence in the Department of e
Economics. One the whole, professors are Judged on their merits

as tecachers, and thore is no favouritism or hostility %o mofcessors
on idcologiocal grounds, cither by tho university authorities or

by the students. ' - :

The influonce of Marxism on tho general atmosphere of the univor-
sity is perceptidlo, and many studonts tond %o be lcd towards it
¢ither by an awakening to social injusticc, or by an outstanding
Marxist pcrsonality on thc staff. Tho students arc casily swayed,
and thc herd core of indoetrinstcd Merxists is probably rather
small. There is somec cvideonee to show that most students who
have beon Marxist 2t the university rclinquish their Marxism soon
aftcr leaving,

In this contoxt, Catholics arc usuclly awnre of the idcologienl
tensions, and accopt thoir rgsponsibiliticss few, however, take
the initiative in this respcct, and most Catholics, likc ofhor
students, have thoir minds-firmly focusacd on tho dato of thoir
final cxeminziilolslc
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PAX ROMANA ASIAN SEMINAR
' MALAYA

Resumé of replies received from the Catholic Students'! Society,
University of Malaya, to parts one, two and three of the enquiry

into the transformationg taking place in Asian univergities.

1.

2.

Social transformations within the university.

In recent years there has been a steady increase in the number
of students at the University of Malaya, but this increase has
been balanced by a comparable increase in univ ersity facilities,
and there has been no deterioration in standards for this reason.
University education has sprecad to the lower middle clasgscs,
largely bocausce of the incrcescd number of scholarships and
bursaries availeble. Students from the Maloyen scetion of tho
community havec bencefited most from thesc scholarships, 2s it is
the policy to try and 'cqualise' the progress of the Chincse
and Malayen oommunltles by giving spccinl assistmcc to the more
backword, the)Malayas-

The Catholic proportion of the student populetion has staycd
foirly constant at about 1lg¢ 12. Catholic influence in the universi-
ty has remained unaltered by population changes. There is one poli-
tical society, 'the-Socialist scciety, which hes been formed after
the relaxation of the ban on politicel societies. The cultural
society has made attempts to awaken interest in the arts end in
traditional cultureg. The ‘religious societies, Catholic,. Protestant
and Muslim, tend to be rather defensive.

Cultural trangformationsg within the univorsity.

The Malay students have a common cultural background and religion
(Islam). The Chinese students have not, and do not even have =
great deal in common with the mass of the Chinese community in
the country, as they come from the English educated section.

The same is true of the smaller communities of Indian and
Eurasian studenta. The system of English education and the
Western way of life ie & very strong influence, and in spite of
the efforts of the cultural society to remind students of the
qualities of their traditional cultures, the influence of these
traditional cultures is wening.

The training given in government English-medium schools leaves
students open to currcnt fashions of thought at the university,
and does not provide them with any basic principles on which

ofs
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they can bage their critieism. Training given by vernacular
schools is more solid, but few from these schools reach the univer-
sity. The training given in Christian mission shcools often .
leaves a lot to be desired. Melayc has no common higtoricsl or
cultural tradition, utilitarien standards tend to prevail through-
out society, and the sdvontages of scientific method are imme-
diately obvious.

Most students have alrendy given up their traditionnsal wry of life
befor reaching the university. A4mongst the higher soocial classcs
the Westorn way of lifc hns madec gront inroads, though this is
not the cosec with the mags of illitorate Chinose, Malays or.
Indians. At the university students tond to go furthoer "West"
than ever. There is no congcious attompt ot dispense with the
treditional oulturcs, but therc nrc conscious attempts at pre
servation - c¢c.g. by the oultural sccicty. .

Ab a group, Cathélic studonts have not yot mede eny gront cfforts
to face these p;obloma} though thoy mey do so &s indivyidutls,
end therc is 2 certain amount of complaconocy end lack of nworcness.

3+ Spirituel or idcological transformetions within the university.

Materinlist-influcnces ore quite prevalent amongst non-Christian
_students, millchrGiiclichtogoritelhdve Monxist)tendeoncies. It is
diffioult to werify the chennels of communiceation of Marxist idcas,
s such ideas are not propagated cither by teaching staff or by
literaturc. Porsonal contacts and the interchange of ideas scem
to be the principal methods. A= :

The ecffective influcnee of Catholic students &s & body is small
nt prosent, though poteontially it is strong., Onc .cf thc biggcet
stumbling locks is that the interost of scrious studcnts in
politicel affeirs, ~nd the scnse of sociel injustico which is
somctimes arouscd ot tho university, arc most casily met by the
rondy-made golutions of non-Christian idcologics.

* * *
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Resumé of replies received from Rev. Fr. Beek, Chaplain to the
Catholic students at Jogjakarta, Indonesia, to parts one, two and
three of the enguiry into the transforma tions taking place in Asian
universities, based on the situation at Jogjakarta.

1.

Sociel trensformations within the universities and colleges.

The student population at the university hag expanded sevenfold

in the last five years, and this has created an enormous number

of problems at all levels. Overcrowding is chronic, lecturers

are in short supply, books and library facilibtiecs in general are
still scarce. There hasg, incvitably, been & deterioration in
academic standards. The moterial conditions in which the studcents
live range from the barely adequate to the downright bad: both

the government and the cdu-stional cuthoritiocs are worricd about
tho standards of honosty and mortlity which prevail throughout
tho cducctiom|syvitedl. AThe vnitexkity sl didn (o all who arc
successful in the scdondary school cxaminctions, and thore is &
comprchensive system of govarmment scholorshipss athough this has
ite advantoges, these are countorwighted by the foilurcof students
to roclisc their own reponsibilitics to socicty, the university,
and themgclves.

Tho mejority of tho students arc Islamic, though meny ore only

go in name. Thorc arc atheist, Protcstant and Catholio minoritics
- about 4% are Catholics, which is higher than the proportion of
Cetholics in the country genorally. Cntholie influence in tho
univorsity has not beon greatly affocted by population inorcascs;
Catholic studonts tond to have a minority complex, end arc rather
defensive in outlook.

The influcnge of Islam-is strong, mixing as it docs eulture,
religion andpolitice in a definite "way of life". The dangers

of Communism arc not very apparent, and it is ~n idcology troeot-
cd with rospcect as providing o practical solution to probloms of
social injustice. Intercst in traditional culture or the arts

in goncrel is very slight amongst the studente. Catholic studonts
oas a body hav3 o goed roputation, and have offectively wicldod
influcnce in the ncutrel national fcecdeorotion nnd other bodios.
Their influcnce is diminishcd by the fact that as individucls

they are still a littlec unsurc of thomsclves, their religion, and
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its implications for their lives. When interest is arouged, it
is more often by practical ideas than by basic principles.

Cultural transformations within the universities and collezes.

There is little attempt on the part of students to know their
ancient culture, not to reinterpret it in the light of nationhood.
Except on rare festive occasions, traditions rerain unhonoured.

The attractions of scientific trsining as a road to & good live-
lihood are overpowering for many students, though 2 genuine intercst
in scicnee gque science secms to bo ladding, and thorc scoms %o be
little idecalism, cven for the national welfarec.

Westornisetion is enthusiastiocally acceptcd os the passport to
freodom, and naotional ocustoms and dress have littlec more then &
ceremonial wvalucg.

Catholics have no clearly defined attitude to this category of
problems as Catholics. DPotentially, the Catholic strength is
enormous, and its realisation depends on the quality of the train-
ing that can be given to Catholic students.

Spiritual dr)igpologinal (Trarnsdonmetipns, mithin the university.

i — -

The ourriculum is based on the rationalist heritage of prewar
education, and materialism is gaining ground.

Marxist influences are strong in the informal life of the university
and moenifest themsclves in feeding on student discontent.

Catholics are not yet really awere of their responsibilitics or
their potentialitics.




Point 1

THE PRESENT CONDITION OF ASIA

The questions asked: -

How has the concept of nationhood in Asian countries changed in the
years gince the war? What barriers have been overcome - for instance
communalism and sectionalism?

What have been the specific results of this changing concept on
politicsl life and attitudes: on economic development: on sgocial
ehanges: on the attitude towards nationel history: and on religiouns
life - the traditionally dominant religion, other traditional reli-
giong, and Christianity?

The answers given by the Commissionst -

The changing concept of nationhood

Several Asian countries seem to have found their basis of nationhood
in their pre-colonigl history, but in almost all countries which

have passed through an era of colonialism, the very fact of colonial-
ism tended to stimulate the demand for independence and nationhood.
This was done in two ways. PFirstly, by providing adminigtrative
unification for countries which had rarely known it before in the
rigid form in which it was imposed by the colonial powers: and
secondly,” by prowidibhe e~ rallyipne-gnound|[Iorfthe~independence move=
ments in a hatred’ of "the'colunial"powers and the 'common desire to be
rid of foreign domination.

The concepts of nationhood and statehood must be distinguished, &s
they are rarely identicals a state can exist without nccessarily
being a nation, and vice-versa. The Jews, for instance, have always
been a nation, but only in recent years has a Jewish State become

a reclity. The concept of nationhood is still developing in Asid, and
has not yet received its definitive form, either in the countriecs
that have rccently attoined their indepeéndence or in the countries
which have always been independent. The concept varies considerably
between different countries, but one common feature that is prevalent
ig that nationhood and a national way of life ternd to be identified
with a single dominant language, religion or culture. Islam, for
instance, in Pakistan and Indonesia, Buddhism in Ceylon and Burma,
Hinduism in India, and Catholicism in the Philippines.

In the Asian countries which have already achieved independance;_the
ideas of independence and nationhood often originated in the minds

of those who received their education in the West or in Western-style
institutions. It was only after the cducated classes had begun to
formulate their ideas clcarly that the movement began to spread, and
the normal channels of intcllcctual communication wore used to
diffuse thc ideas amongst thc people. The same process is taking
place in a country which has not yect achicved independonce -~ Malaya.

st



The movement for freeing the Asian peoples from foreign ddominance
provided a common bond for peoples of widely differing cultures,
languages and religions. This bond was so strong that differences were
overshadowed, and there was rarely any wide previgion of the diffi-
culties thut these differences might cause after independence had

been achieved. So no constructive policy was worked out beforehand.

Faotors working against & homogeneous nation

The faot of independence is still a strong common bond: but after
the achievement of a unified and independent state, the differences
which had been previously overshadowed often began to emerge -
linguigtic, religious, oultural, social and other differences. These
differences vary from country to country in their scope and intensi-
ty, but are'pragent in some degree in almost all. . 124

Impact on politiocal life and attitudes

In those dsian countries that have already attained their independencec
there has been a gene al upsurge of political consciousness, and

this has been stimulated by the very fact of independénce rather than
by the mechanics of the universal franchisc. Independence has re-~
moved the main plank of the Communist platform, and Communist policy
is now direoted chiefly towards social end international gquestions.
lMajority parties are ofton associsted with the successful independenoe
movement, .and it is usually only the Marxist parties that have a

olcar ideological hasis. Strong opposition partics arc the exception

rathor then the rule.
Impact on economics EuvEiopment

Before the attainment of independence the economic systems of the
Asian countries vare largely geared to those of the colonising powers
in the West: their resources were exploited, and there was little
real effort to utilise their riches for the benefit of the colonial
peoples themselves. Since independence the Asian countries have become
more conscious of their economic backwardness, and are making every
effort to improve their economic conditions as quickly as possible.
This is usually congi dered to be practicable only if there is some
diversification of the economy, and there is balanced industrial and
agricultural development. Thig development is being impeded by multi-
ple diffioulties, especially in the field of industrialigation.

Impact on social development

Even before the actual attainment of political development, the co-~
lonial countries of Asia were undergoing important social changes. The
poéition of women in Asia, for instance, has been moving from sub-
Jection nearer to partity of status: and though this movement may not
be universal, it is widespread enough to constitute a fundamental
social change. Caste, wherever it existed as 2 rigid system, does not
exigt in that form any more: but not even half a century of Christia~
nity in these countries s degalt a decigive blow to the castec menta-
lity which yet prevails, The Asian countrice knew little of social

e



legiglation during their colonial regimes, and by contrast the
post-independence period in these countries has seen a fund of social
legislation. But there is not yet sufficient of thig either fiom

the point of view of Christian social justice,or to be effective in
taking away a profitable political platform from the Communists.

Impact on national higtory

The attainment of independence has seen a rise of nationalism in
dsian countries. Though the extreme nationalist factions are most
vociferous, there are thrée other groups that are probably as strong
numerically: the exteme Westorn-minded, thoge who try to effect a
synthesis by extracting the best from their indigencous and Western
cultures, and those - particularily in the egricultural communitics -
who have scarcely been influenced by Yestern culture at all. On

the whole it can be congiuded that the attitude of Asian countrigs
towards Westorn culture is growing incrcasingly sclcetivec.

Impact on roligious life

Therc arc distinctive movements in Asian countries to associate a
traditionally dominant religion with nationhood, and some examples of
this have been given above. In these countries there exists a marked
tendency towards the reinterpretation of this dominant religion in
the light of the transformations taking place in Asia today. With

the exception of the Philippines, Christianity in 4sia tends to be on
the defensive, consolidating its present position rather than making
great conguests.

General conclugions

Since the attainment of independence in many Asian countries commu-
naligm and sectionalism have only resrely been overcome, and have
often been omphasised. Thec national movements for independcnce had
relegated these problems to the sidelines of the political and social
field. Now that independencc has been attained and the common objec-
tives of the movemcnts achicved, fissiparous tendencics have appeared,
and are becoming more pronounced. This situation contains the germs
of danger in that politiciang may look for artifiecially unifying fac-
tors, for instance calling attention away from internal difficulties
to dangers - real of imaginary - coming from outside. This has
happened in BEurope. 4nother artificial factor of unification may be
the oppression of religious, racial or oultural minorities under the
illnsgion that a state cannot be a unified nation unless it is homo-
geneous. In the field of economics, nationalism should not blind
countries to the necessity of economic interdependence, and what
appear te be short-term econcmic advantages may conflict with the
long-term interests of a state and its neighbours. Misdirected nation-
alism can also turn a country blind to the values of the cultures of
other countrics and other continents.

There is @ need to diffuse a responsible concept of nationhood, which
realises that a unified nation is not necessarily a homogeneous one,

o a



and that a nation
of its races, its
This necessitates
mutual rights and

can find its unity and strength in the diversity
cultures, 'its religions, and even its languages.
the establishment of a delicate structure of
obligations on the part of both majorities and

minorities. It also implies an awareness that responsible nation=-

hood doeg not imply external or intornal oppression, but an enrich-
ment of the lives of the individuals, the families and the ocommu-~

nities that constitute a nation. These are some of the responsi-

bilities of Catholics in a changing 4sia. '




Point 2

REPERCUSSIONS OF THE CHANGES

IN ASIA ON ASIAN UNIVERSITIES

The guestions asked: -

What is the Mission of the University. Is the concept on which this Mission is
based valid for Asia?

Has it ever been the idea underlying Asian universities? Is it the idea which uuder-
lies Asian universities now? If not, what is the present context of the university
on society,...as a university?...as a pow-ouse of ideas?...at the human level?

Ths answers given by the Commissions: -

The Misasion of the University

There is a gensral sgreement on the functional concept of the University. A&n essen-
tial characteristic of this conept is that the University is a supra-nationszl auto-
nomous unit, owing allegiance only to the Good, and True and the Beautiful which are
values rooted in an eternal order with God as the central fact. Whilst this func-
tional con 3% or Mission of the University is accepted, it sppears that the reality
of the Asian University is rather rimote from this idea of the University.

Extracts from the Commissions' reports

Commiscion 1. "The University is a community of scholars dedicated to the works of
the spirit". Ii|eimy at)dlhE @i chnEmt) Al Yharsmigsion ©f cuitvre which is defined
as the cultivation, enrickment and development of humsn faculties. For purpose of
analysis this can be divided into an intellectual development through the search for
the True, a moral development through the search for the Good and an esthetic de-
velopment though the search for the Besutiful. Professional training, research,

the sciences, national cultures critically cvaluated, the arts, each has its impor-
tance as a channel through which culture is enriched and transmitted.

Commission 2. The essentials of the University could be put in four categories:

a) The pursuit and accumulation of kowledge.

b) The transmission of knowledge.

c) The relation of the University to society...service of the profession, preparstion
of students for citizenship, the moulding of public opinion, preservation and dc-
velopment of cultural heritage etc.

d) The promotion of international understanding.

Commission 3. Thu concept of the University can be defined as "A community with a
definite location, a commumnity engaged in the searching, studying and diffusing of
universal knowlodge. This follows from the precept "Homo sum nihil humanum a me
alicnsm puto™ - I am a man and nothing humen is foreign to me. Its mission is to
search, study and diffuse truth which can be classified as follows:

a) Theological truth, pertaining to revelation.

b) Philosophical truth, portaining to the use ¢ reason.

¢) Scientific truth, pertesining to human observation and experiment.

d) Pragmatic truth, pertaining to practical truth.



Since God is tho unifying principle of all truth, any such quest should have theology
28 its centre.

The Asian University...its reality

Extracts from Commissions' reports:

Commission 1. There is a perceptible gap between the reality and the idea of the
University in India. This is partially explained by the fact that India has yet to
attain the nscessary pitch of economic development to allow the University freedom
to develop.

. The Indign University is open to the masses. There is no University community, the
students come merely for the acquisition of degrecs. Moral and sesthetic development
is quits inadquate. Emphasis is laid rather on professional training.

The concept of the University in Japan took shape in the 1Sth Century and was largely
inspired by motives of attaining economic prosperity for the state. As a result the
amphasis is on technical knowledgo.

In the Philippines, the majority of the universities are corporations sstablished as
financial ventures and emphasis is on the demand for technical knowledge. Students
study for the professions and little eisc. The majority of them are part-time stud-
ents. Moral and aesthetic cultivation is present but tonds to take sacond place to
the domands of technical know-how. The concept of the University is applicable mors
directly to the small Catholic colleges than to the big universities. The reality
of the University is somewhat inadvertently determincd YWy the economic conditions of
the country, especially its need for technical experts. The Law Faculty holds gresat
attraction for the Student.

The University in Burme is a guasi-government institution with five affiliated colleges.
The students are attzachtol)by 9eeriey and Proicalionhl +iditlitgl) Economic conditions
and needs of the country detemine to a largo oxtent the reality of the University.

In Ceylon students enter the University for professional training. The desire for
the good job tends to supsrcede the desire for culture. Professors do not seem to

be very conscious of the real purpose of the University. Lack of facilities hinder
the transmission of culture. Residential facilities are begimning to be set up.
University community life is elso encouraged by the provision of "allowances" o
professors. This enables a more frequent entertainment of students by the staff.
Unconsciously the students are forming a concept of the University. This development
tends to be couloured by the efforts of some active Buddhists to penetrate the Univer-
gity milieu.

The University of Malaya is largely determined by the political and economic needs
of a piece of colonial territory governed by the British. Its rigid single langusge
medium is perceptibly not determined by the real needs of intellectual, moral and
aesthetic cultivation of its student population, half of which attend Chinese medium
schools.

In Hong-Kong the concept of the University is not realised at all. Students are
concerned aessentially with the acquisition of a degree and profession training.

In New Zoaland, the concept is modified by the fact that the students are often full-
time wage-samers and only part-time students. The Univereity is regarded as a
place for degrees but little else besides.

The Australian University, generally, is a community of technicisns rather than a
comnunity of scholars. There are however minority groups within the campus who are
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trying to direct it towards a more purposive path, embracing the technics
the age without sacrificing the needs of the human person. r

= The South Korean Unlversltv, when originally founded, took its. cue from the Japenase
pattern. Now it has been greatly modified by the urgent need of the caquntry. It is
very.much a part of-the human problem that faces not only Korea but the wOrld

. Commission 2. The ccncept is the underlying basis in most of the Aslan Un1v9r31tlea

and had been realised in varying degrees, the exception being the Fhilippines where
a distinet difference of depth is found ‘in its Cathollc University. In-it the con-

;cept is more deeply rooted.

- It appears that the concept is implicit rather than explicit in the constltutions of

the Asian Universities (excepting the Philippines).

Commission 3. India: The educationists have the above concept in mind but seldom is
it practised. Some universities pay more sttention to the preservation and develop-
ment of the national culture. Most of them encourage social service, a featurs of
somewhat recent origin. Another featurs of recent origin is greater contact with
foreign students, a result largely arising from the internationsl relationship csta-
blished by tlie central govermment. At present thers is a grester need for technicimns.
University development is influenced by this need.

Iran : Colleges in Iran fulfil to some extent thz functions of the University - pur-
and accumulation of knowledge and transmission of knowledge.

Burma: Zducation is free and is fostored by the government. A guarantee Has been
given by the Prime Minister that Buddhism would be taught only to Buddhists.

Hong Kong : As there is no concept- of nationhood ths teaching of a profession is on-
ly for utilitarian purposes. As for national cultural development a Department of
Chinese exists.

Ceylon : The British sra dig much~in wesfablishing-the standards of the university.

The primary pufpost ofl€le Gtulehts WhblGlter the lnlitvdrsily is to get a good job.

The lack of a liberal eduction is evident. There is a greater tendency to specialisc.
The absence of = synthesis of ideas is evident. This has been dccdnfu%fed by the
separation of the faculties. Rl

The average ambition of a young man in Ceylon is a degree. There is ano critical
attitude where studies are concerned. At the residential university at Peradenya

the development of nationalism is evident. As a result a greater intercst in politics
is seen. The oriental faculty preserves and develops the national culture of Ceylow.
A start has been made to introduce the national language in the University.

Australia : The idea of pursuit and accumulation of knowledge is accepted as a valid
one for Australian Universities. All the professors do sezve society. Not much soc-
ial work isg done by the student as he is more taken up with ivis studies and there ore
very few social problems to be solved. Students generally do not take an active part
in the civic life of the country. The economists of the land are often the lscturers.
The universitiocs take a very active part in local schemes and projects of agricultur-
al and industrizl development.

In the faculty of law most of the lecturers are professional men so thht there is

no time to mix with the students.

Students in general are tolerant towards religion though in lurge measure ignorent
of it.

Philippines : The concept of the Mission of the University has chringed. Only now has
the concept bzen accepted. There is a great demand for the pursuit of knowleadge.
Till gquite recently therec were a number of universities that produced only half-taked
graduates. As a result the government was forced to close down 2 number of them.

o



The end of educationseems to be simply to get a good Jjob. There are more students
in the professional faculties than in the arts faculty. The recent trend is towards
an emphasis on social work. Recently the State University's student Council helped
the president in his election. In general students and lecturers mix well.

Japan: Before the war influence came from the West. Now it comes from America.
Training for a profession is emphasised. Students have little respect for their
lecturers. The students are considered ss a privileged class. Professors oan be di-
vided into two groups. First there is the group which does research. Second, there
is the group that does journalistic work. Where transmission of national culture

is concerned there seoms to be gen:ral neglect.

Things of the spirit are not evident. &Luropesn influence has been in the technical
sphere. In Japan the state University holds a supreme position, degrees from other
Universities have loss professional valus. University students are often compelled
to do part time work.

Indonesia: (Two Universities). Medicine, Techbology, Iconomics, Law, Literature,
Agriculture are taught. The government is trying to establish more universities in
the provinces. Teaching of profession - Difficulties:

1) Since independence, the Indonesian language is being used. But since it is still
young, there is much difficulty. Few books are written in the language. Due to
a lack of professors from Indonesia, foreigners are invited to teach.

2) Overcrowding of chasses and fow laboratories for the Scienoces.

3) Lack of housing for students, scientific research and training of scientists.
There is equipment for medicine but since the ev.r incre asing number of students,
this is not enough. Professors are allowed to accpet jobs other than teaching.
The reason is due to the fet that they do not got adoquate salarics for a decent
living.

There is a tendency, for the influence, of dovermment oxcrtsd on the University
rather the University on{ilergovernuéit.

Pakistan: Philosophy is taught in the University, but general students do not take
it. Thére is more of science and not much attention on duty is paid. Religion is
compulsory.

Culture. Students do not want culture. They do not realise the necessity of having
one. Research insitutions are beginning to be formed.

There is hardly any community spirit. Hostels are very fow. Student-Professor con-
tact is very limited.

The professors are underpaid. The exchange of Pkistan professors and Americans has
started.

Catholiscism has no influence on the University.

Gencral Conclusions : =

The idea which underlies the university in Asia seems to have become remote, from
the concept of the Mission of the University as defined. There is no doubt as to

the validity of the concept which being supra-national does not depend on territorial
or geographical factors. But viewing the present pattern of the Asian University

a significant characteristic is its utilitarian purpose, economically and political-
ly, a purposs largely detemmined by the economic and political nseds of the State
rather than the real needs of the individual human person. :




Point 3

The

THE AIMS OF CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY PEOPLE IN
WORKING TO CHANGE THE NATURE OF THE
UNIVERSITY IN ASIA AND ITS PLACE IN SOCIETY

questions agked: ~

The

How

doctrinal basis of the apostolate -

Is there among Catholic students a consciousness of their being
truly engaged in the apostolate of the Church?

Are they aware of the necessity to base their action on dootrine?
Does their knowledge of the faith deepen in the university?

Does it keep pace with their general intelleotual development?
What is being done or should be done to deepen this knowledge?
What is their attitude to the Life of Faith - daily mass, fraquent
reception of the sacraments?

do Catholic students envigage their apostolate in the university?
Little or no consicousness of special apostolate?

Winning converts to Catholicism? '

Penetration of the university milieu by bringing forward ideas

on the netural level which are based on Christian values?

By making it a better university?

Thich of these and other points are relevant to the apostolate

in the university?

Given the widelgap-héiwesn- thie, nighion of the university and its
reality in mos't UWeilan' Sghlitrids'=-

dre Catholic students aware of this gap?

Do you think that it is an integral part of their apostolate in
the university that they should be aware of this gap and should
be doing their begt to bridge it? Is it mrt of the apostolate

to awaken the rest of the university community?

How much lies within their powers, e.g. creation of community,
supplementing among themselves deficiencies in formation provided
by universities (doctrinal, professional, general)?

How much lies outside their powers, e.g. direot control of
curriculum etc.?

What is and should be the attitude of Catholic students towards know-
ledge -

Professional; Do Catholic students have a sense of professional
vocation? Should they? What can they do to transform the atmos=~
phere of the university from a "degree shop" to one in which
there is a real gense of professional vocation?
In other fields: Should and do Catholic students attempt to coun-
ter-balance the effects of over-specialization?
Judgement: Do Catholic studsnte realise their special responsi-
bilities to develope critical standards which will enable them
to reach wvaluable judgements on the general problemg which will
confront them?
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Do Catholigs realise their responsibility to society as well as to
themselves? q,! _
Awareness of national culture,history, art, etc.
Awareness of valuable elementsg in other national cultures.
Awareness of national and internstional gocial responsibilities
by -~ Practicgal social work
uge of the intelligence to solve the social problems
which confront the world, ' '

The answers given by the Commigsions: =~

The dootrinal basis of the University Apostolate is the Mystical
Body of Christ. A4 Catholic being essentially a member of Christ's
Mystical Body has the essential function of making Christ grow.

Broadly speaking, there is not found among the majority of Catholic
students in Adsia a consciousness of being truly engaged in the
Apostolate of the Church, It is agreed that there exists a small but
ardent minority of students who are eonsicous and active. There is
general agreement that Catholics depen their knowledge of their faith
in the University, although it does not keep pace with their general
intellectual development. Attempts are being made in the Philippines,
Australia and Cocylon to make up for this deficiency by extension
leceturcs in philosophy and theology in addition to Catholic Litera-
turc campaigns. The attitude of students.to the life of faith is
lethargio in the case of many cven though there are some who are
forvent.

Except for an active minorrty, Catholic studenvs pmgve little or no
congicousness of any special Apostolate. In some countries however
there is ‘a marked tendency among students to penetrate the Universi-
ty milieu on the intellectual, social, and personal level.

I+t is universally admitted that- Catholics in Asian Universities are
well aware of the yawning gulf between the theory and pracice of the
‘ideal mission of the University. They are conscious of their res-
ponsibility of bridginmg this gap and it is here that they are con-
fronted with apparent and even real obstacles. The direct control

of the ourriculum by students is in most cases impractical., Hever-
thelcss the students have thc power to influence the University and
socicty indirectly. In general, vcry few Catholies have any sense of
profcssional vocation becausc thoey are influcnced by mercenary mo-
tives, Barly overspocialisation has produced the lopsided student,
onc who cannot look beyond his spherc of technical study. To counter-
act this dcficicnoy the University of Technology at Sydney,dustralisa,
has made the study of humanitice a part of the curriculum. It has
becen suggosted that tho cultivation of the reading hebit, formetion
of study groups, forums, symposiums and debates on subjoots of
goncrel and cultural veluc would counteract this tcndeney to a
cortain cxtent. Thore is provalent a . fecling that thore is no
impotus given to indopondent thought and judgment., Educators sconm
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to pin their Faith to text-book knowledge and stereo~typed answers.
On the other hand since there are no altern:tive criterai of judg-
ment, examinations are bound to stay. And as such, Catholics have
the great responsibility to come out with flying colours in academic
subjeots in addition to being engaged in the apostolate.

Although there is a marked tendency for Catholics to be Western in
most countries, there is a definite turn towards the revival of the
national culture. The tendency to pregent our Lady in the national
custume is symptomatic of this awarcness of national culture, How-
ever, the exceptions are Malaya and dustralia - the former being

a nation in thc meking, and the latter a now country with a predomi-
nantly British outlook. '

That the students arc awarc of thoir notional social rospongibili-
tics is evident by the great enthusiasm shown in social welfarc
movemonts. International soocial rosponsibilitics arc cclipged by
the magnitude of the national problems in most Asian countries.

The erying nced of the time is an active, intecllecigent intorcst

by Catholic students in the sbcial probleoms of the respeetive
countrics ~nd the world, and thc usc of their intelligonce in pres-
enting Christicn solutions to national and intermational problemsg.




Point 4

THE WORKING OF THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC
STUDENT FEDERATIONS IN ASIA

The gqueogtions esgked: -

How are the federations organised at the university and national
levels? What is the nature of the formation given by the federations
to their members? How is this formation given at the universgity and
national levels: religious formation - intelleotual, liturgical;
ethioal formation; social formation; professional formation - need
for graduate groups; apostolic formation?

What is the apostold ¢ work of the federations? How is it organised
at the university and national levels?

What reletionships exist between the federation and its university
groups and other Catholic organigsations - for instance the Legion

of Mary, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Young Christian Students, Young
Christian Workers, Sodalities etc.? What is the place that such
societies have in the university apostolate?

What are the relations of the federation end its university groups
with non-confegsional university milieux - for instance local and
national neutrel student unions, World University Service ctc.?

Do the federations lof EhalrClrivolkesiticleronys avh Tkls tions with
other organisations - for instancc the World Assembly of Youth,
Student Christian Movement, World Federation of Democratic Youth?

The answers given by the delegates: -

This point on the programme was not, as were the others, studied in
commission., The delegates from each federation presented a report
to the plenary session of all delegates, outlining the aims, activ-
ities and organisation of their federations as seen through their
eyes. These reports were necessarily subjective, and largely con-
cerned with technical details. They have, therefore, been omitted
from the main body of this document.




Point

 THE CHANGES NEEDED IN THE ASIAN FEDERATIDNS

The guestions asked: -

Do the present aims, conditions and organisation of the Asian federations (as outlined
in Point 4) correspond to -and satisfy the necds of the university and the regquirements
of the apostolate? Are there any changes neoded?

The answers given by the national delegations: -
INDIA: - e \
1. An intensive revitalisation of the "Cell syetam with Gospel discussion and enquiry.

2. Systematic instruction to decpen appreciation of the Holy Mass, as it was felt. by -
the students that the system of compulsory Mass attendance resulted in some sort
of indifference to the Mass among a prnportion of the students.

3. The need for more Chaplains who are personally intereated in the University
Students' Apostolate, who are givon time to carry out their tasks, and who promotc
the intercsts, and oncourage the initiative and responsible activity, of the students.

4. Study of Catholic doctrine at the University level.

5. The increased use of procedures in promoting the study of Christian doctring that
enlist the interest of students.

6. Inculcation of the convietion ’chat the a.postola.ta is an :Lntegral part of Chrlstian
living.

7. Promotion of f£iicndly bsrsofial, rélutiond ~rith tha Pricsts of the Colleges, based
on mutual trust and respocts ;

8. Awakening Catholics to their responsibilitiss towards helping to change the
inhuman social conditions in India.

9. Promotion of the recognition of o profasaional vocation through fa.culty discussion
groups.

10. Promotion of closer relationships with the Graduate Assbciations'(Newman Associations).

11. Establishmont of regular contact mnon'gét the C.S.U.s. with tho Federations of othor
Asian nations, and with'the Pax Romana General Secrotariat. ; e

CEYLON: -

1. Co~ordination of the work of various local units.

2. Establishment of closor personal contact between Chaplains and all the Catholic
students.’ i

3. Extension of the study groups.

4. Orgenisations of retrcats and vacation study cemps. -
5. Need for Chaplains for full-time work.
6

. Diffusion among University students of cheap Catholic literature written in the
vernacular languages.

T. Making enquiries into the socisl problems of Ceylon.



8. Systematic instruction in Catholic social dootrines.
9. Production of the recognition of a professional vocation through study groups.

10. Reeommendation to the H:.ara.mhy about the institution of officially mandated
Catholic Action.

11. Assisting the Y.C.W. Movement by writing and planning aoctivities.

12. Formation of a Graduate Group to work in oollaboration with the Federation.
13. Establishment of friendly relations with non-Catholic student Organisations.
14. Establishment of more frequent contaet with Pax Romans General Secretariat.

O
.1l. Need for full-time Chaplains.
2. Establishment of‘ mandated Catholic Action Groups.
3. Use of the "Cell" system.
4. Devising a written constitution for St. Augustine's Catholic Club.
5. Affilistion of the Club with the Rangoon University Students' Union.
6. Introduetion of study groups and leetures on Catholic doctrine.
7. Establishment of an Annual retreat and vacation study camps.
8. Study of doctrinal basis of the Student apostolate.
9. Arousing a sense of vocation fin professional studies through neutral student groups.

10. Promotion of closer contact with the Asian Federations and the Pax Romana General
Seeretariat.

INDONESIA: -
1. Appointment of a Liaison Officer responsible for exchange of literature with
other Asian Federations.

2. Establishment of study groups on seientific problems from & Catholic view point.
3. Obtaining books by Catholic authors on the above mentioned problems.

MALAYA: -
1. Promotion of enguiry and study groups.

2. Inelusion into the programme of tﬁe Malayan Catholic Studonts Society, activities
of a general cultural nature.

3. BEstablishment of closer contact with the othoer Univorsity student sooieties.
4. Maintenance of contact with other Asian Federations.

5. Establish contact with Gradustes, to ensure greater continuity and offectivencss
of the University apostolate.

6. BEnquiry into specific social problems of Malaya.



HONG KONG: -

1.

Try to aweken the Catholic students as to the apostolic character of the
Christian Life.

Promotion of the "Cell" system.
Introduction of discussion groups on Catholic doctrine.

Establishment of non-professional student groups to promote high professional
standards and sound professional ethics through discussion.

Co~ordination of activities with non-university Catholic student groups with a
view to forming a Federation of all student groups.

Study of the social problems through the use of the enquiry method.

Orgsnisation of professional and charitable work to help solve the social
problems of Hong Kong.

Cultivation of friendlier relations with the Christian association of Hong Kong
University.

PHILIPPINES: -

10.
ll.

Extension of S.C.A. units to embrace a much larger proportion of the Catholic
student population; and revitalisation of the present inactive S5.C .A. units.

Streamlining the S.C.A. organlsat:.on to prevent overlapping and duplicat:ton
of work.

Need for more Chaplains.

Appointment of lay faculty adviéers to S.C.A. umits.
Decpening of the sfudy/¢El\0athelics ddetrims.
Promotion of academic courses in Catholic theology.
Enquiry into the social problems of the Philippines.
Extension of work to solve the social problems.

Establishmont of closer co-operation with the other Catholic orgam.sations,
especially the Sodality.

Affiliation to Pax Romana.

Application for more financial assistance from the Hiergrchy.

JAPAN: -

ll

2'

Need for incroasing numbers of Chaplains who understand specifically studont
probloms.

Formation of Catholic student socicties in Universities and High Schools whero
they are non-gxistent now.

3. Extension of "ecell" groups.

Study of the smocial problems of Japan in the Asian context and their solutions
in the light of Catholic doctrine.

Promotion of tho undorstanding of, and participation in, the Liturgy.

. Formation of a Liaison organisation to link the University Federation and

graduate bodies with Pax Pomana General Sesretariat , and with other.



AUSTRALTA: -

1. Formation of some apostolic groups based on a common interest of the members,
e.8. a writer's group.

2. Need for more Chaplains.

3. Extension of active apostolic groups.

4. Arousal of the interest of pre-University students in apostolic work through
contact with the secondary’ schools.

5. Creation of closer ties with the Graduate organisations.

6. Establishment of a permanent Secretariat of the University Catholic Federation'
of Australia.

7. Promotion of close contact with Pax Romana General Secretariat.

8. Greater efforts to be made in understanding and helping Asian students studying
in Australia.

NBM_ZEALAND: -

1. Need for full-time Chaplains.

2. Instruction in the nature of Catholic Action through discussion groups in
University Colleges and Secondary schools.

3

4.
5-

. Ensisting the increasing support and. interest of the Hierarchy in the

University apostolate.
The oxchange of methody and‘idgas-bovwesn vhé Local sovietics:

Arousing interest in tho national foderation and ensuring tho ropresontation
of sach colloge in the national oxecutive.

PAKISTAN: - _
There is at present no Catholic student movement in Pakistan. The delegates
undertook to investigate the possibilities of forming one.




Point 6

PAX ROMANA AS AN INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT

This was & factual presentation, in plenary session, of the aims underlying the
Pax Romana movement, and the attempts being made to fulfil these sims at the

international level. An account was also given of Pax Romana's role in the inje
national world. J

Point
FUTURE WORK OF THE ASIAN FEDERATIONS AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEWEL

The questions asked: -

What is the work that the Asian federations can do in common? What tasks are there
to be carried out, and who shall fulfil them? What is the work that the Asian
fodorations can do with tho non-Asian fedeorations? Which of tho existing services
provided by the Genoral Secretariat and Sub~-Secretariats of Pax Romans can the
Asian federations use? What modifications arc nceded? What additional services could
usefully be provided.

Tho answors given by the national delogations: -

The most urgent ncods of the fedorations are for the development and extension of
apostolic consciousness among Catholic students in the different Asian countries, and
for Catholic student loaders who havc had a porsonal formation which fits them for
this task. In the light of these nceds, and of the absolute and immediate necessity
for strengthoning the Catholic student federations of Asia at the local and national
lovel, it is rocommonded that all projects for international work should be judged
primarily against the glaméari- o oy Ipr tHew auecolEd, in fulfilling thesc aims.
While rocognising that the nationsl fuderations and their constituent local units
could do much to strengthen themselves by their own efforts, the loaders of the
national delegations think that intormational work on a number of specific projects
can help the federations to realise their apostolic aims, and to integrate them in the
community of Pax Romana.

General recommendations: -

1. In view of the urgent need for Catholic student leaders, it was folt that national
leadership training courses could be either stimulated or supplemented by similar
courses at the international level. It was rocommended that such courses should
be organised whenever snd wherever the practical possibilities allowed. :

2. It was suggested that Asian fedorations who had mombers going to study abroad
should inform the federations of the countries to which those members werc going,
so that a mutually boneficial personal contact could be ostablished as quickly as
possiblo.

3, Foderation leaders or mombers travelling abroad were asked to make the most of
thoir opportunities by contacting the national fodorations and local units in tho
countrics which thoy werc visiting.

4. Scholarships offored by one foderation to a student of another were thought to be
s good way of promoting the growth and disscmination of the idea of the university
apostolatc by personal contact, particularly in helping the studunt to roalisc his
apostolic work by withdrawing him for a timo from his own university milieu.

5. Attempts should be made to integrate the Asian Federations more closely within the
world framework of Pax Romana, from the point of view of what they could give to
ths rest of Pax Homanz as woll as what they could receive. To achieve this end,
the General Socretariat and the federations are asked to try and assure the
presence at the Interfederal Assemblics and World Congrosses of a group of
delegates from the Asian foderations.



6. Future meetings in Asia should be held whenever and wherever they were felt to be
necessary by the Federations themselves, and should be of a character that would mee®
the needs of the situation. It was felt that the possibility -of holding the World
Congress of Pax Romana in Asia in 1958 should be borne in mind.

7. It was recommended that where circumstances allowed national federations could ask
one or two of their student leaders to act as an "International Committee", to keep
in touch with other Pax Romana federations inside and outside Asias and with the
General Secretariat, such a committes to keep in close contact with the central
executive of the federation.

8. Asian federations arc recommended to exchange p-riodicals and other publications
with both Asian and non-Asian federations. When suitable, articles published in the
periodical of another federation could be reprinted in the federation's own publication.

9. It was recommended that the Pax Romana Journal and other publications should be
diffused as widely as possible in the federations.

10. It was felt that some kind of regional publication was needed, im which the Asian
foderations could exchange ideas, experiences, and techniques. While it would be' -
good if this publication could be edited and published in Asia, it was felt that
it might be more practicable if in the immediate future the Pax Romana Journal could
publish a special Asian Supplement as often as possible, the Asian federations
themselves being responsible for articles and contributions for this supplement.

11. It was suggosted that whenever an Asian federation holds a national congress or
meeting, the study programme and the results should be ciroulated to other countries.

12. The Asian fedorations were recommended to make the fullest possible use of the
existing Pax Romana Sub-Secretariats, and to put forward requests for new ones
where they felt they were necessary.

The delegations boleived that it was their first duty to strongthen the fedorations at
the local snd national levels, and that as such efforts would utilise fully the reseurces
of the federation leaders, it would be unwise to embark on intemational work that did
not have a direct relevance to these aims. Tho projocts undertaken by the federations
should be both dosirable and practicable from this point of view. By working along thoso
lines the Asian federations wpuld zacomé inerdainy il avare-of | the j[contribution that
they as individual oountriocs and togother as a continent could make to the concept and
life of Pax Romana.

Specific responsibilitics undertaken (other than tho gonoral recommendations)

1. The All-India Catholic University Fedcration undertook to hold a leadorship training
coursc, and to send up to two students to similar courses organised by other Asian
federations.

2. The delegates from the Catholic Students' -Federation of Japan said they werc hopeful
of being able to hold a regional mceting in Tokyo, limited to fifteen participants,
which would have as ite purpose the training of loadors and the discussion of a
common Pprogramms. i

3, The delegate from tho University Catholic Society of New Zealand said that the
fedoration was already raising money for a momber of the Indian federation to study
in New Zealand. . _

4. The dolegation from Student Catholic detion of the Philippinos offered to act as hoste
for any futuré intemational meeting that it might prove nocossary to hold in Asia.
Their federation would endeavour to collaborate closely with the Sub-Secretariats of
Pax Romans, and would set up an international committos to promote intermational work
within the federation.

5. The delegation from the Catholic Students' Society of the University of Malaya under-
took to recommond to their executive that the federation should organiso a small but
intensive leadership training course for about three studonts from other Asien
countrios, such a course to be held probably about October 1955. They would also be
propared to undertake the organisation of a regional mecting for limited numbers
towards the end of 1956, if such a mecting was thought to be nccessary.

6. The dologation from the Univorsity Catholic Federation of Australia invited two
students from Aisian federations to bo tho guests of the federation for a period of
up to two months, sometime between March and June.




GENERAL CONCLUSIONS OF THE SEMINAR

Coming from different countries, races and with different backgrounds, we, the
student delegates from many Asian nations, have over these 3 weeks gradually grown
into a real Catholic community. This has come about through the exchange of ideas,
prayer in common, intense study and thought on our common problems, and = not least -
by fun and music together. s . : .

Our study has been on the general theme of "Catholic students and the modern. .
transformations of the Asian Universities'. ; : , :

The Universities in Asias, from the facts gathered, are marked by three main
deficiencies which may be states as follows:

1. The lack of a true University Community (i.e. little contset between staff and
students, and amongst the students themselves).

2. The lack of cultural integration (problems of over-specialisation, the utilitarian
aim of the University the impact of Westemn technology on national cultures.)

3. The lack of any clear concept on of the role of the University in Society (the
absence of tho sense of profassional vocation, disregard of ideal of serving
the commumity). .

In addition, in the context of the rapid econbmic., social and religious transformations
in Asia it is inevitable that the leaders of Asia would be the products of its
Universities. ARG B

As Catholics, ealled to coilavoratu iad 'the vuiiding up ‘o4’ the Mystical Body and
to build a truly human society, we have the urgent duty of bridging this gap
betwoen the true mission of the University =nd its present reality.

Apart from a small minority, ‘most Catholic University students are not ovon aware
of this duty end are thercfore completely apathotic. They ‘are getting very little
spiritusl, intellectual or social formation to enable them to fulfil this duty,
but instead tond to have a defensive attitude, an inferiority or minority complex
as Catholics, and small sense of professional vocation. Few Catholic leaders are
being formed.

This regrottable situation demands that ways bo found to awaken the Catholic student
to his responsibilitios, and moans to enablec him to fulfil them. Although the
individual student can achiove something by himsclf, completc apostolic formation
of students and offcctive influence on the University milicu demand a vital
apostolic Catholic student society. In Universities whore they do not exist such
gocioties should be formed, and most existent societies should be more dynamic.
Such socicties require full-time and traincd chaplains, and students who are
dodicated spiritually and intellectually, and who have a sense of initiative and
responsibility. We feel that there should bo greater collaboration between the
Chaplain and the student, in which each rocognises his own particular and essential
role.



Without doubt one of the most important results of the Seminar has been the
awakening amongst us of an international sense. A personal knowledge of other
national delegations at the seminar has made us realise that we have many problems
in common, and a common goal has given us a lived experience of the universality
of the Church, and made us resolve to continue helping one another after our
return home. We have decided tc work closer together by the exchange of. idegs,
experiences and techniques, by personal contact and the exchange of puhlicaxions ete.
The General Secretariat of Pax Romana has, by organising this Seminar, 1nitiatad a
new era in the Asian University apostolate, and we feel that increased cooperation
with the Secretariat will further the work of the apostolate in the individual
Asian Federations and really bring us into the worldwide community of Catholic
University students. : '

" The Catholic student delegates, representing sleven Asian countries assembled
at Madras for the Pax Romana Asian Seminar, extend their gratitude to all
those throughout the world who by thoir prayers, and by thair intellestual
and material efforts, have made an indispensable contribution to the success
of tho Sominar, and recalise that it is only by this mutual help in. the true
spirit of Pax Roman:-{Het) €c)@imd pi thol [eppeiblave ix £ab [lddyersity can
be séen as somcthing transecending national and othar barriers, and extending
to the international umiversity communlty."

(Resolution paseed at the closing session of the Pax Romana Asian Seminar,
Loyola College, Madras, on 2 January 1955.)



