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Portugal, as members of this Commiltee zre wel) awars, is a _
- country at an intermediate level of cconomic develeopment. We ars naither
" a highly industrialized country nor can we be describied as an exporter
of raw materialas or a2 "developing country stricto sensu” albeit several

developing commtries have GNP per capita nigher than the portumese,

t! Thus, we are directly interested on questions of development

and it was as a proof of our concern that we spoke at lenght on these

f 3 - -
" matters during the general debate of the 2nd Commiftee of the Oeneral

! Assembly,

And yet, besides other cogent reasens that can explain the

failure of the previouns Decades, one must ;Ecogniza that perhaps the

tends to limit it to a mere increase in economic production, instead of

lé);) seeing it ag 3 cultural process which such necessary growth is to be

inserted,
e —— *

Indeed, development is not a process per se, isolated from
human reality and its planetary environment. It is a cOntthOUqCEGSZI:\

C:, dimeniional phenamenon . the goals of which are to serve Man by releasing
/ 2 —

its creative potentialities and fullfilling jts materdal and cpiritual

—

e
needs, It 4s » liberating process that should emable Man tc fullfill
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‘being degraded in his humanity?".

13 . ! 3 - l \ -‘ { .T. s i
S i, b S, RIS 1 IS v videiltla A4 Do ilaus k4 . VR TV . Y =TT T o =) W }

himself both soclally and as an individual., 3een frem this perspective,
¢ne can better understand the shortcomings of present patlerns of
maldevelopment {including the mixed Llessing of the "green revelution"),

which, inter alia, have enhanced inequalities and generzted unemployment

—f\

and social disruptions.
“‘___‘—-—-.__

Development is thus » means,and a: such it has t- be judged by

its fmit@o called developing and developed sccieties

we would avoid what Pope John Paul IT has called "the unccnlrolled

development. of technology outside the framevork of a long-range authen-
tically humenistic plan", which gives rise to the question "in thia con-

text is man, as man, developing and progressing or is he repressing and

-

This initial consideration immediately implies i mumber of others

that < Without ladhvilig the ¢hapiixity oFf| thé mfoblem - czn be considered

LS

as defining in more concrete terms the attributes that appear tc us to

1 “qualify a true, comprehensive and scund development.,

~ First, it has to becme@'uhicw

Y s imposed or forced either by external elements or by interuzlly highly

=

bureaucratic central points of decizion; that can only happen if it is o

perceived as a need of the peoples m their own development

and requires their active participation both at a demoeratic decision

making level and at its implementation.It has therefore to put a stronger

emphasis @niw IWD | 1'

¥

Second, it has to be understood and inserted in @d

'____'_'_'_—-——-—-_\__
cietal framework ,-and emi:fagad as develcpmf-nt of the society as a whole,

That requires the acknowladgement that there are different paths of

-
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developuient that respect and issue from different cultures znd call for
genuine patterns and lifestyles that maintain national cohesiveness and

preserve: cultural identity, Such cultural systems may provide morzl incen

s —

tives and rewards and indeed put a2 premium on certain types of lifestyles,

 Third, it has to be stressed that development should aim at
fullfilling neads her that abstract increases in productien, Thus, a
type of development that is more demand and consumption orientad is, in

- many cases, the appropriate strategy.

| 'Four!.}:n. it has to naturally acknowledpe the need for social .
cievelc;};rnent and for such institutional and administrative changes that
will lead to the removal of the obstacles that impede the full emancipa-

i tion of the ‘popu:lations. thus enabling them to directly parti ci;:ate all
along the professiiuvliding the @juitatie bartaking of the fmit:s of

PrOgress.

A o In this context, the report of the recent meeting of the

{|flevelopment is the d sﬁ ctive problem that confronts the international

i

: on in the third development decade" clezrly puts the emﬁhasis on the
e e

Abproach which we would like to be adopted by this Committee., That report,

with which we fully agree, should be a very im;‘)'of_tig:% element for our

deliberations both on the principles ahd'cbjectives of/the Strategy, its

ke
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mmission for Social Development, by stating that "the néed for smialD

- —

Preamble and should in fact pervade the whole of the text. In this respect,

we would like to

the urpent need for the implementation of the
g__‘____'_________,_._.——‘————_--3

and for its provisions to

: Z

fewnn 7

—

claration on Scocial Progress and Developmen
__(—‘_'—_——)

be fully reflected in the new Strategy.
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\ : Fifth, it has to proceed throvgh environmentully sound and suge

tainable paths, in which Nature is not considered an adverzary to be

mastered and exploited but rather the framework and partrer without who-

se cooperation no form of develofrment can suceed. Thi: ecodevelopment

r. -‘___‘_-___-H--_-‘_-'-'-M = —
the arti ichotomy nzture-culture t_ﬁ"ﬁgfoﬁg’ib

[into an alliance 1tantly the underlying causves for environmental

degradation would have to be tackled.

_Sixth, self reliance has been a cat.chwcrd and an meig'uous con-

cept. At this staga it is becoming neceqoary to demystify it, by giving

it a more concrete meaning and by operation:lizing it,

g L For us it seems io be one of the main pillars of Development and

-

.2 necessary condition for sound global relations,

To concretize it, we would like to link it to some factors which

“ .~ although of an "independent" nature are related to it in many different

. ways. - -

reliance on local natur

e country's cultural and natural A

etwimnment best prov:des. this implies "inter alia." the variables of

ﬂerw pr-oducuc‘sn anms on_food pmdw?b

o, ' Second, the active promotion of technical and economic cnoperation

and on thé tyre of developmen

among developing countries, through means such as new and mors flexible

forms of integration and creation of multinational companies.

Tt might. entail a selective delinking in some areas. Also, a

b reorientation of production (nomely of food) to the internal market leading
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‘an unique path of development) has be

Fifth, self reliance should be festered not only &t the national
S siaange

' e
“(and collective level) but 21so “he intermediate 2nd individual levels,

through the stimulation of communities o*aani?at s and prass r‘cn“- mo~

vements and the reliance, through elueation,es mne's cvn cap=hilities,

~Mr. Chairman,

-
The myth or unrational belief 4in "im-u- rrogresh (#nd that of

rlghtly dencancs i—tte conditicns

"and factors that led ’co XIXth century industrial iz.a”-m capnot be recrea-

ted, By the same tnl-ren. the growing interdeneudenpe of natlon has destroyed

~ any dreams of autarchy for specific nations or groups of courtries,

4
-

J b AT

__for the croative Capacity ol Humankind, precbing of its "irner limits"

Now, for the first time in distory, there is a conscious international

effort i‘or a global undertaking. Such an undertaking requircs z full

partnership of the actors which can only be achiaved ere

is great progress towards the achievement of the goals of the New Interna-

——— —

‘tional Eccmomic Order and if intemall oV such deeisions are taken which

will produee a higher measure of celf reliance and less dererdency and

—

1 \ vulnerability to external factors,

But such an undertaking requires also a mora clear =1iboration

-. on the emerging system of rights and duties of States, which the Charter

- with the positive wvote ¢f my country - has began to codify.

In tlhis respect, it Is not perhaps inappropriate .to vonder whethar

there has not been too much stress on the affirmation of rights rather than

razRemEr—y
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the X
onfexarcices of duties. We would see ~uch dulics in many directians, from
States to the Intarnational Community, horizentally from Jtates to States,
internally from States to their citizens and cn an individual basis, from
people to people, since, to a great extent, ¢oyelopment ir zn individual
responsabllity. On the other hand, in terns of time the *OSFrnﬂ»L!]ity
for future generations hasagzin und again o be reminded. It appears to
ns that without a clear perception of the:2 di*ies or i€ any -of them fails

to be cxercised, a true and comprehenzive development carnct proceed,

.

From the'acceptance of these varicus types of dutles and the
as its

concept. of Development with the human baing/goal. 1t flow: that there is

FET-%& G to change structures and rei;;;;;;_;:_T;;__fh:I;T“ =

Ony ke Sntemationgl ~the W I[EOG hasto emerge, bringing with

it a new and more just type of relations among States. For some countries,

it will entail relinquishing a defense of the status yno, to be superseded

by more enlightened, forward looking, longer term snd intarma‘tionally min-

T - SR - e
ded approaches, which wWiIl Tacilitate tha oropgressive democratization of

the international decision making process and provide, inter alia, increa-

sed ressources for assistance. For others, it will require a much stronger -+

emphasis on self-reliance.

But the N.I,E.O0, has to be necessarily conmplemented by a now in-

- ———

ternal order, This, for some countries, will entail - within Lhe framework

N

of their nationally developed plans and respect for their sovereignty -

certain measures aiming at the national implementation c¢f the Declaration

on Social Progress and Development, thus geared towards fostering social

devealopm nt, reorganization of rural structures including conditions of

ownership, taking also into consideration the meed for higher efficiency.
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@ncludiug. in these begin
S
fostering of the already dimly perceptible shift towards what has been

be made of resources,

Policies designed to avold the destruction of the rural milieu and revitali

ze it, snch as measures of regional development, Lo which my country is

paying particular attention, are therefore necessury, bearing iu mind the
need to promote a balanced evolution ‘which will correct the excesses of
u:ir'banizaticn and conld provide for resettlement schemes, crezaticn df_‘ / X
cooperatives - a field in which my country is curently being :=ssisted hy

UNDP through IaL.O. -, integraticn of youth and women in the srocess of
an

development, /vi].lage industrialization, Priority could be given to food

production and distribution (since indeed the secenarios for this sector

- presented to us by the Secretariat show a formidable challet{g-:- requiring

a'determined will to overcome these constraints) and the cholce of life

-

styles that are in harmony with their culture thus avoiding the borrowing

- of foreign models and the indefinite multiplicstion of needs. In Lhis last

connection, attention >should be paid to possible contradictions such as

the need. to stimulate savings and capital formation whizh is countervelled
al to

by an increasing pressure,throngh advertising,/t e purchase of consumer

| For other countries, the internal counterpart will con:ist of ok
measures, which in fact will help them to overcome their presont structural o
niélaise, he signs of which are clear, that could include changes in the

productive structure and internul measures of different sorts designed to
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1led The "quatermary sector", composed of non commerclal services, It
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could also encourage an orientation towards lifestyles where over cmsum_g-tio_g

: ~ ———

—

- T £
> ? L

———

CAgMSeTEE T LTI YIRS R X b . AP 5~ o BEET TITTURRE T imesreeemmey

j % )



Mr. Chairman,

Humanity is now at crossroads, The cholces that the United
ime
Nations are making at thisf;are important., They will afect the lives of

millions and of the future generations.
.

It is being said that we are in a period of transition, of a -

crisis of civilization, of a search for new values,

By drafting a major document like this and by its follow up,

we can help this transition and contribute to the finding of such values.

e ———

- ——
clearly required m) vision that gives a meaningful”
direction to the efforts to be pursued in the Strategy for ti:é 1980's

We would daresay that besides hanal,ytical knowledge uhe;{i"ié
-—a---——'-'""-____——-_'_""‘-n--H

and beyonrd| |T¥(2536376 )td ub | bh: Dllsulbn risiohas to be based on the
.--'""_'_---_A— - N === — % 3

perc@o/n of the essential unity of Mankind, whith has to be revealed

and requires that all external barriers be removed.

In that context, Development and the implementation of the

Strategy.will be seen as a natural human act, a display of solidarity and

self-help and not of charity. On the international level, with which we
i AL
are here more concerned, it calls for a genuine global underta%

shared responsabilities and mutual commitments,

Thus, reverting to the need f‘c;r values - and in this connection
we would like to express the 1mpef-ativa need to reconcile technology with
cultural values and the fact that, as John Paul II said, "the development
of technology demands a proportional development of morals and ethics" - we

will have to find and elaborate on the leitmotives that will focus attention

1 mobilize efforts,both in developing and developed nations, we will have to anchor the right
3as in peoples')’ s0 that a new cycle - the birthpangs of which we: are witnessing - can begin,
1
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