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'- New ”_Chief in Lisbon

Gen. Francisco da Costa Gomes

Spectal to The New York Times

LISBON, Sept. 30— Gen.
Francisco da Costa Gomes
has become President of Por-
tugal almost by default. A
void had to be filled after
the suddent resignation of
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Like kis predecessor, he is
a career officer who rose
through the ranks in the
service of & regime that he
now denounces. Up to this
year, he was lanvud only
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a trust in C
* by sending him on a short

‘Africa, ‘where careers could
be made and opportunities

for promotion abounded. He

fought the African liberation
movements in Mozambique
from 1965 to 1969, first as
second in command and then
as commander, and took
¢ommand of Portuguese
forces in-Angola in 1970,

In September, 1972, Gen-
eral Costa Gomes became
head of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, and a year later Gen-
eral Spinola became his dep-
uty. When, in February of
this year, General Spinola
took the unheard-of step of
‘publishing a book criticizing
the African wars as well as

the situation in . Portugal,

. General Costa Gomes cast his

Tot with his comrade by
backing the book. In March,
he and General Spinola re-
fused to appear at a gather-
ing of generals to
fealty to Premier Marcello

 Caetano, and the same day

the two men were dismissed.
1 For a month, he remained

. at General Spinola's side,

wal - and waiting until,
m% 25, a group of
threv the C “s regime in
{.i%0 e, de chunSareil nctle
leadeistup or the moyement
by becoming the second-
ranking member of the Junta
of National Salvation, the
seven-man body of senior of-
ficers that ruled the country

during the first weeks.

A Law Unto Himself

General Spinola showed his
General Costa Gomes

visit to the African colonies




