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Maria ¢e Lourdes Pintasilgo was invitad to talk on the
panzl aboURAACAD LUK O FULLIFE ccuntity in
solitical power'. This talk took place during the

A RLD CONRETENCE ©7 JOM3N, in the aon-governmental orga-
nications Fforum. I¢ is a challeapge to pur rcflecticn on
a problematic that we, as women, soactimos try to solve

in n non-creative woy.

(for more information on this World
Conference, soe notice entitled
THMFORTAUT INTORMATIONAL AND NaTIONAL

CLIE,.8B1I53EG)
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Bcuality. Jith what? hat arce the noras? Jith whom cre we
going to be e¢~ucl? I don't take ror granted that tiho norm ic
men, even in the exercise 2f slilitical paower.

As women, if e have access to so-callad poalitical pouwer, wWe
héve to change thoe very nature of theot political pswer., He
know what it has donc, what it insiovs on doing and therefore
the only real int.rost for wuomen to gZot int2 the arcena of

3

wolitical poncr ic to bring sbout z2nother tyze of conece ts,
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not only sf how power is exercised, Lot nlso hown you can inter-
weava the ¢ifferent elemunts that make up the nolicy of o country,
cither interiorly or in its relntions ‘with othor countrics.

This 2006 mcean a tremendous strugzle aad implics ané demands
uncommon attitudces, uncommon options and nlso a radical change

of conce.ts. And wo have to be ready to pay the price Cor it)

T a=q banaed by the goveramcat OF ay own gcountry.

Therefore any time that you Aattompt 19 chanre and o introcuce
_something that ic differoent - and aot tecauce it is differcat-
tut because you are n different being, you inacdintely bDocome a
throat to thoe establishment. 7ou vecome o thrcat mainly, not

o much Lecause you Lehave according to this or that ideology

but because what you say and what you dn is to some extent un-
forseceavle.

As women,we are dealing with reality. J¢ are - even when won
call us icdgealistic - extrecaly fragﬁntic and it is those prag-
matic steps which takye into nccount the mellbeing of people and
the basic Fuman necds tﬁa%vdisrupt the cu-erstructure ubere men
get themeelves IMUNCIOCAE-GUbARO FUtarEr: were shey
like to imegine that everything goes f[or the best in the best

of the worlds and when at the same time they rot the acknowlod-
gement of boing up there on 2 slatform, which appears t9 them ac
extrenely renarding,

T wouléd likc to start from ay oun SXPCT T GNC e Ibea bave I
expericncaed c-uality?

Zruality, the goneral term, etunlity sHEYS megn g tley are, 4
have ex;erienced in what 2 cnll Frontivr-situations. 1in THQ
oxciting montho of rupturu,'af radicnl change. There you could
not make o dictinction betuevn men and womon becruse we were all
caught in the same drive. Ilobody had storeotypes at that moment
- not even about political Lehaviour., WHC Ahsle country was
going to be shaped in & new way. 1 was not oanly primeg-minister
last yesar but I wasg sinister of sceial atiairc in the firest

year after the revolution in my own c juntry ¢ad at that time
eruality wes gomething that you csuld exjeriznce at all moments,
bzcause the revolutiosnnry ideal got us nll i the samg wave-
length.

I have 2lsc exnericaced in the contact uith the pesple. 4nd 1

can cay, coaiag fr a country wbich is Touth frow the llerth,
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that the r&al simple poople in the rusal reas, in the factorics
wheraver, <ven in the shipynrdo, wherc only @ea work, ¢o not

discriminate =t all against a yoman Uwercising political DOWEr.

It is when wec come td the upper clasces of socigty that women
exercising political Homor arc discriminnted. Becauso, indeed,
they disrupt the nrestige men have acouircd and they disrupt
very basically the prestige the wives 5f those men have, because
these women arc nothing but the mirrors of their husbands,

_But the people in pgenorald Thinking not only of 2 developing
country lik: ay own, but also of seople in bighly incdustrialized
countries who have to undcergo a lot of work, a lot of frustra-
tion commuiing from the job to their homoes being sudbject to *
all the déemands cf the consuemer society, we verify thot thaey
too identify and reclgnies a woman in any fuanction of politicnl
power wituout discrianination.

L thira arsu>x wiith whom I cxpericnced eruality in a strong way

has boen with women wh2 hove asthing t: louse, TheSe are women

who have acauired & very high degrse 2F awareness of their
gituation as vu.{;urg@{aga@ Cﬁrﬂalcxg"i:utur nomen who have
ncthing to lassc have ideontified with aw in =y 2Wn strugslcec -

then I have felt comploetely ccual. 1 have Felt behind we an
seteom which is not in official Figurces and official laws, but
is in somethine that gives you nuch aorc strength than the for-
a2l esteem would have.

I have 2lso uxaerignced wiunlity in the traditizanzl sense, 1
think we shoulén't wmake a print abrat that., At this woncat in
gsciety. technical ~uostinns and manaperinl tasks of goveraing
either in local, at national or cven at internatioasl level,
can be tackled ccuslly Ly men or somon. Grunlly, I mcan, with

the same capncity to Geal uith them in 2 sorict point of vViowW.

Can we say that there is ezuality? °f course there is nut.
domen practically have the rignt T3 vote evoryubere, acvertbe-
lecs_tfey don':t excrcéice their right t2 voie a8 Fully as aci,
the percentopge is aluays louer, ticy don't clect ather women

and there are foew woamen in decision-anking.

4s a fricné of wine from Finland sointed cut in 2 receat me sting
cf Uaitar, even when thore is a =reat namboer of wongn snd o

high -ercentagze in a asntionzl goveraing or legislative body -
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she ngntton .d 26,. of women in the¢ Finpdish parliament - oven then
you can ask if thocc woucn maoke a differcnce. Or zre they, like
in the labour-force, just o2d4ing to the nuabers that already are
there? . Is there o differcncu?
Come cuantitative facts are alyays pointed out: that there arge
more women exercising political power at the local level than
at national level., dell Gut what after ©oat? If thoce facts
that we Xnow all about sre clcar, I think ‘hat there ic onc
clement that is extrenely iasortant: it is that woacn cxercising
go#ur in the traditional way way bebove a3 @on do nad certainly
ﬂg?yus do that. Tut I =m convinced vatt w:on the -uantity will
avy.unt to o certaim nuiteed, & cunlitative chaage will Taz. slree,
Lnd the imozet of women will seally be felt, nzt <nly uvecauly
sppeon A, I or C ic =~ aitc different and - aits anare ¢t wor oun
béing as a woman, but becausc that force 2f women will try, will
express sociologically anathcer tyose of ecsncern,
I think bowcver that the direct change 2t o cualitative lovel is
very imjortant. I think that we have to be aware that therce are
women whd are 4:i}FRjEﬂ;EK3 €: Ghar. t E)xn a way in
which it is exercised oh the asﬂ tfner£§j£u1, but becnousc
these women ore on the samc platform and they are surc that they
are egual, thgy can ¢éare to L@ different. They can darc to be
just wbat they arce. And just what thoy are way very often @enn
treaking the rules ag they have beun uscd by men wmithout roolly
being challenged.
That being different, certoinly, wiil .odint to aother sets of
values. Therc is notbiang more disreptial in a cocicety than the
erpence of new values, bocause they will put éery strong Gomands
‘on the routine to which wo all finally arc submitted,.
I would ask what is so intcrosting about cxercising political
power as man do? At the receat seainar of Unitar I could aot
regist telling a story wiich 1 can't resist telling nosr, In
'76 several women ministors from Zastora and Jeetern Burope
met in Feleium at the invitation of the minister of culturc.
it was n very nice cosy atmosplere. 4 woman who was at the time
a guesticn to
minister of justicc and culture in Lonmark wWas ngking thc minie-
ter of health From tho Netherlands, The threc of us werce sharing
notes on what we had buen doing aad the one {rom senmark says to

the Dutch ono: V have you been doiag lately?™
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“he thought for n while and voplivd: wigll, you 4now, = lot of
noncense and a few nice things,"

I ask who arce the men who would v ablye to say tha That a

<7

1ot of the red tope in whatover administration really is a lot
of nonsense; in the midst of it therc arc some niec¢ thinrs which

nozd to be done and which indeed mean o improveaent ip peonles!

1lives.
So for me, cecuzlity is an At“itude bBut it is also o sociel
scknowledpement, Jo often tond to thiak aore of th socisl <ck-

nowloedpeaent cut we have got to be oursLlves
I would 1lik:z to specify some Traps in which we women very often
£all e¢v.n in the analysis we maks atout vomen in pslitical DHower.
It is obtviocus that some special portfeling or some sectors of
activity in one country tave been sxercised by women., Health,
elfare, socinl affairs, zdueation, calture, cnvironmoat, those
have been the first fields in which women nave oxercised soliti-
cal poaer at local ~ad at national: level. Often there bae boen
criticism anonp us, ~moal feminict cireles saying this is that
nay because those soctors arce 'soft! iscues. In o way they nre
a continuztion Funda@a@ Cwﬂar‘ ‘O’I__du.'t-uro aould agree to
Some extent. It is very scldom that you 3ol women having rTes-
ponsability ir terms of foreinn nffzirs, ccoalmics, industry.
put: I think that it is important to stress soncthing. To call
socinl epd qultural iscues ‘solt! igsuvs 4t this time, at thio
turning of civilizatisn, I8 a trap. ~h.8< issues are 'soft!
For thosc whosc concept of development, of pl-aning, of pgovera-
ment-program is fragmentoed and scetorial and goes aloag with
the system and the rules of the states quo.
Rut whon these issuces ~re takon in 2 Looverament-orogran which is
basieally intor-sectorinl and swhich ie ‘onrud towards the fel-
fillment of the neceds of rcol peoplae, they ©an e o challynge
to the whole system. I know of situ~tiosns in which susactbady
baving n sortfolio on a soft isguc been e the majir threat to
the eoctablishmont, Lnve wosien beon nware 3€ thot? I think we
ars not sufficicently aware, Our acti’ in thise ficlds should
be much more daring =a¢ nuch more unicue in & #Y. [fuech awure
positive.

Je should %tnke stocikk of what ig coinp on in the world,



sz me this is an examnale 2f how wiwmen are (olliowuing the suagc
pattern ac men, by exereising or thinking that to ¢xerecice p3li-
ticdl power is just a -uvsticn of mupapgement and iatroducing a
few importent changes once in o while, T think zomen have ast
seen enough of thu cignificnnece of such {ivlds of action in
terms of radiecal social chanpe. I aa stroeseing that becousc the
opinion of imminent e¢cradcamists is that _cuoiomic scicnece is
coming to'nn end and ig {failianp to coae 9 2rips uith the present
change, If wc don't appeal to cultural values and to. the fun-
demental culturanl concepts of culture at the basis of devolop-
ment, we arc not cfotting anywbere, noither in the South nor in
the North, '

I also think that nnotber trap we £211 into is that we consider
political power very often as we would consider any other Lusi-
ness - a kind of carecer. I om convinced that it is not, If
women want another type of saociety, another wny of concoiving
theg theorie "nd the praxis of politics, somcthing c¢lse is nceded,
It is not so much professional politics but the solitical
dime¢ncion of all cphurces of life. /Zad if this political dimen-
sion comes to FUIRd@Q@Q Chli daEQ FAJthQan are ready to
gXercise political funetiona., T  think, heroe apoin, wimen have
o lot to say.

To list some othor agscets of the contialicticons OF political
pauwér 2as lived by women: central poucr versus loeal power,
giving back power to the pceple versus the need for motivations,
for inspiration, for more than the sum total that we get throupgh
the reprogointative dewdernacy and also the de-mythologising
power, which zomg %ill c¢all populism voersus the necd that cxists
everywhere £or distant cucluded political fipures, which in fact
can oecome wlemcents of security for ovocyone.

Finally the concept >f psiitical power like the concest of de-
velopment has been cealt with much of a nechaniczl way. What do
I mean by that? Politicrl power is person A gxcereising cortain
force over cerson, institution, society or natisn E, minus the
reaction that that other _erson, institution arlaociety has
against A. This is a strictly mechanical viewu,

Eut we don't live in the realm of simple and hareh mechanical

facts any longer. Power czn be secn in the thermsdynamic
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equilibrium of the whole cocmos and of goei.ty., It regudires

then anotihcer concopt of vnersy. gSnoeryy which is ot snce hoeat

and animatoed matiers Jdnerpy which con only Lo gragped in the
systomic balance of the diffcrent living osrganicme, 3nergy

wbich partly discip:tea itself and partly animates from within,
all the matter involved in any phycical transformation. I ascume
that power in thic context is leadershis, It meanc sense of
purpose and dircetion capacity to gencornte cacrgy 2round and
within.
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