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In this introduction it is proposed to consider briefly soize of the
significant features of our work in :sia, In the pages that follow
are contained the varied details.

Language and Inforwation

The nearest common lan ua,e is English., In countries like Japen, Indoresia
and forea the national language of each is the main langua;e of insiruction
in the universities, In countries like India and Ceylon where our members
are students of universities where English is still the major language

of ingtruction there is a growing tendency to replace this 7ith the
navional language of the country. This is a natursl consequence following
on their achievement of nationhood,

Hach nation will develop its own nationgl language, whatever the costs,
That is Asia's mood to-day. Student leaders who ignore this mood run the
risk of isolating not only themselves but also the student community o
which they are responsible from themtion, On the other hand, here the
mood succuabs to a forced pace of nationel language develo,ment, studeats
are sometimes left derelict of importent sources of information which
are available only in a foreign languaze.

The local prégrﬁnnm will huve te orovide for some of the necds erising
froa this. Jhere, in tHe past the prozramme. bas Doeniplanned and oriecn—
teted for members Whb Al Eh/ bivtbd! vefdla 14 & Toreignianzue, e and
through it foreign ideas than the reality around them, this basis 1eeds
t0 be given a thorouszh reassessment,

A new basis for the local programme might well mean new needs, sowe of
which can oaly be met with tlrough an internstional Prograrie, 1o COUN=
tries where ngtional language develoument at a forced pace has tended to
hamper rather than iuprove educaticnal facilities for the student, inter—
natvional Entroide hes an important role, There is scope for coopetent
young graduaves or student leaders froo one Federation to work with another
Pederation for varying periods on specific tasks like "Forei n Lengus e
Tuition", or "Student Presse Principles and liethods",

Linked to language is information., 3Zach Federation has a publication,
Some bave more t.an ong. 4 si nificent emount of coverage i: given to
social, political and economic problews. The publicaticas regulerly
received at the Secretariat are "The Hing's Zally" (India); "Social
Justice" (Ceylon); and "Varsitarian" (Philipoines). Other publications
ere "Pulsus" (Indoresia); “Aguinas" (Ceylon); "Aguinas" (ialasya); "The
Cazllenge" (kianlaya); and "Catholic Studenis! Annual” (Formose). Sove of
these latber oncs arc no longer published,

4s @ source of inforiation the Federatiun's publiestion is essentizl to
the General Secretariat and in thot way affects the overall pienning of
Pax Romenz projects at the internativmal level, These in turn will have
repercussions on the loeal level, A local unitts deeisiocn to take on a
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pertic:lar project set out in the year's programme is partly iz _uenced
by the inforuation made aviilable through the Secretariat., By this sime
factor, our projects to Foundations imterested in student affairs are
siwilarly influenced,

Zersonal Contacts

During the year five student leaders fron beleya, Indonesia, Ccylon
and the Phili, . ines were able to attend the VJorld Congress of Zsx Hoxens
in Burope tarough grants received from the Asie Foundation,

In the treining of leaders personal contact at the international level
iz an essentizl factor. As the moveunent grows the dringing of students
fromn the different countrics together for study weeks, seminers snd ctier
meetings will need more taought and careful nlanning, Travele—grenis will
remain & prineiple scurce of Tinance, To continue to secure them we will
need to ensure that such are used worthily, In Asiz two comsider.ti_os
axe iaportent — the acceptabiliiy of Fax Rouana's iafiuence i- an
environmen®t witn & posulation 9T non-Catholic (exception being tie
Fhilippines), and the Pederatiovn's contribution towafds the genercl
well=being of this same society, "Is Pax Romana acceptable notiocelly
egnd culturslly?" This is an importeat question in an Asia charged ~rith
nabionalism nascent and sensitive, For us the answer is clear, Tor t.e
9 in Asia it is nots e know that in so far as Pax Romane is ro-ted

in Christ, na*uiorE i iloxs ng i j Hj-c 10w the v toese
exist, In Asia ( Ammp Jj%ingt Eﬂ; Znrist seill

tends o be idenvivicd with "™the many other Torcign importatio:ns" whaich
are cazuses of uprooting, soie of whose baneful influences are scca both
in tine Test and the Bast. We will have to show in our action 1. at there
is no ground for such an identification,

In this regard it is worth noting that therc ave still wany wembers of
our Federations in Asia who are rcletively more in toueh with Zuroosean
wvhov 0t and events than with the social changes that are taking ulace
around taem right inside isia itself. This is a result partly of econonie
coasiderations an. partly of the wholesale transvlantetion of Testern
morms and educatio:, In the process these norws are often watered dowm
and becoie guite veaningless, iestern educaticn in the JZast in the =ain
reteics the form without the substance. Alithis took nlace when nany of
to~dey's nations in Asia were yel unborn., With birth comes growia,

Zoots Tor the uprooted need careful rcplanting, This must be dose in the
~ield, To'do tuis, Asie uneeds men,

hsign weetings

The Catholic Btudents! Socicty of the University of kalaya in collaisorntion
with the Gener:l Secretoriat organised a leadership training covrse in
Dinga-ore this yeur, The basis and sim of such a course rooted in local
Tegional needs and initiative are sound, An anmnuel co rse of e similar
nabure by differeat Federztions could sell be 2 second step i our work

in Asia, The Asian Seminar in Madras was the first, Significardioo are
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vae intensive Hational Leadershi_. Troining camps that toox zlece ia

Indie during the yeare. The central theue for these was "Indie's Social
Zroblem", In its exposition "much lerger issues were involved", ita the
theme also wenlt worlk, "a few miles of road cuilt, 2 few wells dug, oue

or two reediag roous or village schools crected", St{udents are helped in
tals way '"to reslize as a personal probleir the problexm of Indials mile
lions = the problem of & ricn country of poor people" and "that sonev ing
has to be done about it and that they hed to do it", One co:ld perhans
add the word NOW.
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BUR: A HE./SLETTER

The University of iangoon is considered as one of the leading universities

of the East. The staff does have a great influence on the students. 1In

the University as well as outside they are very rmch respected and given a
place of honour, according to the Buriese custoi , even coiing before parents.
The majority of the staff tale an active part in the Teachers' Lssociation
which goes out of its way to be with the students. (h'dne ocecasion our
university soeecer tean was entert.ined by then at a dinner given in their
honour after winning the soccer league., About 25% of the staff are foreigners,
nost of then being Indians, /mericens and Buropeans, Ixcept for a few
demonstrators, wost arc lnmown in the campus as visiting professors and
“lecturers. The heads of Departments are all citizens of the country and

I do think they are quite aware of the countryds needs.

It is conpulsory for all students to be uerbers of the Students! Union on
adnission to the University. The Students' Union has o big sgy in meny
matters of the University. Requests of the students go directly through
the Union, then on to the Senate. In the Unwersztw Council, the supreme
governing body of the University, there are two gruduates who, boing neither
mepbers of the University staff nor students in the University, are nomi-
nobed by the Executive Council of the Union. Tiis alone can show the power
of the Union. '

Leading student organisations in the districts always secm to be of the
party that has control of the Rangoon University Students' Union. It
shows thet the mignhas grentninflnenge on students) tin)Duama.

A handful of students in our Unicn of Burma are directly involved in poli-
tics and they scen to be quite proud of thensclves in being so., They think
that by being actively involved in polities during school and coliege

they will rise to high government posts later on. I just do not know how
long this theory will last; wany of our present high ranking goverament
officers did start while still at college, BEvery year, a fow nonths before
the elections of officcrs for the RUSU it is o common sight on the coarpus
to see students blaring out through loud-speakers rounted on jecps. Their
speoches are of o political turn. Thoy speak with carnest as if they had
to ecrn their living by polities - yet they are students, with their untidy
beings, dewandin, gostures and hoarse voices., A good majority of the
students pass these young uen (someti.es wozen) without giving them o
second glance. I have often scen uany of my fellow-students wallkkaray from
themwith a snile.

The University Catholic Students' Association

The nane of our Federation is University Catholic Students'! Zssociotion =
Rangoun. The seat of the association is at the premises of St. Augustine's
paxrish, 64 Inyao iid.,Rangoon.

Aecording to our constitution, which has been revised last year, its aius
and objects are: -
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(L) To prouiote the study and practice of the Catholic religion anong icubers.
f2) To prowote such religious, intellectual and social activities as vay
be froo tice to tite decided on by the Executive Cormuittee.

To what extent our aiis arc falfilled I caunot say, but I can assure you
that we have a good majority of the students who do go out of their way
in trying to fulfil then. I wo.ld like to tell you of the procedurc of
one type of our get-togothers. On the seccond Sunday of every nonth, we
neet from 3 to 5 p.o., at the club house, Prograume: froa 3 to 4 p.o.,
fomiliar chats, gaues, a talk on religion by our special juest for the
evening, Refreshments follow and we wind up by reciting the Holy Rosary
and with Benediction of the Blessed Sacranvent. This uonthly wellwattcuded
get—together in itself goes a long way in fulfilling our aius end objects.

Ve are only just over 150 Catholic students in our university waieh has

over 7,000 registered studenis, We cannot clain to have a strong influence
but we can say that should any disparaging reuarks in the classes conceruing
religion be madc, our protest would be effective; but such tiings do not
hap.en in Burma, Our Catholic group has o good influcnce and enjoys the
good will, I should even ooy respect of our non-Catholie friends, liany
non-Catholics enquire¢ about our religicn, and a number of thern vay be seen
coriing occasionally to our church.

At present we have no specified scheme of forming divisions of labour aiong
our necbers who wish to participate in tiue consuming activities in other
student associations, \le also have no objections to their wishing to do
so. lembers G2 |our|(@ssicialipn are |alss] befibers-of bildr) grouss and
associctions of students, and sevoral of theom hold imvortant posts in

the Cormxittec of such student associations.

In the University ca jus our C:‘.tizolic Students' Association is well
considercd but up to now we have lnd no sctivity which has produced o signi-
ficant effect on the cumpus, - ' % WS

The Chaplain is member of our Ixcecutive Cdm.iittqe and attends all
meetings , takes part in discussions, and his opinion is always apyreeciasted,

Report of Ronald Hare
Moy 1956 .



CATHOLIC STUDENTS' FEDERATILN OF CEYLON

University Life in iy Couniry

Ours is & young University, just 13 years old, For about 20 years prior
to its establishment there was the Ceylon University College, several of
whose traditions have been grafted on to the new inditution.

My position as a science undergraduate of a year's standing is rother
peculiar from the point of view of this essay. I belong to the Colombo
branch of the University, which is non-residential. This situation will
continue till the buildings are ready at Peradeniya for the science, medica
and cngineering faculties to go into residence. The rest of the universi
went into residence at -eradeniya in 1952,

Traditions are still being formed in the residential section of the
University, It would be too early to assess the achievement or otherwise
of residential life. However, it would scem that our undergr:duatés have
yet to settle down to this new pattern of student living. At present they
are experiencing the drawbacks of a cummunity life to which they ere ine
properly adjusted. The backgnund of the students is so diverse that
commmmity life has its tensions and sometimes manifests itsclf in non=
adult and irresponsible behaviour.

Bven in the residential university, the steff live apart from the students

and therc is a deplorable absence of staff-student relatianshiﬁ. This may

be due to a desire] Oh|EEEIGERAY OF( the |5Eafd I ng®) to-bd | |idvplved' in student
affairs, out certeinly tho’ aloofness is not going to help the studentse

This is so, with a few cxcoptions, in the Colombo section of the University
too, The staff play only a lecturing role and cannot be congidered guides,

There is very little rescarch being done by the staff so much so that a
student is not given an impetus in this direction. Besides, originality
pays poor dividends from the examination point of view for several examiners
like to have their own viows prescnted in the answer papers of the students.

The University's main role has been to turn out graduates, These in turn
becone Government administr.tors, engineers, doctors, teachers, lawyers,

¢tecs The economic structurc of the country is such that graduntes were
forced into these several fields of employment., But soon a chunge will

have to come for there are too many graduntes with too few posts. Thay

will have to turn to agriculture, industry , commerce and not seck Government
cuployment as administrators,

It must however be aduitted that faculties of the University provide a
training for students that results in a sobriety of outlook, a social
awarcness and intercsts in lecrning for = higher end., This in turn depends
to a large extent on the quality and temperament of the individual lecturer
concorned,
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The medium of instruction at the University nas-been Znglish and will
continue to be so for soie time., HEnglish has had a unifying izfluence in
a smlti-racial society like ours., It has also opened to us a window on
the world's learning, Our ideas of liberty, progress and humaniterianism
have come to us largely through the wedium of Inglisii, The longusge has
had a stabilising influence. .

It has at the same time bred a class of people who have becowe iicrecsingly
ignorant of their mother tongue, custous and culture. It has also Dzen
responsible for an increasingly materialistic outlook.

The University's English department is unique in that it has produced some
of Ceylon's best greduates. The staff though Christian oy birth is merxist
and atheistic .n outlook. Despite this its producss include Roman Cetholic
priests and active (atholic, Christian and Suddhist laymen, That is per—
heps due to the content of English literature being to a large extvent
Christien end humenist. Both by precept and example it can be said that
the staff is amoral rather then immoral, They think morality a relovive
coacepte

The University of Ceylon

The University of Ceylon which was founded in 1942, absorbed the older
University Colle e and school of medicine and later the engineering courses
of the Ceylon Tecimical Collegc. Today cocrses in Oriental studies, Arts,
Educztion, Law, Science,Agriculture, ledicine and Veterinary Science

are offercd.

e miversity 4 HGAGAQ CHILAL Q ELELLQ o 4.

fubture it will occupy e site in Peradeniya, near Xandy, where 2ll the
students will be in residence. 4 number of buildings have seen coopleted
.and are in use,since the faculties of Orientel studies, Arts, Law, Agri-
culture and Vetcoinary Scicnee have ccen shiftede At the beginning of ses-
sions in July 1951, there were 2210 students in residence. The facully of
Miedicine will reimnin ia Colombo, since it hos to be near the main hospitel
but e branch of the faculty is projected in Kandy. A census of the students
at the end of 1951 gave the following figurces:

. Axrts 716
i Sinhalese & Tamil Dip. 109
Dip, in Education 48
Lew Degreec 36
Science Degree 223
Lzricul turel Degree 21
Pre-dedical Coursec 116
liedieal Degree 689
liedical Dip. . 19

Dental Surgery Degree
& Dipe 43

Veterinary Secicnce Deg. 19

Engincering Deg, & Tech.
Dipe 156

Zigher Degrees 15



Cormunities of Students
RACTAL Arts and Science Hedicine Total
lden Women lien Woen den - onen
Sinbalese 690 254 348 54 1033 308
Tamils 357 78 255 39 612 117
Burghers 23 12 26 2 49 14
lioors and Falays 30 3 13 - 43 3
Others 8 4 11 3 19 7
1108 351 653 98 1761 449
RALIGIOUS Arts and Science jiedicine Total Grand Total
liem  Women iMen Wonen lden Women
Buidhists 509 183 242 751 216 967
Hindus 256 42 181 437 67 504

Rouen Catis. 1irUNElACABCURDAr @ FUUIO 210

Other Christs.18% 82 103 24 285 106 391
iuslins 38 5 13 — 73 1 4 55
Qthex 10 4 i 2 17 6 23
Students Following dSpecialist Courses

Aredic - 1 Philosochy - T
Indo-Aryan - - Jestern Classics— T
Sansirit - 15 Geography - 15
Jali 15 Mathesstics - 14
Sinhalese - 28 “hysics - y &
Tardl - 6 Choistry - 32
English - 21 Botany - 10
History - 27 Zoology - 17
deconomics — 96

Since University education is free too, the university has given en
impetus to study, so that there are quite a nunber who want to study
further, The graduates turned out, have helped to fill the newly crecated
Yechnical and sduisistrative posts, since several develogzent schemes were
started after independence, But the University has failed to tmke the
graduate reslize thzt he has to meel the needs of the service fields,

The graduate has a technique and not a vocation.



The World Congress

The great honour of representing tie Ceylon Catholic Students! Federation
at the World Congress of Pax Romana held at Hottingham was mine, The
expenses of this trip were very generously borne by the 4sia Foundation,
for which the Ceylo.. Federation is grateful,

The wost important aspect of the world Congress was the opportunity afforded
to meet students and graduates of different countries, exchange ideas and
through them establish countacts in these countries, Hence we wo ld corr—
espond with ihe Federations in these countrics on a more imtivatc basi

and discuss the best methods of solving the provecms that erop up in

the student environment., I gathered that the cass method of worlking

oy orzanising lectures and discussions alone, will not suffice, and must

be supplemented by the md.lndua.l apgroa.cn. I feel that more study groups
mist be formed,

The symposium on "The notion and present use of the Umvcrs:.’lw enabloed
me to arrive at the following conclusicns:

1, In nearly all countrics thore is vesy little or no vocational gu.dance,
provided by tae university. Hoenece the neceds of the service fields arc not
mes adequately since they offer little remuneration, This is especially
so in Asia,

2s Specialisation starts too early and morcower there is morc specisli-
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becoie centres of specialiasm not centres of foruations,

3 In Burowvcan and Americon Universitics unlike in Asisn universitics
there is very close cmtact between the professor and the student,

4y In Asicn Universities the systom of teaching asks a good memory DOWer
and not judgement thusekilling the spirit of initiative of the student,
The conclusions of special importance to Ceylon arrived ot by the sim
cormissions are as followsi—

On the threshola of professio.al life the yo.ng graduate Yinds that his
personal aspirations do not weet the needs of socicty and also thac pro-—
fessions count on practical exporicnce though the University izmaris
Imowledge, The mein problem here is that the youny graduste does not
consider his occupation as a vocation, This makes the young graduste
very reluctant to accept an interneship period, Liorcover during
interneship the salary is much lower than after qualifying. The Ceylon
Federation should try to form a vocationnl juidance service as suggoestod
by the Cormrission sinec the voeation —as to be puided from the begiming
teking both, the nceds of the service ficlds and his persomal acditions
into account;

The Cormtission on tiac Young Groduate ia Socicty served the useful purpose
of leying down what the youny graduatc expects fron socicyy and the obli-
gotions of the young Lra,d.ua.uc to socicty.
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The findings of the Commission on "The cultural development of the Young
Graduate" are quite important since a remedy to the danger of excessive-
specialisation was discussed, The young gradugte should interest himself
in philosophy and theology. In some Universities of the United States
and France, adult courses in philosophy and other humanities are Lrov1ded
for tecnnologlats, who after some time realize the necessity to acqnalnt
themselves with these branches of learning, In England such courses are
provided by the Wewman Association. It was suggested that Federations
provide adult education courses in philosophy, theology, scripture and
sociology. The Ceylon Federation .hag done something of this nature but
a mor¢ regular coursc should be more useful, The newly formed graduate
association hos formed a social guild, which will discuss social problems
and attbempt solutiuns,

The Commission on ethical and moral problems fouad that the young greduate

is not preparcd Lo meet the moral problems that confront him, This is

more so in Ceylon, the chief causes being poor salaries as also a lack of
proper moral formation. The Federation has an obligation in this connection,

The Commission on the Life of Faith found th.t the young graduste tends to
suffer a crisis of faith on entering a profession, A proper religious
formation in the schools as well as an intense spiritual life is necessary
to get over this crisis. In Ceylon the crisis usually occurs when students
enter the universily. The Ceylon Federation should lay an emphasis on
spiritual life.

The Commission oF 0 tgsl r@sP@;{HF’ of merried

and ummprried professional omen, but emphaszsed that the pritery duty of
a married woman is her family. The Commission found that mony women gnw-
duates did not receive a sufficient formation. Thewe are very fow
professional women in Ceylon and it would be quite useful if Federations
of other countries sent us literature on the specific problems of wamen
graduates

The symposium on the Young Graducte behind the Iron Curtain, helpe& ne to
obtain a truthful victure of the situation.

The Ceylon Federation will publicize the findings of the World Congress in
the next issue of the Builetin. It is a pity that financial difficulties
prevented Ceylonese fron attending earlier World Congresses of Prxilomana,
since I have bencfitted a great deal., Thesc congresses would be even more
fruitful, if all the National Federations as well as the delegates, prepared
well in advance and cooperated with the general scerctariat by answering

the fact-finding questionnaircs sent out,

Unlike same of the other delogates I could not attend any of the leader

ship training co.rses, The University of Ceylon was irn session at the

time of the Congress and I was granted leave only for two wecks, Hence I

had barely sufficient time to attend the Congress, After the congress,

I made use of the few days at ry disposal to visit the Univergity of Lceds

and of Oxford which made me realize even nore, that student-staff rclaticnships
in the University of Ceylon,a®c¢ far frem the ideal,
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The Federation has still a long way to go to achieve its objects., The
traditional progroime of action has to be modified.

Finally,-l will enumerate my recomuentetiong to the Federation , I have
not explained the need for some of the recommentdations since the ecrlier
pert of this account explains itbs

1, Urg nisation of a vocational guidance service with the help of the
graduate association on the lines recomuended py the World Congress.

24 Direeting the units that general meetings consisting of lectures and
discussions will net do and that svell study groups must be formed, Lec—
tures will not help unless the students have studied fhe subject,

3. Fommlating a coordiusted programme of work for the various units.

4e¢ Orgonising more study Uays which should be based on the progpraiue of
work of the various units.

S5e¢ liakdng every eifort to seec that the students attending the study
camp prepare the theme for discussion. If the students do not préparc there
is no purpose scrved, in orgonising a study caump.

6s Orgmnisation of courses in philoso hy, tineology and sociology in

semmetion HHFtIOICEG Cuitiar o' Futuro

Te Laying special emphesis on the importance of the intense spiritual
life which a student should lead and making a special effort to see that
thhe spiritunl aspeet is not forgotten at the study caip,

Sirilar A. Silva
Delegate to the World Congress and
Inverfederal Assembly 1955

COL. ENT

In this codext of affairs, it is r ather a depressing thought that in
Ceylon students of University standing arc not peruitted to teke an initia-
tive on their own as they have to bow down to the whius and fancies of
authority.

The Students! Union of the University of Ceylon desired to spouisor the
forrmtion of a National Uni.n of 3tudents, That, we believe, is e vabber
that should nave been left entirely in the hands of the students, However,
authority has prevented us from doing anything with regard to this. We
strongly feel that the University should not stand in the way of active
cooperation among students of Undergrnduate stending, even if such coope~-
ration may involve the students in active politics, In Ceylon students

arc lod,ed in watertighl compartuents, isolated from each other, For example,
the Law students have no chance of accepting whav a University con give then
and the University has no contact whatsocver with the Law College,.



iuech has been said on student behaviour in the past, Jhether Comuissions
inke adverse findings against students or not, student behaviour will remain
Y e some tae world over, Jub there are occasions /hen students exceed their
rigats, It is natural that students in o group suifer from what is popu~—
larly knovn as "mob psychology". As o matter of fact, any gathering is
suscepiible to this ailuent. :

As long as students carry out their pranks without interfering with the
public, everybody concerned ap recintes it.  But once these righits are
exceeded it is undoubtedly o matter t¢ be deplored, There are occacions
when o little fun ot the expense of the ublic can be tolerated, but if
this benaviour is such os to bring the jood nome of the Union into dis— .
reoute, the Union has to teke a sitand.

Hobody will grudge us o little fun, (after all we arc in the priie of
youth), but let is also be gentldmen, worthy of the title "Undergraocunte .
gentlemen,” Let us lmow where to draw the line between hooli cnism cnd
high spirits. : 4

On the other nand the authorities should realize that the only woy of
getting rid of irresponsibility among students is to give them respoussi-.
bilities. It is only when they can form themsclves together thet such
responsisility will appear. e weleome the oft~repeated words of our
new Vice~Chancellor thot the University should ouild character in
stuients, This could only be done by giving thew more resp nsibility -
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From Article by ikchinda ‘ehelpan Nala
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CATHOLIC STULENTS' SOCIZTY - TiE UNIVE.SITL OF MALAYA
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The idea of the University of ialaya is aliost as old as the colony
of Singa ore. It cauc frou Sir. Stamford Raifles in 1823, but
it wag not until 1905, i.e., over 80 years, that a step was taken
in this direction., In that year the 'straits' settlements and
the Federated mlay States Government ldedical School was founded,
Phrough public support, this latter was expanded and in 1912 +the
nae of the school was changed to the King Edward VII biedieal
School. In 1929 a Departuent for Dental Surgery was formed and
in the same year Raffles College for higher education was founded,
It was hoped that this college would form the nucleus of a fubture
university. During the Japanese occupation of ialaya, tae normal
functions of King EUWARD VII College and Raffles College had to
be suspended, At the end of the war in 1946, the lMedical College
was returned to its proper functions and in the next year Raifles
College was alsc functioning, while the work of rehabilitation wus
still incomplete. This wus the state of affairs when the Carr—
Saunders corriission on University Bduecation in Malaya arrived in
Singapore in 1947. The Cormission recormended in their 'Report
on University Education' that the King BEdward College of Liedicine
and Raffles Collepe be amalgaated and fermed into a University of
lalaya.

The Uhiversity of lalaya came legally into existence in 1949 with

the R%. Honorable lalcoln iacDonald as Chancellor and Dr. G.Ve. illen,
C.B.B. as Vice-Chancellor. The College of iiedicine becaue tie Facully
of liedicine, and the Raffles Coliege the Faculties of Arts and
Science M blersity (s pn adtomoous bpdi jandthe present
Vice=Chanecellor is Bir sSydney Celne KCiG.

The ains and purposes of the University of Lalaya can be found
in the report of the Carr-Saunders Commission on higher educ vion
in linloya.

"This country is populated by people of nany races ueinly
iinlayans, Chinese and Indiens. Bach cummnity retains 1vs
traditional way of life, very little intummrriage, so for as
they do with a minirum of social iutercourse, There is so little
else thot binds them togetucr in the way of traditi.n, religion,
apmition or outlook shered in comon.

Thus the Commission recommended that tue main task of the University
was to foster the growth of eitizenship by concentrating on ,
problews cuimon to all, Ancther task was to retein cnd Sreserve
all that wos best in loeal tredition and culture - especially
because of tae wealth of culturcl diversity.

The University was to meet the voedti nal needs of the couniry.

"I4 is the ain of o University Educati.n to enlarge the

sphere of interest, to suerpen sensibility, to quicken: pereep-
tibility and to deepen sympathy. All University students sho. 1ld
be brought into touch with rusic, literature and the fine arts,
In other words, university educati n should be liberal,as well

as vuenti.nel, general as well as special",
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The University is very young and all the aims are not realised yet. I would
state here that the University is not isolated from the people of lialaya.
This is secn in some of the regearch projects done by the staff and the
students, e.g.: ;

o) "Resettlement in the New Villages of lalaya"™ . 1954

b) "Report on Salah South New Village" (in lMialaya).

¢) The research projects undertaken at the request of the Diagnostic.
Survey Team mnd begun in 1953 was completed during the year and will form
part of the report accompanying the lVaster Zlan of Singapore, The study
covercd certain habits of living, particularly as regards leisure time,
shopping and fanily occupational patberns in new artisan quarters and old
tenement blocks. This research forms part of the training of students in
social studiocs.

d) Researcih on suicide in Asian sommmiities — a survey of suicide patterns
in neighbouring countrics is still in progress.

and many others.

The loaders of the country are invited to give tallks to the undergraduates.
The Malayen mathematical and science socicty of lklaya mainly menaged by the
staff of dhe University help to disseminate :nowledge and stimlate interest
among the students in the country. Now public lectures arc given in the
University campus. All these points and many others show that the Thiversity
does not separate itsclf from the public.

In the Universitr—dxH@innEicuis) the |aHif) 23iténica- o] #fc@pbtion. A lot of
time is given to academic work and there is vay little time for liberal edu-
cation and for activities outside the course, There is a lack of interest
shovn in sports and serious discussion, ctc. Interest in the Fine Arts -
music and dramae, is reviving. The great majority of students spend most of
~their time either .t lectures or in the University library. There is however
great interest shown in the general election to the students' council — an
annual affeir, As an evidence of the statement, let me quote the case of the

- Yast election. The Dunearn Hostel, the largest house here, had 34 students
fighting for 11 seats, The large number of students standing for election,
,~the effort made in canvassing for votes through contact and sosters and finally
the rosponse from the registercd voters soint to what has been menticned above,
There are two'political partiesiin the University - the Democratie Club
and the Socialist Club., The organs of the two arc the "Demcerat" and the
"Fajar" respectively. The Sociaslists' idcology has not convinced the majority
of students bul a good number of thosc who belong to the club are actives

The three religious socicties in the University are: "The Catholic Students!
Society", the "Christian lioveient" and "The Muslem Socicty,

Hore is an extract of the Catholic Students' Society from Rev. Father
licissonniér's article on "The Society",

"Our Socicty is a special kind of friendly gathering of studenis,
the character of which is a whole-hearted unity of desire to work
together for Christ and his Churchs
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"In 1938 a young student, Mr. Chang win Tat, joined Raffles College.
4s he found the atmosphere not very helpful to his Catholic Faith,

he pathered together some of his fellow-students with the idea

of intensifying and incrcasing their spiritual life and sproeding
the Faith around them. The little group, keenly supported by Frof.
E.S. lionteiro, then a young lecturer, placed itself under the

special protection of St. Thomas Aquinas, but the war ut a stop to
their endeavour. '

"In the Course of the year 1947, soue students from Haffles College
and from the King Tdward VII College of edicine took up the idea
again and set to work to form a group after the example of their
predecessors,

"Being all agreed in principle, they wented to co-ordinate their
first offorts in a proctical manner, and to give expression to this
in a fellowship that was genuinely Catholic. Their essential aim
was to combine a proper ambition to succced in their profession
with the developing of a personel Catholic life.

"Dr, Licw Fu San was the moving spirit of this group, the Catholic
Collegeins' Socicty, which has since become the Jatholic Students!
Socicty with the merging of the Raffles College and King Bdward VII
Colloge of liedicine into the University of lalaya.

"Profossionti trafning tiad \cathbiié oraining st lge/hand in hands
this point has always been kept in view, The proper object of the
Society is to help its wembers to become men of worth and, ot the
same time, sincerc active Catholics.

"Then, in the future, former meubers of the Society fired with this
spirit would be able to act together as a leaven within their pro-
fossions as a specifically Catholic source of influence,

"The Socicty is governed by on Executive Committec consisting of a
Prosident, o Vice-President, an Honorary Seerctary, an Honorary
Treasurer, a representative from each of the threc Faculties, and
an ordinary independent metber, This committee is not so mmch

a 'government! as a nucleus or source of that dynewmic enthusiosm
which characterizes the Socioty, vis; friondliness, hosyitelily,
and charity and a desire to serve Christ and His Church.

"The Society is open to Catholic students of the University. Non-
Catholics are also welcaue, In fact, the Society welcouis all those
who wish for an atiosphere of friendship in order to prepare themsclves
best for their life-work, be it medicine, teaching, the law, ctc.

"By entering our Society every Catholic student undertakes to develop
his Faith and to radiate it around him, and at the sanme time to realize
his or her present vocation as a student by hard work ond by charity.
He should therefore do his or her best to take part in our Dialogue
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Mass on the first and third Sundays in the month, for this is the
collective prayer of the Christian community. The members of the
Society also should cone to the amnual retreat; the talks on (ohrls—
tian culture and the conferences on medical ethics,

'The meeting-place of the Society is at the Catholic Centre, 73 Bras
Basah Rd, Singapore, where the Students' Room is open from eight o'clock
in the morning to ten at night. The room is comfortably furnished,
thanks larg:ly to the generosily of graduates. There is a library

open on trust to all membars. Here then is a room where you can sit
dowvn and rest, smoke a czl.garot‘be. read a review, talk to your friends,
meet your chaplain.

"Like all other groups of Ca*ho"*: cbudeuts , our Socie hv is affiliated
to PAX ROMANA, the inlernation: OV A

Catholic Students. Each mout.. we receive the publication 'Fax Romana',
which is the link between all the different groups. '
members of the Society tool part in the world enquiry on '"'The Foung
Gradunte = Frow Jusiversity to Life,

"The Society is the grouping of Cathclic students of the University of
linlaya.  Its chaplein is appointed by His Excellency the Bishop of
lialacca. It foliows from this that the Society is not mercly one
among other groups, but is & kind of 'parish' and its chaplain has

the gpiritual care of all the Catholic students of the Universiiye.
This is ‘B _perish shoss Aifitp jave a9t girfunsgnibednby geographical
boundaries, bul aresaetérmined by the Tact that 1ts members are
inscribed in the University. "

A Brief Account of the Trip as Delegate to the Pax Romana World
Congress and Intorfedernl Assewbly -- 1958

On July 24th, I sterted on my journey that was to last for more than
two moaths. I was geing %o attend the Pax Romana Interfederal Assembly
and the World Congress iu the United Kingdomn and also a leadership
graining course in the Continent. The first break in the journey

was at Rome, After two days thers, I proceceded to Fribourg (Switz~
erland) to the General Secrciariat of Pax Romana. The University of
PFribourg is situated toere, ‘ter aboub & week at Fribourg, during
which I had the opportunity of mecting the staff of Fax Romens and
witnessing the work., I left for Gemen in Germeny.

Here an intermational weebing was organised under the auspices of

Pax Romana., The theme of the mueting was: "The Family in the Vorld
Today". This mceting takes place annually and it was first organised
not long after the Second World War with the wmain purpose of establishing
relations between the students of the various cowmtries in Durope.

It is o difficult task but it is proving to be more and wore

successful,

Then, I journcyed . /fngland to attend the Pax Romana Interfederal
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Assembly at Ratcliffe College, Leicester and the Pax Romana 23rd World
Congress at Nottingham, The Assembly is an annual international mectinge
. One of the most important items on the agenda was the drarting of the
programme of the  tivities for the following yeaT. The programine was
as followss;—

a) Regional work

b) Mectings

¢) Relations with International organisations

d) Publications

e) Sub-Secretariats

f) Collaboration with ICMICA - 2 N
(ICMICA means International Catholic lovememt for Intellectual and Cultural
Affairs).

g) Entraide

h) The Welcome of foreign students.

The proposed Programme of Activity for 1956 ‘includeds -
1. Organisation of a regiomal meeting in balaye, August 1956, This would
be attended by staff members who would also visit certain Asien Fede—

rations.

2. The Study by the General Secerctarizt of the situation and needs of all
the Catholic Grous in the Universities in Asia and Austrelia.

The Asian participants mct to discuss the above items and the report
which they presented ‘o the general assembly contained some recormendatiofs
regarding regional work in Asia.

Immcdiately after this, we departed to sattend the World Congress (August
17th to 25th)., The theme of this Congress was “The problems of the young
graduate". Discussions camuenced along the following lines:—

1, Tho greduste on the threshold of the business and professional life,

2+ The young graduate in Society.

3s The cultural development of the young groduates

4, The ethical and moral problems which the young graduate faces in his
profegsional life, _

5 The young graduate and the life of Mmithe

6o The problems of the young woman graduate.

Six comiissions each dealing with one aspect of the young graduate's pro-
blens were forued, There was a seventh cormission dealing with "The .
welcome of foreign students", The problems were discussed and likely
solutions proposed. Previous to the Uongress, questionnaires on the thene
had been sent out to the varisus Catholic groups. The views sent in were
surrarised and discussed in the can.issions. Then at the closing session
the findings and the general conclusions were presented to the general .
asseribly, The Congrcss terminated on the 8th day, i.e., August 25th,.
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I had the ouportunity of spending a few days in London, Lexving this city,

I yent to aris. L siort leadershiy tr Aning course wes orgonised there

by UNESCOU for sase delegates, The course mostly of inforial telits, on ‘the
woriking of the vnrious de) sertients, It was both interesting and instructive.
ir. rhilip Lon Fook Seng (Pax Rouens Gener-l Secretari: +t) Anton lieoliono
(Indonesia) ond I visited the lorld Asseubly of Youth in Joris. ‘Then the
Yaree of us left for Fribour,, Switzerland, where I spent another weeks

In Geneve I was fortun.te enough to visit the "Palais des Wations". I broke
4y return journey at Ceylon, where I stnyed for one weel as guest of the
Ceylon Cetholie Students' lioverent and dev, Futher Dominic Lewis.

Benefits Uerived and Recomiendntbions to ihe Cotiolic Students Socicty of
the University of Mclaya

Only by the assistonce of the isia Foundation, was the Cotholic Students!
Socicty, University of lialaya able to send o ‘delegete to the Fax Romens
Inberfedersl Asseobly for the first time. This is an icport ot anoual
rieeting where the policy for the following yeir is decided end it is
irmportent thet the interests of the OSSUM cre presented here, ALt the Inter-
federal Lsseubly one of the projects .nssed by the uelegates wos the
regionel ceeting in Lugust 1956 in liclayone )
At this Congress, I wos able to serve the interest of CSSUM tardugh catact
with the notional leaders, delegntes and Gireciors of Pox Romens Sub-
Scerctariats, - In foct the whole journcy afforded great o portun‘t‘by

to contsst Leeafmy, i) meierspf A UL ™ o=

L%t the Congress Malaya was represented, The lmowledge and expericnce geined,
I a= sure, will help me in oy work for tae CS5Uk. The leedership treining
co rse in Paris ~gain was very usefuls It efrorded to those wh. followed
the coursc great opportunities of cantecting the stef?,and learning the
activities of UNASCU,especially those of the Zducation and Youth Jepartments.
I was able to contact, ocsides national leaders, steff of the interanti-nal
orgraisations, the Juropesn students and peoples This tarew scae light
on the youth activitics in sone Buropean countrics, the views of ihe
Studcis on the varicus topics such as colonielisz, and in short o
glizuse of student life in souie durope.n comtries. The whole jowrney
wes o great personal experience and I will try wita the knowiedge gGoined,
to work for the Cataclic Students' Society, University of lielayo.

Recormendations

1, That a camittee responsible for tac orgmnisciion of dhe regicnal

ieeting in sugust 1926 in lislaye be set up a8 early as .ossible and that

this nweting should be the followeu: of the isian Seminer, The rezuons for
this nre obvicus, There is ‘less than a ye r before this ueetmg, seterializes.

2¢ (&) That student leaders should undertale a ca,rezul study and evalude
tion of the ubliczstisns issued by the Sub-Secrctariat for Social Lction,
This will be one menns of bringing about e clarificetion and understanding
of the situ.tion and nced of Catholic groups in the Universities in Lsiae
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iirs Erich Tradt, Director of Pax Romana Sub-Secretariat of Social
Formation has expressed his willingness to help Social Guilds and
individuals with books sent free of charge.

(b) That social action be planned and groups in different areas of
ilnlaya be organised to do this during the vacation. I have in mind the
questionnaire on the Social problems in lialaya planned by the CSSUM for
its members, This social survey and action will serve as leadership
formation, helpi .g our members to realize the conditions of their
neighbours - the pre-U. students, the new-villagers, the poor in the
slums, the workers. -

3. That effort be made to help the Pax Romana General Secretariat financially
by patronising the Fax Romaena Journal, etc., Pax Romana as an important
international organisation will be able to represent the views of Catholic
graduates and students all over the world, and carry out projects connected
with students' problems and activities,

Augustine Ong
Delegate from Melaya to Interfederal
Assembly and World Congress - 1955,

Fundacéo Cuidar-o Futuro




THE ALL Iilwlh CATHOLIC UNIVESSITY FEDERATI N

Three Years of AICUP Activitics

1st National Congress — lbdras 20-22 Decenber 1952
Cl‘..Obiioﬂl.ﬂl'ﬂl.t...ttlll...lo...bl.‘l.lﬂl'l.la...

Puring three days, 2,700 students from all over India studied and
prayed together, They disceered the great unity and wonderful
diversity they represented -~ a faithful inage of the wnity and
diversity of their lptherland, The Congress revealed to the
TndianChurcl vhe splendid treasure she possesscs in her student
Youth.

It was also & touching wanifestation of international Chrisiien
(and student)s olideiity: we allude here to the raterial and
spiritual help discretely offered py the Pax Rowana feuily to
the rising Indian Federation.

Serivusness of study and an acute sense of respunsibility marked

the work of the varicus cauiivtees, Some of the resolutions passed
were to give a decisive orientatiun to the Federation for the

three years Vo coues

— development of Leadership within the Pederation;

—-sprecding of the 'cell-technique!;

~ strengthening of the unity so deeply experienced during the Congress;
- tiore active participatiun in National reconstruction.

Year 1953-

=225 Rindagso Cuidar o Futuro

Pirst Hational Leadership Camp: Miysore April-iay 1953 (11 days,
37 students)

This caup was the Tirst step to izpleuent the resolutions passed
at vadras, o first atbompt at creating a network of friendship
between student leaders frow all the parts of the countryes

The there, "The Leader paker of unity" was chosen to iapart to
the delogates a uore seute conscicusness of their responsibilities
in a country striving for the harmonious integraticn of its
linguistic and religious cogmnities,

The ¢ p, besides, was to acquaint 37 leaders with the 'cell-
technique! and the 'enguiry metinod', which onee back to their
respective town, they were to comrmmicate to their GSU mitse

Social worlk (in particalar the building of a simll adult educas
tion centre in a slum) aived at developing in then the sense of
service and initiative, Since the leader mmst be a wan of culture,
& ware of the cultural riches of the past but also fully conscious
of the new develoments of technology, the Cawmp provided the
students with full opportunity to visit liysore's world-farious
artistic treasures as well as some of its most up-to-date achieve-
ments: research institutes, modern factories, dams, etce
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The spiritual formatiocn was not forgotten: Iiass and prayers
in common, recollection day, holy h.ur, ete., aimed at develo—
ping in each ome a decp sensc of prayer, both perSQna.l and li=
turgical,

In fact, the yysorc leadership canp was to be the pilot caup
for the Federaticn. It has inspired all the caups which were
organised laters ) ' .

The CSU Central Coiziittec veeting (Tiruchirapalli, July 1953)
gave a more cuncrete turn to the resoluti.ns already pessed atb
Mgdras and Mysora,

The Chaplain’s Sessiuvn (Madras 19-23 Decenber 1953) helped to
consclidate the work already achieved. It stressed the need
of o nore thorough formmtion — spiritual and doetrinale

Ernalulai: withessed the Pirst Regional Conference (April-idey
1954) with & thousand students frow the South eand a few repre—
sentatives froo the Norta (Caleutta and subay). The orge-
nisation of the Conference was fully entrusted to the students
thenmselves, who showed o recarkable seuse of initiative and
responsibility, together with a splendid spirit of cooperation.
The work of the study-groups showed a uarked advance on the
tadras Congress.

the Conteroied HMIRIGOUD dod LHGISH 6 frolIELdbi@hiy oacie;

one for bow at Thevera (50 students) and the other for 1ady
students (35) at St. Teresa's Collese - this was the first
leadershi caiup organised for lady stuuents by the Federatiocn,

Throughout the yeor, the PFederati n witnessed the formetion of
new CZU units and the spread of the 'cell-techniquee

Year 1954-1955

SeSABINPOORCEE

The year 1954-1955 was rainly iarked by a deepening of the work
of the previvus year, A striking exemple was the Central Com-
pittee wecting held at Madras in July 1955 soon after the transe
for of the Federntion Headquarters from Tiruchirepalli. The
Meeting showed 2 real progress, both as regards the namber of

the delegates and the nethod of work.

The first part of the year (July-Deceiber) was mainly devoted
to the preparation of the Asign Seminar,.

Asian Seidnars biadras, 10 December 1 - 2 Jamuwary, 1955,

This Seminar — “the uost outstanding event in the ficld of edu-
cation during the past yesr" (Bishop Raymond) - was the first
experience of the Federatiun in internmatiocuel .eetings. The
Indian Federation cannot b¢ sufficiently grateful to Fax iHotana



for having been choscn as the host for this first lieeting of
Asian Student leaders. It broadencd cur horizons and developed
in us the sense of internaticnal solid.rity. Contaet with
leaders from abroad helped the Federation to becwle tore swore
of its responsibilities both towerds indiz and towards the in-—
ternptional curmnity. bore precisely, the Seminar strengthened
our links with Pax Rouana and specially with the other Asian
Foderations, and as such has bevn o first step towerds the buil-
ding of an Asien Coixmmnity of C.tholic students, Above all the
Seuinar has been for all those who tock part in it as wnforget—
toble experience of the Unity of the Churchin the varioty of |
the races and culturcs which she shelters,

Third Noticnnl Leadership Camp (Ooty April-diy 1955). This

. Caup was cunceived more or less on the lines of the lLiysore

" Campe liore stress, however, was pubt to bear on the doetriasl
formation of the leaders, since there was o fecling in the
Pederation that rmch had still o be dane in this respect, The
car had besides a mere pronounced "Social bias", and was basod
on the study of "Towards & Soletiun", This Corp bas had o
decisive influence on the activities of the yoar that follovwod;
it has served as & basis for the various Regional Coips, and
orientated the Federatiun towords a wore deterwined partici-—
pation in Nwitional Boeial Schenes, 3
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atd awwng students in non=Catholic Colleges, One notices clso
nn inerensing eagerness nc: ug the tesbers to teke part in
Netivnel social coips (Konjour Carp, for the Students for St
‘Teresa's College, and Chalakudy Caup for St. Albort's College
Students).

Year 1955-1956
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The yoor 1955-1956 is verked by e rultiplicity of initiabivos.
Now Constituticns arc passcd (Central Comrdtiee Meeting, Lodras
July 1955) and new degicns are formed, each one with its Regio=
nal Cormittee snd cetivities, The nethods of work evolved and
learnt in the Naticual Leadership Carps, the now ideals disco=
vered and the qualitics of leadership developed in these carps
-ud other federation activities now reach the level of the Je=-
gion and of the local units. Hence an overflowing of activities:

All Kerale Scecial Leadership Coups QMQMMIerry, 17-23
Septewber 1955, attended by 36 students fron: the various Colleges
of Kerala.

Stella lmris Social Lemdership Carp: uwadras 22-29 Sepie.ber,
atiended by 50 lady stulents from all over the South,



Two Social Leadership Camps: Orgamised by the e lgaum groups:
one at desargi (September) with 21 College boys '
one at Zelpaum itself (Uctover) for lady students (35 girls)

lysore Regional Leadership Camps (17-22 October) for students (21
boys and 13 girls) of tue Sungalore, engalore and liysore Hegiona

The All Kerala Hegional Confercuce, Trichur 18-20 uoveuber, waich
gothered more than T00 delegates frow the waricus Colleges of
Kercle,

Lastly, the Commnity Project Work Comp of Werumburs (9-23 Deceuber)
in tie Tirukalikundran Comemnity development Slock «xen). '

This Camy marks an important step towerds a greater particization

of the Federation in Hational recoustruction. It is slso syuptooatio
of the desire of the Federation to opmmore and more its activitios
and serviees to all University students, irrespective of their
religion (out of 73 campers 25 were non-Catnolies)and thus to
fulfill its missi.a within the University milieu sud within the
Natiovnal Comxmmity. The unpreced.nted suecess of dne derutihx Camp
is largely duc to the great fricndship and unity whica preveoiled
amony; the campers. It is likely to influcnec the fubturc activities
of the Federation.

Throughout tltiuvﬂxd,g‘.g%g% &Q Icgeatsl% Eildu;il;ll:guciallv

in thie Horta:s Bombay ond Cnleutta Hegions, and even up %o Delhis
4 new venbture deserves a speciel menti .n: the starting of o Brapch
of the AICUF in the United States with a view te linking bopetaer
 tiue Indian Catholic students studying in the States and of csla-—
blishing precious contacts between them and the Studeats in Indice

- Conclusions

Within three years, the Federation has slowly evolved & genuine
wothod of woss myinly through Leadership Carps. It is tuis method
which is bein, adopted more and wmore by the CSU units. The Wational
carps and Repional Confervnces have rade for an inereascd scase of
solid rity and cooperaticne Through its various activities the
Pederation is slovly training its own 'eadres! who will wore ond
pore take up the full responsibility” of the Moveiknt. liueh rensins
to be done, specially at tihe loeal level, knd there is the wvargeat
question of orgonising our young ir-uuates, dut no doubt our fede—
mtion is on tlic ta¥chseee . v

(The King's Rally = Vol XZLILI ioe 3)



(India continucd)
CSU LiEniDEYS AT vLoIRAS

The 75 dclegates who gathered at lindres, represented nore than 40
colleges, lost of then were Presidents or Sccretaries of groups,
and as such tacy stood for a total student population of more vhan
10,000 Catholic University boys and girls. It wo.ld be wrong to |
pat too zmch stress un naibers, but in @ moveicut like ours numbers
connot be eltogether ignored. Recognised by the ficrarchy of India
as the officisl organ of University Catholic Aetion, the Feduration
is responsible before God for the enormous unss of students thet
crowd our Universities, aud first of all for the thousends of
Catholic Unive sity poys rud girls in our Collcges. It wo ik be
untrue to its wission i? umiindful of the mony, it were to restrict
itself to the few, The duty of the few is precisely to work

the mass and lift it up to God.

There wns, aowever, one seadow in the picture. On account of the
distances and also beeguse it is now tera time, nobody had cuie
fron the Worth. But the thought of our brothers and sisters in
the North was alwoys present in our discussions. We know thot they
too-are working up there, aud that the Northern wegions of the
Pederation are slowly coming into shape. New groups are being
formed everywiere, in the far distant Universities of the Worth

- bra.w little grouus which one by one appesr on the map of indis

ke the sbfry fttaCEG Sl dar o Futuro
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REGI ivAL AND NATIONAL O.GINIS PIH

The ricst iaportant feature of the new Constitutiun is the greater
a,utoncu,r rivon to the Rogivas. Soven Hegions have been forzed,
sach one with its wepional Centre and degional Comzittecs Thus 2
s:.ver....l questivus Waoh hitucrte used o be settled by the Foderal 5 ¢
Centre will henceforth be decided at the repional level, This
will result im o eoasiderable saving of tiue and expense, and ens
grenter efficiency of work.

The cohesion of the moveuent will not be i paired by tls regiovnal
orgruisatione The Central Executive with its fiftcen members will
advantageously replace the old Cencrel Cormittec, whieh, with the
growth of the Federatiun, hau beeoic aluost ummnageables It will
decide all the tajor issuvs bemrilg on the Federatiun os a wacle,
such as electiuns of the Pederati.n officials, national activities,
the setting up of new Regions,ete, The Ffirst act of the newly
constituted Central Coauittee was to elect the Presidentw, Secrciexy
and Teeasurer of the Federation for the year. The swift and smwoth
way in which the eleetions were gene through sugurs well for the
futurc,

-
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Another iuportant Sectiun deals with the local groups. It is on
theu, ultitately, on their vitality, thet the vigour of the entire
organisil depends. The federation as a whole will be whit its indi-
vidual groups are. No avount of regicnal or mational organisation
will ever uake up for the deficiencies at the local level, e have
perhaps too rmch forgotten in the past this cleientary truts, and
have not always piven to tuc local units the attention they deserve,
e 1ust now concentrate wore on the work of the groups, on the
intelloctusl and spiritual training of each of our nerbers, if we
wont our woveient to te.r the rich fruits the Church in Indio ex-
peets frooa it: “The 411 India Catholic Umiversity Federotioness
is really the best and wost efficicnt organisaticn of specizlised
Cotholic fetion in India and holds out bright hopes of raising
young Catholic leaders for our country" (CeS. CoIs Report, 1954-
1955, P. 27).

To forn these young Cotholie leaders, so rmech wontew, tacre is

need of a more istense spiritual life. And it is a henlthy sign
that several groups should already aave felt this need of 211
authentic Crtholie Acetion., wonthly CSU dinsses, Wecollections,

Holy Hours ctC... have alr.ady been introduced by some gro.ps ond
it is to be hoped that they will become the general practice of

the Federaticn, The now Constitution stresses this need for prayer,
vhich is "the soul of the apostolate", The nore gencrous we all
show curselves towards God, as says St. Ignatius, the core generous
will the Divine lajesty show dimself towards us.

Provision :i.!: QLIIJ;]%Q@:EO ;1 ch:q qgrfg gclﬁlmrp Althongh

aoney is nut the be-nll and end-all of everything, o niniimm of

it is roquired for the work to go ahead, ¥Even the gruat Sit.
Therese of iwvila used to say "Theresa alone c.n do nothing. Taoe=
reso and Jesus can do souctaings. Thercsa, Jesus and soncy cea do
everything." One coumot expect o stusent boveuent ever to roll

a1 gold, but it should ve our ain to make each of our units cod the
Federation as o whole self-supporting. Cormon endeavours such os
entertainnents, benefit shows, cle., arc imeh to be cotiended,
These carmon cndeavours will, besides, do much towards bringing
us closer together, Thoy will develop in us that sense of soli-
darity and fellowship which coues fron working together for a
coizion causc siad frow sharing with others the fruits of cux lobours

The new Constitukion had hardly been passed when we felt a now
enthusiasi: stenl over the uelegates, The officials of the Fedow-
ration were elected unnnivwously end in a spirit of great friendli-
ness, and each Hegion got busy prepering its next Repionel Liecting
end planning its regivnel activities. Four fegional Leadership
@auips have thas beun decided upen for te cuming Septeiber holi-
days. Therc is wind in the sails. The time has cone for us to
weigh anchor and, with God at the aclm, to steer towards the deep
sca.

(Fither Ceyrac in the Mag's Rally
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1, In view of the vastness of india and«f the diversity of

the regi.nal probless and in order to ensure a greater eifficiency
in the work of the Federation, the Federati.n shall be divided
provisionally into seven regiuns, with tne possibility of subdivi-
ding into iwre regions, whenever the growth of the Feder tiun
suall require it. Accoraingly, all the local CSU units will be
gro-ped for the present in the follow.ng regious:—

Tamil Hed

rindras swegion
North ferala
South Kerala
Kanara and ilysore
North est Hegion
North East Regiun,.

2. There shall be for cach region a Regional Couaittec, cousicting
of the President and the Secrctary of each local unit, This He-
gional Comaittee shall ticet ot the Regional Centre., The Regioncl
Centre shall be deternined every year by the Regiocual Coumitiee,
subject to the approval of the Central Comittee. The wesident
of the local GSU of the Hegional Centre shall act as the conveuner

of the Co:'s.:ili;i'ee. ~ .

uhdagao Cuidar-o Futuro
3« Each Regional Cor?jg.‘bee siall eleet gunually froo acong 16s
oubers a fresident and a Secerctory for the year, who shall be the
President and Seerctory of the CSU of the whole Rejicn., The
Preside.t of the CSU wiere the Regic nl Headgquarters is located
shall be ex offiecio the Vice Presidewt of the Region, and, in
case he is elected the President of the Regiu., he shell held both
offices at the sace tine. Siwilarly, the Chaplain of tie USE where
the Regional aendquarters is situated shall be ordinarily the Choplain
of the Regiun,

4, The President and the Scerctary of each Region will norzally
represent theirxegion at the Central Comwmiittec heetings In ecase
one of thew or both are not able to attend, the Regiunal Comaittee
shall appoint from aueng its own mxrbers one or two suiteble sub-
stitutes as the casc iy bes The Regioaal Chaplains s-all be in—
vited to attend the Central Comuittee liceting, as cumsultative
twubers, but without hoving the right to votes

(The King's Rally VOL XXLII ilo. 4)



STUDENT CATHOLIC ACTIUN OF THE PHILICPTIES

The Student Catholic Action is a specialised Catholic Action
ovement. It has received a mandate, and has beer granted a
seat in the National Central Comnittee, the highest lay gover-
ning body of Catholic Action in the Fhilippines.

sA body known as the liatioual Directorate directs the coor—
dination of all school units as well as diocesan councils, It
is composed of the different diccesan council presidents and
their alternates, From the different diocesan council Presis-
dents, a set of officers, namely the president, vice-president,
secretary and treasurer arc elected with terms of office for
me year., This body is adviscd by a national spiritual directors

On the loecal level, a body known as the Diocesan Central Coum=—
cil is formed, having the wain function of coordinmating all
Catholic student activities in a particular locale, It is
composed of unit presidents, who amony themseclves elect a set
of officers,

Being a Catholic Action organisaticn, the SCA has o socio-
religious purpose; and since it is a specislised noverwnd,

it thercfore works on a particular milieu — the student miliecu,
Relgious formation is giveu through the organisation of gtudy
clubs and conveatiuns, apart from the gospel discussion which
constitute an essentiel part of the unit neetings.

In Camoliﬁmg,a@égtgmdmrE Uudl’ Qr_:bars

is not a proble.: since the ssie is a part of the academic stodies
of the students. However, in private non-sectarian schools and
public schools, the liturgical formation is undertaken by the
SCA members.,

Realizing that there is a dire need for priests in tae Philip-
pines, SCA has for its priiary apostolic work, Catechetical
instructicn, This is undertaken by forming Catechist groups
and teaching religion in public and non-scctarian schicols.

The Catholic student leaders are encouraged to influence all
other student organisations whether organised on a national
éevel or on the school basis. HRecognising the influence of the
atholic student leaders, the President of the Fhilippines, Hemon
Magsaysay, made the SCA a charter nember of the Consultative
Council of Students — an advisory group to the President on
rmatters pertaining to youth and student affairs.

The SCA has influenced other national student oxganisations

to such an extent that Catholic student leaders can sonetines
influcnce the results of student electiuns in those gro.ps. How=
ever, the SCA, in so far as non~Catholic organisations are con=—
cerned, has no relation whatsoever with such federations as the
World isscubly of Youth, the Student Christian loveuent, cotes

From the report on the All Asien Seminar
by Delegate fron the Philippines
bir. Ernesto R« Lagdameo, Jre



STUDENT POLITICAL ACTIUN
Euasees =

Introduction

Writing on the student movement in India a student leader referred to the
wish expressed by Ghandi as early as 1947 "that students should gradually
lteep themselves aloof from the active politics of the country and should
work in the service of the nation on non-partisan lines". The following
extrocts are reprinted to illustrate to what extent this wish is possible
of fulfilment not only in Indiz but in the rest of Asia where "student

volitiesl wovments in their various coumplexions" are deseribed as “an

intense driving force" by the Internutiunal Delegution of student leaders
recently returned from South Hast Asia.

TDIA ~ "A New Idenlism ond New Direction"

After the achievement of independence in 1947, the student movement needed
e nev ide.lisnm and new direction., In the absence of ziy naticnal vrogromme
for the students, little beyond s joradie agitatious agninst governmental
injustices and rudimentary efforts to rcorganise the social and cultural
life of the students could be performed. But the well-wishers of the
student commmity, ineluding our top leaders, educationists and student
workers, werd trying ip this transitioual period to evolve a new ideal for
the reorgonisation of the student movement in India.

Reconstruction .IE gwdﬁﬁ@ﬁyt !Q-ing fren colonialisw
and an underdevulo% i p ot bU genieVed oy o % or by the stote,

The youth and particularly the University and the college youth nave an
extraordinary role to perforu in this gigwmtic task in their owmn ways.
Jhereas they mmst fight against injustices and steps injuring their
intercsts, thoy must also organise soeial service work, inculeate a strict
sense of discipline and assist in solving the econoic problens not only

of the students but also of the uneciployed youth and the country as o whole.

Onc essential reguisite for the impleicntiotion of this idesl is maximum
cohesiveness, organis. tic.ally and ideologically. 4 comaon ~eetiag ground
for all students of Indin, divided into varicus politieal groups or other-
wise, is indispensaple for the r.pid popularisaticn of the new netionzl

idecl for the student commmity. 4nd this coimwon weoting ground wos envi-
saged in the form of a NUS by our naotional leaders, educati nists cnd st
dent workers. 4 conveation of the represeat.tives of the University ond the
college unions of India was held in 1950 at Bombay. It wws inaugurated by
Prime lMinister Nehru and was prosided ov.r by Lir. Jayaprakash Nersyen, the
gsocialist leader and the hero of the 1942 natiouazl mowveient, The praciice
in the carly student movement had been to sk prominent national leadors

to preside over student confercnces. The NUS had the blessings of the Pather
of the Nation in its conceptunl state., Gandhi , as carly as 1947, had
oxpressed his wish that the students should graduclly keep tacisclves aloof
fron the active polities of the country and shouid work in the service of

the nation on non—partisen lines, The NUS was also able to sccurc the
guidance of the eminent educati-nists of the country sucn as ur. S. dodhom
krighnan, Acharys larendra Ocva, lute Dr. weracatia Ihe and Or. Zeldr Husaine
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Our policy regacuing the student woverint is clear. Thereas veri us »Holi-
ticnl groups uay exist for propa.anda of the ideologies of the dificrent
solitical parties auong the students and the youtih, the students! union
and their national or State federutivis should be suci coumion =lavforms
wvnere all students can unite and cenalize their coliective vinergics and
rosources toward tic achievement of .ajor ,oals. The studentvs of Iadia
neve to play a vital role in tue processcs of demoer tic socicty. Let the
corrmnists ston their disrupting role and join hands with the rest not as
conriunists buv as students who are aware of their responsivi.itics toward
tioe ercation of a new India.

BUKiA - Domanding, Gesturcs and ioarsc Voices.

The Rangoon Univorsity Studcats! Union is not only awong the oldest, but
is perhaps also the most powerful student movement in Scuth Zast Asia,
RUSU's main interest is and ncarly always has beea polities. During the
pre-~independence days, it played e very importent part in anti-colonial
denonstrations and projagande. Ouring those cays its leaders included
U Hu, to dayds Burmese Prime uvinister, and Bogyoke Aung wai, the chiof
architecet f Burmcse independence and the country's Prive Linister until
.his ggsassination in 1947 a few mouths before the end of Britisu rule.

This long association with a past very dear to Buriese hearte has probobly
been responsible for the tolerauce siowit towards RUSU to—i y, waen ivs
polities have assumed during the past few years a bitterly anti U Mfu flavour.

It has certain Y ible Yor: Hlo~prixilEzed4positiva of the
Burmese s‘budeutEmgagaQandmﬂfﬁtmativiti @S
While ia durma, Larshal Bulgrnin and lr. Khruscochev thought thae students
im.ortant encugh to -address thein specially at the wniversity; waen
AUSU celcbrated its Silvur Jubilee a year ogo, the public thought the
occasion importeat caocugh to donate newrly 20,000 kyats (about 3 4,200)
towards the cclebratious; when RBUSU rucontly wade 144 deunnds for
reforms, the university authorities thought studeit opinion im ortent
enough to accede to 32 immediavely and to call a special council uecting
to consider the ruuaider; and while the Internati. nal Stude:iv uvele-
gniion was in Rangoon, the leading deily newspeper twice devoted its Iroate
page leading article to cuaflicts between the varicus student politicel
GTOL Sy weavse

The anti-Govermment trodition nurturcd during the days of British rule
has not dicd easily, and with the attainment of indepondence the studeats
-have not beei: able nor have they regarded it as nceessary, to altor the
essentially militant chaoracter of their .oveuent, or to conmalize their
onergies into practienl progrormes of activity, The RUSU IExecutive couplains
.ot their wniversity enjoys insufficient ccademic freedom (thc ‘rimg
Minister is ex officio Chancellor of the University); that sudents rust
gi_n a oond that they will not "act againsi™ the university, with no
definition of what th.s .ccus, and that this bond provides an cagy excuse
for expulsiuvns; +that the Govormment spends too wuch on defence and thet
its educatioa budget is too sumll,
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But perhaps their bitlerest couplaints are about the recent arrest of the
RUSU General Secretary, Ko Tin Aye, and the "3 P system. Ko Tin Aye was
arrested shortly before the Bulganin-Khruschev vigit, allegedly for distri-
buting leaflets dewmanding that the underground Communist Party be legally .
recognised, Liany of the students, however, say that he was "framed". By
the "3 F" systew, the Government has atteupted to meet the overcrowding
problem, and to cnsure that free education does not result in a cl ass of

"professional students" growing up, who will show little 'int_ergst in
pessing their examinations. "The 3 T systew is nothing new," Dr. Htin
Aung, the Rector, told the Delegation., "We have always had it, but it was
suspended after the war, It is essential if we are to do anything about
overcrowding". This "3 F" system provides +hat if a student fails his
examinations three times in succession,; le way not attend lectures, and
mst write his xaminations as an externa® gtudent, As soon as he passes,
he reverts automatically to full-time status. The students maintain that
the examination failures are morc the fault of inadequate schooliszg than
student 1:ziness, and that the way to avoid overcrowing is by building
more facilities, ' il

Political parties et dangoon University organize cpenly and fight the
annual union elections, At present all the Executive seats arce controlled
by the Stulents’ United Front, a coalition of the Progre.sives and socile
of the racial minorities, particularly the Karens, whose syupathies lie
with the anti-Government sentivents of the Progressives., Ko Tin Tun, one
of the SUF leaders, is at present RUSU President, Three opposition groups
exist, The non-Partisans, whose leader — also naned Ko TinTun - was
RUSU president 1lhet Nadlz,—leidéve (thid |HUS0) she)lc—Ye] ke bl (firee £rom
polities, Until a few years ago they controlled the Union, but their
position had declined gince. The Dérmoeratic Students Organisation has

a Socialist orientation and it generally supports the government. In
October 1953 they sided with the avthorities when police attacited a
student demonstration protesting against the shortening of the wniversity
vacation, This, the D50 leaders ndmit today, was a greot nistake, and it
has led to intense hostility towards their organisation on the part of
meny studenits, e

Thé new.ec’ epposition group is the Students' Uwn Force, led by Nany
Zing Lo, RUSU Vice-President last year, who broke'iway froa the SUF
recently, accusing it of being Corxmmist led and comtrolled by outside
forcess The opposition groups all conplain thot SUF is predominantly
Cormmnist. But they lack unity among theriselves, and cannot coupare with
the SUF in party organisation - an openly aduitted and potent factor at
Rengoon. Both the SUF and the DSO make o great effort to capture the
support of the school childr.n, The ALl Burmo PFederation of Student
Unions is the organisation of the SUF, which ineludes mainly school chil-
dren under a wniversty leadership, while the All Burma Student Unicn is
the counterpart organisation of the DSO.

On December 20th - "Students' Dey" — the two groups steged rival

rallies, The day cormenorates the death of Boh Aung Gyaw, a student

who was shot in 1938 when the police fired on a student demonstration led
by U Nu against the itgp~isonment of the then RUSU president and Bu.rnn'a-



present Defence linister, U Ba Swe, At the university the ABFSU And R
stoged a rally, which uarched to the Government offices bearing banners and
shouting slogans for the release of Ko Tin Aye, the abolition of "3F" and

a larger educational budget., In the meantime the DSO held a rally in the
city., Both rallies were attended by ebout 800 students, mainly school
children in caci casec, When they visited mandalay, the first foreign
students to do so, the Delegatiun found that the political differences at
Rangoon were reflected also anong landalayts 1455 students, The SUF
controls all the seats in the landalay Students! Union.

Burtia has no Natiunal Union of Students. But as the organisstion repro—-
senting the majority of Buruesc university students, RUSU attended the Sth
International Student Conference, and received "national delegation" stotus
there, As in internati.ual affairs, so in internatiunal student affairs
are the Burmese very conscious of the contribution their country csn rinke
to the solution of world probleus, and there seems little doubt that _
Buriiese students will continue to seck overscas student contacts and
cooperation wherever the opportunity lies,

PHILIFPPINGS — Political Intensity

To Philippine studerits porlitical activity 1s as natursl a port of university
life as attending lectures. Through their national student organisetions
thoy have far greater representztion in the forimtion of government policy
than students in most other countries. The unique role of the Philipine
student is due to the grest pre-occupation of most Filipinos with politics,
and a result of the influential role of the students in the clection of
President Ranmon lagseysay in 1953, which gained them his favour and recog-—
nitiou. The students' reward has coue prineipally through the Consultative
Council of Students ( CCS) formed by govermmental proclamation to advise the
President on matters affecting the nation, Membership on the Council
includes the loaders of national student groups and elected lea.exrs from
individual colleges and uwniversities,

Although about 75 per cent of the FPhilippine people depend on agriculture
for the needs of life, most of the students are treining theuselves for
"white-collar" or political jobs and the number teking courses in agriculture
or technological subjects is too small to meet the country's needs., _arental
and political ambitions aggravatc this problem and because tost of the
colleges arc o.ganised for profit the temptation is strong to provide
curricula that meet these desires. A pioncer effort in voeationcl guidance
and government leadership in developing agricultural colleges are holping
to solve this probleir, but continuing large enroluents in law, coitierce

and liberal arts whon contrasted to the teclmical fields testify to its
tagnitude,
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Elections on the local level are hbvtly contested. Iin fact saue students
and faculty cerbers charge that gaining office is more inportant to student
politicians than doing anything while in office. Fraternities and sorori-
b1:.:'Les, unheayd of in other Asian countries, play an izportant role on soue
caripuses in elections, though not everyone is agreed on the desirability
of their influgnce o Another influence comes from the Student Catholie
Action groups. In this predoninantly Catholic country the issue of rela=
tionships between Church and State is often debated and a nuisiver of issues
in this field have arisen in regard to education,

On the national level the three pajor organisati.ns are the Student Coun=—
cils' Association of the Philippines (SCAP), the Conference Delegates'
Association (COND4) and the College Editors' Guild (CEG). Organised as

a federation of student councils, SCAP is the recopnised National Union

of Students in the Phillppines and has been an active participant in the
International Student Conference for a number of years, having been elected
twice to the Supérvision Cormilttee. Beyond its national tieetings, which

" gerve a dual function in policy ialking and leadership training, SCAP
sponsors a nuuber of other acbivities., In past years it originated a
literacy campaign and currently sponsors & nation-wide oratorical contest.
CONDA's chief prograitie is an annual neeting of several hundred students

to discuss major issues affecting the Philippines. In the last two yecars

it has held in conjunction withthis _ecting an Asien Forun at which students
froo various Asian countries have participated. The CEG functicns as a
national student-press guildwith-e serigs of mephings and rclated acti=
vities, These Ehtde lisgalligdtiohs, 1bfaiall> (thdther péPresentatives,
perticipate .n national goversmental policy ratbters through the Consultetive
Council, A seat on the CCS is one of the highest honours a “hilippine
atudent can receive and the political races behind these positions are
lively and involved. '

One camnot diseuss politics without mentiuning the unusuwal systen of
"blocks" which sometimes wake elechtions quite bitter. Activities of
these groups are most often carried oud behind the scenes bub soetines
reach the public eye throwgh disputes and publicily. AV the nonent, the
leading group has nerbers =t the leadership of SCAP, CONDA and the larg.st
scction of the COG., 4 minority group of the CEG, cauposed largely of
S¢udent Cathelic Action clements, broke away recently and the rivalry
here is both intense and bitter. The other major group known as "the
opposition" is couposed in part of veteran leaders on the student scene
who, it is alleged, formed a group knuvwn as the UNESCO Youth Coord. neting
Agency of the Philippines (UCAB) "in order to gain power". Though dif-
fercnces betwesn these blocks are somebtiies connected with issues such as
the role of students in politics or the relation of religion to educati.n,
the wajor divisions often seem to be butween pers.nalities and arc pro-
bably & natural result of the political intensity of this stage of
Philippine developuent.
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VIETWA — An Individual Responsibility

The enphasis on cultural activity and learning does not stop withvuiverstty
students but is a reflectiun of the great desire for education of the
people in general. In 'ev_eniug clagses all over the city thousands of

Viet Namese are enrolled in literary courses or are studying at the secon-
dary school and university level., Inglish language classes are very popular
since study of French previously lef{ little tiue for developing other
second languages. rolitical conscicusness aiong the students is intense,
particularly with the refugee students whe are bitter about their experiences
with the corrmnist Viet iinh and are cager to develop the newly independent
country along democratic lines, In general the refugees are more active

in educational reconsiruction than their compatriots who have always lived
in South Viet Naw., The majority of National Union merbers are refugee
students, for example. But even though they believe that students st

take an active role in political leadership, National Union officers feel
that this is an individual responsibility and that the Mational Union should
not be involved in political activiiy.

The Above deports are vaken from the report of the
Intcrnational Student Tean to Asia (COSEC)

No Politics (Viet Nama) (Catholic Student Associatiun)

Right from the begldiliie Ae Adodiatildn 18)ided o [kkep|pyy of politics,

The need for total abstenbion from politics was, in sone respectc, regret-
table, for politieal duties are importent and demanding, Bub it was the

only way to preserve the goals and the existence of the Association. The

position of the Association occesionally stated in the bulletin was that

Vietnan wanted and ought to have its complete independence. This, besides
more chilosophical reasons, excluded Comrnmism and Colonialisme

By quietly affirming that stand, the Association secured the coamsideraticn
of merbers and non-merbers. By declining involvement in matters of detail
or obligation and in political action, it rewained a fritmdly place for
people of various opinions to meeb.

Another rather iuportant advantage of such abstention was to eliminate the
danger and even the appearance of pretending that there is "One" Catholic
plan or solution for the details of publie life. It is fortunate that we
avoided these dangers, for non-Catholic:z are more often alicnated for
political reasons than for religiovus reasons. '

This abstention of the Associztion in the political field did not prevent

the members from developing the right spirit of politieal responsibility.

It is possible for Catholic and even religious associations to contribute

to the development of a deep consciousness of political duties without unduly
relieving their meubers of the burden of their personal decisions. 4s o
mtter of faet the great majority of the members of the Association, now
back inVietnaa, are eng-.ged in politics, journalism and various govermment

services,
Report on Assoc. of Cathe Studenis of

Viet Ham in Amerieca = Rev. E. Jacques



Indonesia

Nationally and internationally the Indonesian students have had a strong
interest in the problems of colonialism as & result of their om experiences,
Everywhere the Delegation travelled in Indonesia as elsewhere in Asia, it
found students interested in the strang stand of the 5th ISC last year
condemnir colonialisp in any form and pledging the assistonce of the 52
nations in the Conference to the solution of this problem; before the Second
World War the vuteh had established only three faculties in Indonesia which
in 1936 included but 1,086 students out of a population at that time of
about 65 million. By 1954 the Ipdonesian government could boast of many
nev Paculties o~d n student enrolment of morc than 15,000 out of a popula—
tiop of 78 million. But educational development has just begun and today
the number of students is in excess of 20,000. To tellthe story in terms
of one institution, Gadjah liade University in Jogjakarta, established

as a refuge for students and professors during the fight for independence,
had an enrolment of barely 500 studénts in 1949 as compared to about

8,500 today.

liost of the institutions roceive government aid and the government pro-
vides a number of scholarships as well. In 1954-1955, some 4,955 students
were given grents for study in Ipdonesia and an additional 119 were sent
abroad, Students in Indonesia pet grants of RS 340 (US $30) a month
which pays from 40 to 70 per cent of costs depending on living arrangemcnts
and textbook expensc. bany students supplement their grants with employ-
ment, chiefly as teachers in the primary and secondory schools. This condition
reflocts the desperhil)acedvE)@he( coubey Apr @Epll-ting legehers at all
lovels, a problem which has be n called the most important in education

and which has led to the establishment of government teacher training
contres, Indeed, the whole problem of higher education is one both of
reforn of the Dutch system and of shortages - shortages of moncy, teachers,
classroons, textbooks, health facilities and hostels, to cite a fow kay
arcas., Despite these immense problems there is a great spirit among Indo-
nesian students and educators to develop their country through cducations

It was this spirit that mede the students and professors the vangunrd of

the independence movement and the high average ¢ e of the undergraduate
(about 22) reflects the years lost in this struggle. The most important
student orgenisations in Indonesia todry are the PRMI and its federated
organisations, the IPPI, the student councils and World University Sorvice,
ond all have contributed to the impressive develoyments in Inpdonesian edu-
cetion in the last seven years. Unlike most other National Unions of Stu-
dents the PPMI is not a federation of student councils bub rather of
voluntary organisations ineluding lioslem, Catholic end Protestant national
student groups, the Chinese student organisetions and student dubs in
Djaiarta, Bogor, Bandung, Jogjakerta and Surabaya, The concept of volun-
tary student groups engaged in social action problans has a long tradition
in Indonesia, and the PPMI constitution at the moment prohibits "passive
membership" orgenisations such as the student councils. It has been felt

in the past that the councils' role should be limited to educational
problems within a particular faculty or umiversity with all other functions
the province of voluntary groups.
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But the development of student councils over the last two or titree years

is showing signs of upsetting the traditional alignment. Recently the
council of the University of Indonesia was recognised as the representetive
of the University's 7,000 students and the council al Gadjah Lada performs
a similar fuention. In early February representatives of these two councils
met with council members from the third major goverament university, the
University of Airlenpgpa (Surabay>) and drafted an ambifious programme for
their combined membership, Jith thlc development at hand there is sorie
discussion of the possibility of a new National Uniun to be formed from

cPul and the councils.

.IJunng its history PRMI has pursued an ambitious programme that has won it
respect within its own country and abroad. The chief activities since 1950
have been summed up by a past presilent as "the struggle to get better
cducational facilities, more scholasships, a better law for governing higher
educztion, assisting the povernment in peneral development projects, voicing
its opinion in matters of national coacern, and intern.tionaly striving

for botter relations with students of the world." Currently the PRI is
plenning an Asian-African Student Conference to be held in historic Bandung
and in rccant months has received delegations from the International
Student Conforence and the Natior 1Student Unions of kialaya and Australia.
It has arranged a bi-la‘eral scholazship programme with the Swedish

Union and also this year with the United States Union as well as organising
& praduate employment scheme with the iustralian Union. In 1947 FHul
becsie a member of the International Uniun of Students (IUS) bui disaffi-
liated from membership in 1954 maintaining only limited practical liaison.
Since 1952 it has philifisated)in bhel ThtermitiChal-5{udert(Conference with
wpraternal observer" status and hes cooperated in Conference prograimes through
COSEC, At its recent iceting in Bogor last December the PPMI Council voted
to recommend to #s Congress this year thav it accept full delegate status
at the ISC and at the same time- rejected a proposal for associate member—
ship in the IUS.

The ‘IPPI was forned at about the same time as PPMI because some students
folt that a student organisation must include both sccondary and university
students, Today IPPI has membership numbering about 300,000 with about
3,000 of this from the universities, In its early days I-FI concentrated
on the battle for independence and organised a student mobilisation
project and a student red cross to aid the Lrmy. With the achievement of
independence it has worked on the rehabilitation of demobilised studeats,
providin,. teachers for secondary schools, organising 18 of its own

primary and secondary schools and stimul.ting cducationsl exchenges

Roports of Delegation from COSEC



Thailand

Although there is no National Union of Students, there are active student
councils at each institution, In meetings with the delegation the student
leaders expressed great interestin fomiﬁg a Union and attending the Inter-
national Student Conferencé. The formalism of faculty-student relations
under the Thai educational system and the lack of contact with student
groups outside the country has resulted in narrowly circuascribed student
council programs which emphasize organisation of sports competition to the
exclusion of almost any other program. However, several recent incidents
at Chulalongkorn and Thammasart involving disputes between the students

and faculty members have broken through the traditional patterna of unques—
tioning respect for faculty and have given the students a conception of
their power in forming educational policy. How this power will be used
and how much the students will be encouraged to develop a constructive
contribution to the institutions through student government are inmpor=
tant but nanswered questions.

Report of Delegation COSEC

Student unrests at both of Thailand's leading universities, which are -
taking place, at the present, must be giving the authorities concerned a
gre.t deal of neuraliia...The student body of Chulalongkorn University
demands that the secretary-general of the University, Professor L,R. Salab
Ladavalya be dismissed from his post, and the student bedy of the Thammwesat
University follovs |sUilll o) demmiing |the® 6 dear—of)the|Fapulty of
Economies, Professor Khun Prasert Suphamatra, be also dismissed, In spite
of all the rational reasons given for these demands,student dislike of the
tyvo professors scems to be the only real motive.

In tho cxeitoment of the moment, when tempers flew somevhat high, it vas
natural that persons, who felt that they were losing control of the situa~-
tion, should resort’to lcCarthyism by declaring that there was a "third
hand" of subversion behind student activities. To those who r.alize that
the most natural quality of youth is hot-hcadedness and that the most
admireble quality is strength of character, such remarks must sound both
absurd and wilde /4nd yet none who feels any responsibility, however slight,
townrds national security can tiale the situation lightly, For although the
presont awkvard situation has certainly not been motivated by subversive
clements, it is now rapidly making the two student bodies open to the very
same clements. To deal with the situation effectively, a compleie roorga-
nisation of the control of the universities is indicated.

411 universities in this country are under Government control. Therc is
mach to be said for the nationalisction of higher education, as long as it
déce not lead to a practice whereby unqualificd persons are appointed to
acadenmic posts for political reasons alone. This, however, secms to be
the practice in the field of wmiversity education in Thailand today.

Siam Rath \eckly Review - Bangkok



P kistan

Union elections are fiercely &£ought., Some students are believed to heve
spent as vuch as 1,000 rupees (about $ 210) on posters, pamphlevs and elec—
tioneering wuring the last elections in Noveuber. Soumetiies the two
strongest studeat movements, the East rakistan Students' Leajue and the
East fakistan Students' Union, support the different parties which contest
each of the hall electious. Yet - paradoxically perhaps — there is no
sharp divergence of political opinion between these two organis.tiouns, or
among the students as a whole. The problems of Pakistan, the depressingly
vast problems of the underdeveloped state struggling to enrich its indepen—
dence by securing stability and prosperity, are such that nearly all students
have a common awareness of the nature of their difficulties though opinions
tay vary es to the method of their solution.:

The dichotomy between siudent affairs and national polities commonly
observed in the Jest is rogarded as having little validity in many Asian
countries, particularly in those territories formerly under colonial rule,
where sludents today blame many of their present troubles on the colonial
system, Thus colomialism is blamed for the chronic shortage of trained
administrotors and technicians to work the .achinery of the independent
stete, and of tecchers to raise the oducational stendsyds. FPersomnel
shortages were aggravated.in the iuslim state of Pakistan, a prominent
educstor explained to the delegation, by the reluctance of tae [uslims

to cooperate with the Uridish in @ wiy dariylg ©he ledlpalidl (dpys, with
the result that all the troinéd nmen at the tiuwe of partition and indepen—
dence in 1947 were Hindus,.who became Indian citizens.

But not all the problems which Pakisten faces, and which occupy the students'
minds wre colonicl legacies. The foeal point for political interest at the
time of the delegrtions! visit was the Khrushehev: stotenionts on Kashmir,
Protest meetings werc called by students, and the question: "What is the
attitude %o the Kashmir dispute in your country?" was perhaps mnore frequent
than any other. The fact is that - by choice or by force of circumstonces -
Docce students ere highly politically conscious and articulate.



STUDENT SOCIZTY AND SOCILL ACTION

A significant phase in the development of the student movewents in isia
is seen in their present preoccupation with social acticn. At a first
glance it would appear that a new idealism is taking the place of the old.
Political freedom has been won. The work of national construction has
since begun., The following extracts indicate sowe facets of the extent
to which students are being Zovolved:-

VIETNAM " A Vietnamese National University was founded on lisy 11, 1955, replacing
the French-Vietnamese ingtitution functioning before that date. This
Aransfer of the University to Vietuawese adwministration is highly appreciated
by all the students who went on strike in April to demand its imediate
realization,

Fields of study in the National University include medicine, pharmacy,
dentistry, law, science, literature and architecture, OF its 2066 students
more than 1,000 are ref.gees from north Viet Nam. There are nany women
students, mostly in the Nursing School and the Codlege of Fharmacy.

In July 1955 a team of 20 studeats in medicine, dentistry and phariacy
sent by the General Student Union of Nutional Viet Nam worked in Tuy Hoa,

an areca on the central Viet Nam coast which has been for a long time under
commamist administration. The team visited 11 villages, providing wmedical
care to patients during 17 days, Some 16,000 persons received vaccination
and other wmedical care, This has been an interesting and ‘fruitful experience
and the General Student Union hopes to be able to seand larger tecus 1o
other regions sonn

During the surmer vacation the General Student Uniun organised froc
courses for poor students of secondary school level with university
studonts as teachers, All the 50 teachers were volunteers. They helped
1,500 of their younger friends to get ready for September an‘trance exa 2!
t:.ons.

Besides its weekly broadecasting prograumie which gives the students an oppor-
tunity to express their opinions, the General Student Union often organises
cultural meetings with a large participation of non-students, Since July
nine students have given loctures in thesc moetings. The subjects in these
rmeetings are usually student and national provlens.

Receipts from two rmsicul perfomrmances givenly students in June and fugust
were contributed to welfare orgonisations helping war vietims, "

Report of Huynh ngoe Thien.

L] -
INDOWESIA:Nationally and internationally, Indonesian students no lomger live in
'splondid isolation" from major social problceus, :

Once trained as an educeted 'elite' apart from our fellow counbrymen, we
arc now intimately concerned with broadening the base of popular cducetion,
increasing participation in national elections and other wmeans of develo=
ping our status as an independent country,
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Nearly 70 per cent of us in colleje serve as part-time teachers., .e feel
this essential to bring educational opportunities to our nation as a whole
and to train the specialists necessary for its developuent,

Like students the world over, we have great concern in the ecunoiic and
social problems facing students. Our National Union of Students regularly
discusses scholarships, doriitory construction and health problems with
the lidnistries of Health and Education. JLAgencies like Jorld University
Service have helped us relieve our riost acute economic needs.

This year, in cooperation with the government, we hope to encourage students
to instruct citizens in their home comunities on democratic voting procedures.
This will be done on a non-partisan basis in preparation for our first
nation-wide electious,"

Repert of Augusdin /minoedin

"The students are taking part in the anti-illiteracy campaign, have
actively shared in helping the vietims of the e plosion of the lierapi
volcano and the fires in Djakarta, and have lelped in the preparations for
the general election. Before the general election many individual menbers
of the GUKI in Djakarta helped in arranging a bazear and perforuing a play
with a biblical theme.(Gideon)to raise noncy for the Parkindo (Indonesian
Christian Political rarty). They also went from house to house,and to ialke
sure the pcople had been registered by the "Lurah" (the heud of the village),
80 they wo.ld be able to vote i. the elecetion as citizens. It was hoped
that all Christians would vote - for the Parkindo, but_it was up to them

to decide, and the GUINL | han@lwwCiisht Yo lcboipell {therl 1 tlelix decision,

Of course, the GMKI would never consider itself as an "agent" of the Pare
kindo, because it does not aim to be a political orgenisations, "

Report of Odeh Suardi

INDIA "Nearly 70900 students participated in 795 youth camps all over the country
by the end of October, 1955. The campers did various types of manual
labor, such as caastruction of rceds, clcarance of sluas, dealltmg of
ponds and tanks, sanitation work and survex of villages,

Forty-two educational institutions affiliated to universities have bocn
given a grant of Rs 950,000 for work projects, such as construction of
open air theatres, swiiaing pools, sports pavilions and other sports and
cultural amenities, An essential condition for such pgrants is that the
students should contribute manual labor in these projects.

The grant's provision for the whole of the last year for these two
youth welfare activities was RBs 7,000,000, During the Second Flan period
the suggested fipure for youth cmmps and work projects is Rs. 50,000,000
and 20,000,000 respectively,

Asian Student News Service
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"Travelling across the country during the last holidays one could meet here
and there groups of youngsters enthusiastically engaged in wanual vorl.
There rust have been hundreds of such work camps, big or small, all

over the country: High-school boys, scouts, NCC, College studentic, and
even girl students, as at liahabalipurari, There was no board to caution
the passers-by - for these camps were mosty located in sowe remote parts

of the country, right in the centre of the rural area, — but the reality

was there; "Youth at Vork", Tanned by the sun, seaked in sweat, they did
bravely their little bit to help the country forging ahead, lbst of the
tize it was rough work: making of roads, digging wells, building houses,
helping in the fields, cleaning up rubbish or preparing coupost pits,

There was also medical aid, and in the evening, the basic education classes
and organising recreation centres - tough work too.

The net output of work in each cacp zay not havé been very cansidercble:
a few miles of road built, a few wells dug, one or two reading-roons or -
villege schools erected. But put together these achievements are not negli-
geable. Whet is much more important is the spirit which is being created
anong the youth of the country: a spirit of service and an ermlation to
work. "Here is the great potential possibility of the stell work cammps
in India", writes Hans Peter luller, the secrutary of the Co-ordination
Cormittee for Internatio.al Work Cacps, who recently spent three months

in the country. "They can produce & chain reaction and set thousands of
young people on the road doiig manual labour as a voluntary carunity. ser-
vice = the saie manusl labour st:.ll regarded in mn,v circles as a dis-
honour"(Work Caips-ih|R@sIE) ‘

It is in this context that the Social Leadership Camp held at foty last
liay tokes its significance. Its purpose was to train social leaders from
anong our Catholic University youth who could teke a leading part in the
various social schemes in the country. Since a leader is one who can think
for himself, it was felt that, along with nenual work, a solid intellectual
training should be given which would help the boys to get a elear idea of
India's problems and provide then with the elements of a solution.

As the wording of the theme of study indicotes - "The Student Comramity and
the Building of the City" - the stresswas on the part students could play
in their own sphere., But in the exposition of the probleus, much larger
issues werc involved: India's 8ocial Probler , the Commnist solution, the
Catholic solution. For the majority of students who attended tho Canp,
wost of this was new. Although the terns used were familiar, nost of then
had failed to grasp the problems involved, The success of the Coup lies,
in baving helped then to rcalize as a personal problem the problen: of India's
millions - the problem of “a rich country of poor pecople" - and to have
cavinced them that something had to be done about it and that they hod to
do it,

King's Ralls Vol 32 o, 3
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PBILIVPLIES

Under the Philippine YICA work camps project college students helped
during their summer vacation to battle the age-old problem of poverty
in rural areas in the Philippiness |

The worlk camps mre designed to help the villages through self-help mcthods
and to iuspire the trained but jobless youth of the country to seek
opportunities for service in the rural areas, according 10 a newvs

release of the YuCA World Services.

The students who joined the work caips sooled their technical skills

in many fields for an over-all effort to raise the living standards of the
rural population. They travelled to isolated villages, teaching, demon-
dtrating and training local leaders in izodern methods of crop and live-
stock raising, health and hygicne, recreation, building constructicn, good
citizernship and community organisation,

Altogether there were 111 students taking part in the work caups project
this year. They were divided into four groups in four villages.

On arrival they organized a committee of village leaders so that from the
start the villagers felt that they were part of the project. Agriculture
students demonstrated modern methods of farming. WNursing students talled
to housewives about child care, nutrition, home sanitati.n and carc of
home patients. They organized classes in first aid . Home ccononics
majors dealt with home uanagement and arts snd crafts. Social work

and liberal arts students organized barrio (villege) commitices for
community meetings and adult classes in citizenship., They dug ditches
and mended fences|.|Insyired; ~tie, Yillages s pitehed injfipoy —Older boys .
and girls werc organised inté 4-H cIlUbs, <ach received sceds to start

gardens,

One barric decided that a schoolhouse was their most urgent need, A _
student in architecture drew up plans. The young people in the barrio were
organised into teams and went from door to door collecting money for
building uaterials. Village carpenters and arts and irade students then
erected a three-room building.

..,"

In another barrio, students and villagers built a health clinic and reading
room. And in two others playgrounds wero constructed. YuCA mon and canpers
will return to thesc villages from time to time to keep up the spirit and
the work.

. X % % The Asian Student
Vietnam i
The Church has to grow auong the ruins and hopes of turmoil and rebirth,
Siie did not succeed too well in her adaptation to the traditional end rather
static Asian civilisations of yesterday; in her present ciforts she is
not falling into the trap of "adjustment" to the "world". At the sane tine
the Church shows concern add alertness in her observation and evaluation
of the changes now. taking place in Asia.

Many of these changes are not spectacular. The use of semicariens as night-
school teachers, for iustence, might look rather trivial, but actually
reveals the ceffort of clerieal educators to provide their students with

a better knowledge of the people aiong whon they will have towork, and
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thereby to prepare thei: for a fuller use of their talents in their future
apostolate, Thus a change in educati n night very well prepare a shift of
outlook on t:any pastoral and idissionary problens in the near future,

Besides, the coo.eration of these Vietuarese serinaries with adult
education prograis is ouly part of the great development of iass education
throughout isia, Ia Saigon a group of government euployees nnd young
professidiels, most of thenm former students in the U.S., initiated evening
classes, giving their services voluntarily after their day's work; when

I left Seigon 1,700 adulis were attending these night schools, Burna is
training 6,000 elerentary teachers at aun nccelerated schedule every year,
This :eaus that every year, more than 20,000 children and adults will receive
the ini*“al schooling that they could not have been offered one year
before, The illiteracy rate in Indonesia has dropued fron ninety to sixty
per cent in eight years,

liany results of such imss education ars already being felt., With the
increase of literacy i the villages and the iiprovenent of transportetion,
newspapers reach an ever~increasing nunmber of readers, spreading nevs and
ideas and increasing the infiucnces of the cities on the villages. The
pristed word i+ -~placing oral traditions ard precepis; as teacher of the
young the elder is being replaced by tie publisher and the writer. The
government or any organised and powerful group, has new means of influence
for either good or evil.

Interest in mass education will have other results, for in undertaking
adult education the "i. provised" teachers theiselves will learn a great
deal, They will [Fehih |Lteul pdbple of | Alfifererlt) sovidl lof Gducational
backgrounds; their efforts Tor the less favored classes of the population
will help thew to keep, in their profession or goverament position, the
high standard of Sducobion thol wointes then tédey in the hord struggle
being waged against the retmants of past corrupticn,

India

T saw Indian villages w'»74 during the swmer, students from the neighbouring
universities came for a few wecks to teach reading and writing, to help
fermers improve their agricul tural wethods or to give a hand at iiproving
villege sanitation, Besides contributing to the surprising success of
India's acgricultural plans, these efforts also have great influence on the
teacher-students themselves, helping thei: to realize their future respon-
sibilities as intellectual, political and industrial leaders oi their
country, and to fecl a part of the people ss a whole, rather then of a class.

These groups of siudents are couprised of men and women, andthis inter—
mingling is rather new. It weans that Indian women are preparing to tele
an active pert in public life, This part wight be more important than
anyone could guess, not only for their dircet political action, but also
for the kind of cducation they will give their children,

Their cooperation with boys in these social projects during their college
years also wmeans that their prepar-tion for marriage is altogether different
from that of their unothers; whether that preparation and their future fanily
life will be hap.y depends on their wisdorm, and on the ability of their
parents to understand this social evolution, while retaining encugh prestige
to guide their children whenever they need it.

Article of rev, E. . xeques
COMMONWEAL



CONTRAST

The young undergrzduste n the University of unlayn has dreais and ideels
but it would seem that these are not the stufi to nurture grent leaders and
orophets. The Star, official organ‘of the Singapore Labour Front purports
to reveal the drecus of the undergraduate visionaries for what they are
worth - and they ore not worth ve.y much considering the money the tax—
poyers spend on the university., From his school days, says the Star, the
undergraduate "is wost concerned with going into an occupotion which will
bring him the highest incouc...His one object is to get his degroe, get
morried and 1.ve happily ever after., He is constootly obseesed with salary
schenes and chooses his career with only this in wmind." Pursuit of Lnowledge
is inspired not by love of wisdom and of wankind, bub by an iasatinble
hunger for the fleshpots. While in the university, the Star alleges,

the undergraduate leads the lire of a recluse "divorced from society and
its problens". e is not-interested in the activities of the vericsus
societies and orgenis ‘tions which are vital supplements to the educction
an undergraducte receives. He spenas his three or four formative years
confined to tie library and the lecture roons.

This is no doubt o harsh estimate of our youn; undergr.duates, buv it is one
whica has been made by some of the university students themselves, This
indifference to anything that docs not in one way or another essisi the
student in his quest for the~ highest income, i®, as the Star rightly

points out, rooted in the "environment of o stable class" -  the inglish -
speelding middle class who long have been in 2 privileged pjosition in the

metter of gettinﬂjﬁ%fv @U. d@h er d in Govern—
ment scervice they have ha gagzua moLopo ,.q[¥o o eggnoutcries

&

against coloniclism they were nevertheless aware ~% it was colonialism
thet assured theaa the stability nceessary for their material advanceinonte
Bul now that ualeyan socicty is in the process of ropid and radiccl chonges
the young drecmuers, if they arc not to be forever incarcerated in their
ivory tower, rmst come out of their academic fastness and establish contact
with mcality. Higher salary scicues, o house in the country, o flab in
tovm, o nev car and a f£at benik balance are ingredients in the dreaus of
eny norral being, But they should not be the cnly stuff of his droaus,

From the Stroits Tines, Singoporc.




THE PAX ROUANA LEADE Srl? TRAINING CCURSE

Singapore/ialaya 11 - 17 August, 1956

The course could be viewed as one aspect of the geners
education prograumme of action of Pax Romana whiech in turn is ful?illed
in the lived and living experience of each member in the mysticsl
Body of Christ, his .Leader, his Source and his Lifc.

General education itself could be defined as "the whole
develogment of an individual, apart from his occupational trzining,
It includes the civilizing of his life purjoses, the refining of
nis emotional reactions, and the meturing of his understending edout
the nature of things according to the best knowledge of our ©i e,

"In this scnse general education is the fundsowental wroblem
of modern society., Other problems must of coursc be Solved 100eces
aong the others are the problems of internationsl organis:ition and
democratic control, the problems of econouic cooperation and the
freedom of the imdividunl. Bub we are going to be able to carry out
our best plans for all these things, in the years ahead, CIILY SO ZiR
AS THEY AZE UNUEHSTO0. AND SUPFORTED B! THE FEOFLE of mony counirieS.es".

"For the neart of the problem apwears to be a motter of
corpetibility among the uyriad individuals who make up the odern
world, Their orientntion must be such that their collective choice.

will briug cbopt certain conditi of ivilisei;?o icty on which the
individusl, thbuli _ﬁialtl at thie vlﬁbl 4 Por his

opportunity to live o hapiy or even a peaceful life., As moders world
society briugs us togethber in o growing dependence on one anotaer,
more and more of the choices we¢ make have a rebounding eifect on
other individuals and other natious: for example, the choices that
will nourish or desiroy the secds of 2 third world war. J(bot we

need is to make ossible a jencral agrecment on choices of tiis fare
reaching sort. Now an; agrecment iwjosed by a “master fold", or
even a group of experts Ivrespoasible to the peo.le, is absolutely
outessile find around us, obviously, too little common & undersionding
and no ready means by which diverse cultur.s, or even divorsely
troined individuzls in our own culturc, can bring themselves %o a
comnon plaveau of knowledge frow whieh they might reason tueir way on
together to a worling agreement upon the next step., In fiob it
almost defies the capacity of the human intellect, not only beeause
it is constently exponding at such o dizzy rate, bubt still more ecous
in the pest, at o nuaver of successive stages, it hos emiticed cone
flicting interpredations, and these survive in the present world to
add to our coniusion, The commonest human reaction to this divZicult
heritage has been, as we might expect, to evade the challenge 2nd not
ebooupt any cowmprehensive grasp of ite Many of us iave dodged the
greater port of our many-sided responsibility to be enlighiened
citizens of the modern global commmity., In the momentous choices

of the last two decades, we Lave "rebelled" against the burdea of
knowing what would be the wisest next suep, according to the best
knowledge of our times, We have performed not as responsible indi-
videals but as & part of "the uasses"."




Leedership Training Course - Singapore

Worlsshop I — Student Society and Social Action

Je 1

Qe 2

What is the situation of your country's student socicuy? Ilote
especially the factors that you consider siznificant in its
influeace om the wider socieity and vice~versa in which it is
situated., What is its social action _rogramme?

a) Gandhi described the universities as slave-factories, His
search for justice in Indie led hix to the spimning vheel
rather then to the seats of learniug. Any comments?

b) The very large numbers of unemployed college graduates and
trained personnel is a drag when not dengerous., If we add
the young urban refugees fru: Falkistan we have the makings
of a menace., (D.P, Mukerji). iWhat are the repercussisos of
this "drag" on the student? '

¢) "The Church has to grow among the ruins and hopes of Hurmeil
and rebirth. She did noi succecd too well in her adaptation
to the traditional and rather static Asian civilisations of
yesterday; in her present efforts she is not falling inbe
the trap of "adjustment" to tne "world". At the saie tize
the Church shows concern and alertnﬁss in her . bservation

and evaluation the c nov tahlnb ace in Asia"
(5. Jucdet) d@@ & Fetlbisi@uer,

often intangible never 1u31gn1flcant. Commnent oz so-e
of these efforts and changes,

Is this' influerice on “the wider socicly an asset? Are there changes
neecded in the character of such an influence?

a) Do you think that “the feeling for realities acquired in
village-level activities" whilst the student is still in
university constitutes a solitu gain?

b) M...knowledge is not a mere extrinsie or accidental advaatage,
which is‘ours to-day and another's tomorrow, which zay be got
up from a book , and easily forgotten again, which we cad’
coumand or communicate at our pleasure, which we cau borrow
for the ocecasion, carry about in our hand, and take into the
market; it is an acquired illumination, it is & hasit, &
personal possession, and sn iowerd endowment, And this is
wliiy it is more correct, as well as more usual to speck of a
university as a place of education, than of instruction, though
when kmowledge is eoucerned, instruction would at first sizht
have secmed the uore agoropricte word, We are instructed, for
instance, in manual ¢xercises , in the fine and useful aris,
in trades and in ways of business; for these are methods, which
have litile or no effect uvon the mind ‘itself, are costeied
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in rules, comnitted ‘o wmemory, to tradition or to use,: and
bear upon an end external to themselVes,..But cducation,,e
implies an action upon our wental navure, and the formetica of
character; it is sometiving individusl and percanent.,,"

To what exent is student social ection "education" in the
sens¢ described?

"The best aticipts of the last Pifteon yearse..not to sueak
of the worst,..instead of puiting the question squarely,
WHAT IS THS UNIVEISITL FOR and WHAT iUST IT ClBi Usi"Tl BE?
bave done that which was easist and wmost sterile, They
have looked about to seec whot is douse in the universitioes of
other peoples",

"I do not eriticize ourselyes for ubscrving an exewplary
neighbour; on the coutrary dhat is necessery., But such
observation cannot cicuse us frow the labour of deteriining
our destiny for oursclves,..For in imiteting, we evade tact
crcative exertion of labouring at a problem, from wiich we
can learn the rezl nature, including the liwits and the
defects, of the soluti n we borrow, There is no guesticn nere
of racial zurity e...It is imsaterial whcthor we cose o thc
same forms as other countries; what maiters is that we
arrive by our ovn legs, after a coubat with the fundeucotal
question abt 158UC,.ee"

Does ’c.hiE Mﬂg%@qn g;!irj iogxac'c;tm rvEuI._tal"!,!:c(i-)e nere

a field for student sociul acticn?

"Culture is the VITAL system of ideas of the perica, It
makes not a particle of difference wh.ther these iZous or
convictions lie partly or wiolly in the arovisce of seience,
Culture is not seience. It is charact.ristic of our present
culture thal a great part of its content procceds out of
science; but in other culturcs this has becn not the case, nor
is it deerced anywhere thet in ours it wil. always be co to
the same degree as at present..,the contesporary university
has developed the mere seed of instruction into an cnormous
activity; it has adced the functio. of regearch; and it has
abandoned almost entircly the teaching or transmiggion of
oulturcl

Through social action it is possible that students cose inbo
contact with culturcs quite different fro: the one or "the
lack of one" that the university is transisitting, What would
be the significance of such & contact?

e) (How shall I telk of the sea to thc frog, if he hes never

left his pond? How shall I tali: of the frost to thc bixd

of the suwmser land, if it has never left the land of its birth?
How snall 1 talk of life with a sage, if he is the Zrisoner

of his doctrine?...Chuang-tsu),
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In what ways could the student society carry out effective social
action programmes?

Workshop Ho, 1

"Society needs good professional men - judges, doctors, en-—
gineers - and therafore the university is orepered to Ffurnish
professional tr.ining., Bul society needs before this, and
more than this to be assured that the capacity is develo.ed
for another kind of professior , the profession of governing,
In every society someone gov.rns, whether a grous or a class,
few people or cany., By “governing™ I mean not so much the
iegal exercise of authority as a diffuse pressure, or ioil:ence,
exerted upon the body nolitic...It is of the first iigortance
to these societies, therefore, that these professicnal peo:le,
aside frow their several professions, possess the power to
make their lives a vital iafluence in harmony wit. tioe neight
of their times, Hence it is iuperative to sct up once ore
in the university the teachimg of the culture, the system of
vital ideas, which the age has attaineds This is the basic
function of the wniversity., This is what ‘the university st
be, above all else,"

"Let us cast away omee for all those vague notions of enlighten—
ment and cuiture, which malke them appear as some sord of
ornament.l accessory for the life of leisure, There couid

not be & falser misrepresentation, Culture is an indispefi-
sable eleient of life, a dimension of our existence, as wuch

» ort {EpnelacaoR. UFEIoE0 F-biLE @in =
man witiout neads; S dut that 1s no loggor simply san; it is

man crippled. The same is to be said of life without euiture,
only in a much iore fundawental sense, It is a life cri: led,
wrecked, false, The man who f.ils to live at the height of
his tices is living bemsath what would constitute his rigat
lifes Or in other words, he is swi dliug hiusel? oubt of

his owva life,"

It can souetimes be said of the iidtative way of life oy the
"inglish-educated" student in Asia that he has been swindl.d
out of his ovmn life and sadly continues to "swi dle himseld
out of his uym life" through sloth and inertia. Any co erts?
Or Solution?

a) "Even where tuition is free and scnolarships generous, however,

one must bear in wmind that this factor alone does not ensuve
equality of educational opportunity. Apart froas the cost of
living, books and other incidentals, many families ia Souvtheast
Asia cannot afford to delay the stase when the son or deiug sber
will become a wage-earner, long caough for o full educevioa",
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In what practical ways can student social action "ensure
equality of educational opportunity?

"In spite of the energy with which university fucilivies heve
becy inereased in most countries, however, & Serious over—
aovding problen exists in those areas where ammissions to
the university nave not been carefully coctwlled, To soze
extent the probleiz is polivical, In btheir anxiety to oifset
the effects of the narrow colonial education, some goverane
ments opened their universities to for more students than
the available facilities, textbooks and teaching steff could
cater for, The result has Deen low standerds, poor conditions
of study, a high failure rate, and students frustrated by the
medioere education they are receiving."

dow could Pax Romana's Hntraide Programme be planned to
meet with some of the uceds discusscd ~ere?

Since the end of the last war therc neve been a series of
"local wars". These have affected the lives of many students

who are now'refugees" in rakisian, India, Hongkong sad Vietsam.

Are our Federati.asaware of their responsipilities in this
Yegard and arc those responsipilitics being carried out at

" Fundaco Cuidar o Futuro




Leadership Training Course - Singapore

Jorkshop II — Nationalisin i: Asian Universities and Student roliticel Letion

we 1L Describe the different forms of student political action in the
natior o Arc these a result of national consciousness in Lsiz
to-day?

a) "Although there have been differences, events in India, Indo-
cihina, Burwa and Iadonesia, as well as in China and Japan
in the last century, form part of a single historical nrocess,”

‘Could the unitary character of the revolution be disceried
in the universities of 4sia? ihat ave its iuplicatious?
(eege the "inglish" cleuent in India, Ceylon, Surme and
lialeya) .

b) "o call this a nationalist or anti-colonial revoloti m is
misleading; +the liberation of a number o: peoples frow:
colonial rule is the more apparent, not the zore imporient
aspect of the revolution, wHether it is a socisl, econocic
and cultural revolution; it is the extension, through thc
wediwa of colonisatioa, of that proecess which in the 10th
and 19th centures caused the economic, technical, social
and politicil transformation of .estern society icto a
modern, nighly develojud industrialised qoc:.c.‘bv. In igig

the r.c1 4
e e panee Graro-Futiano

Joes the university in Asia illustrate the remark tazt "the
tempo of the ;rocess aas oeen much quicker, and the different
phases have overlapped"? What are the conscguences Lor tne
student?

¢) This _rocess "started with the introduction of Jesteri edu-—
catlon and lestern nincieenth century political philosoVe.s
awoke a Dolitieal interest in tue intellectual elite ané 1ade
the Asians conscious of their owa oroblems and of the osgi-
bility of solving them; at the same tie it wade them wware
of their own cultural heritage and traditicn, therchy givisg
birth to ssian natiouclism" ¢ Through the saue Process vaey
have become to some extent separ.bted fro . that heritege snd
‘hre-.di*;if.-a.

Is this deseription borne out by the events in Asia to~day,
and by the actions of its leadors?
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a)

b)

c) -

Torkshop ilo, 2

nces of this ccinsciocusness and action,

It has been said that the introduction of Jestern thovght and
culture contributed to the rise of Asian nationalism in 2
negative way as well as a positive one., "It not only caused
vhe formation of a Western educated class which accepied tie
superiority oi Western civilis tion and aiwed at reshaping
Asian societies on the Jestern model; it also caused a
revulsivn among the conservative elements, leading to a
religious and cultural revival, This inspired an altogether
different brand of nationalisn, violently anti-lestern end
reactionary."

How is this statement borne out in your contact with "natioo—
alist-minded"students? How could this uegative resction be
changed into constructive action?

Two points on Communism were stated as follows: Communism
has succeeded in Asia so far as it has succeeded because
it has become a factor in the Asian revolution., The fact
that cow unism supports that revolution in order %o wesken
the "imperialist' cam»" and not because i% believes that
people should be free or that peasants shouid ovm the land
they till is wholly igrelev&nt, Commmisi: - to use the

ianxist [RERCACe C IPEIRIOY | HLEQe the
Asien revolution. Indeed there is a sossibi.ity thzt future

historians way look at the events we are passing througn frow
an altogether different standpoint and reach the conclusi-a
that world camwmismn, far from exploiting revoluticnary
tensions in 4gia for its own purposes, was oul a iLes=nc by
which bacitward stagnant societies were brought within the
orbit of modern civilisation",

"Prive vinister Wehru Has called our age groun the GITZ ATT i
OF SACAIFICE, but it is often difficult for the aspiring lewyer
or liberal arts student to admit that his talents would bve of
use to society, and probably to hiwself, were he to siudy
agricultural economics or vil.age develoiment, Yet the

ability of the Southeast Asias nations to imice Progress

depends on hundreds of difficult individuval decisions which

do result in that choice."

How could the nati.nalis¢ sentiuents of the student be
constructively tmanslated into action - "the iadividusl
decisions whica do vesult in that choice".

Qe 3 In this context what is the specific role of vour Federation?
Hov could each member fulfil his part in it?
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Worzshop II1 ~ Student Press

Je 1 What is the situation of the student press in your ¢o: nurv?
What are its aizs?

a) Present day India oves a deep debt to (the) ner elite; bub
at the saue time its deficiencies should not be ignored. Iis
prineipal failure was its sociel and psychological distance
from tihe people, that is to say froo those who did not Imow
dnglish. To these peo le, comprisiang ninety per cent of the
populatica, the elite looked and behoved like strangers. Yae
attitude of the elite, fortunavely enough was not one of
fewdal conteupt toward the canaille, but of benevolemt refom:
which later developed into a sort of romantic identifiecstion
with the peopless.In fact, romanticism has been built izto
the very mentel structure .7 the new elite, .hile soite of
these developed from a fauiliarity with the Znglish romantic
poets, much of il came from the situstion of social dissatis—~
faction, The logical couclusion of rom:aticism is The cloying
senticentality of much of odern iodian literaturg peinting
and MuSice e .SANTILATHALITY IS SEITL AT, CL‘ LD L AN TLie
COUCBIVED LEA, THE I9E., O RaCHIHG U7 TO TR R3ALIsT TZ.T
IS oD TIERE;

(The ,rFum,a@@@sQwedanaQoqumd -

of the canner in which Bnglish was taught; and with the
increasi dominance of the Mnglish lanjuage, the raégorous
precision of Sanskrit was lost ag well, )

b) 'Is it true of your country that by defeult of other puirers,
the responsinility for ncurishin. and puiding the sublis scul
has fallen to the journalist, who not only is one of the least
cultured types in co temporary socielty but who 1oreoveless
adnits into his profession the frustr ted pseudo~intellectials
full of resestuent and hatred towards what is truly spiritusl?!

. "Furtherumore the ao_rnailsu's profession leads him to under-—
stend by the reality of the times That which crectes a pacsing
sensgtion, regordless of what it is, without any heed for
perspeciive or architecture, Real 1life is certainly, purely
of the present; but the journalist deforms this truis:z waen
he reduces the present to woe momentary, and the monentery
to the sensationale. The result is that in the .ublic ccuscious=
ness today, the image of the world ap ears exactly uvside dom.
The spage devoted to neople and afizirs in ths press ls inver-
sely proporticaste te their substantial and enduring izoriteace;
what stands oubt in the columms of bhe newspapers and nagarines
is what will be a "success" and bring notoriety. .Jere the

. Periocdicals to be freed frow wmotives that are unspeasadle; were
the dailies Zept chastely aloof from any influence of ioney
in their opini. ng = +the press would still,of itself, Toxrsce
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its proper mission and paint the world inside o.tj not 2 1itile
of the grotesque and genor:l usset of our age.s.is the result
of tais unchallenged svay of the press as sole "spiritusl
power",

How could such a situation ve chaiisew? .Jhat is the role of
the student press in a country where "the press is inversely
proportionate to their substinticl and enduring iaporizice?

Is is true that in souwe parts of what was British Asia
"students know more about the history of 3Sritish trade uniocne
ism and tha current disiubes among British socialiss tacn
taey do of their ovm history or politiesy that taey zre
more familiar -with the writiay of G.D.H. Cole, Herolc lesid

and Joim Strachey than thelr own ritersses?™
In this regard, what is the role of the student press?

"The COriental view glways voices grievances, the Jestern
viev glways justifies the eyents which have given cause %o
those grievances bub shwould have aot. Should the Orientel
view be Orieatal, then it must dwell on grievonces, because
for the Orient those grievances conctitute the real thing,

g daTa s e o N AT = o W01 W o Whosg

and r-moved seriously."

Is this Oriental view charocteristic of the Oriesntel student
press? Is the “grievance" eleaent a destructive rother
than a constructive factor in the student press?

In the report issued by COSEC recently it wus pointed out
in.the chaper on 'llatioual Language Faces o Chalienge! that "it
rencins to be seen if the present university policies will
be able to withstend the i.pect of nsticmalism, In Ceylon
langucge sas becoue o major issuee...In Burmna, on the other

- hand, while studsats have been vociferous in the opiui.us of

edueational poliey, suggestions thot the medium of instructioan
be cuanged have seldo: neen .ade, There is always the dozger
ithat longuage, an issue supercharged with emotional couno—
tations, will be used by some politicims os a Jolitiesl
Yootball to exploit natic ~lict sentiment, This is not ©o
deny that there shouid be ciiajes, but siiply to suggest how
imoorteat it is thot they be based on educational exp:rience,
not euotion," :

How could the student press voice this "educationnl exverizace"
and add to it raticually withou’ Deing clouded by extrerie
national enotionalis=?
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(Comment by Prof, iguyen—Jjusng-Trizn, Rector of the llatiozal
University of Vietuai: "One of our objects was to proote
the Vietnamese languege iito a jenuine instrument of natisnal
culture, our basic educational vehicle. This goel casn de
reached through a ygradual and careiul process of linguistie
codification, The Vietnaese professors are alive to tih's
necessity, dith due discretion they aave seviled dom GO
work on its It rests solely on them; having coujered notes
and results and contributed to the unificatiin of scientifie,
medical and philosophiczl nomenclature, to determine a dave
for its fuller adoption, They can be subjected to no otner
pressure than their own couscieaces"),

£) Student newspapers not infrequently coue uv agaiunst auboer.tic
government action, students unicns' control and cowtzrol by
political parties,

Jhat are tae means awvailable {0 ensure the presence of an
objeci.ve studeat press free frou the interferences described?

Are the aims ¢ .nsistent with tne real needs of the society in
which the student press is placed? ifhich are the more wgent
factors that should be considered?

a) Eaa.rkemrmn @m d@m it suﬁq” ta wnfal-
sified, 2 o IL=1i¢ 1 'st s m:sow_a all
needed today., The busy noise of the hour must no longer
drown out the VOX HUliAllA, the essence of the mman which has
becoire a voice, Tais voice nust not only be listened %o, it
mast be answered and led out of tae lonely monologzue into tse
awaltening conversation of the peoples, Tae peoples umst co.e
into conversation with one another through their humen men if
great peace is to ap.ear and the devastaled life of the eaxrth
is to renew itvself, The zre.t peace is something essenticlly
different from the absence ol war,

PAX = its name does not si_nify that so.etihing whi.ch men call

war no longer exists now that it holds sway = thot is
too little +to enable one to understand this serenity, It
means that now sometiing exists, thal is grecter and iz Tier
than ware. dHuman passions enter i to var as the waters i vo
the sea, and it disposes of them as it likes, 4ut iz the
great peace they must enter asg dre into tue Pfire that uelis
and trangbrms it, and now the human peo;les wil.. bulld with
one another with more powerful passion than they have ever
fought agaiast one another,

The @an in erisis is the man who will no longer entrust His
cause to couversation bdecause its presupposition, trust is
lacking, This is the reason wiy the war-possessed anti-pesce
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waich goes by the name 0i Deace nas been ablo to overcoue
maakind, In every earlier historical period of nezce where
aas arisen tue living word between man and en which Size
after tise draws the poison out oi the differcences of i-terests
and coavictions, so thal they do not senerate i.to the absur—
dity of no-iurtier, into the radness of must~wage war,

This living word of human couvers: tion that from time to

time mskes its flights, wntil the _adness swothers it, now
appecrs lifeless in the aidst of the non-war, The debetes
between the representutives of stat:s which the radi: co.veys
to us no lomger .eve anything in common with a huwmen cone
versavions they do not speak to one another but the fzceless
public, Iven the congroesses and couferences which comvene

in the name of an understanding between peoples lack the
substance wiiich alon¢ is avle to elevate their deliber.ticus
to genuine conversativn: ezndid directness in address sad
answer, DBut what is corcentrated there is only the wmiversal
fact that men are no longer willing or no louger sble to
speak Girectly to one a:other, They are not gble bee.use
they no longer trust one another, and each kmows that the
other no longer trusts him. If by chenge one pauses in the
bustle of contr..ictory tali and recollects himsslf, then

he notices thot is all his relations to others hardiy sayicing
persistsc that deserves to be called trustess

Por ho sl 3| REEE)E 1) b[EF16)-frod BldeGre callea
na'bura.l_y, wio fightt toduy within each people the bettle czeinst
the anti-human, T.mse- wno build the grest wilmown froot '
across manlkind shall make it lmown by speaiing unrescrvedly
with each other, not overlooking what divides then, bub
determined to beur it in comton.

In opposition to thom stands the one who profits fron the
divisio s between the peoples, the anti-humen in men wiiech
is sub-huwian, the eneuy of :mn's will fo becone & trie huwwnity,.

The word Saten meons i Hebrew hinderer, That is the right
designation for the antirhuman io wmen and in the husan racs.

% us not allow this Botenic elesent in men to hinder us fram
reclizing van! Le. us release specch frou its band Ies us
dare despitc all, to trusti™ (Lartin Fuber),

In what vays would the s‘budent oress be able to hcurken vo the

human voice,

%o 3 Wnat is the tesk of the student press in such o situation? Any
suggestions as to how this could be carried out?



