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. December in Portugal
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Portuguese  President  Antonio
Ramaiho Eanes, presiding over a
country cavght iir a bewildering tan-
gle of economie, potitical and consti-
tutional problems, Has dissolved Par-
liament and called a genera! election
for December 2, a yoar ahead of
schedule. But it wouid t=ke an act of
faith to believe that Portugal’s prob-
lems will be any closer 1o colution
after the votes are counied than they
are now.

It may offer some insisht into the
nature of Portugal’s prodlems to
recall that the current crisis began,
Tewriselly, in March of this vear, when

+ @ SBillv= cahinet ministor resigned his

office, slaitnaina the door oa the way
out, and aCCUSI AL @nd Foolfs ot
denying him the'sug ot i oeded to
do his job in defiance ol we constity.
tion. ;

do Amaral, who represented the
right-wing Pepular Monarchist Pary
in a eoalition Government, liis job, as
Minister of Apricultural Reconstruc-
tion, was lo dismantle the land re-

Aorm which Portuani’s revolutionary

constitution solemnly promises 1o
defend.

Portugal's  constitition  feans
strongly toward the left. It was drafl-
ed while the left still dominated the
Armed Forces Movement that re.
placed the dictatorship. And iis three
cardinal principles are the national-
ization of the means of privduction,
the breakup and redistribution of the
large agricultural Lndholdings, and,
for Iabor, the right 10 form unions and
1o strie. The censtitution could be
amended by a wweithirds vete of the

- Parliament oripingily  schoduled to

have begi elected in 1580, But such an
amendmiont could not, constiturional-
Iy, alter “ihe prineipie of the collae-
tive apprupriation of the principal
WERHS of piuduciion.”

But in practice Portugzal is a con-
servative, capitalist sociory, pulling
back firmly from the early socialist
experanents in the nationalization of
banks aud some bapharard land ro.
farm, most of it carried o by sroups
ol Iandless farm laboreps aeling on
their ewn iaitiative. Even tlio Social-
ist Pany hws coneeded it it is
necessary, for the sake of access 1o
urgently meoded assitince from the

International Monetary Fund, to woo
back the capital, domestic and for-
eign, that flooded out of the country in
the months after the fall of the dicta-
torship. And that essentially’ means
moving toward the conditions that
made Salazar’s Portuzal so attractive
to investment: incentives and securi-
ty for the investor, austerity for the
urban worker and the rural farm-
hand. s ’
The “first democratic Government

' to take office since the revolution,
. that of Socialist Mario Soares, was

The minister was August_o Ferréne

crushed between the anger aroused -
on the left by its retreat from social-
ism and.the impatience of a burgeon-
ing right wing. that felt the retreat
was| [noyimit tod Seldy! Tvd noke)
Cliiservalive preriiers, the nght-wing.
Alfrer are da Casta, and the more
moderate Carlos Alberto da Mota
Pinto, also tried and failed o hold
wigethera working coalition. i
mally; in July, afier the Mota
Pinto  Caverment fell, President
Eanes gave tne thankiess job of head-
ing an interim government to Maria
de Lourdes Pintassilzo) a brilliant
engineer and diplomat admired by
the moderate left but feared by the
increasingly immoderate right ‘as a
radical “Third Worldist”. Her job
was lo. get an austerity budget
through Pariiament to clear the
decks for the election that has now
been called.

The big question mark of the-elec-
tion will be the strenath of the Demo-
cratic Aliiance, a coalition of right-
Ving and coentre-vipht partiss, which
Liopes to gain the pariiamentary
pewer for a major overhan] of the
constitution. If they did they would
then be up azuinst the consiitution
sudl which forbids any chaugze in the
hasic principle of “collective 4ppro-
priation’.
Thus it scems almast a certainty

that President Eanes, and the mili-
vy Couneil of the & evolution, whose
Fespansibility is o onsure (it (he
canstitution is observad, will have a
Ccanstiutiondl ensis on their hands
HEXE Yoar — the vewr, a5 it happens,
that 1he term of Pesident  fanes
vapires and the couatry plunges intoa
HeW presidential election,
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