How %o promote Chritden thinking on co?:r@um of wen
YE.

snd women in Church ond society; M af' interns.

tion:l contnets and ecumenicul dialogue.

DERNG
For this session, "o tour de tsble" was proposed, &m Which

e~ch pnrticipant-:;ggi is or her porlonal opinion with
regard to the re.uwinc nepecte oﬁ-—m doys of discusion:
- dtiah.tepﬁcuvcautd be seen =8 arese of gomseneus, o
comuon denominsters, cutting scress nctiomsl or cultursi
frontiors;
- Mquaumt%ge percoelived =8 controversinl, not
in general but in the hic et nunc discussions of this
group; wheeh p}mtﬁzvﬁ‘éa smbiguous amgolvod =88 or oN
which no sgreement wus resched)
e nr.anvsgre sven oo importint for the future-~
quastions fer fwurther study, roncrete stepes for ndﬁon,

priorities Tor & possible future meeting.

@ Tfollguwi ' -reean!tne
of the smxﬁpmmﬁ M m:in points
of the discussion. Pirst, the srens of consensus which
smerged:

The growp wee unonimoue in ssserting thet discviminstion
grinst women, in subtle or more overt forms, exist iwm
lorge ereas of both church md society «nd is bulid into
tho siructures, »ttidudes :md rel tionships of people.

L0 the churches, particuliriy, thewve is need fov upd-ting,
snd for full scceptsomnce of the evolution in wen/womsn
roles that hes taken plece in sociefty. It was noted thot
the prejudices X£§° similor in »11 the churches, Protes-
tent ond Catholic( those which ordsin women and those
which deo not).certnln potterns of discriminstion appeny
to rosssert themsolves oven in the ycunger generstion,
€.« nmong the rndiesl student groups in Pronce and the
United Stotes. We seem hordly to be sble o chonge the
self-imege of mon and womonj; their self-concepts are
bound to the mssculine chsracter of our culture and in-
stitutions,
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- The experience of the meeting hes shown thet the problem
of man/wom:n fulntionlhips snd cooparastion i8 » very ge-
neral one, appesring im sll natiomnlities, cultures, re-
ligiome bodies, c~ge-groups, professions, but ¢t the smme
time ¥ finds very ®ifferent eoxpressions in difforent
socio-cultursl settings. Hence, the importonce of inter-
nationsl and ecumenicnl ssml oxchange.

-~ There is a imecrasing swareness thot the question o@ wo-
men i8 not » separste question, but that it touches the
roots of hupsn existence comceived =ne » duslity of man-
womten, Thers is a no "womsn qeustion® which is noé also

e \FlTAGES....(Sec Furineey
a "men question® the growing imprct of technolo-
gy in society, nlso men =re searching for o mew identi-
ty: o cortain crisis of man is due to chenges in the
potterns of work, which influences his senge of nchieve-
ment, chenges am the use of free time etc, Therefore the
problem ie not so much the rdvancement of women, but ra-
ther the advencement »nd full development of human beimgs,
sen «nd yEMBeApSordy ) [EOILILLy =i Bo workiag
together %o breask’ down the stereotypee, the frise inter-
protations of "neture' smd "role", the attnchement o
osutworn L-metl{finagu- of man and womsn are 80 interre-
lated that o change in the one will involve a chen@eo in
the othnf} Some ppint to the dunger that people,stressing
the necesséty of » solution for the crisis of wamn, do so
in order te evoid tc deal sericusiy with the problem od
~ diseriminstion agaifiet women,

/ZIn the Christien trodition, the mind-body dusnlism, the
distrust of sexuslity and «flfectivity ond the insistonce
on procreantion ne the primary »im of werrisge, have con-
tributed to o repression of free »nd humasn expressions
of sexuniity.

~ Modern science and technology have given humsn beings
ailmost complete control over their own bodies ond orge-
nic processes, Concorn was expressed over man's =bility
to live with snd use these new powers in a human snd bu-
 menizing way.
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In approaching the mesning of sexuality, we must tuh\fas
starting peint, = serious study of the scientific fin-
dings, e.g. in neurology, gemetics, physioclogy, biology
and psychology gemerally, We must slso toke into account
the findings of sociology =nd anthropology as to the &
different wmeaningg snd modes of expression of sexuslity
in different cultures.

In the meny expressions of discrimination we can see the
influence of power structures, as supportéd snd suppor -
ting by verious forms of discrimunstion. Henee, in order
to hring sbout significant changes, it i» necessary not
only to influence public opinion in genersl, bat to frome
strategies for sction, to build pressure groups to chon-
ge the structures from without =nd from withing in short,
the probiem clesrly has a political sspect,

The youngor gemeration does seem to be little intereated

in the discussion cbout cooperation of wen -nd women
AND

in the Omﬂ%mjmrldmor existing
A2
patterns of ma “n relationships. They uﬁm their

ways of bresking through existing patterns, but it is
clear thot they cnm profit from freeer structures, which
de not exist in other sectors of society., Therefore they
have by no u-no\%ﬁ‘tonu&wn snd discrimination, and
are themselves victims of certsin traditiomal mnsculine-~
paternalistic attifudes s»nd behavior patterns,

There is » gop between the ideas of = group such as is
present at this meeting snd the concrete renlity of the
mon and women in meny other circles of society.

The following sress wwre perceived ns comtroversisl or
did mot get =n conclusive smswer.

J place . OfF Wolen irn e Laurch.,

Some, particulasrly younger people, see this question se
marginal, snd would rather put the emphasis on the place
of women in society, in ecomomic snd political nctivities
ete, /&;\

Others see the promotion of women in the church essentinl,

becruse the churches should be the first to beor witness
ta tha annslty Af man and seamas . Nisr=tmination im ke
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churches (in the institutional structures snd in the &t-
tidudes of individuul mewbres) diminishes tho credibility
of the christion teaching on humsn dignity, osnd mskes
sy sction of christisns sgeinst discriminetion ruther
doubtful in the eyes of non-Christiasns,
% e % A0 HADLsSEy ol  Ghd Hl'Clie
Por some Ahie guestion is not so importsnt, because mi-
nistry (snd pagticulsrly the catholis priesthood) is,
in its $reditionsl interpreteotion, loosing its attrocti-
Veness anh its velevamce to ouxr tiwe, snd there is no
cleer comcept of its mesning =nd volue, Too, if women
would citor eccleginstical structures therg is dunger
that thoy will strenghtean these structures in their hie-
rarghieal-clericsl tondences These structures should
firset be changed. Much more in this perspective the strass
should be leid om women’s participstion 28 responeible
loymewbers in the Chuveh, ond not so much on their place
in the wministry of $the Chureh.

Fundacao Cuidar o Futuro
Others regard the opening of the windstry to women s <
vital for a renewed occlesioleogy =nd for the domsnded
change of the structure of wministry. The aceeptance of
women in the priesthood will bring sbout & now reflection
on the moaning of ministry and o new theological reflec-
tion of the equality of wen and women., Moro-over 4t 4s »
test coses are church suthorities gemuinely willing te
recept women 8 egual paviners in cooperation? Prom the
point of view of soripture snd theology there are no
valldd crgumentes sgoinet the entry of women into the priest-
bood, ¥From the peoint of view of pastoral theology thers
aYe even muny acrguments in favour of wowen ministers,

OMEr i

AT 2d s 4 1" FRILEE Ll e

For somo it oseemed desirsble to set up officinl working
groups or sscretorints, e.g. u centrel office in Rome
{(to correspondent to the Depsrtment of cooperstion of
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men snd women, of the World Council of Churches) n»s well
a8 similnr bodies on the national or local levels, to
wouL
which » systematic study snd coordinoted actionm ahould
be entrusted in order to overcomwe the existing deficien-
cies in the cooperstion of men snd women in the Church.

Afother view holds that the most efficacious action comes
_ft‘u- the "gress-roots", from independsnt groups or mWove-
monts. An officinl body holds the donger to loose flexi-
ility in the long run and risks to be forced teo compro-
lilee. If more explicit sttention to the question should
bl given, cooperotion of men snd women should not be
irented 48 » separate issue, but should be introduced

i’

8 o baaﬂc concern within the various departments of the
ihuarch olﬁ.g. the Council of the Leity, the secretariste
/for Justice smd Peace, the Secretorinte for Unity of

C 3 e '-"': S e ) 71-{5_ Eszi'é’/_v({ o
cn?zawc £ mﬁ?&' m meohnbﬁm's
groups === essentisllyfes the improvement of men/women
| relstions: women meed to relste to other women to find
i | their own idemtity snd to become conmscious of the comtri-
i ;;t bution they could moke as » group and =8 %gnﬁzlgx Atgm B

i church snd society. Attention was drawm toVthe existence
\ of o Yomend Liberation Movement in the UsBSeAss women &
§‘ felt the need to work directly on their own problemss of
emsneipotion and did no lenger expect =my relevant sup-
| port from men in their search for = equivalent place &

{ in wee society.

' Others sought that women’s groups were gradually loos8ing
/lf' their relevemce as an adequote approach to reflection

\ on and ke pursuit of equal chaenges for men ond women.
J The well being of men snd women is so interrelsted =nd
: mutuslly dependsnt, that separate groups may involve the
r dsnger thsat men ond women do not reach each other with

I /o THIS Wa

i their idess snd se strehgthen the pesition of men or
44 women »8 "the other", Mixed groups wilil help to overcome
om incomscious discrimination from both sidee emd 4n
chonging the self-imnge of both men and women may hope

to build the basis for a balanced cooperstion.




3.

o =
it weas however asdmitted that out of =2 sociologicnl and
peychivlogical need »nd for proeticsl reasons too, women's
groups will continue to exist (»s there will remnin men’s
groupe).

Alt.h uah thare were no such -8 apposing views, there

wns a difference in spprosch, Some Yook » philesophic
deductiva approscli to the totality of being, viewing
masouline snd feminine »s principles of the cosmic order,
snd avelving » coherent theory of men/women relationships
in thie universal perspoctive. From this philosophy of

1ife norme could be derived regording the voestion/role
which women must rssume in order %o fin® her place in

the hiersrchic erder of the cosmos (elements of chinese
philosophy were introduced here).

By woy of contrast for those who Fookthe inductive appresch
of soecial uc:lonoes. study of the problem of women’s
ausncipation “ be bused on haord emperical deta, In

order € to change
public EE::MM n individu'l agﬁquzorms acien-
tific studies of the ctu-1 situstion sse indispenssble.’ |
It wos sdmittod thot one should be om gunrd against = |
tendency %0 take stntistic outcome of resesrches »8 nor-
m--tivé. To bring sbout chunges in tho complexity of

secial relntionships, structures -nd sttitudes, ¢ clase
acooperction botween scientists and sotion-groups wné oon-
siderod neceasnry.

SpBACEOBEBARAEE Open (mestions, ,
How con wa bring cbout chonges in sttidudes end in the
self-image of both men ~nd women? (problem of conseiom-
tisotion®). Why is 1'!; 'hhat won de mot seem to put thanm-
selves inte qu-tiwm vvm do, Is there something 1idike
a “"erisis of men" coming up? How csn wo heip both men '
and women to become more swere of existing pwejudices .
snd more open to change.

.\
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Whot is the meaning of sexuslity in humsn 1ife? What
could be the Haa!.n&%tlibncy? Are we moving toward a
"desexuclisatie” in society, = world of "unisex®, or
sre we just emtering » period in which the wesning of
sexunlity is being understood snd integrated in » more
harmonic concept of humen existence?

How crm wwe communicote with smd learm from the younger
gemerstion? Hoew con we stimulate them to snalyze their
situstion snd come to new models of relstiomships for
the future? Is there sowmething ss » strategy possible
to find new modes of expression of cooperstion of men
and women in the couple, in family life, in education,
in the professions, in the church? How to get them ne-
copted? How does ome "experiment” without invo§ving the
drnger to becomwe isolated orvexcommunicsted”.
Stotistics tell us that for the mear future a very high
percentsge of young wowen will morry ( e.g. 97 ?f in Ger

pRRIGE AND
meny). Should we not work ot better comcepts oflfamily

1ife ®eo Fm@m qmﬂwﬁ pﬂtm of roles and

images of me

Hos our westernm culture (especially in the northern

eurvopesn countries) created special difficulties and &
desequilibrium in the relstions of men snd women? Wee-

tern idess, norme and attitudes have beem introduced in
non-western countries (colonmial Wriauul‘_und it is
obvious that our concept of personslity snd/fman/womsn
relstionship hod often demnging res@ilts (through the e-
ducstion we gsve) for the development of » "mew gehera-
BLom® , BECAUSE THEY WERE mor AOAPTED TO LOCAL CULTURES (BceulrvRpTION —
How can we help the messes of wemen to understond the e
problems of men/women relations; how can we educnte them

to prepsre themselves for an integrated place in society.

Are there special problems for the single professional

woman in our society? Where cen their comtribution be
stimuloted ond getting scknowledged.



- To orgunize another meeting of this general type.

~ TPuture meetinge would be entiched by the participation of:

. representatives of other culfures, prriicularly from
the new nntilons;

. men snd women in sppro_ximotely equel mumbers) to
guorantee sm eguiv-lent contribution :nd te enrich
the discussion.

. reprosentetives of the generction under 30 - - “"young
people can chenge your iders more than mony books®,

~ The ae-t wecting shuld he more clesrly interdisciplencry
in spprosch, with » wore specific topic, and papers dis-
tributed to prriiciponts in advance.

- The next meeting shuld focus more strdizly upen the future,

- Possible topics: the couple, the family, the rspect of

"lave®, the eoopgfation 9f mon ~nd women in religious

seups, EREA0EE EUFOBF O tilLIi@acip-tion of

women versus ewmuncipstion of society.

- To develop ¢ proghan of »ction flﬂamﬂhr to discuss
the vorious methods -nd strategios for socirl chenge,

~ To stimul-te reserrch on these questions; psrticularly
in progroms of research xirmxxmis »lrecdy pi-mmed, 0 &
introduce the zspect of v n/womsn differences »s bearing
on the subject under study.

~ To exchunge references with » view %o building up » ceri-
tic-1 bibliogrophy.



